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Marlborough Roads  

Local Road Asset Management Report – May (Update) 2017 
(Information prepared by Frank Porter) R800-007-02 

General 

The previous Asset Management Report presented to the 13 June 2017 Assets & Services Committee 
covered the April/May period.  At the time of writing this report, the Marlborough Roads office has not 
received June reports or processed end of year claims.  As such, this report complements information 
provided in the previous report and projects likely end of year outcomes. 

This report provides an update on 1 July fatal work crash on the Kenepuru Road.   

Financial Commentary 

Errors occurred with the April HEB/Opus Joint Venture (JV) claim resulting in the need to reverse an 
over-claim.  The overclaim was picked up by HEB’s internal processes and have now been subject to 
a full financial audit, independent of the JV contract team. 

This audit covered the period up to the end of April 2017 and has now been completed.  The JV has 
confirmed that no new irregularities have been found although the auditors were somewhat critical of 
some JV processes but recognised the complexities involved. 

As a result a number of recommendations for improvement have been made and will be incorporated 
into JV processes.  The JV also advise their auditor will provide regular oversight to ensure best 
accounting practice is maintained. 

Provisional information on maintenance and renewals for both the subsidised and non-subsidised 
local roads programme is aligned with our anticipated outcomes, including the $1.2 million surplus 
maintenance declaration to the Transport Agency.  Full details will be provided in the end of year 
report for the Assets & Services Committee.   

The bulk of the earthquake and storm event recovery programme has been completed at the 71% 
funding assistance rate (FAR) with a small programme to complete works at the base (51%) FAR.  

Additionally, the financially assisted renewals programme is more underspent than anticipated.  The 
Renewals graph below currently shows a $1M surplus.  The Network Outcomes Contract supplier has 
endeavoured to complete the reseal programme but agreed to not complete some 18 sites as quality 
and surface life-expectancy would likely be affected.  Until the new surfacing is installed, maintenance 
of these sections are the contractor’s responsibility.  Unallocated funding is able to be carried forward.  
Marlborough Roads is aware that similar carry forwards will not be available at the end of 3-year 
National Land Transport programme (NLTP) which concludes on 30 June 2018.  It is therefore 
essential that careful programming occurs now.  This is already underway. 

The structural bridge renewal programme has also been challenging and carry forwards are also being 
sought for this work. 

Every effort was made to complete the programme which was pushed to the limit in terms of risk.  A 
small number of reseals will require re-work.  Low temperatures experienced before sufficient traffic 
rolling occurred has resulted in chip-loss at some sites.  Despite this, there is no risk to Council as any 
remedial works will be remedied by the contractor. 

Carry forwards will be advised in due course. 
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In summary, the maintenance spend is in line with the revised allocation and the renewals underspend 
represents works to be carried over into the 2017/18 year. 

Maintenance Graph 

 
 
Renewals Graph 

 

The non-subsidised account is separately reported in the Assets & Services Financial Report.   
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MDC Subsidised Roading 2016/2017 Maintenance 
Actual vs Budget (excl approved FD) incls MDC Direct Costs 

Jul-16 Aug-16 Sep-16 Oct-16 Nov-16 Dec-16 Jan-17 Feb-17 Mar-17 Apr-17 May-17 Jun-17
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MDC Subsidised Roading 2016/2017 Renewals 
Actual vs Budget  
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Monthly Activities 

Network Outcomes Contract 
At the ends of May, all SH reseals were complete but only 86% of Council road reseals were complete 
(refer above).   

State highway area-wide treatments or pavement rehabilitation is complete.  Local road networks 
balance work will require carry forward into June.   

With the onset of more wintry weather road grading and metalling has become a focus.  Some 
additional road metal will be placed on rural unsealed roads as a contracted variation in order to meet 
level of service demands. 

In early June, the JV Contract Manager resigned.  As a consequence, the Opus NOC board member 
Brent Morgan (Marlborough Opus Manager) has taken over the contract manager role until such time 
as a replacement is found.  Resourcing is a key issue for all parties within the transport infrastructure 
system in Marlborough and HEB are working through a resourcing re-build. 

Marlborough Roads Activities 
The Marlborough Roads is included in the Transport Agency’s transformation process.   

The Transport Agency will no longer operate on a regional basis although the exception is the area 
based System Management positions throughout New Zealand.  There are three System 
Management managers respectively covering Top of the South, Central South Island and Lower South 
Island.  Frank Porter has been appointed as Manager System Management – Top of the South 
effective from 3 July 2017.  

The Marlborough Roads office will continue to operate as it does today and its staff will report to 
Frank Porter. A staff resourcing review will be required to manage an expanded highway network and 
relationships with the Tasman and Nelson councils.   

Steve Murrin has been on six weeks leave travelling and was warmly welcomed back into the office on 
3 July 

Peter McDonald is formally seconded to NCTIR but is managing to provide a network service but fair 
to say the network team is somewhat stretched.  It has been exceptionally difficult to find technical 
support for the network team.   

Project Status 

State Highways 
This year’s major rehabilitation works on the SH63 section of the Lewis Pass Alternate Route are 
complete.  Seal widening has continued during June and works to widen SH63, adjacent to Renwick, 
is about to get underway. 

Earthquake recovery works on SH1 between Seddon and Ward have commenced.  These works are 
being undertaken by our HEB/Opus JV and will continue over winter.  South of Ward, all recovery 
works are still being managed by NCTIR although this will not preclude some of these works being 
undertaken by the HEB/Opus JV in the future. 

Elsewhere on the network, the Spring Creek Roundabout road carriageway construction works are 
getting underway.  The project is now expected to be complete in Spring. 

The Rai Valley Safety Improvement construction works are progressing.  Some review of winter works 
will occur to ensure work is efficient. 

The Programme Business Case for SH1 Picton to Christchurch is in final stages of development and 
the Weld Pass Realignment Detailed Business Case is progressing.   
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Local Roads 
The end-of-year urban kerb and channel replacements continued into May and June with the works 
underway in Beaver Road. Other works have included Alfred Street, Parker Street, Warwick Street 
and Weld Street. Gouland Road/Creswell Street have been undertaken in Spring Creek.  Regrettably, 
resourcing has meant this work has drawn out and has annoyed a small number of residents. 

The bridge programme is progressing with replacement of Healys and Bulford Bridges continuing.  
Programme delays will require these works to carry forward into the new financial year.  Completion of 
these will be expected in September.  McLeans Bridge, on Mt Riley Road, is deferred following 
residents’ concerns over access during winter should the river remain at high flows.  This work is now 
programmed to resume in spring and will include a temporary pedestrian access for residents. 

Communications 

The following section covers CRMS contacts. 

Customer Database Information 
The following information is taken from the Transport Agency’s CRMS database for May 2017 

321 Contacts 

Compliment 8 3% 

Exclude 12 4% 

Comment 274 85% 

Requests 10 3% 

Complaints 16 5% 

Feedback 1 0% 

The following information is taken from the Transport Agency’s CRMS database for June 2017 

183 Contacts 

Compliment 3 1.5% 

Exclude 14 8% 

Comment 154 84% 

Requests 5 3% 

Complaints 6 3% 

Infringement 1 0.5% 

Road Safety 

No update is available for May or June.  The chart below is copied from the April May Report. 
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Zero Harm 

Fatal Crash 
As a result of the work fatality on the Kenepuru Road near Portage on 1 June, the Transport Agency’s 
Zero Harm team has launched its own investigation and review of processes following this tragic 
accident.  The review is ongoing and will take into account the JV’s own investigation. 

The incident did not occur at a specific work site where a retaining wall was being constructed for 
Marlborough Roads by Crafar Crouch, a sub-contractor to HEB, but rather on the Kenepuru Road 
where the truck involved in the retaining wall work was travelling between two work sites. 

Both the Transport Agency and Marlborough District Council have Person Conducting a Business or 
Undertaking (PCBU) responsibilities as do the JV and Crafar Crouch.  As soon as the incident 
occurred, Marlborough Roads advised MDC with whom our Zero Harm team have continued to share 
information.   

Other than the Contractor, the Transport Agency and Marlborough District Council, Police and 
Worksafe are undertaking their own independent investigations. 

Health and Safety reporting 
Some of the relevant indicators of good health and safety practices are reported monthly by the JV. 

The following April and May incidents were reported through the HEB/Opus JV: 

 May 2017 Comment 
Near Misses  
(Involving Vehicle):  

2 Of a minor nature 

Near Misses  
(Not Involving Vehicle):  

2 Traffic control staff working after dark with no 
wands 

Plant Damage Only:  4 Broken glass in vehicles  
First Aid Injury (FAI) 3 Kneeling injury; jammed arm in tailgate; sump 

cover fell and hit shin 
Medical Treatment Injury 
(MTI) 

0  

Restricted Work Injury (RWI) 0  
Lost Time Injury (LTI)  0  
Fatality 0 June fatal incident will be reported with other 

June Statistics when available 

No health and safety incidents were recorded within the Marlborough Roads office. 

The JV’s TRIFR Score as at 31 May is 1.69. 
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Rivers and Drainage Section – Activity Report 
(Information prepared by Geoff Dick, Steve Bezar, Kevin McFall, David Aires, Jan van der Vliet, 
Hai Trieu)  R700-014-01 

Wairau River 
Flood Damage 

There are many active erosion sites along the Wairau River at present.  600t of rock was carted to 
Brooke Taylor at Crafar’s gravel processing site and was placed by Crafar as part of a joint effort to 
hold the river out.  Priority sites for erosion repair are constantly under monitoring and review.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photo 1: Small section of active erosion at Brooke Taylor – Crafar Crouch gravel processing facility, 
Tuamarina-Kaituna Track. 

Lower Wairau  
Repair work has been finally carried out on groynes along McDonald property. A total of 926.22t were 
placed. Some minor earthquake cracks were sub-excavated and backfilled to provide adequate safety 
for access. 

Earthquake repairs  
Lower Wairau River Mouth Guide Bank Extension - Wairau Bar  

The second stage of repairs to the Wairau bar bank has been completed. 
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Wairau Diversion RB at Pipitea  

Reconstruction of the section of earthquake damaged stopbank over the old Pipitea channel are 
underway. 

Wairau River Stopbank @ Hillocks Rd  

The first stage of the repairs to earthquake damaged bank have been completed.  North of the 
complete repair section the stopbank has an obvious dip in the crest and possible earthquake related 
distortion.  Repairs to this section will be left to the spring when ground and weather conditions 
improve. 

Wairau Floodplain and Tributaries 
Upper Ōpaoa 

Overhanging willow branches has been trimmed back and tidied up from Ching Park to Henderson 
Park section. 

Ruakanakana Creek (just downstream of Waihopai intake) 

Both river intakes have been under stress for some time and are very sensitive to changes in flow 
given existing braid alignments. Combined with flow reinstatements is also additional bank protection 
and channel works. 

Numerous culverts blockages resulted from recent storm events (and large willow roots) have kept 
Downer busy clearing them all and making minor repairs. 

Sediment sampling has been carried out along a small section of Ruakanakana Creek where adjacent 
land use was once an orchard and is identified as contaminated land and is registered on the 
Hazardous Activities and Industries List (HAIL). Samples have been analysed by lab with soils 
consultant preparing report on findings. 

School Creek, Renwick 

Maintenance work has been completed along a 70m section repairing hand placed rock and mortar of 
stream banks.  

Dumper forming bund to divert Wairau 
river flows into Ruakanakana Creek 
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Wither Hills 

Clean up of storm damage has been carried out in Mapps waterway including sediment ponds and 
access tracks and water tables. The annual nassella programme has commenced again and will 
continue through to mid - September.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photo 2: Mapps waterway lower sediment traps before clean out. 

Nursery 

Regular mowing and maintenance is ongoing and the harvesting season is under way.   

Taylor River (Burleigh-Dam) 

The Omaka Landing storm water outfall river protection and carpark revetment works are now largely 
completed.  This work consisted of extending carpark area, placing 900t river grade quarried rock and 
installation of gates, bollards and raised planting box. 

Pukaka outlet control gate 

Shock absorbers have been installed at Pukaka outlet control gate in order to reduce the nuisance 
noise when gates are blowed by southern winds at low tide. Flow was diverted to one side of the 
culvert while Eckford worked on the other side, then vice versa. 
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Wither Stream  

The concrete open channel has been cleaned by prunning back the overhanging and/or encroaching 
vegetation, and removing debris within this channel. 

Large block of trees roots and densed vegetation at the back of 10 Grant Place section has been 
removed to improve the flow condition. 

Ōpaoa Loop 

The two very large black poplar trees at 36A Budge Street have been felled.  The risk of limb or partial 
tree failure has now been removed. The timber was left on site for the current owner/future owner to 
dispose as they see fit. 

The current owners have sold the property and the opportunity was taken to access the site while in its 
existing undeveloped state.  It is expected that the new owner will want to subdivide and develop the 
site and discussions on an esplanade reserve/strip can be had at that time, including final tidying of 
the poplar stumps and replacement native planting along this stretch of the river. 
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Drainage 

Drainage Maintenance 
Work completed includes: 

• Assist landowner with culvert options for Jeffries Drain, Dillons Point. 

• Progress changes for renewal of drainage database with IT Dept. 

• Prepare access approvals for works at Staces Drain and Drain N1 Grovetown. 

• Fell trees on boundary with drain on Vickerman Street. Done in consultation with adjacent 
landowner. 

• Lay pipe and install headwalls on culvert crossings at Pukematai Drain Spring Creek. 

 

• Hand Clean Fultons Creek through Pollard Park. 

• Complete drainage spray round and input relevant data. 

• Excavate Cloudy Bay Drain at Business Park along rail corridor to provide stormwater outfall to 
the park. 

Pumping Stations 
Main Street pump station upgrade: the current 9’’ pump has been replaced by a reconditioned 
12’’/14’’ PPF pump that can increase the capacity to about 300l/s. A modified discharge pipe is being 
made, a water tank, a 15’’ floodgate has been supplied, and a new electrical switchboard also has 
been installed. This pump is aided by a variable speed drive (VSD) system applications that focuses 
on flow control and improving its energy efficiency. 
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Watson Road: a crack at the gravity culvert pipe has been repaired. 

  



Assets & Services Committee – 20 July 2017 – Page 12 

Chaytors, Rouses and Roberts: telemetry data logger software has been upgraded to version 2.31 
for better perfomance. 

 

Floodway Reserves 
• Repaired floodgates to keep cattle out of riparian plantings at Res 127 Jacksons Rd following 

Ōpaoa River fresh. 

• Further indigenous infill planting carried out at Res 42 Kanuka Block. 

• Extensive and continuing dialogue with Council’s lessees of Res 39A, 39B, 39C at the Renwick 
crusher area and Bike Walk executive, concerning the fencing requirements to keep the lessees 
safe from the public and to prevent any accidents. The lessees have health and safety concerns 
with public access through their lease area and this has been compounded with the desire to 
encourage and allow biking and walking through the area. Dialogue is ongoing and fencing plans 
should be soon finalised. 

• Repairs to vandalised gates at RSA Olive Grove and at the Taylor Dam.  
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• Inspect Delegats wine water discharge area as they are wishing to exercise their option to extend 
the discharge area with increasing volumes being created. 

• Complete berm earthquake repairs at a Council Lower Ōpaoa lease site to allow sufficient 
headland area again for safe vineyard operations. 
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Picton, Sounds and Awatere 
Waikawa and Waitohi Rivers 

Minor bank protection works with small rock have been carried out in various locations.  

Investigation and Miscellaneous 
Caseys Creek and Ōpaoa River Stopbank Upgrade Project 

 Phase 2 – Detailed Design and Resource Consent Application progress since the last 
reporting period: 

o The final preliminary drawings, including landscaping plans, were completed on 
1 June 2017. 

o Detailed design and the construction costing and methodology are ongoing which is 
planned to be completed, via a series of workshop, by the end of August 2017. 

o Following ongoing consultation with our Regulatory colleagues the Resource Consent 
for the project will be applied for through two separate submissions running 
concurrently: 

 Construction works in relation to the upgrades: the overall activity status has 
been changed to discretionary (WARMP and MEP) following further advice 
and discussions with independent consultants. 

 Stormwater discharge to Caseys Creek from the new stormwater pipe 
servicing the Blenheim North Area. 

Both Resource Consent Application documents are in draft format which is being 
consulted up on internally and externally (where appropriate). It is planned to lodge 
both applications by the end of July 2017. 
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o Feedback from our ongoing consultation has been very positive to date. The next 
edition of the project Newsletter to all affected parties (see below) was sent out during 
the first week of June. The earlier reported “Open Day” will be held on Friday 
14 July 2017 at Council offices. 
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Lower Wairau River and Diversion Study – Hydrological-, Hydraulic- and Level of Service (LoS) 
Analysis 

 Following a very constructive second workshop at the beginning of June, external and internal 
participation, further data is being gathered for additional analysis and calibration of the model. 

 The outcome of the analysis will confirm the present Level of Service (LoS) of the flood 
protection works as part of the overall current Wairau River Floodways Management Plan. 

 

Fultons Creek – Hydrological-, Hydraulic- and Level of Service (LoS) Analysis 

 The hydraulic model of Fultons Creek has been completed and the draft report has been 
received for review.  

 The final report will be one of the tools with regards to: our strategy development on current 
and future stormwater discharge (quality treatment) in the catchment, e.g. sub-division 
development / land use change and the flood risk management. 

 A workshop was held at the beginning of June 2017 discussing the outcomes and 
recommendations. It is anticipated that the report will be finalised and accepted by the end of 
July 2017. 

Fairhall School Creek – Hydrological-, Hydraulic- and Level of Service (LoS) Analysis 

 The hydraulic model of Fairhall School Creek, between New Renwick Road and the 
confluence of the Golf Course Creek, will determine the current flood capacity and options for 
improvement.  

 It will take into consideration potential climate change impact by using the following flood 
scenarios; a 5, 10, 20 and overdesign flood event. 
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 The draft report was completed during the first half of June. This is currently being reviewed 
with the aim of being finalised and accepted by the end of July 2017. 

 The ultimate outcome of the ‘exercise’ will be one of the tools to: 

o Determine the current flood risk. 

o Identify any upgrade requirements, in consultation with affected landowners, to 
achieve a minimum ‘protection’ to a 10 year flood event. The aim is to achieve this 
through implementation of the upgrades by the identified landowners and 
contributions by Council where applicable and appropriate. 

o Develop a strategy on the how to mitigate the residual flood risk through consultation with 
Marlborough Civil Defence Emergency Management Group and Marlborough Roads. 

 
Photo 3: The above shows the close correlation between the hydraulic model and the flood event of 2012. 

Lower Wairau River Stopbank - Proposed Improvement and Re-alignment Works  
 “Ngati Rarua Reach” - True Left Bank 

 Ngati Rarua is continuing the consultation with their members on the options discussed at the 
end of last year. Recent changes of the management within Ngā Tāngata, and an ongoing 
review of their ‘strategic projects’ pushed the feedback on the consultation, and the mutual 
agreeable preferred re-alignment option, further back. 
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 On 8 June a progress meeting was held with the project working party from Ngati Rarua. A 
general consensus in principal was agreed regarding an acceptable stopbank re-alignment, to all 
parties concerned, adjacent to Parerarua of approximately 30m towards the Lower Wairau River. 

 
 The above map, indicating the approximate re-alignment, was provided to the working party 

following the progress meeting. This map will be used by Ngati Rarua for continued 
consultation and as a base for the intended development of the Marae.  

 Feedback on the above from Ngati Rarua is expected by the end of July but certainly within a 
2 months’ time frame following the last above mentioned progress meeting. 

Other Works 
Maori Ford Bridge 

River works have been completed by Rivers team on behalf of Marlborough Roads which included 
widening the current river fairway and establishing a new bank alignment to assist with optimising the 
flood carrying capacity under the existing bridge. 

Before  After 
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Awatere Water Headworks 

Rivers are involved with associated works to improve the water supply and river control aspects of the 
scheme in Black Birch stream. This work is ongoing. 

Gravel Extraction 
The meeting with contractors regarding proposed extraction quotas and extraction sites for the two 
years commencing 1 July 2017 was held on 29 June.  It was a productive discussion with good 
attendance from all of the major players.  Three key action points came out of the meeting. 

We have asked the contractors to provide any further thoughts/feedback by Friday 7 July after which 
we will consider the issues raised and expect to then be in a position to report to the Assets & 
Services Committee in late August with a recommended extraction policy for the Wairau River below 
the Waihopai River confluence for the next two years. 

Quarries 
Pukaka 

The quarry is currently being drilled and shot to create more rock and crusher product.  Following the 
autumn rains around Easter the existing crushed stockpiles were sold down to nothing and Simcox 
Construction is keen to replenish the stockpiles.  This suits Council as we have plenty of rock jobs 
coming up and so can easily justify building up our own stockpiles 

Considerable face material has also been supplied for earthquake damaged stopbank repair 
reinforcing the strategic value of Council continuing to own and operate its own quarry. 



Assets & Services Committee – 20 July 2017 – Page 20 

Planning and Development 

Taylor Pass High Reservoir 
(Information prepared by Stuart Donaldson) W460-001-024-01 

Fulton Hogan has completed construction of this 2000 m3 concrete reservoir in the Wither Hills Farm 
Park.  The reservoir will ensure good supply pressures are maintained for new housing developing in 
Taylor Pass Road and will act as a back-up to the Wither Hills reservoir. 

System control has been upgraded so that the water level in the new reservoir is maintained 
automatically. 

Picton Sewerage Upgrade – Stages 2 & 3 Contract 
(Information prepared by Bruce Oliver) C315-15-33 

Following award of the physical works contract to Fulton Hogan Ltd work was started on site mid-May 
with site establishment, piling at Dublin Street and pipe lying in Leicester Street now well underway. 

To date community feedback has been positive following widespread community consultation through 
letters to directly affected residents and businesses, Consultative Working Group notification, a press 
release and updated Council Website. 

Work is progressing well and programmed to limit impact on summer visitors to Picton.   
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Services and Operations 

Education Report Term 2 2017 
(Information prepared by Annie McDonald, Education Officer) E340-001-001 

Enviroschools 
Aims: To successfully coordinate and facilitate all Enviroschools in the programme.  

There are currently 29 Enviroschools and all 7 Kindergartens are Enviroschools 

Outcomes: 

• The new Enviroschools Marlborough website is now live 
www.enviroschoolsmarlborough.co.nz.  This site allows us to capture and share local actions 
our schools are undertaking as well as providing a place to hold local information and 
contacts. Anna Crowe, our Enviroschools facilitator has done much of the development on this 
and has produced an excellent resource that will be well used in our region along with our 
Enviroschools Marlborough Facebook page 

• Four staff workshops have been taken at schools on Enviroschools themes and the 
Enviroschools Marlborough google drive folder that holds many of our digital resources has 
had very positive feedback at these workshops 

• Five Enviroschools student leadership workshops have been run in schools and continue to be 
popular to help students set in place action plans for the year ahead many with a strong focus 
on waste 

• A presentation was made to Marlborough Youth Council on Enviroschools and a follow up 
meeting was held to help draft an environmental strategy and action plan 

• Meetings were held with secondary school Envirogroups and teachers to help develop action 
plans and identify support for school projects 

• A presentation on Enviroschools was made to a community educators workshop hosted by 
DOC. The aim of the workshop is to create a menu of options for schools wanting to take local 
action and groups that can support them to do this. A new group was formed and will meet 
each term to progress the development of this 

• Two new theme areas have been refreshed at a national level on water and waste. These 
have some local Marlborough case study examples 

• Two of our local schools will be piloting the new theme area activities led by us so we can see 
how effective they are in schools and try out the new resources. 

Kids’ Edible Gardens 
Aims: To successfully manage and facilitate the Kids Edible Garden (KEG) programme. 

There are currently 24 KEG schools in the programme in Marlborough 

 Outcomes: 

• Rai Valley School has just started the KEG programme this term. Teacher workshops have 
been run at the school to look at options and help them set the programme in place 

http://www.enviroschoolsmarlborough.co.nz/
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• Support has continue for the eight new facilitators that started at the beginning of term 1 to 
ensure they feel confident to deliver the programme and provide weekly reports to schools. 

• Reviews are being undertaken at two schools to look at ways to deliver the KEG programme 
so it better meets both the school and student needs.  

• Presentations have been made to two schools are looking to join the KEG programme later in 
term 3. 

• Regular visits to schools in the programme continue to ensure that they are delivering the 
programme effectively with a focus on recycling organic waste and using this to grow an edible 
garden so students can see the full cycle 

General Schools Programmes 
Aims: To encourage schools to reduce waste and conserve water use and provide 
opportunities for learning. 

Outcomes: 

• Senior classes at Witherlea School were given guided tours of the Resource Recovery centre, 
compost site and Landfill 

• Rapaura School have been supported to look at how to set up and run a worm farm and 
expand this to a develop a Bokashi composting programme 

Sustainable Living 
Aims: To link the Sustainable Living single topics to the Enviroschools’ theme areas and 
support community groups interested in the programme.  

Outcomes: 

• A talk was given on the EM Bokashi system 

• The Sustainable Living resources on the website are being reviewed and updated 
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Bluegums Property 
(Information prepared by Alec McNeil) W300-005-001-09 

The settlement for the above has not yet concluded as consent is being sought by the current owner 
for the boundary adjustments associated with the sale. Timeline for completion is now revised to end 
of July early August 2017. 

Council has assumed responsibility for the vineyard maintenance as the current owner will not be 
involved in harvest 2018.  

The tender for leasing of the vineyard has been progressed and now awaits the conclusion of the sale 
before issue. Ideally the new lessee would have an input into the pruning of the vines but this may not 
be possible if the settlement date slips. Advice suggests that pruning should be undertaken and 
completed before the end of September 2017 at the latest.   

The development opportunities for the above property are continuing to be explored. The site plan 
below shows the provisional set out. These projects will flow through committee between now and 
year end and if approved ultimately form part of the 2018-2028 Long Term Plan.  

 

Leased 
Vineyards 

Grazing 
Blocks 

Compost 
Site? 

Leased 
Dwelling 

Stormwater 
Pond 

Pyrolysis 
Site? 
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Litter Less Recycle More 
(Information prepared by Alec McNeil) W300-006-018-01 

Picton has been selected as one of five trial sites for the national programme, Litter less Recycle 
More. This will involve the provision of smart technology to assist with determining when bins are full 
and new bin designs that cater for public litter and public place recycling.  

The trial will run over a two year period starting in 2017 (before summer). The intent is to provide a 
solution for the passing public and the residents / visitors arriving at the marina by boat with waste and 
having no onshore transport to take the material to the transfer station. Copy of award letter below. 
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Reserves and Amenities Section Activity Report 
(Information prepared by Jane Tito, Robin Dunn, Grahame Smail, Mark Witehira, 
Robyn Blackburn, Murray Morgan, Brad Molony, Dale Ashworth)  R510-009-000-01 

Blenheim Parks and Reserves 
Pollard Park 

Staff are busy with maintenance in the park including pruning plants and weeding, and application of 
mulch to the areas when ready.  

A proportionate amount of time has been put into a large overall tidy up and revamp of the 
rhododendron area in the west end of Pollard Park. The gardens have been improved with a change 
of direction and refreshment of the area. Several of the garden plots have had a reshaping, plants 
moved or removed and new plants ordered to fill in a few spots. This improvement will bring a more 
interesting public display going forward. 

Annuals beds have also been weeded and hoed and replacement plantings done, roses weeded 
along with the camellia gardens and borders. 

Seymour Square 

A general maintenance operation is underway at Seymour Square, perennials around the borders 
being pruned for the winter and all border gardens will be weeded then fully mulched.  

Staff have also completed a prune and tidy around the main office building gardens, removing weeds 
and leaves. 

Taylor River Reserve 

Tree work is being done to tidy up some mature trees near Burleigh bridge with removal of one or two 
trees that are in poor health or structurally defective and potentially dangerous. Preparation works are 
taking place in readiness for another spring public riparian planting and arboretum tree planting.  This 
year’s planting is planned opposite Leitrim Street and Timberlink.  

Lansdowne Park 
Softball Park – The softball development is progressing well and is on schedule for completion in 
October. Regular meetings with Marlborough Softball, Council and Downers has ensured a positive 
process and agreement on key areas.  

Events 

Many bookings continue to be processed, and include; Walk in the Park in the Dark, Matariki 
Celebrations, Church Services, several school cross country and walking events and the Winter 
Duathlon series and Mountain Bike events have or are being held here. 

Mountain Bike and Walking Track Upgrade and Additional Signage 

The Mountain Bike Club is keen to progress the upgrade and development of trails in the Mountain 
Bike Park and an updated Trail Upgrade and Development Plan has been developed. 

Some works are proposed to be done by club members and Operating Procedures, Health & Safety 
and Public Liability have been put in place. The window for working in the Mountain Bike Park is 
limited each year, as it is often too wet or the fire danger too high for machine work to take place. 
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A new entrance sign board has been installed at the Scenic Route Trailhead as this is also a popular 
entrance to the Mountain Bike Park.  Gates are being installed at the three main Mountain Bike Park 
trail entrances so closure when trails are wet can be more effective.  The gates will have closed signs 
permanently attached, however will only be visible when gates are closed. 

Weed Control 

More gorse mulching and spraying is planned in Spring. 

Awatere and Flaxbourne Reserves 
Awatere 

Memorial Hall update - Floor plans were presented by the Awatere Memorial Hall working group to the 
community. The floor plans were a result of a combination of a needs analysis and working within the 
budget to attain the best result for User groups and Council. The plans were well-received by those in 
attendance with every one voting for the plans to continue to the next stage. Mark is advising 
architects to begin the preliminary design work. 

Picton Foreshore Reserve 
A presentation to Marlborough Sounds Councillors of a concept plan of the Foreshore Reserve and 
the High Street/London Quay road precincts.  

Victoria Domain 

Pine control is currently underway above and within the Domain with other weed species also being 
targeted during this operation. Increased weed control has been possible within the Domain this year 
due to specific allocated funding. 

Picton Dawn Chorus are achieving high pest catches through their extensive trapping programme. 

This along with greater weed control efforts will definitely benefit the Domain’s restoration. 

Anakiwa/Tirimoana  

Upgrade of the road end carpark at Anakiwa has recently been completed along with other minor 
upgrade works in the bay.  A sign package has also being prepared for the bay and further parking 
area development is also proposed.  

These works are all part of the Community Association’s Landscape Plan and are being funded from 
Reserves and Small Townships budgets. 
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Cemeteries 

Awatere 
A number of graves were topped up following further minor shakes and settling. 

Fairhall 

Lifting of low branches overhanging graves was completed. 

Havelock 

A good tidy up of tree and leaf debris and trimming back of smaller trees and shrubs has been 
completed. 

Omaka 

Some improvement work was commenced recently including: Dressing with top soil of the old sexton 
house site in preparation for landscaping and redevelopment and the re-contour of the lower Taylor 
Pass Road area.  

Picton 

The graves and cemetery restoration work is continuing as contractor availability, weather and access 
allows. 
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Tuamarina 

The improved general roadway access is in place with new traffic signage directing traffic around the 
cemetery, additional signage will be installed. The planting out of steep areas is underway.  

General 
Contracts 

Two Reserve Contracts tenders have been advertised and close on 31 July. 

These two contracts are: 

• Marlborough Cemeteries and Renwick Open Space Services 
• Havelock & Sounds Open Space Services  

Road Safety Coordinator Update 
(Information prepared by Robyn Blackburn) 

General 
Further Safe and Sustainable Travel Association (SASTA) meetings were held via telephone 
conference on 31 May and 28 June of which the Marlborough Road Safety Coordinator is the 
Secretary. SASTA is proactive towards being involved with the Transport Agency, LGNZ, the Shared 
Pathways Working Group, TRAFINZ (The New Zealand Local Authority Traffic Institute represents 
local authority views on road safety and traffic management in New Zealand), ACC – MSAC 
(Motorcycle Safety Advisory Committee), SafeKids, AA, and other relevant national organisations.  

Focus from the last two meetings include communications with Living Streets regarding their 
submission to allow cycling on footpaths, investigations into child car seat hire programmes, and a 
submission to the Transport Agency’s Speed Management consultation process. 

Transport Safety is one of the five strands identified by Safe and Sound at the Top (SAS@TT) as 
being an area for safety improvement in our region. Meetings are held monthly where reports and 
updates are presented. The focus for 2016/2017 was motorcycle safety, mobility scooter safety, and 
train safety, and an additional planning meeting was held in June to evaluate the completed year’s 
achievements. Transport issues to address in 2017/2018 were tabled based on the Community at Risk 
Register report. 

Safety of Young Drivers 

A further Learner Licence Course was held in June with 10 out of 10 students entering the Graduated 
Licence System. There has been a lot more national focus on young drivers recently with crash 
numbers increasing this year. Being able to hold successful learner driver courses and tapping into 
funding from other organisations to be able to subsidise the test fee offers our community an 
opportunity to make sure all drivers’ ability to drive is being tested. 

Roads and Roadsides 

New billboard images promoting the wearing of 
seat belts are currently up on top of the south 
State Highway sites along with our regular winter 
driving images. Police have noted that a number of 
the serious injuries road crashes could have been 
reduced if seat belts had been worn by casualties 
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Radio and newspaper advertising is also in place to promote both road safety issues.  

500 Road Safety packs were prepared and transported to Wellington to be distributed at the Ferry 
terminal to Lion supporters travelling to the South Island to attend matches in Christchurch and 
Dunedin.  

 

Photo 4: Left: Constable Tilsley, Scott Quinnell (famous Lion and Sky TV Reporter) and Malcolm York at 
Lake Rotoiti 

Safe Motorcycling 

78 Ride To Live vouchers (offering subsidies) were issued in 2017 to Marlborough Riders choosing to 
participate in some form of rider training.  42 of the vouchers were redeemed and of those 27 riders 
attended the local ACC Ride Forever training courses with 15 riders choosing another form of rider 
training. This is an increase on previous years and reflects the promotion activities that have been 
undertaken this year as well rider ‘word of mouth’ who have enjoyed the opportunity to learn new 
skills. 

Walkability and Cycling 

The next ‘Stride n’ Ride’ committee meeting was held in May to plan for the next programme delivery 
in 2018. One of the issues discussed was the importance of starting the planning early to ensure all 
resources are in place on time. The programme is designed to encourage more students to bike, 
scoot, or walk to school for a couple of weeks in the hope that they will carry on with the sustainable 
transport option in an effort to reduce congestion around the school gate and improve student 
wellbeing. The programme supports Bike Walk Marlborough initiatives to get more people cycling or 
walking to work or school. 
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Marlborough Roads have been contacted asking for the footpath outside Blenheim School on Alfred 
Street to be widened into MoE property garden area before the school undertake their planting 
programme in the current space. Because of footpath furniture the width of the footpath has been 
impacted not only for students but people accessing the Theatre and Convention Centre.  

The surveys to Primary Schools have all been returned and are currently being collated. This 
information can be used to compare student sustainable transport use with previous years and 
results are presented to Bike Walk Marlborough for use in their planning. This year the results can 
also be used to see if the 2017 ‘Stride n’ Ride’ pilot programme has made a difference to the way 
students travel to school. 

A meeting was held in June with Marlborough Girls College, Bohally Intermediate, the School 
Community Officer, Steve James and the Road Safety Co-ordinator to discuss the issue of 
pedestrians and cyclists crossing McLauchlan Street and Nelson Street (SH6) particularly between 
3.00 and 4.00pm Monday to Friday during school term. A report will be prepared and presented at a 
future Assets and Services Committee meeting. 

The Marlborough Clued-up Kids event planning is well underway with cycle skills being the road 
safety focus again this year. However sessions will be delivered by the new School Community 
Officer Constable Josh Reidie who took over the position from Constable Jenny Buck on 1 July 
2017.   
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