
 

Minutes of a Meeting of the  
REGIONAL PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE  

held in the Council Chambers, 15 Seymour Street, Blenheim on  
THURSDAY, 11 FEBRUARY 2016 commencing at 9.00 am. 

Present 
Councillors T E Hook (Chairperson), Mayor Sowman, G I T Evans, P J S Jerram, J C Leggett and 
D D Oddie.    

Also Present 
Councillors J A Arbuckle, G S Barsanti, C J Brooks, B G Dawson and L M Shenfield, 

In Attendance 
Mr N Henry (Manager, Strategic Planning and Economic Development) and Kathy Payne (Committee 
Secretary). 

Apologies 
Mayor Sowman/Clr Jerram: 
That the apology for absence from Clr T M Sloan be received and sustained and the apologies 
for non attendance from Clrs J L Andrews and J P Bagge be noted. 

Carried 

R.15/16.235 Marlborough Town Centre Health 
Checks 2016 E100-005-009 

Mr Henry provided a presentation to the Committee summarising the recently undertaken health 
checks for Blenheim and Picton town centres.  He advised that the purpose of the health checks are a 
snapshot in time of how the town centres of Blenheim and Picton are performing.  ‘The Marlborough 
Region Town Health Checks 2016’ report prepared by Chrissy Bright was included with the agenda 
with summary posters also in the agenda.   

Members were advised that as this was the third report produced for the Blenheim town centre and 
trends and insight into changes that have occurred since 2011 were identified.  In general the town 
centre of Blenheim is healthy and has improved.  Positives included the quality of pedestrian routes, 
the state of the environment and street edge vitality, the establishment of pocket parks and upgrading 
the town centre.  Areas of concern included traffic management in the town centre, primarily parking 
provisions, and the vacant buildings in the town centre.  The possibility of pedestrianizing parts of 
Market Street also came up in the survey. 

The Councillors discussed the introduction of pedestrian areas, in particular along Market Street, and 
pedestrian routes as raised through the pedestrian survey.  It was agreed that some research would 
be undertaken and then brought back to be discussed in a workshop by the appropriate officer.   

In respect of the Picton town centre results Mr Henry advised that Picton town centre is also healthy 
and has been improving since the first Picton Town Centre report completed in 2014.  The small town 
centre caters well for the tourist population with much of the activity occurring in the northern portion of 
the town around High Street, London Quay and the foreshore reserve.  It was noted that the peripheral 
streets such as Wellington Street and Auckland Street do not demonstrate the same level of strong 
vitality and environmental quality as the High Street area and maybe some thought could go to 
improving this. 

The initiative of pop up stores utilising empty retail spaces was endorsed.  
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Councillor Evans thought it would be appropriate to apply a similar methodology to regional townships.  
Mr Henry advised that it could be considered.   

Clrs Leggett/Oddie:   
That the information be received. 

Carried 

ATTENDANCE: Ms S Witehira, Council’s Regional Events Strategy Co-ordinator, was present for the 
following item. 

R.15/16.236 Marlborough Regional Events Strategy 
Update E100-002-001-01 

The report to the Committee informed members on progress with the Marlborough Regional Events 
Strategy which is direct result of Grow Marlborough’s initiative to develop and support a regional 
approach to events.  

Ms Witehira spoke about the major upcoming events.  This included information on the Marlborough 
Wine and Food Festival ticket sales and celebrity chefs, that the New Zealand Scout Jamboree 
marketed Marlborough at the 25th Asia-Pacific regional Scout Conference in Korea, and the Saint 
Clair Vineyard Half Marathon and associated events.  Ms Witehira said about 85% of participants in 
the Saint Clair event were from outside the region. 

Sponsorship of events was discussed and it was noted that Air New Zealand sponsored a regional 
event in Hawkes Bay.  Councillor Brooks asked for information on the new direct flights to Hawkes 
Bay. 

Ms Witehira advised that the International Sauvignon Blanc Celebration 2016 held from the 
1-3 February was very successful and will be held again in 2020.   

Regional and niche events were also noted.  The Navy has approached Council regarding their 75th 
Anniversary celebrations for assistance in co-ordination and promotion.  The Events Co-ordinator 
assisted the NZ Army Museum find a suitable location for their Heartlanders Tour at the carpark 
beside Liz Davidson Park and assisted other new events looking to set up in Marlborough.  The 
NZAEP Seminar was well attended in Marlborough.   

Members were advised that around 36,000 Long Brilliant Summer Follow-ME brochures were 
distributed around Nelson, Tasman, Marlborough and Christchurch. 

Phantom Billstickers, who presented at the June 2014 Committee meeting, have advised they can no 
longer supply the bollards for event promotion.  Members were advised that alternative solutions are 
being looked into. 

Councillor Arbuckle noted events such as the International Sauvignon Blanc Celebration which was 
granted commercial events funding has been value for money and worth the Council investment. 

Clrs Leggett/Evans: 
That the information be received. 

Carried 

R.15/16.237 Small Townships Fund Sub-committee 
 D050-001-S03 

The Minutes of the Small Townships fund Sub-committee meeting held on 9 November 2015 and 
16 December 2015 were attached to the agenda for ratification by the Committee. 
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Mr Henry responded to questions from the Committee.  He advised that the Small Townships Fund 
and the Sub-committee was established as part of the Long Term Plan last year.  He said the projects 
noted in the minutes are pilots subject to the full criteria being established.  In respect of the 
co-ordinator position for Seddon, members were advised that after consideration it was not deemed 
necessary at this point in time as things were progressing with the groups that are working within 
Seddon.  It was confirmed that the footpath in Wairau Valley should be completed this year if 
approved by the sub-committee. 

Councillor Barsanti reported on the progress of projects in Havelock.    

Clrs Jerram/Leggett: 
That the Minutes of the Small Townships Fund Sub-committee meetings held on 9 November 
2015 and 16 December 2015 be ratified. 

Carried 

R.15/16.238 Smart and Connected Project Update 
 E100-010-01, E100-010-03, E100-010-07 

Mr Henry updated the Committee on progress since the last Committee meeting with the internal and 
external implementation of Smart and Connected..   

Progress with implementation of the Wood sector, Visitor economy, the Business Improvement district 
poll, and the Renwick, Havelock and Picton communities were detailed in the report to the Committee.  
Mr Henry also provided a verbal update at the meeting. 

Members were advised that in respect of the Wood Sector that an annual review is underway.  
Mr Henry also noted forestry mapping for Kenepuru, the thermowood project, communication and 
social licence and the Wood First project applying to the new Picton library. 

The Visitor Economy leadership group held its first meeting on 15 October where tasks in the Growth 
Plan were assigned to project leads.   

The Blenheim Business Association has decided not to ask the Council to establish the Business 
Improvement District rate in 2016/17 following the poll held in October/November 2015.  Mr Henry 
advised that the Blenheim Business Association will hold an AGM on 25 February and elect a new 
committee, and then seek voluntary contributions to help it implement the Strategic Plan.  It may 
approach Council for a contribution via the Annual Plan.  

The Renwick Smart and Connected group formally took over the Renwick Residents’ Association in 
November.  The steering group has met three times to discuss work across a number of areas.  
Councillor Brooks noted the achievements of the group to date. 

The Havelock Community Association has a new chair, Bruce Chamberlain, and there are currently 
two vacancies on the Association.   

Mr Henry noted that the Picton group is active.  Discussions have been held regarding branding and 
communication which will be under the umbrella of Only Marlborough and the Marlborough Story 
overlay. 

Mr Henry also advised that discussions have taken place with the Marine Farming Association to 
proceed with establishing an Aquaculture Smart and Connected Group and the project will get 
underway in February. 

A Smart and Connected awards celebration will be held at the Rangitane Centre, Grovetown at 
4.30 pm on the 31 March 2016. 

Mayor Sowman/Clr Leggett:  
That the information be received. 
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Carried 

ATTENDANCE: Ms J Tito, Council’s Smart Business Officer, was present for the following item. 

R.15/16.239 Economic Development Project Update 
 E100-009-01, E100-005-02, E100-010-02 

Mr Henry introduced Ms Tito, who will be focused on the Smart Business Marlborough group of 
projects and working with the Smart and Connected industry groups, to the Committee.   

The purpose of the report to the Committee was to update the Committee on progress with the 
economic development projects targeted to assist business growth and development under the ‘Smart 
Business Marlborough’ banner. 

As part of the Smart Business Marlborough programme, Council has been active in supporting a 
number of economic development projects in the district.  These projects include Infometrics economic 
information, the  Food and Beverage Innovation Cluster, Smart Business Marlborough, Business Trust 
Marlborough, developing links with China and the Marlborough wine labour study.   

At the meeting Mr Henry provided further information on the above projects and advised that 
Infometrics has recently updated its economic information tool.  Members were advised that a full 
report on the Marlborough Economic Profile was available if required.  As Councillors were interested 
in further information it was decided to ask Infometrics for a detailed presentation. 

Four Smart Business Marlborough enquiries have been received and responded to since October and 
the Council hosted two visits to Marlborough by the Chinese consulate in Christchurch.  The Council is 
also contributing funding to enable workshops to discuss boosting youth employment and connecting 
our employers, schools and young people.   

Mr Henry advised the Only Marlborough regional identity is continuing to be implemented within 
Council and by other organisations and businesses in the region. 

The Mayor suggested that there was an opportunity to promote Blenheim’s sunniest town award, for 
example, within signage at the town’s entrances.  The Councillors agreed the award was an 
opportunity for publicity and the Mayor will work with the Chairman and Mr Henry to facilitate that work.   

Clrs Leggett/Jerram: 
That the information be received. 

Carried 

ATTENDANCE: Mr G Hope, Chief Executive of MRC, was present for the following item. 

R.15/16.240 Marlborough Food and Beverage Innovation 
Cluster - Report: Six months July - 
December 2015  E100-009-01 

Mr Gerald Hope, Chief Executive of MRC, was at the meeting to present the Marlborough Food and 
Beverage Innovation Cluster report for the Half Year to the Committee.  He advised the report, which 
was included with the agenda, outlined work in progress and highlights over the last six months.  
Mr Hope noted that Lintbells UK has recently joined the Food and Beverage Innovation Cluster.  
Members were advised that the purpose of the Food and Beverage Cluster is to conduct a systematic 
approach to export focussed innovation activities for businesses.  He noted that the Premium Foods to 
China initiative is unique in New Zealand and has a product development manager in China.  It has 
been very successful, as reported on previously, and Mr Hope introduced two participating companies 
to the Committee. 
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Firstly, John Murphy of Marlborough Garlic spoke to the Committee about how the benefits of the 
cluster had enabled the company to expand internationally.  He said the China initiative has been key 
to developing new products and markets.  He said that the Marlborough brand provided a competitive 
advantage marketing garlic products in China, also the expertise outside their own business and 
marketing through the programme was a key issue.  Protecting that advantage was something being 
worked through currently.   

Kelvin Deaker, of Taylor Pass Honey (previously The Honey Company) also spoke to the Committee.  
He said that Premium Foods to China had assisted immensely through new market channels and 
brand development enabling significant expansion and increased employment.  He said the Only 
Marlborough brand will assist the brand going forward.   

In respect of food safety and the integrity of products, Mr Hope advised it is the responsibility of the 
cluster through the expertise of the product development manager in China. 

Mr Hope said it is clear throughout the report that a lot has been achieved in 2½ years although it has 
been contained because the cluster does not have the resources to maintain that level.  He said that 
although the Council has supported the cluster by $75,000 for the 2015/16 financial year there is a 
need for ongoing support to be secured for the cluster’s future development.  This amounted to 
$140,000 per annum for three years, which when coupled with MRC’s commitment and the 
contribution by cluster members would secure the continued growth of the cluster.  The Councillors 
said it would be appropriate to put this forward to the Annual Plan.   

Clr Leggett/Mayor Sowman: 
That the Marlborough Food and Beverage Innovation Cluster – Report for Half Year to 
31 December 2015, be received.    

Carried 

R.15/16.241 Information Package - 
Clrs Evans/Oddie:   
That the Regional Planning and Development Information Package dated 11 February 2016  be 
received and noted. 

Carried 

R.15/16.242 Decision to Conduct Business with the 
Public Excluded - 

Clrs Evans/Jerram:   
That the public be excluded from the following parts of the proceedings of this meeting, 
namely: 

- Marlborough Food and Beverage Innovation Cluster – Six Month Report July – 
December 2015. 

The general subject of each matter to be considered while the public is excluded, the reason 
for passing this resolution in relation to each matter and the specific grounds under Section 
48(1) of the Local Government Official Information and Meetings Act 1987 for the passing of 
this resolution are as follows: 
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General Subject of each 
matter to be considered 

Reason for passing this 
resolution in relation to 
each matter 

Ground(s) under Section 48(1) for the 
passing of this resolution 

Marlborough Food and 
Beverage Innovation 
Cluster – Six Month 
Report July – 
December 2015 

To protect information 
where the making 
available of the 
information would be 
likely unreasonably to 
prejudice the commercial 
position of the person who 
supplied or who is the 
subject of the information, 
as provided for under 
Section 7(2)(b)(ii). 

That the public conduct of the relevant 
part of the proceedings of the meeting 
would be likely to result in the 
disclosure of information for which 
good reason for withholding exists 
under Section 7 of the Local 
Government Official Information and 
Meetings Act 1987. 

 
Carried 

 

The meeting closed at 11.15 am. 

 

Record No.  1625706 
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