
 

Minutes of a Meeting of the  
ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE  

held in the Council Chambers, 15 Seymour Street, Blenheim on  
THURSDAY, 28 JULY 2016 commencing at 9.00 am. 

Present 
Councillors P J S Jerram (Chairperson), D D Oddie, G S Barsanti, J A Arbuckle, L M Shenfield. 

Also Present  
Councillors B G Dawson, J L Andrews, T E Hook and G I T Evans. 

In Attendance 
Alan Johnson (Environmental Science & Monitoring Manager) and Nicole Chauval (Committee 
Secretary). 

Apologies 
Clrs Barsanti/Shenfield: 
That the apology for absence from Clr C J Brooks, Mr E R Beech (Rural Representative) and 
Mayor Sowman, be received and sustained and the apology for non attendance from 
Clr J C Leggett be noted. 

Carried 

R.16/17.30 Confirmation of Sub-Committee Business 
Clrs Shenfield/Barsanti: 
That the following approval granted by the Swimming Pools Sub-Committee acting under 
delegated authority (Regulatory Committee Minute R.13/14.166) be received and the 
recommendation adopted: 

• T & J Thomas, 10 Silk Close, Witherlea, Blenheim 7201, - exemption to install a Save-T 
Cover III automatic pool cover in lieu of a fence (exemption pursuant to section 6 of the 
Fencing of Swimming Pools Act 1987). 

Carried 

ATTENDANCE: Dr Steve Urlich, Environmental Scientist – Coastal Role was present for the following 
two items and Rob Davidson, Marine Ecologist was present for the following item. 

R.16/17.31 Significant Marine Sites Monitoring 2016 
  E325-002-004-01 
The report to the Committee provided the results from the monitoring of the ecologically significant 
marine sites in Croisilles Harbour and off eastern D’Urville Island. To highlight this report a powerpoint 
presentation was shown (presentation filed in Trim – Record No. 16137605). 

Dr Urlich introduced Mr Davidson to members and advised that in 2011 the Council and DOC had 
commissioned Davidson Environmental to collate information about marine sites which were known to 
be important ecologically and as habitat for threatened species. It was noted that 129 sites considered  
significant were identified. 

Mr Davidson advised members that the first year of survey and monitoring was focused on 
Totaranui/Queen Charlotte Sound, Tory Channel/Kura Te Au and Te Anamahanga/Port Gore which 
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highlighted ongoing damage to, and loss of, significant marine sites. This year’s survey focused on 
sites within Croisilles Harbour and off eastern D’Urville Island.  It was noted that a number of fragile 
biogenic communities, including rhodolith (calcified algae) beds and bryozoan (coral-like) 
communities, were surveyed and photographed. Mr Davidson circulated a piece of bryozoan to enable 
the full extent of its fragility to be appreciated. 

Members were advised on the methods used to gather the information for the survey. It was noted that 
there were 15 sites and sub-sites surveyed within Croisilles Harbour, Eastern and southern D’Urville 
and Clay Point to the Chetwodes. It was noted that this survey will establish a baseline for ongoing 
monitoring. 

Members were advised that of the sites investigated, five increased in reported size and eight reduced 
and one site remained unchanged between surveys. A new site is also described at Lone Rock, 
Croisilles Harbour. It was noted that Penguin Island was initially described as part of a larger site and 
was not therefore recorded as an increase in the present investigation. The remaining sites and 
sub-sites increased or declined in size due to an improved level of survey detail, boundary definitions 
and description of biological attributes. It was also noted that the areas surveyed during the present 
study appear stable, with no indications they have been recently degraded or reduced in size. 

Mr Davidson reported that no sites investigated in the present study are recommended for removal of 
their significance status and that the new areas adjacent to these existing significant sites are 
recommended to be added to the original significant site. 

Mr Davidson noted that the sensitivity of many of the sites is such that dredging and bottom-trawling 
cause severe damage and destruction, with consequent loss of biodiversity. This was evidenced by 
images showing the damage from the use of a recreational boat anchor and trawling on the sea bed. 

Members were advised that the most significant sites do need protection and that without protection 
they will continue to be degraded and lost and that to protect these sites also protects the 
invertebrates and fish that congregate at these sites which in the end means more fish. 

Mr Davidson advised that the next step is to have the report peer reviewed by an expert panel to 
confirm the recommended changes. 

Clrs Arbuckle/Barsanti:   
1. That the report be received. 

2. That the Committee note that an Expert Panel report on the year two monitoring results 
will be presented in the near future. 

Carried 

ATTENDANCE: Dr Anna Berthelsen, Marine Ecologist, Cawthron Institute were present for the 
following item. 

R.16/17.32 Shakespeare Bay Estuary Monitoring 2016 
  E325-006-005-01 
The report to the Committee provided the results from recent monitoring of the Shakespeare Bay 
estuary. The report, “Shakespeare Bay Estuary Monitoring 2016” was included with the agenda for 
members’ information.  To highlight this report a powerpoint presentation was shown (presentation 
filed in Trim – Record No. 16136999) 

It was noted that the Cawthron Institute was commissioned by the Marlborough District Council to 
undertake state of the environment monitoring of the Shakespeare Bay estuary. It was noted that this 
comprised an assessment of estuary condition or ‘health’ following the standardised Estuary 
Monitoring Protocol and involved one ‘point in time’ survey of the estuary based on broad-scale 
mapping of intertidal and estuary margin habitats and fine-scale benthic surveys of the intertidal 
seabed at two reference sites within the estuary. 
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Dr Berthelsen noted that the monitoring provided a reference point from which to compare the 
Shakespeare Bay estuary against other estuaries and national indicator ratings and to assess future 
changes within the estuary.  

Members were advised that the Shakespeare Bay estuary is ecologically significant within the 
Marlborough region and is valued culturally, recreationally and commercially. Dr Berthelsen noted that 
the survey found the estuary to be subject to minor pressures from key environmental stressors but in 
relatively good health. 

It was reported that the survey found a number of high value habitats including seagrass and rushland 
which comprised a high proportion of the estuary and were likely performing key functional roles.  The 
seagrass beds have high ecological and biodiversity value although their photosynthetic contribution 
can be relatively modest. They provide a stable physical habitat and a localised food source to support 
a diverse community of animals including a variety of fish species. Members were advised that the 
seagrass is the only flower plant in the sea and is the only species found throughout New Zealand. It 
was noted that once seagrass declines or is lost it is very difficult to restore. 

It was reported that mud and nitrogen levels within the sediment were high enough to potentially 
cause a minor stress on benthic animal communities. In addition, a proportion of the supra-littoral zone 
was modified from its natural state with the presence of exotic plant species and man-made structures. 

Members were advised of the recommendations outlined in the report. 

Clrs Shenfield/Barsanti:   
That the report be received. 

Carried 

ATTENDANCE: Karlien Heyns, Environmental Monitoring Officer was present for the following item. 

R.16/17.33 Coastal Monitoring State of the Environment 
Report Card 2016  
 E375-017-001, E375-017-002, E325-002-001 

The report to the Committee provided members with an update on the state of the water quality of the 
Marlborough Sounds. To highlight this report a powerpoint presentation was shown (presentation filed 
in Trim – Record No. 16137116) 

Members were aware that the Council has an ongoing coastal water quality monitoring programme in 
the Marlborough Sounds with 11 sites being monitored. They are located in the Te Hoiere/Pelorus and 
Totaranui/Queen Charlotte Sounds and are monitored on a monthly basis. 

It was noted that the monitoring enables an understanding of the nutrient and plankton dynamics. It 
also detects changes in water quality which enables management interventions to occur in a timely 
manner. It provides information to the community about the state of the aquatic ecosystems in the 
Sounds and contributes to the biophysical modelling of the effects of aquaculture and checks the 
predictions of that modelling.  

Members were advised that the monitoring results show that nitrate levels are within desirable limits. It 
was reported that nitrate is an important nutrient to monitor as it can have a direct effect on water 
quality. The major sources of excess nitrate is from the surrounding land and from fish farms. It was 
noted that the three consented salmon farms (two in Kenepuru and one in Queen Charlotte Sound) 
are being monitored and incorporated in the broad scale monitoring programme for efficiency reasons 
and funding is provided by King Salmon.  

Members were advised that a comprehensive analysis by NIWA has been published and a copy of the 
report can be obtained from the Committee Secretary or from MDC website 
http://www.marlborough.govt.nz/Environment/Coastal/Coastal-Reports.aspx#SoundsWater  

http://www.marlborough.govt.nz/Environment/Coastal/Coastal-Reports.aspx#SoundsWater
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Ms Heyns advised that it is important to have an ongoing long time series of data for State of the 
Environment monitoring as this helps us begin to distinguish between both natural and anthropogenic 
causes that drive the variation in measurement results, during summer and winter, and El Nino/La 
Nina for example.  

Members were advised that the Council is now building capability internally to take over the data 
analysis from NIWA. It was noted that an annual report card will be produced for the key variables of 
nitrate and chlorophyll-a, with a full analysis of all parameters presented every three years. 

Clrs Barsanti/Oddie:   
That the report card be received. 

Carried 

ATTENDANCE: Mr J Sigmund, GIS Analyst and Dr Robert Langridge (GNS Sciences) were present 
for the following item. 

R.16/17.34 Active Fault Mapping and Fault Avoidance 
Zones for the Wairau Fault, Marlborough 
District E385-003-02 

The report to the Committee provided an update on a recently completed Envirolink funded project - 
Mapping of the active Wairau Fault and provision of a Fault Avoidance Zone (Stage One). The report, 
“Active Fault mapping and Fault Avoidance Zones for the Wairau Vault, Marlborough District” was 
included with the agenda for members’ information. To highlight this report a powerpoint presentation 
was shown (presentation filed in Trim – Record No. 16136816) 

Dr Langridge advised members that faults/earthquakes cause permanent ground deformation and that 
2010-2011 Canterbury EQs are the obvious example of this. However, the MfE Guidelines provide a 
means to deal with these hazards and District Councils need to adopt best fault linework and 
avoidance zones.  

It was noted that the recent acquisition of a high-precision Light Detection and Ranging (LiDAR) 
provides a technology step in providing the best possible fault location data and the ability to build on 
and supersede previous fault line work and GIS Data held by the Council 

Members were advised that the new information from this study will be included in the register of 
hazard prone areas held by the Council which is used to assess resource consent applications to 
ensure compliance with the Resource Management and Building Acts.  

Clrs Oddie/Arbuckle:   
That the report be received. 

Carried 

ATTENDANCE: Nicky Eade, Environmental Scientist – Land Resources was present for the following 
item. 

R.16/17.35 Significant Natural Areas Project - Summary 
of Results of Landowner Attitudes and 
Awareness Questionnaire and Monitoring 
Re-visits of Un-managed Significant Natural 
Area Sites 2015/16 E310-009-001 

The report to the Committee provided an overview of the results of a recent programme to evaluate 
the ongoing effectiveness of the significant natural areas (SNA) programme where active 
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management or restoration actions have not been implemented.  Information was collected on both 
SNA landowner attitudes and awareness through a telephone questionnaire and, on the condition of 
un-managed SNA sites, through field visits to a selection of sites to assess their state and condition 
trend. The report, “Significant Natural Areas Project Summary of Results of Landowner Attitudes and 
Awareness Questionnaire and Monitoring Re-visits of Un-managed Significant Natural Area Sites 
2015/16” was included with the agenda for members’ information.  To highlight this report a 
powerpoint presentation was shown (presentation filed in Trim – Record No. 16137234). 

Members were aware that through the Resource Management Act 1991 and its subsequent 
amendments, the Council has a role in maintaining and protecting indigenous biodiversity and 
significant natural areas in the Marlborough region.  Since 2001 the Council has implemented the 
Significant Natural Areas (SNA) project, which has involved extensive field based ecological survey 
work on private land and a subsequent protection and monitoring programme to identify sites and help 
landowners protect and manage these sites.  

It was noted that the survey focussed on re-engaging with all landowners in four ecological district 
areas that have SNA sites on their properties and re-visiting a selection of sites where no active 
management has taken place since the original identification in 2001/2002.   

Ms Eade advised members that 49 landowners completed the telephone questionnaire, 25 in the first 
season (Kekerengu and Medway ecological districts) and 24 in the second season (Grassmere and 
Wither Hills ecological districts).  It was noted that there is a clear difference in the levels of awareness 
and knowledge between the two groups, with the first group having higher levels across all of the 
areas discussed.  

Members were advised that further work to promote the programme and its objectives is needed. It 
was noted that an annual newsletter is circulated but it is difficult to keep things fresh when it is a long 
running programme. It was noted that sector groups need to take some responsibility in getting this 
information out to landowners. 

In response to a query raised on whether the information regarding SNA sites is contained on Council 
property files. Ms Eade advised that the information on whether a property has an SNA site is 
confidential, however, notification of the possible presence of a Significant Natural Feature is noted 
within a LIM report. 

While most of the sites that were re-visited are naturally resilient remnants within very highly modified 
landscapes, a number are in a deteriorating condition due to the impacts of weeds, feral animals and 
farm stock.  

Members were advised that the review has provided some information to assist in evaluating the 
effectiveness of the SNA programme which is based on a long term and voluntary approach. While 
there has been some positive proactive action in protecting a number of sites through the programme, 
further work to prioritise efforts to protect the biodiversity values within sites and promote landowner 
awareness and interest, would be beneficial to ensure that it continues to remain relevant and 
encourages the proactive action needed to successfully manage and protect remnant biodiversity 
areas on private land.  

It was noted that the assistance programme is undergoing a review as it has not been looked at since 
the programme started. Mr Johnson noted that once the review is completed it will be brought back to 
this Committee for consideration which will provided an opportunity to look at other ways of 
incentivising landowners. It was noted that there would need to be an increase in resourcing to take on 
the extra workload that keeping landowners informed and promoting the project would entail. 

Members were advised that all landowners are keen to remain involved with the project and do prefer 
the voluntary approach.  

Clrs Barsanti/Oddie:   
That the report be received. 

Carried 
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ATTENDANCE: Meeting adjourned at 11.10 am and reconvened at 11.15 am. 

ATTENDANCE: Steffi Henkel, Environmental Scientist – Water Quality was present for the following 
two items and Alan Johnson, Environmental Science & Monitoring Manager was present for the 
following item. 

R.16/17.36 Recreational Water Quality of the Taylor 
River - Update E375-017-001, E375-017-002 

The report to the Committee provided an update on the actions taken around the investigation of high 
E. coli concentration in the Taylor River at Riverside. 

Members were aware that at the 16 June Environment Committee meeting the 2015/16 Recreational 
Bathing Water report was presented which highlighted that there was a continuing issue with elevated 
E. coli concentrations at the monitoring site at Riverside. It was noted that 21 beaches and river sites 
are monitored for indicator bacteria concentrations during the summer months.  The Taylor River at 
Riverside is the only one of these sites that has Suitability for Recreation Grade of ‘Very Poor’.  The 
main reason is high E. coli concentrations that are not associated with rainfall. 

A number of investigations have shown that concentrations are very variable at the Taylor Riverside 
site, changing from slightly elevated to high concentrations within the course of the day.  However, 
there appears to be no relationship between E. coli concentrations and other variables such as flow, 
time of day, duck numbers, water temperature, conductivity or tide levels.   

Members were advised that stormwater outlets throughout Blenheim were sampled as part of a wider 
Taylor River Characterisation Study.  The results of the stormwater monitoring are currently in the form 
of a draft report that will be published in the near future.  It was noted that the preliminary results 
suggest that water from stormwater outlets near the Riverside sampling site had occasionally 
extremely high E. coli concentrations during dry weather conditions but results were highly variable.  

It was reported that several sewerage pipelines were identified as potential sources with the possibility 
of damage due to earthquakes and the aging of the sewerage system could be causing leakage of 
sewage into the ground and into stormwater pipes.  A number of these sewers are scheduled to be 
inspected and repaired in the near future. It was noted that dye testing has been carried out to identify 
any areas of leakage from the sewerage system that could be impacting on the water quality of the 
Taylor River however initial results were inconclusive. 

Members were advised that key personnel from Regulatory and the Assets and Services Departments 
of Council met in June of this year to discuss the possible causes of the poor water quality of the 
Taylor River at Riverside.  The outcome of the meeting was that a smaller ‘cross-Council’ project team 
has been established to focus on the assessment of causes, communication of outcomes to the wider 
group and the Council and the development of an action plan. It was noted that updates will be 
provided to the Committee once further information on potential contamination sources are determined 
or monitoring shows that progressive upgrading of the infrastructure network provided positive 
outcomes.   

Clrs Barsanti/Arbuckle:   
That the information be received. 

Carried 

R.16/17.37 Doctors Creek - Water Quality Booklet for 
Landowners E375-017-002 

The report to the Committee advised of the actions taken to improve water quality in the Doctors 
Creek catchment and to present a draft booklet to be distributed to the owners of private properties 
adjacent to main waterways in the catchment.  
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Members were aware that regular State of the Environment sampling has shown that water quality in 
Doctors Creek is classified as marginal.  Funding was approved to investigate the source of poor 
water quality and investigative sampling was carried out in 2013/2014 and published in the report 
“Taylor River Catchment Characterisation - Doctors Creek” in 2015. 

Ms Henkel reported that the water quality parameters that were identified as elevated included 
turbidity and bacteria (E. coli) counts.  It was noted that the main causes were direct stock access; 
poor stream bank management; aquatic vegetation management. 

Ms Henkel advised that some landowners are proactive and willing to do their bit to improve water 
quality and that where direct cattle access was shown to have a significant impact on water quality 
parameters permanent fencing is now keeping the cattle out of the waterway and trees have been 
planted on the stream banks. 

To further encourage landowners to carry out similar improvements a small booklet (which was 
attached to the agenda for members’ information) has been created.  The booklet outlines the main 
issues causing poor water quality in Doctors Creek and describes actions required to address those 
issues.  The booklet also contains a short guide on riparian planting. It was also suggested that the 
possibility of financial assistance to landowners could create more commitment to improving the water 
quality.  

It was noted that the new MEP requires the Council to create catchment enhancement plans for 
waterways identified as degraded, with Doctors Creek as one of the waterways identified in the plan.  
Members were advised that the next step will be the creation of a catchment enhancement plan for 
Doctors Creek but in the interim the focus will be on working with landowners on a voluntary basis. 

Clrs Barsanti/Jerram:   
That the information be received. 

Carried 

ATTENDANCE: Karen Winter, Environmental Health Officer was present for the following item. 

R.16/17.38 Environmental Health Activity Summary for 
2015/16 E350-004-009-02 

The report to the Committee provided a brief overview of the activities undertaken by the 
Environmental Health Team for the 2015/16 registration year and how the Food Act 2014 is being 
implemented. To highlight this report a powerpoint presentation was shown (presentation filed in Trim 
– Record No. 16137337). 

Ms Winter advised members that the teams target of inspecting all food premises at least once per 
annum has been achieved. It was noted that there are currently 272 registered food premises in 
Marlborough with all premises being inspected. It was noted that the performance target for inspecting 
other registered premises, consisting of 87, premises has also been achieved. It was advised that 
targets have been met for inspecting on-licence premises also. 

Members were advised that 30 businesses opted for the VIP programme with the remaining 28 
registering post March 2016.  

Members were advised that The Environmental Health Team have achieved their performance targets 
for the 2015/2016 year. It was noted that performance measures are being reviewed to ensure 
conformance with legislative requirements. 

The implementation of the Food Act 2014 is underway with operators being educated and assisted in 
transitioning to their new risk-based regime. 

Members were advised that the team sent out a survey consisting of four questions to all registered 
premises in June, this was included with their premises renewal of registration forms. It was noted that 
the responses received ranged from 9.1 to 9.4 out of 10, with 1 being not clear and 10 being very clear 
and 1 being unsatisfied and 10 very satisfied. It was noted that further surveys will be sent out 
following each premises annual inspection or Food Act Verifications. The questions will be used to 
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identify improvements in the process, the owner’s understanding of the inspection/verification and 
overall performance of the Environmental Health Team. 

Members were advised on the three CPOs carried over the 2015/16 period. It was noted that these 
operations use volunteers to test licensed operators on whether they will likely sell to persons under 
the legal purchase age. It was reported that during the September operation three premises sold to a 
minor. It was reported that all three premises were prosecuted and incurred a suspension of their 
off-licence ranging from 5 days to 42 days. 

Ms Winter noted the team’s targets for 2016/2017. 

Clrs Barsanti/Oddie:   
That the information be received. 

Carried 

ATTENDANCE: Graeme Nelson, Environmental Protection Officer was present for the following item. 

R.16/17.39 Environmental Protection Compliance and 
Enforcement Activity Summary for 2015/16 
 E360-005-002-01 

The report to the Committee provided an overview of the Compliance activities undertaken by the 
Environmental Protection Group (the Group) for the 2015/16 year. To highlight this report a powerpoint 
presentation was shown (presentation filed in Trim – Record No. 16137974). 

Mr Nelson noted that the main activities of the Compliance group are to monitor consents, respond to 
complaints and initiate enforcement is required.  It was noted that there are currently eight 
Environmental Protection Officers and a Monitoring Administration officer.  The officers operate fixed 
and rotating roles between Compliance Officers investigating complaints and Monitoring Officers 
undertaking proactive consent monitoring.  A Duty Compliance Officer and Duty Monitoring Officer are 
rostered on each week. It was noted that the Environmental Protection Section receives between 400-
600 complaints per year.  This excludes excessive noise complaints, which are between 1100-1500 
per year.  Members were advised that there are over 33,000 resource consents which have a 
monitoring requirement on them. Ms Ferguson advised members that a separate monitoring report will 
be provided to members.  

Members were advised that 539 complaints were actioned with the team following a standard template 
when undertaking the decision making process.  This ensures that the process is robust fair and 
consistent. It was noted that an Enforcement Decision Tool has been developed reflecting the 
standard range of factors which follows a similar structure to the Monitoring Traffic Light system.   

Members were advised that the Group has sent a number of its officers to the Basic Investigative 
Skills training course run by Waikato Regional Council.  This course supports officers to conduct their 
investigative role to achieve robust evidential sufficiency through best practice.    

Members of the Group also attend Webinars run by the Law Society from time to time.  

It was reported that the Compliance Group has also joined AELERT.  The Australasian Environmental 
Law Enforcement and Regulators network is a well-respected and internationally recognised 
professional network for environmental regulators across Australia and New Zealand which provides a 
number of useful resources. 

Clrs Barsanti/Shenfield:   
That the information be received.  

Carried 



Environment Committee - 28 July 2016 - Page 9 

R.16/17.40 Appointment of Hearings Commissioner 
 R450-004-02  

The Committee was asked to consider Mr Mike Freeman for inclusion on the list of Hearing 
Commissioners. 

Mr Freeman’s CV was attached to the agenda for members’ information. 

It was noted that Mr Freeman meets the accreditation requirements of section 39A of the Resource 
Management Act 1991. Hearings Commissioners can be called on to hear and determine applications 
for resource consent pursuant to section 34A of the Resource Management Act 1991. 

Clrs Oddie /Shenfield:   
That Mr Mike Freeman be appointed to act as a Hearings Commissioner as and when required 
and that he be advised accordingly. 

Carried 

ATTENDANCE: Alex van Wijngaarden, Harbour Master was present for the following three items. 

R.16/17.41 Aids to Navigation H100-005-16 
The report to the Committee provided an update of the on-going management of Aids to Navigation 
(AtoNs). 

Members were advised that IALA standards for all lit navigation aids have been achieved for the past 
six weeks. 

Members were advised that there have been two failures since the previous report and these were at 
Oke Rock and Kaipupu Point. It was reported that the Otamango Point light in Tory Channel/Kura Te 
Au experienced technical difficulties but did not fail. 

It was noted that a GSM capable light has been installed at Shag Point which will enable constant 
monitoring of the light status and battery.   

Lighting in the Queen Charlotte Sound/Totaranui east of Dieffenbach Point is being reviewed with a 
view to lighting the deep water shipping channel east of Long Island.  This is to ensure larger ships 
with deep drafts are able to arrive and depart 24/7.  

Members were advised that the AtoN management and monitoring database has been returned to the 
supplier to undertake repairs.  The delay in the completion of the database is causing considerable 
frustration for the Harbours team.  

Clrs Shenfield/Arbuckle: 
That the information be received. 

Carried 

R.16/17.42 Marine Farm Light Audits H100-004-003-16  
The report to Committee provided an update on the ongoing marine farm light audits that are being 
carried out. 

Members were advised that following Council reviewing the conditions of consent for individual marine 
farms it was seen as an ideal opportunity to rationalise the number of lights each farm required. It was 
sought to introduce retro reflective tape in conjunction with radar reflectors, where appropriate, in 
areas where it was considered that lights would be superfluous.  
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It was noted that the majority of consents have now been reviewed, an audit to record compliance with 
lighting requirements has now been resumed, a matter the Marine Farming Association was advised 
of in advance. It was noted that the larger farm owners are proactive in monitoring their own farms.  

Members were advised that there is still considerable variability with respect to requirements relating 
to the inshore marking of marine farms and work to clarify matters in conjunction with the Marine 
Farming Association has been completed. 

It has also been noted that on several farms more longlines are in the water than is permitted by the 
resource consent and these have been referred to the Compliance Unit for action. 

Clrs Oddie/Barsanti:   
That the information be received. 

Carried 

R.16/17.43 Harbour Fees and Charges - Review 
 H100-001-01  

The report to the Committee provided a review of fees and charges applicable to Harbour Functions. 

Members are aware that as Harbour Authority, the Council provides services to ensure that the 
region’s waterways remain safe for all users and that the Maritime Transport Act 1994 (the Act) at 
section 33R empowers the Harbour Master to introduce fees and charges. 

It was reported that the fee charges relating to maritime safety functions provided by the Council were 
originally set through a bylaw.  At a previous Council meeting it was resolved that Harbour fees and 
charges are reviewed annually as part of the Annual Plan process. A table outlining the harbour fees 
and charges as approved by the Council was included with the agenda for members’ information. 

Members were advised that the only amendment to the fees and charges table is that the vessel 
Resolution has replaced Discovery and it is therefore necessary to update the table. 

Clrs Barsanti/Shenfield:   
1. That the information be received. 

2. That the Harbour Fees and Charges table is amended by deleting the vessel Discovery 
and replacing it with the vessel Resolution. 

Carried 

Clr Oddie and Shenfield noted that their experience of being onboard the boat Resolution was very 
positive even in rough weather. They also acknowledged the skill and expertise of their skipper. 

R.16/17.44 Information Package - 
Clrs Oddie/Arbuckle:   
That the Regulatory Department Information Package dated 28 July 2016 be received and 
noted. 

Carried 

The meeting closed at 12.22 pm. 

Record No:  16136813 
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