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Minutes of a Meeting of the  
ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE  

held in the Council Chambers, 15 Seymour Street, Blenheim on  
THURSDAY, 24 NOVEMBER 2016 commencing at 9.00 am 

Present 
Clrs D D Oddie (Chairperson), G A Hope, J A Arbuckle, C J Brooks, T E Hook, L M Shenfield, N P Taylor, 
and Mr E R Beech (Rural representative). 

Also Present 
Clr J L Andrews. 

In Attendance 
Mr H R Versteegh (Regulatory Department Manager), and Ms N J Chauval (Committee Secretary) 

Apologies 
Clrs Shenfield/Hook 
That the apologies for absence from Mayor J C Leggett and Mr R Smith (Iwi representative) be 
received and sustained and the apology for non-attendance from Clr G I T Evans be noted. 

Carried 

R.16/17.145 Confirmation of Sub-Committee Business 
Clrs Shenfield/Brooks: 

That the following approvals granted by the Swimming Pools Sub-Committee acting under 
delegated authority (Regulatory Committee Minute R.13/14.166) be received and the 
recommendations adopted: 

• W Cairn & K Lange & J Davies - 210A Alabama Road, RD 4, Blenheim – exemption to 
install a Coverstar safety pool cover as confirmed by the installer (exemption pursuant to 
section 6 of the Fencing of Swimming Pools Act 1987). 

• D & R DeLuca and Flaxmere Trustees Ltd - 90 Jeffries Road, RD 3, Blenheim – exemption 
to install a Coverstar safety pool cover as confirmed by the installer (exemption pursuant 
to section 6 of the Fencing of Swimming Pools Act 1987). 

• P & A O’Reagan - 55 Staces Road, Grovetown, Blenheim - exemption to install door locks 
on the patio door and security stays on the window opening into pool area (exemption 
pursuant to section 6 of the Fencing of Swimming Pools Act 1987). 

• G Coates & J Hunter – 28 Boyce Street, Renwick – exemption to install a Coverstar safety 
pool cover as confirmed by the installer (exemption pursuant to section 6 of the Fencing 
of Swimming Pools Act 1987). 

• P & H McManaway – 3264 Queen Charlotte Drive, Picton – approval to use a hard top spa 
pool cover with four tab locks on an unfenced spa pool (exemption pursuant to section 6 
of the Fencing of Swimming Pools Act 1987). 

• M Wilson, S Herd and R Wilson – 176 Ben Morven Road, RD 2, Blenheim – exemption to 
install a Coverstar safety pool cover as confirmed by the installer (exemption pursuant to 
section 6 of the Fencing of Swimming Pools Act 1987). 
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• D & S Cameron – 17 Edgewater Place, Rarangi – exemption to install a Coverstar safety 
pool cover as confirmed by the installer (exemption pursuant to section 6 of the Fencing 
of Swimming Pools Act 1987). 

Carried 

R.16/17.146 Councillors Portfolio D050-001-E01 
The report to the Committee sought consideration on the appointment of Councillors to portfolios for the 
various activity areas managed by the Environment Committee. 

During the previous term of Council, Councillors were given more responsibility for operations and 
functions.  In this regard each of the standing Committees created portfolios for Committee members.  It 
has been considered that the continuation of elected member portfolio holders would provide a level of 
value for this term of Council. 

It was noted that the role of the portfolio holders would be to act as Council spokesperson for the 
nominated activity area at Committee and Council meetings, to provide governance leadership and 
direction for the activity area, and to maintain liaison with the community. Staff will liaise with the portfolio 
holder to keep them informed about current issues and activities.  

Clrs Oddie/Arbuckle:   
That the portfolios for the Environment Committee be confirmed as: 
• Jamie Arbuckle ................. Lead Animal Control Sub-committee with Clrs Shenfield & Taylor 
• Cynthia Brooks ................. Lead Hearings with Clrs Oddie, Shenfield, Taylor & Arbuckle  

 Resource Consents  
• Ross Beech ....................... Biosecurity 
• Trevor Hook ...................... Environmental Protection (Compliance) 
• Gerald Hope ...................... Lead Environmental Science &  Monitoring 
• David Oddie ...................... Harbours 

Climate Change 
Hearings 

• Laressa Shenfield ............ Building Control 
Animal Control Sub-committee 
Hearings 

• Nadine Taylor.................... Animal Control Sub-committee 
Hearings 
Environmental Health 

Carried 

ATTENDANCE: Steffi Henkel, Environmental Scientist – Water Quality, was present for the following item. 

R.16/17.147 State of the Environment Surface Water 
Quality Monitoring Report 2016 
 E375-001-003-03 

Ms Henkel presented the State of the Environment Surface Water Quality Monitoring Report 2016 to the 
Committee which was attached to the agenda for members’ information. To highlight this report a 
powerpoint presentation was shown (presentation filed in Trim – Record No. 16230789). 

Members were advised that the report is one of a series of annual reports on the state of the environment 
of the Marlborough District with the focus being on the state of surface water quality in the region’s rivers 
and streams. It was noted that monthly measurements of chemical and physical parameters at 35 sites 
were summarised using a water quality index which was contained in the fact sheet included with agenda.  

It was reported that the Goulter River has recently been added to the programme and is one of the very 
few large tributaries of the Wairau River that remains mostly unmodified by human activity. It was reported 
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that although there has not yet been a full three year data set, the results show that excellent water quality 
is achievable by a relatively large river.  

Ms Henkel reported that the Upper Te Hoiere/Pelorus, Wakamarina river and Black Birch Stream have a 
Water Quality index of good. The Branch, Graham and Waitohi River catchments had a water quality of 
fair. It was reported that the Graham River pastoral land use and gravel extractions appear to have 
impacted on water quality, while the Waitohi River is influenced by the urban environment. The majority of 
sites have Water Quality indices in the fair and marginal categories. It was noted that fair is still indicative 
of relatively good water quality but a marginal result is generally considered unacceptable. 

Members were advised that Are Are Creek has changed from marginal to fair which is a significant 
improvement from previous years. It was noted that a catchment investigation in 2013/14 identified that 
stock access, sewage contamination and poor effluent management were several of the causes for the 
degraded water quality. It was noted these causes have now been mitigated leading to the observed 
improvements in the water quality but there are still a number of problem areas that need to be addressed 
in order to ensure that water quality remains in the fair category, these include bank management and 
stock access. 

Members were advised that as part of the new Marlborough Environment Plan causes of degradation are 
investigated for sites with marginal water quality and the development of catchment-specific enhancement 
plans will be the next step towards improving water quality. 

Ms Henkel noted that with the exception of the Tuamarina River, the water quality for sites in the poor 
category were predominantly as a result of natural causes.  

Clrs Hook/Taylor:   
That the information be received. 

Carried 

ATTENDANCE: Dr Steve Urlich, Environmental Scientist – Coastal Role, was present for the following 
item. 

R.16/17.148 Our Marine Environment 2016 E325-009-001 
The report to the Committee provided an overview of the recently issued report by the Ministry for the 
Environment (MfE) and Statistics New Zealand (Stats NZ) on the state of New Zealand’s marine 
environment, and outlined how the report’s findings relate to Marlborough’s coastal marine area. (To 
highlight this report a slide was presented (presentation filed in Trim – Record No. 16230795). 

Dr Urlich advised members that the report ‘Our Marine Environment 2016’ is the first one required under 
the Environmental Reporting Act 2015. He reported on the area that it covered and noted that 
Marlborough’s area is 0.02% of the total New Zealand coastal area. It was noted that the report provides 
some very sobering information from an environmental perspective.  

Members were advised that three major areas of concern had been identified and these were ocean 
warming and acidification, native seabirds and mammals threatened with extinction and degradation of 
coastal marine habitats and ecosystems. Dr Urlich spoke to these identified stresses and reported on what 
Council has undertaken to influence change in these areas.  

Dr Urlich reported that to better understand how ecosystems have changed over time a seabed coring 
study in Pelorus Sound will be undertaken. The results from the seabed coring will be presented to the 
Committee in 2017 which will provide further evidential information on the effects that these stresses are 
having on our coastal environment. 

Following a query regarding the benthic areas Dr Urlich advised that a survey by Davidson Environmental 
had reported that there has been a 70% reduction in the benthic area size and that a number of known 
significant site boundaries had been reduced, this was attributed to anchoring, dredging and trawling. It 
was noted that 44% of Marlborough’s coastal marine area has been bottomed trawled at least once.  
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In response to a question raised on why anchoring had not been specifically addressed in the MEP 
members were advised that the findings from the report were too late for inclusion. However, Dr Urlich 
noted that there have been public submissions to the Plan which would provide an opportunity for it to be 
considered through the hearings process. 

It was noted that Council has joined with Nelson City Council and Tasman District Council, iwi, 
aquaculture industry, ports and MPI in a Top of the south Marine Biosecurity partnership. The prime focus 
of this group will be on education, awareness and engagement activities across the Top of the South  

Clrs Shenfield/Brooks:   
That the information be received. 

Carried 

ATTENDANCE: Nicky Eade, Environmentalist Scientist – Land Resources, was present for the following 
item. 

R.16/17.149 The Cawthron Marlborough Environment 
Awards - Update and Appointment of Council 
Representative to Trust  
 E340-008-005-05 

The report to the Committee provided an overview of the Marlborough Environment Awards, updated 
Councillors on the current Awards round and sought consideration in the appointment of a Councillor 
representative to the Awards Trust. 

Members were advised that the Marlborough Environment Awards are run by a Trust in collaboration with 
a number of groups and has been operating in the Marlborough region since 1996 on a biennial basis. It 
was noted that this will be the 11th time the awards have been run.  

For this year’s awards 22 entries have been received. It was noted that some of the entries have been 
affected by the recent earthquakes and floods and the full implications of these events on their 
involvement in the Awards is not yet known. 

Ms Eade provided members with a brief overview of the awards. It was noted that Clr Peter Jerram was 
the Council representative on the Trust and that due to his retirement as a Councillor the Committee now 
needs to appoint someone to represent Council on the Trust. It was acknowledged that the appointee will 
come on board in the middle of the process and will need to carry it through to the finale dinner proposed 
for 31 March 2017. 

Following general discussion Councillor Shenfield was nominated for the position. Clr Shenfield thanked 
members for the nomination but declined. Clr Hook then nominated Clr Oddie for the position and this was 
seconded by Clr Brooks. Clr Oddie accepted the nomination and thanked members for their support. 

It was noted that the Trust has their own website www.cmea.org.nz which provides considerable 
information for members and the public. 

In response to a question raised on whether there is any likelihood of amalgamating with the Ballance 
Awards, Ms Eade noted that there has been an informal approach made but there is some resistance as it 
would not be an entirely perfect fit as theirs is run annually and this could be too frequent for Marlborough. 
If a formal approach was made any discussion regarding amalgamation would go through the existing 
Trust and then through Full Council where possible benefits and challenges would be considered. 

Clrs Brooks/Arbuckle:   
1. That the information be received. 

2. That Councillor Oddie, Chairman of the Environment Committee be appointed to 
represent Council on the Marlborough Environment Awards Trust. 

Carried 

http://www.cmea.org.nz/


Environment Committee - 24 November 2016 - Page 5 

ATTENDANCE: Peter Hamill, Environmental Scientist was present for the following item. 

R.16/17.150 Te Whanau Hou - Grovetown Lagoon 
Incorporated Society C230-001-G01 

The report to the Committee sought consideration for the appointment of an elected member to be the 
Council’s representative on the Te Whanau Hou – Grovetown Lagoon Incorporated Society Executive. 

Mr Hamill provided members with an overview of the lagoon project and advised that Clr Brooks has been 
the Council representative on the incorporated society executive since 2014. 

Following discussion Clr Brooks was nominated as the Council representative for this group. Clr Brooks 
thanked members for their support and noted that she will enjoy the opportunity to continue representing 
Council and working with Te Whanau Hou on this very worthwhile project. 

Clrs Shenfield/Hook:  
1. That the information be received. 

2. That Councillor Cynthia Brooks be appointed as the Council representative to the 
Te Whanau Hou - Grovetown Lagoon Incorporated Society. 

Carried 

ATTENDANCE: Rachel Rait, Environmental Scientist – Land and Air was present for the following item. 

R.16/17.151 Soil Properties in the Wairau Valley - 
Technical Report E355-004-008-08 

The report to the Committee provided a summary of the Soil Properties in the Wairau Valley 2016. The full 
report was attached to the agenda for members’ information. 

Ms Rait advised that Council currently has detailed information for soils mapped on the Wairau Plain and 
the lower Awatere Valley but for the rest of Marlborough there is very little or no soils information available. 
Wairau Valley is one of the areas where there is no available information on important soil parameters 
such as water holding capacity, drainage, soil depth and permeability. It was noted that this information is 
useful in helping landowners manage their soils for activities such as irrigation scheduling, effluent 
application and stock management.  

It was noted that soils act as buffers to capture and store nutrients and microbes, treat a range of waste 
products and store and filter water. Council, industry and landowners require this information to maintain 
and enhance water quality, accurately allocate/use water and protect our soil resources.  

Members were advised that the information obtained from the sampling will be summarised into fact 
sheets and made available to landowners in the region. It will also be available for incorporation into 
various models used by Council and industry to ensure the most efficient use and protection of our natural 
resources. The information will also be made available on Council’s website and provided to the dairy 
working group which they in turn will disseminate to interested parties. 

It was reported that ten soil families were identified in the Wairau Valley i.e. Awatere, Wairau, Wairau 
mottled, Spring Creek, Omaka, Hillersden, Renwick, Broadbridge, Marama and Jordon. Thirty-six soil 
profiles were described with topsoils and subsoils sampled and analysed for a range of soil physical and 
chemical properties. Of the 36 sites profiled 29 were well drained and moderately drained soils in that from 
an effluent point of view they don’t have run off and seven sites were poorly or imperfectly drained with 
slow to moderately slow permeability and high water storage capacities. 

Members were advised that the soil sampling was undertaken in 2015 and that since the report was 
completed some land use has changed which may result in changes in future soil sampling results. 

In response to a query Ms Rait advised that some areas weren’t surveyed due to property owners not 
allowing access to their properties or sites having been cultivated so not viable to study.  
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It was also raised whether there was information sharing with property owners who did their own soil 
mapping. Ms Rait advised that Council doesn’t generally receive the information but Landcare has set up 
a portal on their website for landowners to upload their soil mapping information. 

Clrs Brooks/Beech:   
That the report be received. 

Carried 

ATTENDANCE: Jono Underwood, Biosecurity Co-ordinator was present for the following two items. 

R.16/17.152 National Wilding Conifer Programme Update 
  E315-023-001-01 
The report to the Committee provided an update on the National Wilding Conifer Programme being led by 
the Ministry for Primary Industries (MPI) and initiatives that are underway locally and proposed for the 
future. To highlight this report a powerpoint presentation was shown (presentation filed in Trim – Record 
No. 16230951). 

Mr Underwood advised members that the application for increased Crown investment from MPI was 
successful with $16 million being made available over the next four years.  

It was noted that MPI has been liaising with all five councils to ensure a consistent funding agreement and 
regional Steering Groups were put in place to oversee the progress of the Operation’s receiving 
investment. 

Mr Underwood advised members a prioritisation project has been undertaken with Molesworth and 
Waihopai being considered our highest priority.  It was noted that the Waihopai area, for the purposes of 
the prioritisation project, included the Upper Waihopai, Ferny Gair/Black Birch and Wye Reserve area. 

It was reported that the first iteration of the Molesworth Operational Plan was not approved in its entirety 
given the level of additional funding required to meet the goals laid out in the plan.  It was noted that this 
means that the project will potentially halt the spread of the wilding pines but it is hoped that the budget 
will be increase to eradicate the sources which will prevent ongoing spread.  

In response to a query raised on whether there is any interest from the forestry industry Mr Underwood 
noted that there has been discussion with the industry regarding their involvement and this will be 
ongoing.  

Mr Beech declared that he is a Trustee of the South Marlborough Landscape Restoration Trust and went 
on to note that the Trust has developed a strategic plan in wilding conifer control for Marlborough and 
South Marlborough. It was noted that there is still quite a bit of work to be done behind the scenes to 
establish where the Trust fits with regards to the National Wilding Conifer Programme. It was suggested 
that a report from the Trust be provided once issues have been worked through and brought back to the 
Committee. Mr Underwood agreed to act as co-ordinator. 

Clrs Shenfield/Books:   
That the information be received. 

Carried 

ATTENDANCE: Sarah Edmonds, Planner – Biosecurity was present for the following item. 

R.16/17.153 Review of the Regional Pest Management 
Strategy 2012 E315-002-005-01 

The report to the Committee outlined the process for continuing the major review of the Regional Pest 
Management Strategy 2012 through the next term of the Council. 
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Members were aware that as a result of an Environment Committee meeting in February 2013 a major 
review of the Regional Pest Management Strategy for Marlborough 2012 commenced and a 
sub-committee was established to undertake the review in conjunction with biosecurity staff. It was noted 
that at this time it was agreed to continue with the 2007 strategy to allow the major review to be 
undertaken.  

It was noted that rather than a sub-committee being formed that the full Environment Committee be 
involved in the review process and this was agreed to.  

It was noted that in March 2016 a Discussion Document was released to the community for comment. 
Ms Edmonds reported that feedback from the Discussion Document and other interested parties has been 
received and is being used in the current drafting of a Proposed Regional Pest Management Plan.  

Members were advised that a workshop will be arranged to enable members to review feedback received 
from the Discussion Document consultation and early Proposed Regional Pest Management Plan 
material. Ms Edmonds will schedule a suitable date and advise Committee members. 

To assist members with the Proposal it was suggested that Clr Peter Jerram, who had sat on the original 
sub-committee, be approached to attend the workshops in an advisory capacity. Members agreed that his 
input would be most welcome and that he be approached to attend these workshops. 

Clrs Hope/Hook:   
That the information be received. 

Carried 

ATTENDANCE: Ian Sutherland, Resource Management Officer was present for the following two items. 

R.16/17.154 Road Name Request – KAD Developments 
2015 Limited U160302 

The report to the Committee sought consideration for officially naming a new road to be created as part of 
a subdivision off Tremorne Avenue Blenheim.  A detailed description of the new road was outlined in the 
agenda item for members’ information which included a scheme plan showing the new road to be created.  

The suggestions provided to members were Camborne Crescent and Knox Crescent and the reasons for 
these names were discussed. It was noted that both roads had been evaluated against the Road Naming 
Policy which was outlined to members and there does not appear to be any significant issues with either of 
the options provided. Members were advised that one of the existing property owners was opposed to the 
name Knox Crescent.  

It was reported that the proposed names had been circulated to all Iwi, local historians and Marlborough 
Roads for comment with one response received from Marlborough Museum who had no concerns for 
either name. 

Mr Sutherland advised members that the name Camborne Crescent is the most preferred option by 
residents and the developers. It is also acceptable to the existing five property owners whose addresses 
will change to it once the new road has been completed and vested in Council ownership. It was reported 
that it also aligns with the name of the nearby reserve.   

Members were advised on the process if the naming options were declined. 

Clrs Arbuckle/Hope:   
That once vested in the Council the proposed new road, shown on the appended plan, be named 
“Camborne Crescent”. 

Carried 
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R.16/17.155 Road Name Request – DeLuxe Properties 
Limited U160625 

The report to the Committee sought consideration for officially naming a new road to be created as part of 
a subdivision off Old Renwick Road, Blenheim.  It was noted that there are three new roads to be created 
in the subdivision with one of these connecting to Old Renwick Road at the intersection with Mowat Street. 
A locality map and scheme plan were included with the agenda item for members’ information. 

Mr Sutherland advised members that the subdivision consent has not been approved at this point, 
however, it was noted that there are only a couple of minor details to be tidied up for consent to be 
granted. 

Members were advised that the developer has presented two names for each road Road 1 - Rose Manor 
Drive, Melrose Drive; Road 2: Rembrandt Drive, Champagne Drive; Road 3:  St Michaels Close, 
Spencer Close. It was noted that this development is only a small portion of the eventual proposed 
residential development with the road names for these other roads being sought as the development 
extends. 

Members were advised on each name option and how it performed against the Road Naming Policy. It 
was reported that there is some inconsistency with the Policy for Rose Manor Drive but all together the 
names will be suitable. It was noted that once approved this will set the tone for the whole development.  

It was reported that Marlborough Roads had been approached and they do not have an issue with the 
names as there is sufficient uniqueness. 

During general discussion of the Road 2 option it was queried whether the Road Naming Policy gave 
sufficient guidance to applicants that their potential road names be orientated to reflect 
Marlborough/New Zealand. It was agreed that Clrs Brooks and Andrews meet with Mr Sutherland to 
review the Road Naming Policy to ensure that it is orientated to reflect this stance and provide a report 
back to the Committee. 

Clrs Hope/Hook:   
That the following names will be approved upon obtaining subdivision consent that creates these 
three roads: 

i) Road 1 - Rose Manor Drive 

ii) Road 2 - Rembrandt Drive 

iii) Road 3 - Spencer Place 

Carried 

ATTENDANCE: The meeting adjourned at 10.41 am and resumed at 10.53 am. 

R.16/17.156 Appointment of Hearings Commissioners 
 R450-004-02 

The report to the Committee presented Ms Justine Bray and Ms Prudence Steven for inclusion on the list 
of Hearing Commissioners. 

Ms Bray’s and Ms Steven’s CVs were attached to the agenda for members’ information. 

Mr Versteegh gave a brief overview of both candidates’ credentials and advised that Ms Bray and 
Ms Steven meet the accreditation requirements of section 34A of the Resource Management Act 1991. It 
was noted that Council is not bound to employ the services of a Commissioner once appointed. 
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Clrs Brooks/Shenfield:   
That Ms Justine Bray and Ms Prudence Steven be appointed to act as Hearings Commissioners as 
and when required and that they be advised accordingly. 

Carried 

ATTENDANCE: Kaye McIlveney, Solicitor for the following item. 

R.16/17.157 Delegation under Section 459 of the Local 
Government Act 1974 Act 1974 L150-003-02 

The report to the Committee sought approval for delegation of responsibilities, powers and duties under 
section 459 of the Local Government Act 1974 to the Chief Executive with approval for those 
responsibilities, powers and duties to be sub-delegated to staff. 

Members were advised that both Building Control and the Assets & Services operations and maintenance 
staff regularly come across properties where the drains are inadequate, non-existent or failing due to lack 
of maintenance and repair.  It was reported that this power is necessary for officers to ensure the efficient 
drainage of properties and to remedy situations where other properties are affected by the inadequate, 
non-existent or failing drains. Ms McIlveney advised that the Local Government Act permits the Building 
Control Officers to issue a notice for the work to be undertaken and that this is very much an operational 
matter. 

Ms McIlveney advised members that in the absence of a delegation, decisions on these matters would be 
required to be made by Full Council resolution. It is therefore considered appropriate that these 
operational matters be delegated to the Chief Executive and from the Chief Executive to staff to exercise 
on behalf of the Council.  

It was noted that these powers will take effect following ratification at the Full Council meeting on 
15 December 2016. Following this the CEO will circulate a notice to the Building Control Group Manager. 

Clrs Hook/Brooks:   
1. That the Council delegate its powers, duties and responsibilities under section 459 of the 

Local Government Act 1974 to the Chief Executive; and 

2. That the Council give approval to the Chief Executive to sub-delegate those powers, 
duties and responsibilities to appropriate staff. 

Carried 

ATTENDANCE: Gina Ferguson, Compliance Manager was present for the following four items. 

R.16/17.158 Industrial Discharge Monitoring Report 
 E365-000-002 

The report to the Committee provided information on the Environmental Protection Group’s monitoring 
project of discharges from a variety of industrial/commercial sites. 

Members were advised that 12 industrial sites were visited which discharge waste water to land and water 
under resource consent. It was noted that many of these consents have only been monitored intermittently 
and for some it was the first time. These monitoring visits are used as a further opportunity to build 
relationships with consent holders as well as ensuring sites are compliant. 

Ms Ferguson advised that 40% of industrial discharges were rated as compliant, 20% of sites were rated 
as technical non-compliance, 20% of sites were assessed as non-compliant with one or more conditions 
and 20% of sites had at least one condition rated as significantly non-compliant. It was noted that all 
non-compliance results are being followed up. 
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Members were advised that previously the Environmental Protection Group monitored on a complaint 
basis but this has now changed to a monitoring programme which ensures resource consents are 
monitored more systematically. 

Clrs Hook/Taylor:   
That the information be received. 

Carried 

R.16/17.159 Cleanfill and Quarry Monitoring 
 E360-002-003-04 

The report to the Committee outlined the results of monitoring and what improvements occurred as a 
consequence. It also discussed the overall relationship with consent holders and future monitoring 
activities. To highlight this report a powerpoint presentation was shown (presentation filed in Trim – 
Record No.  16230801). 

It was reported that cleanfills are used by businesses as an alternative to landfills with cleanfill consisting 
of soil and rock, and other inert materials such as concrete and brick, hence the use of the word ‘clean’.  It 
was noted that the primary resource management issues with cleanfills are land contamination and 
potential for contaminants to enter water.  

Ms Ferguson reported that nine cleanfills were checked twice in 2016 with compliance reports provided to 
the cleanfill operator following the April/May site inspection with a smaller report being provided following 
the second inspection. 

Members were advised that the majority of cleanfills were compliant with all consent conditions at the time 
of the on-site inspection. It was noted that the eight quarries were inspected with all sites operating under 
Resource Consent or existing use rights. 

Members were advised that a fact sheet and supporting information were sent to all cleanfill operators 
reminding them of the potential for contaminated soil to be transported to their cleanfill. It was noted that 
all fill taken to the site needs to be checked for contamination and recorded before being deposited in the 
cleanfill which can be provided to Council on request. 

Ms Ferguson noted that there has been good improvement but noted that one or two non compliant sites 
can have quite a significant effect on the overall numbers. 

Clrs Hope/Hook:   
That the information be received. 

Carried 

R.16/17.160 Winery Solid Waste Update  E330-002-004 
The report to the Committee updated members on staff involvement in industry consultation and guidance 
to achieve improved environmental outcome from winery solid waste storage (grape marc). 

Ms Ferguson reported that since the identification of winery solid waste and leachate environmental 
incidence, Council has met with Sustainable Winegrowers NZ and Wine Marlborough to raise Council’s 
concerns, discuss industry requirements and communication to the industry on the issue.  

It was noted that a meeting with wineries has been confirmed for 6 December. The meeting has been 
arranged to provide guidance on what the requirements are with regard to solid waste management and 
leachate. It will identify what the issues are, environmental effects and how to mitigate that with the aim 
that there will be an industry wide improvement in the next harvest season. 
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Mr Beech advised that during harvest there is the potential for vehicles to spread Chilean Needlegrass 
and that the protocols regarding the spread of this pest need to be raised at this meeting. 

Members were advised that the Compliance Group is continuing to take a proactive and stewardship 
approach to monitoring winery solid waste and leachate with guidance material, relationship building and 
graduated enforcement response, with the key objective being the absence of adverse environmental 
effects. 

Clrs Brooks/Hook:   
That the information be received. 

Carried 

R.16/17.161 Dog Owner Satisfaction Survey Results 
 E360-006-02 

The report to the Committee provided information on the results of the recent Dog Owner Satisfaction 
survey. To highlight this report a powerpoint presentation was shown (presentation filed in Trim – Record 
No. 16230801). A copy of the survey was included in the agenda for members’ information. 

Ms Ferguson reported that the survey was designed to gather feedback on dog registration services from 
dog owners and to identify areas for improvement. A copy of the survey had been included in the dog 
registration packs which are sent out in June each year. 

Members were advised that 89.6% of dog owner survey responses were Satisfied or Very Satisfied with 
Council Animal Control services. The areas identify for improvement were advertising of Animal Control’s 
extended hours and microchipping programme, increased education material and methods of providing 
information to dog owners.  

It was also noted that a question will be included in future surveys on whether clients have a preference 
for electronic or hard copy documentation.  

The group will continue to send out the dog survey with the registration forms and this will be an ongoing 
service improvement tool. 

Clrs Arbuckle/Shenfield:   
That the information be received. 

Carried 

ATTENDANCE: Mark Spencer, Environmental Protection Officer was present for the following item. 

R.16/17.162 Forestry Monitoring Report E335-003-002-01 
The report provided information to the Committee on the Compliance Group’s ongoing monitoring 
programme of forestry land disturbance and harvesting activities for the period 
October 2015-October 2016. It also provided an overview of where the Compliance Group monitored, how 
monitoring was undertaken and the rating system used to determine compliance status with plan rules and 
resource consents. The report also discussed the results of the monitoring programme and outlined any 
observations or improvements noticed during monitoring inspections. To highlight this report a powerpoint 
presentation was shown (presentation filed in Trim – Record No.  16232463). 

Mr Spencer advised that during this reporting period 181 skid site inspections were undertaken within 27 
forestry blocks with 107 compliant, 74 that needed corrective action and no non-compliant sites. It was 
reported that of the 27 forestry blocks monitored only 1 (3%) was fully compliant after the first monitoring 
visit. It was noted that this is a significant decrease from 41% during the 2014-2015 reporting period.  
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There was some discussion whether there were any particular reasons for the sites that needed corrective 
action. Mr Spencer advised that this would be a question that needed to be answer by the industry, 
however, recent earthquakes and severe weather events would have added to the failure of some of these 
sites. 

It was reported that two significant failures occurred on similar soils within the Onamalutu Valley, 
originating from skid sites that would have been compliant. It was suggested that further thought is 
required on either a change in harvesting techniques to reduce waste on the hills or regulatory controls 
that will reduce the chance of such failures in the future. It was noted that none of the sites that failed were 
in breach of their resource consents. It was reported that gullies do turn into waterways particularly in 
severe weather events.  

Members expressed their concern and frustration at the continued failures of sites. It was noted that 
Dr Urlich’s reported highlighted the significant damage that is being done to the seabed by forestry 
sedimentation. It was suggested that an approach could be made to the Smart & Connected Forestry 
group to discuss these issues with industry being encouraged to take more responsibility in preventing 
future failures of sites. Clr Hook agreed to report back to the Committee on the results of these 
discussions. 

Members were advised that some of these issues would be considered when hearing submissions for the 
Marlborough Environment Plan. The outcome of the Hearings are likely to be in August 2017. 

Mr Spencer advised members on the recent storm event that followed the 14 November earthquake. An 
information sheet prepared by Val Wadsworth was circulated to members following the meeting. A number 
of slides were shown giving a graphic image of the damage caused. It was noted that failures occurred on 
recently harvested blocks and that if logging slash wasn’t there they would still have failed but it wouldn’t 
have been as destructive. 

It was reported that Compliance staff will continue to monitor the resource consent conditions and 
permitted activity standards associated with the harvesting of Marlborough forests. It is proposed to 
reassess the forestry monitoring programme when a skid site compliance rating of 90% and first time visit 
compliance rating of 75% is achieved. 

Clrs Shenfield/Brooks:   
That the information be received. 

Carried 

ATTENDANCE: Luke Grogan, Harbour Master was present for the following two items. 

R.16/17.163 Aids to Navigation H100-005-14 
The report to the Committee provided an update of the on-going management of Aids to Navigation 
(AtoNs). 

Members were advised that IALA standards for all lit navigation aids have been achieved for the past six 
weeks. It was noted that there have been four failures since the previous report and these were at One 
Tree North, Motukina Point, Allports Island and Keep Clear Rock (unlit). All lit beacons were repaired in 
sufficient time to ensure compliance with IALA AtonN availability requirements. 

It was noted that repairs to Keep Clear Rock are dependent on operator availability and weather as it 
requires mobilisation of a barge and pile driving equipment.  

Members were advised that Allports Island is a challenging site for solar energy so options are being 
considered to relocate the solar panels for more reliability. 

It was reported that the AtoN management and monitoring database has not met the required standard 
and options are being considered with regard to finding an alternate supplier. 

Clrs Hooks/Taylor:   
That the information be received. 

Carried 
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R.16/17.164 Marine Farm Lights Audits H100-004-003-16 
The report to Committee provided an update on the ongoing marine farm light audits that are being carried 
out. 

Members were advised that there have been no marine farm audits undertaken since the last Committee 
meeting due to routine preparation for the summer boating season. It was noted that audits will 
recommence in the coming weeks. 

Clrs Hope/Shenfield:   
That the information be received. 

Carried 

The Harbour Master advised members that the first Harbour Masters Recreational Boat Skipper training 
workshop has been delivered with assistance from Coastguard Marlborough. These courses are funded 
by Maritime New Zealand and are offered free to participants. The programme focuses on marine hazards 
followed by a practical on the water session utilising Harbours and Coastguard vessels.  

Funding for the programmes has been committed for up to three years and feedback from participations 
has been very positive.  

Building Control 
Clr Brooks noted her appreciation of Building Control’s significant efforts following the recent earthquake 
and advised that the commitment and systems that this Council now has in place ensures that in times like 
this hard jobs are made somewhat easier and help gets to the people who need it faster. 

R.16/17.165 Information Package - 
Clrs Brooks/Hook:   
That the information be received. 

Carried 

The meeting closed at 11.58 am. 

Record No:  16232460 


	Minutes of a Meeting of the ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE held in the Council Chambers, 15 Seymour Street, Blenheim on THURSDAY 24 NOVEMBER 2016 commencing at 9.00 am
	R.16/17.145 Confirmation of Sub-Committee Business
	R.16/17.146 Councillors Portfolio D050-001-E01
	R.16/17.147 State of the Environment Surface Water Quality Monitoring Report 2016 E375-001-003-03
	R.16/17.148 Our Marine Environment 2016 E325-009-001
	R.16/17.149 The Cawthron Marlborough Environment Awards - Update and Appointment of Council Representative to Trust  E340-008-005-05
	R.16/17.150 Te Whanau Hou - Grovetown Lagoon Incorporated Society C230-001-G01
	R.16/17.151 Soil Properties in the Wairau Valley - Technical Report E355-004-008-08
	R.16/17.152 National Wilding Conifer Programme Update  E315-023-001-01
	R.16/17.153 Review of the Regional Pest Management Strategy 2012 E315-002-005-01
	R.16/17.154 Road Name Request – KAD Developments 2015 Limited U160302
	R.16/17.155 Road Name Request – DeLuxe Properties Limited U160625
	R.16/17.156 Appointment of Hearings Commissioners R450-004-02
	R.16/17.157 Delegation under Section 459 of the Local Government Act 1974 Act 1974 L150-003-02
	R.16/17.158 Industrial Discharge Monitoring Report E365-000-002
	R.16/17.159 Cleanfill and Quarry Monitoring E360-002-003-04
	R.16/17.160 Winery Solid Waste Update  E330-002-004
	R.16/17.161 Dog Owner Satisfaction Survey Results E360-006-02
	R.16/17.162 Forestry Monitoring Report E335-003-002-01
	R.16/17.163 Aids to Navigation H100-005-14
	R.16/17.164 Marine Farm Lights Audits H100-004-003-16
	R.16/17.165 Information Package -


