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Minutes of a Meeting of the 
ANIMAL CONTROL SUB-COMMITTEE  

held in the Kenepuru Room, 15 Seymour Street, Blenheim  
on MONDAY, 3 APRIL 2017 commencing at 1.12 pm 

Present 
Clrs J A Arbuckle, (Chairperson), L M Shenfield and N P Taylor. 

In Attendance 
Ms J Robertson (MDC Animal Control – Contract Manager), Ms K O’Hagan and Mr P Murphy (Maataa 
Waka/Animal Control), Kaycee Polkinghorne (SPCA), Ms N Chauval (Committee Secretary), and Jane Buckman 
and Sue McDonald (Renwick Smart & Connected). 

X.16/17.364 Confirmation of Previous Minutes – 30 January 
2017 

 Description  Who’s 
Responsible Action Update 

1. Contact Karen Fisher to discuss 
publishing an article on the 
February Responsible Dog 
Owner campaign. 

Shelley Lines 
and Peter 
Murphy 

• Article on responsible dog owners was published 
Thursday, 23 March Marlborough Express. Further 
articles will be published in the Midweek Express.  

• Campaign originally planned for a month but 
agreed to continue on for another month. 

• Mr Murphy provided the following stats resulting 
from the patrols undertaken – 60 people spoken to; 
59 were carrying leads, 57 were currently 
registered and displaying their tags, 2 people had 
dogs that were registered but dogs were not 
displaying tags and 1 unregistered dog. All dogs 
were microchipped. 46 did have doggy doo bags, 
the ones that didn’t - some had just used them and 
put them in rubbish bin.  

• Animal Control vehicles will be using magnetic 
stickers to advertise when dog registration is due. 

2. Confirmation that it is ok to lease 
land from the Powell’s 
(8 Inkerman Street, Renwick) for 
a dog park.  

Shelley Yes it is possible. 

3. Determine zoning for the land. Shelley Zoned Rural  
4. Contact number of land owner to 

Cynthia.  
Shelley Completed 

5. Contact land owner to confirm 
whether they would be willing to 
proceed. 

Cynthia Completed 

6. Organise site visit for Committee 
Members to the Powell property.  

Shelley To be completed. 
Invite Jane Buckman, Sue McDonald, and Planning, 
Finance & Community Committee members to attend 
the site visit. 

7. Meet with Jono Underwood to 
provide a biosecurity report to the 
Committee on the Chilean Needle 
Grass issue on the proposed 
area. 

Shelley Arranged – providing a report to this meeting. 
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 Description  Who’s 
Responsible Action Update 

8. That tenders for the completion of 
a PSI on the proposed Blenheim 
dog park site be called. 
The tenders received will be 
presented at the next meeting 
where a decision will be made. 

Shelley Report to members later in the agenda. 

9. Advise SPCA to put in writing 
their proposal to submit to the 
Lotto Commission for funding for 
the desexing of cats. Attention 
Shelley/Clr Arbuckle for 
consideration.   

Shelley • Ms Polkinghorne has sent the application to the 
SPCA grants people who have requested that 
some amendments be made. Ms Polkinghorne to 
forward application to Ms Robertson to amend. 

• Ms Polkinghorne advised that the SPCA is 
receiving feedback that the number of stray and 
feral cats in Marlborough is exploding.  
It was suggested that Clr Shenfield discuss further 
with SPCA and then approach Compliance for a 
way forward. 

10. Provide statistics from the 
patrolling spreadsheets and have 
an outline of what signage in 
areas of reserves need to be 
upgraded and looked at. 

Shelley Report to members later in the agenda. 

11. Continue investigating doggy do 
pods for Rarangi Beach. 

Shelley Meeting with DoC to be arranged. 

12. Contact Robert Hutchison to see 
if the pods were purchased for 
Beach Road. 

Shelley • Beach Road completed and operational.  
• Mr Murphy queried whether he could have the 

contact number for the contractor who looks after 
the stands so he can contact when stands need to 
be refilled. It was suggested that Animal Control 
could get a small amount of bags to restock the 
stands if necessary and then let the contractor 
know that it has been restocked. 

13. Contact Alec McNeil to provide a 
report to the Committee on cost 
effective options for disposing of 
compostable doggy doo bags. 

Shelley Currently no compost options available. Suggest 
members keep in mind if a solution does present 
itself in future. 

Clrs Arbuckle/Taylor: 
That the minutes of the meeting held on 30 January 2017 be taken as read and confirmed as a true and 
correct record. 

Carried 

X.16/17.365 Key Areas 
Bylaws 
Clr Arbuckle advised that he has spoken with the Blenheim Business Association (BBA) who are intending to 
canvas their members and then discuss at a BBA meeting whether they to put forward a submission on allowing 
dogs in the CBD.  

Contractor 
Report provided later in the meeting. 

Review Fees 
Report provided later in the meeting. 

Education 
Mr Murphy noted that Animal Control’s Education Officer is finding that the schools’ curriculum is very full and 
they have indicated that the Clued Up Kids programme, which is held annually, seems to be enough.  
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It was suggested that Carol approach preschools to capture kids as they are transitioning to schools as a 
potential way forward. 

Following general discussion on what other avenues and support could be offered as educating children on dog 
safety is valuable, it was agreed the Sub-Committee would provide a letter endorsing the programme which 
would be sent to schools.  

Ms Polkinghorne advised that the SPCA run a number of programmes in schools and suggested that the 
Education Officer could possibly join in with these.  It was suggested that Ms Polkinghorne email the information 
to Mr Murphy. 

Infrastructure 
No discussion. 

X.16/17.366 Renwick Dog Park  
Cr Arbuckle advised that the recommendation for Foxes Island from the 30 January meeting has been ratified by 
Council.  

It was suggested that Alec McNeil, Council’s Solid Waste Manager, and Stuart Donaldson, Council’s Planning 
and Development Engineer, provide a report identifying: 
1. Level of work required for Foxes Island; 
2. Costs required to remedy the site; and 
3. Whether a resource consent is required.  

Once costings have been identified it was suggested that the Sub-Committee submit to the Long Term Plan for 
funding. It was noted that the $100,000 that has been allocated for dog parks would not be sufficient remedying 
contaminated sites.  

Members were advised that other uses for Foxes Island have been suggested and these are likely to be outlined 
in a submission to the 2017-18 Annual Plan. 

Clrs Arbuckle/Taylor: 
That a report be provided by Alec McNeil (MDC, Solid Waste Manager) and Stuart Donaldson (MDC, 
Planning & Development Engineer) on work to be undertaken for the Foxes Island Dog Park by 
11 July 2017. 

Carried 

Giesen Centre 
An aerial of the area to be leased was circulated to members.  

Members were advised that the owners of the land, Debbie Powell and partner, have been contacted and they 
are willing to lease the area for the proposed dog park. However, there are some issues regarding dog access 
through the Giesen Sports Park as there is currently a bylaw in place restricting dog access through Giesen’s 
Sports ground. It was noted that this could possibly be overcome by a bylaw change that provides for a strip 
through the park to enable access to the proposed dog park. If this was not possible there would only be access 
from Inkerman Street. 

It was noted that the signage within Giesen Sports ground is confusing as it identifies that all dogs are prohibited 
on the sports grounds and they must be on a lead. Members were advised that sports grounds within 
Marlborough prohibit dogs with the exception of Endeavour Park where there is a track around the outside of the 
sports field that dogs can use. 

Clr Arbuckle noted that there had been contact with Paul Guile, Chair of the Giesen Sports Centre, and Council’s 
Reserves and Amenities Manager who both had objections to establishing a dog park beside sports fields. It was 
suggested that Ms Bartlett be invited to the next meeting to advise members on her concerns. 

There was general discussion on whether high fencing which would prevent dogs being able to jump the fence 
into the sports field and balls from the sports centre coming into the dog park would possibly alleviate concerns. 
It was noted that any remediation of the site would need to be discussed with the dog park landowners before 
anything could be confirmed.  

Sue McDonald noted that The Groynes - Dog Park in Christchurch is a shining example of what a dog park could 
look like. 

https://ccc.govt.nz/services/dogs-and-animals/dogs-in-parks/dedicated-dog-parks/the-groynes/
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It was suggested that in the meantime the Sub-Committee progress the pop-up dog park with one access, 
including equipment for now with the aim of getting dual access through a bylaw review. 

Clrs Arbuckle/Taylor: 
1. That Sub-Committee members, Jane Buckman and Sue McDonald undertake a site visit. 

2. That Rosie Bartlett, Council’s Reserves and Amenities Manager, be invited to attend the site visit. 

3. That Jane Buckman and Sue McDonald draw up a site plan following the site visit to be presented 
to the Sub-Committee for approval. 
(a) Following agreement from the Sub-Committee site plan to be presented to the land owner. 
(b) Start documentation on a lease arrangement initially for one year with a two year right of 

renewal for a total of three years. 

4. That contact be made with Marlborough Roads to discuss parking options on Inkerman Street. 

Carried 

ATTENDANCE: Jono Underwood was present for the following item. 

X.16/17.367 Blenheim Dog Park  
The aerials below show the proposed area for the dog park and identification of the location of Chilean Needle 
Grass. Following is a link to Council’s - Smart Maps - Biosecurity Pest Plants 

 
Mr Underwood advised members on the Chilean Needle Grass situation in Marlborough and showed a map 
which identified where this pest weed is located. It was noted that Council is not trying to eradicate the plant 
from Marlborough but ensuring that it doesn’t go rampant. 

Members were advised that Chilean Needle Grass has been identified in the area proposed for the car park. It 
was noted that the best way to deal with the pest weed in the carpark would be to either concrete/asphalt the 
area. 

It was noted that this grass is a very invasive weed which has seeds that can lay dormant for up to 10 years. It is 
very difficult to eradicate. It was reported that the weed dislikes competition so if it was a well managed grassed 
area and irrigated well to increase competition this may stop it from developing in the exercise area. 
Mr Underwood noted that if Chilean Needle Grass was detected in the confines of that then the committee would 
need to weigh up the risk of it being transported elsewhere.  

In response to a query on whether the park would be shut down if plants were discovered in the area. 
Mr Underwood advised that there is the potential for that to happy as we wouldn’t want to dogs/people carrying 
any seeds from the park and spreading it around Marlborough. 

https://maps.marlborough.govt.nz/smaps/?map=bef9b2e5c73d43ec9fef4aeb09c9a31f
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There was discussion on the general overall risk of spreading the weed and members were advised that if you 
put a large number of people and animals into a smallish area with the presence of Chilean Need Grass this 
would significantly increase the risk of spread. 

Clr Taylor queried whether it was possible to work with Mr Underwood and his staff and to develop a biosecurity 
management plan to ensure that the risk is minimised. Mr Underwood noted that his team are undergoing 
Chilean Needle Grass management irrespective of where it is.  

It was raised that as there needs to be a detailed investigation of the site to confirm whether it has been capped 
properly which would entail bringing in a digger. Mr Underwood advised that all machinery entering the site 
should be well cleaned before they are taken off the property.  

Clr Shenfield noted that there is some confidence in the ability of the Biosecurity team managing this weed. It 
was noted that the area has been designated in the plan and the next logical step would be to get a Detailed Site 
Investigation (DSI). 

Clr Taylor suggested that we include plans to remediate the site in terms of car parking which is one of the things 
that we can do to mitigate the risk and that we do progress to a DSI of the site. 

It was noted that the PSI could potentially cost $8000 this would not include any procedures around the 
machinery that is being used and this would need to discuss with Mr Underwood. 

It was noted that we need to ensure that the information obtained from the DSI is future proofed so if we do want 
to use it in the resource consent application we have got everything we need out of that work. Members were 
advised that it is identified as a HAIL site as it the site of the old landfill.  

Clrs Arbuckle/Taylor: 
1. That a a Detailed Site Investigation (DSI) is undertaken up to a value of $10,000 and may be 

approved by the Chair of the Animal Control Sub-Committee. 

2. That any work on site is undertaken in conjunction with Council’s Biosecurity Team with particular 
attention being paid to machinery moving on and off site. 

3. That Jane Buckman and Sue McDonald investigate potential surfaces for the area and report back 
to the Sub-Committee.  

Carried 

ATTENDANCE:  Mr Underwood withdrew from the meeting at 2.10pm. 

ATTENDANCE: Jane Buckman and Sue McDonald withdrew from the meeting at 2.25pm. 

X.16/17.368  Decision to Conduct Business with the Public 
Excluded - 

Clrs Shenfield/Taylor: 
That the public be excluded from the following parts of the proceedings of this meeting, namely: 

- Dog Adoption Proposal 

The general subject of each matter to be considered while the public is excluded, the reason for passing 
this resolution in relation to each matter and the specific grounds under Section 48(1) of the Local 
Government Official Information and Meetings Act 1987 for the passing of this resolution are as follows: 
General Subject of each 
matter to be considered 

Reason for passing this 
resolution in relation to each 
matter 

Ground(s) under Section 48(1) for the 
passing of this resolution 

Dog Adoption Proposal In order to protect the 
privacy of natural persons, 
as provided for under 
Section 7(2)(a). 

That the public conduct of the relevant 
part of the proceedings of the meeting 
would be likely to result in the disclosure 
of information for which good reason for 
withholding exists under Section 7 of the 
Local Government Official Information and 
Meetings Act 1987. 

Carried 
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The meeting resumed in open session at 2.53pm. 

X.16/17.369 Animal Control – Patrols 
Mr Murphy advised members that there has been quite a lot of work around the Taylor River and Harling Park 
areas. It was noted that there is an issue with doggy doo bags being disposed of incorrectly. Ms Robertson 
circulated an image showing incorrect disposal of defecations. It was reported that overall compliance with dogs 
is ok.  

It was noted that it is likely to be happening in Harling Park because there are no doggy doo/rubbish bins 
available. It was noted that providing stands only would not solve the problem of disposing of the bags. 

Clr Arbuckle noted during recent Annual Plan discussions he had signalled that there need to some discussion 
on Reserves and rubbish bins in the LTP. It was noted that it is not necessarily having pods available it is the 
issue of people not disposing of the doggy doos properly. 

In response to this it was suggested that there needs to be a real push on educating the public doggy doo 
disposal. Currently Animal Control undertakes 80 hours of patrolling a month. It was agreed that a meeting with 
Glynn Walters (Council’s Communication Manager) be arranged to discuss the best way forward to get the 
message of ‘What do you do with your doggy do’ across. Suggested incorporating any messages with dog 
registration. 

Clr Arbuckle noted that the bylaw review is coming up and requested that Animal Control meet with 
Jane Robertson to discuss any hot spots. 

ATTENDANCE: Peter Murphy and Kelly O’Hagan withdrew from the meeting at 3.08pm. 

X.16/17.370 Bylaw Review 
Clr Arbuckle noted that the Blenheim Business Association with be meeting to discuss the possibility of dogs in 
the CBD. 

Animal Control will bring any hotspots to Jane Robertson’s attention for the next meeting.  

X.16/17.371 Doggy Do Stations 
Harling Park 
Clr Shenfield/Taylor: 
That a doggy doo station will not be installed until further discussion through the LTP about rubbish bins 
is had. 
Carried 

Beach Road Waikawa 
Complete 

Rarangi DOC Land 
Ms Robertson to report back at the next meeting. 

X.16/17.372 Review of Dog Registration Fees for 2018/2019 
Ms Robertson advised that she has been researching what other councils are doing with regards to dog 
registrations. Members were advised that there does appear to be a shift towards categorising dog registration 
has ‘responsible dog ownership’ status. It was noted that there dog owners need to meet certain standards to 
achieve this status ie; multi choice questionnaire, property inspections and this is something that we could 
consider and is happy to provide members a report identify the different council options. It was agreed that we do 
need to explore all options as inevitably an increase in registration costs is likely. 
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Members were advised that there needs to be consideration if site visits are undertaken by Animal Control as 
that would increase contractor costs.  

General Business 
The following updates were provided: 
1. Companion dog status request – Ms Robertson waiting for medical information to come back. 
2. Ms Robertson updated members on the recent Prosecution Committee meeting. 

 

The meeting closed at 3.19 pm. 

 

The next meeting is scheduled for Monday, 31 July 2017 at 9.00 am in the Kenepuru Room. 

Action Items 

 Description  Who’s Responsible Action Update 

1. Organise site visit to the Powell 
property for Committee Members 
including Jane Buckman & 
Sue McDonald. 

Ms Robertson By 31 July 2017 

2. Report on cat population. Discuss 
further with SPCA and approach 
Compliance for a way forward. 

Clr Shenfield 
Ms Polkinghorne 

By 31 July 2017 

3. Contact number for Doggy Doo 
stand contractor to Mr Murphy 
(Maataa Waka). 

Ms Robertson As soon as possible 

4. Contact details for schools. Letter 
of endorsement for the 
programme be sent to. 

Mr Murphy 
Ms Robertson 

As soon as possible 

5. Email information on the SPCA 
school programme to Animal 
Control, Mr Murphy.  

Ms Polkinghorne 

 

As soon as possible. 

6. Confirmation of when a report 
providing costings for Foxes 
Island will be available to the 
Committee from Alec McNeil and 
Stuart Donaldson. 

Ms Robertson As soon as possible. 

7. Ms Bartlett be invited to the next 
meeting to report on her concerns 
on establishing a dog park next to 
the Giesen Sports Centre. 

Ms Robertson By 31 July 2017 

8. Site visit to proposed Renwick 
pop up dog park be organised. 
Invitations be extended to Jane 
Buckman, Sue McDonald and 
Rosie Bartlett. 

• Following site visit a site plan 

Ms Robertson 

 

 

Jane Buckman 

As soon as possible 
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 Description  Who’s Responsible Action Update 

be drawn up for presentation 
to the Committee for 
approval, then presented to 
landowner. 

• Start documentation on a 
lease arrangement initially for 
one year with a two year right 
of renewal for a total of three 
years. 

• That contact be made with 
Marlborough Roads to 
discuss parking options on 
Inkerman Street. 

Sue McDonald 

 

Ms Robertson 

 

Ms Robertson 

9. Organise DSI for proposed 
Blenheim Dog Park. 

Provide a report to the committee 
on potential surfaces for the area. 

Ms Robertson 

Jane Buckman and Sue 
McDonald 

As soon as possible. 
 

By 31 July 2017 

10. Identify hot spots for bylaw review 
to Jane Robertson. 

Mr Murphy By 31 July 2017 

11. Rarangi DOC Land - report back 
at the next meeting. 

Ms Robertson By 31 July 2017 

12. Report on fees charged by 
different councils identifying fees, 
categories and what they get for 
that fee.   

Ms Robertson By 31 July 2017 

 

Record No. 1763387 
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