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Marlborough Roads  

Local Road Asset Management Report – April/May 2017  
(Information prepared by Marlborough Roads) R800-007-02 

General 

This report is prepared before financial or other information for May but includes programme and 
activity updates for that month. 

During April much higher than average rainfalls were recorded in Marlborough. The tail-ends of 
Cyclones Debbie and Cook affected the network causing some road closures.  Wetter weather has 
continued into May although some finer spells have enabled completion of the renewals programme. 

Grape spills were once again a nuisance with 37 spills recorded; a slight improvement over the 
previous year.   

Financial Commentary 

Expenditure on maintenance and renewals for both the subsidised and non-subsidised local roads 
programme continues to track well below the programme as can be seen by the graphs below.  The 
earthquake and storm event has caused a diversion of work effort away from routine daily activity with 
insufficient resource available to focus on everyday activities.   

As advised in earlier reports Marlborough Roads has declared a surplus of $1.2m in Council’s 
maintenance allocation primarily because usual expenditure on works outside the lump sum amounts 
are not being undertaken based on available resources.  This early surplus notice to the Transport 
Agency is made on the basis of no surprises at year end.   

Given the low expenditure so far, it may be the reduced budget which is not yet reflected in the 
achievement graphs below may still not be achieved. A late push with renewals work will increase the 
spend and every effort has been made to complete the programme.  Marlborough Roads still expects 
the renewals budget to be reasonably expended but not at the expense of a quality finish.  Some 
defects have been noted in the resealing programme of work and Marlborough Roads is requiring the 
contractor to remedy these on their own account.   

Marlborough Roads expects the final end of year outcome to still have some surplus within the funding 
assisted maintenance and non-subsidised activity areas.  
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Maintenance Graph 

 

Renewals Graph 

 

Monthly Activities 

Network Outcomes Contract 
At the end of April, all SH reseals were complete and 86% of Council road reseals were complete.  
Most of the balance reseals were completed in May.  Some small areas of failure have occurred as a 
result of sealing so late in the season.  Any reinstatement work is a contractor responsibility. 
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Area-wide treatments or pavement rehabilitation was approximately 90% on both the SH and local 
road networks and again much of the outstanding balance work has continued in May leaving some 
work to complete or carry forward into June.   

Contractor resources have been stretched with earthquake and storm damage reinstatement.  
Completion of the renewals programme has been challenging with discussions now focussed on a 
much more timely programme in the 2017/18 year.  

With the onset of more wintry weather road grading and metalling has become a focus.  Some 
additional road metal will be placed on rural unsealed roads as a contracted variation in order to meet 
level of service demands 

Marlborough Roads Activities 
The Marlborough Roads is included in the Transport Agency’s transformation process.   

The Transport Agency is acutely aware that world-wide, transport systems are on the cusp of huge 
change through technology advances and system development.  This is particularly so in our 
metropolitan areas and in the more rural areas such as Marlborough our road systems too will need to 
keep pace with technology.  The Transport Agency response will ensure we can keep pace with and 
be part of the changes to our systems. 

The Marlborough Roads model has proven to be an enduring one and continues to be included within 
the transformation process.  There will therefore be no significant effects for Council and the same 
level of service can be expected with no change to the Local Road Asset Management Agreement.  
The Transport Agency relationship governance will be more South Island centred with a stronger 
operational focus across the Top of the South.  The new structure will be operational by early July. 

Corridor Access Requests (CARs) are generating a lot of response from our network team now that 
2-year warranties are requiring inspections.  Customer requests too remain a busy part of our office. 

Peter McDonald continues to work for NCTIR and is continuing to provide a network service. 

Project Status 

State Highways 
Major rehabilitation works on the SH63 section of the Lewis Pass Alternate Route are substantially 
complete.  7km of widening has been programmed to continue during June.  The section of SH 63 
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adjacent to Renwick is approved for widening and works proposed to commence late in June this 
year. 

Earthquake recovery works on SH 1 between Seddon and Ward are programmed.  These works are 
being undertaken by our HEB/Opus JV and will continue over winter.  South of Ward, all recovery 
works are being managed by NCTIR although this will not preclude some of these works being 
undertaken by the HEB/Opus JV. 

Elsewhere on the network, the ground contamination and underground services matters which have 
delayed the Spring Creek Roundabout works are resolved.  This now enables the contractor to 
continue with carriageway and roundabout construction and project is now expected to be complete in 
spring. 

The Rai Valley Safety Improvement construction works are progressing. 

The Programme Business Case for SH 1 Picton to Christchurch is in final stages of development and 
the Weld Pass Realignment Detailed Business Case is progressing.   

Local Roads 
The end-of-year urban kerb and channel replacements continued into May with the works underway in 
Beaver Road. Other works have included Alfred Street, Parker Street, Warwick Street and Weld 
Street. Gouland Road/Creswell Street have been undertaken in Spring Creek. 

The bridge programme is progressing with replacement of Healys and Bulford Bridges underway 
although programme delays will require these works to carry forward into the new financial year.  
Completion of these will be expected in September.  McLeans Bridge on Mt Riley Road has been 
deferred following residents’ concerns over access during winter should the river remain at high flows.  
This work will resume in spring and will include a temporary pedestrian access for residents. 

Communications 

The following section covers CRMS contacts. 

Customer Database Information 
The following information is taken from the Transport Agency’s CRMS database for April 2017: 

362 Contacts 

Compliment 2 0.55% 

Exclude 15 4.14% 

Comment 325 89.78% 

Requests 8 2.21% 

Complaints 11 3.04% 

Other 1 0.28% 
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Road Safety 

Crash Statistics 

 

This chart above aggregates the known crash statistics for the State Highway and Local Roads 
sectors in Marlborough.  There is a lag in minor and non-injury crash reporting.  

Despite high volumes of traffic on the Alternate Lewis Pass route and particularly through the 
Marlborough section, this road continues to provide reasonable safety.  

A 6-month lag remains for minor and non-injury crash entries into the CAS database making overall 
crash trends less reliable over previous months.  It does appear though that there has been a catch-up 
with the recording of minor injuries.   

Zero Harm 

No health and safety incidents were recorded within the Marlborough Roads office. 

The following April and May incidents were reported through the HEB/Opus JV: 

 April 2017 

Near Misses (Involving Vehicle):  3 

Near Misses (Not Involving Vehicle):  4 

Plant Damage Only:  8 

First Aid Injury (FAI) 0 

Medical Treatment Injury (MTI) 0 

Restricted Work Injury (RWI) 0 

Lost Time Injury (LTI)  0 

Fatality 0 

The JV’s TRIFR Score as at 30 April is 8.9. 
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Rivers and Drainage Section – Activity Report 
(Information prepared by Geoff Dick, Steve Bezar, Kevin McFall, David Aires, Jan van der Vliet, 
Hai Trieu)  R700-014-01 

Wairau  

Flood Damage 
Further temporary work to combat active erosion at Brooke Taylor is underway with assistance from 
Crafar Crouch. New permanent capital rock work is being considered at this location to maintain an 
acceptable river alignment. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

One of many large erosion embayment’s ‘under-attack’ along the Wairau River  

Earthquake damage repairs to stopbanks 
Wairau Diversion LB @ Blind Creek 

The reconstruction of this bank has been completed over a length 700 metres.  The remaining work to 
be completed at this location is repairs to the Blind Creek gravity outfall pipe. 
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Wairau River LB 2 Equestrian Centre 

Work has started on the reconstruction of 300 metres of damaged stopbank. 

Wairau Floodplain and Tributaries 

Ōpaoa Loop 
A difficult removal of a dying tree in a residential property adjoining the loop was completed by tree 
surgeons. Access to the site was very difficult due to the house and boundary fences, but fortunately 
the owner kept most of the wood for firewood negating the need for removal. 

Ruakanakana Creek (just downstream of Waihopai intake) 
Intake reinstatement works have been completed post recent flood events. Both the Waihopai and 
Wairau River intakes are sensitive to minor freshes in the river systems at present. 

Wither Hills 
Fencing maintenance over 5km has been completed. Gorse, broom and boxthorn have been targeted 
by ground based spraying (21ha coverage).  Mapps waterway sediment ponds have been cleaned out 
after recent storm events along with access track and water table repairs. 

Fairhall Diversion  
Further stop bank remedial works have been completed along the eastern side of the Fairhall 
Diversion immediately downstream of SH6. This involved the full removal of ageing poplar trees and 
their root ball systems, sub excavating and repairing holes in the stop bank and sowing to grass.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Simcox Construction during final stages of stop bank repair works, Fairhall Diversion 
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Tuamarina River   
Further blockages have been removed as both reactive and proactive moves in order to maintain 
optimal flood carrying-capacity of waterway.  

Waihopai River   
Significant erosion control works have been completed immediately upstream of Ruakanakana Creek 
intake. Two floods have since caused havoc on the true left bank upstream SH 63. Temporary 
diversion and beaching works were initiated in order to ‘buy-some-time’ before more permanent works 
can be carried out.  Full fish recovery and sediment control procedures were implemented. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

D8 Dozer carrying out beaching work upstream SH63 to protect Waihopai riverbank from further erosion 

Drainage 

New Drains 
Flatlands Drain surveyed and land owners contacted re future excavation works. 

Neals Drain surveyed, excavated over 861 metres, and headwalls installed. 
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O’Regans Drain surveyed. 

Pukematai Drain surveyed, excavated, 612 metres and 4 new culverts installed. 

Drain N extension surveyed and excavated, 40 metres. 

 



Assets & Services Committee – 13 June 2017 – Page 10 

Upper Ōpaoa River 

A tree that had fallen down against the rail bridge during the Cyclone Cook event has been removed. 
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Stormwater Pumping Stations 
Chaytors, Rourses and Roberts telemetry supply project:  New telemetry equipment installed in 
these three pump stations have been commissioned.   The new telemetry will help in terms of 
recording drain level and pump running hours, early fault detection and managing these pump stations 
during the flood events.  
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Main Street pump upgrade 

The new underground low voltage cable from the transformer to the pump station has been installed 
following registering of the new electricity easement. The new cable replaces the existing overhead 
wires that had insufficient capacity to run the new larger pump. 

 

Installation of the new 300mm pump and electrical control panels can now proceed. 

Mechanical Weedcutter: River Queen MSA 122246 
The weedcutter has largely completed the key autumn weed cut of the lower Ōpaoa River. Water 
levels through town have dropped as a result, although probably not to pre-earthquake levels. 
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Drainage Maintenance 
Some willow removal from Spring Creek at McCallums has been completed following observations of 
elevated water levels. These higher water levels are attributed to increased spring pressure and hence 
discharge due to higher than normal rainfall. 

Fultons Creek outlet excavated over 40 metres. 

Riverlands Coop Drain silt wedge/buildup excavated at the entrance to Cloudy Bay Business Park. 

Sandhills Outlet and Riverlands Coop weed raked 3782 metres. 

Drain B Grovetown Lagoon, outlet bed level excavated to lower for pumping improvements. 

Drain N excavated at SH1 and rail bridge, 16 metres. 

Woolley & Jones outlet excavated following earthquake 106 metres. 

Kennedys outlet excavated following earthquake 37 metres. 

Floodway Reserves 
New bund has been constructed at the Blenheim Rowing Club reserve to prevent small Wairau 
freshes entering the berm area and flooding the adjacent road. This area was extensively damaged 
during the November 13 earthquake. 

 

Some minor tree maintenance has been carried out to control strangling weeds suppressing growth. 

A difficult pruning job, due to thick broom and gorse, of cypress trees at the Lower Waihopai has been 
completed and will add value to these trees once fully grown and harvested. 

Local film makers sought approval to use the Taylor Dam reserve area to the south of the dam for 
shooting. Site inspection was required and they are happy for the approval. 
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Overhanging vegetation into a neighbour’s vineyard was pruned back pre harvest to ease access 
impediments. 

A new lease has been given for Reserve 18A, Upper Ōpaoa. 

Extensive communication has been had with lessees at Fox’s Island re access issues. This will be the 
subject to a paper to the committee at the next meeting. 

Picton, Sounds and Awatere 

Waikawa and Waitohi Rivers 
The final waterways maintenance run has been completed which included the two Ngakuta Bay 
streams. In addition several small stream and bank protection jobs have been carried out in sections 
with restricted access. 

Investigation and Miscellaneous 

Caseys Creek and Ōpaoa River Stopbank Upgrade Project 

 Phase 2 – Detailed Design and Resource Consent Application progress since the last reporting 
period: 

o The first draft preliminary design maps and drawings, including landscaping plans have 
been completed. A workshop was held on 15 May 2017 to discuss the finer elements for 
the resource consent application purpose. The final preliminary drawings are expected by 
26 May 2017. 

o Detailed design and the construction costing and methodology are ongoing which is 
planned to be completed, via a series of workshop, by the end of August 2017. 

o Following ongoing consultation with our Regulatory colleagues the Resource Consent for 
the project will be applied for through two separate submissions running concurrently: 

 Construction works in relation to the upgrades: the overall activity status has been 
identified as non-complying (WARMP and MEP) 

 Stormwater discharge to Caseys Creek from the new stormwater pipe servicing 
the Blenheim North Area. 

Both Resource Consent Application documents are in draft format which is being 
consulted up on internally and externally (where appropriate). It is planned to lodge both 
applications by the middle of July 2017. 

o Feedback from our ongoing consultation has been positive to date. The next edition of the 
project Newsletter to all affected parties will be sent out soon. The provisional date and 
venue for the planned “Open Day Surgery” will be finalised in the next few weeks. 
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Typical preliminary Design Cross Sections 

Lower Wairau River and Diversion Study – Hydrological, Hydraulic and Level of 
Service (LoS) Analysis 
• The draft updated hydraulic model has been completed, inclusive of the report and its 

recommendations, which has been peer reviewed by an independent consultant / expert from 
DHI New Zealand Ltd.  

• Following a very constructive workshop further, external and internal participation, and data is 
being gathered for additional calibrations of the model. 

• The outcome of the analysis will identify the present Level of Service (LoS) of the flood protection 
works as part of the overall current Wairau River Floodways Management Plan. 

Fultons Creek – Hydrological-, Hydraulic- and Level of Service (LoS) Analysis 
• The hydraulic model of Fultons Creek has been completed and the draft report has been received 

for review.  

• The final report will be one of the tools with regards to our development strategy for current and 
future stormwater discharge (quality treatment) in this catchment, e.g. sub-division development / 
land use change and the flood risk management. 

• A workshop is planned at the beginning of June 2017 to discuss the outcomes and 
recommendations with a view of finalising the report during the course of July 2017. 



Assets & Services Committee – 13 June 2017 – Page 16 

 

Analysis showing the intended functioning of the Pollard Park golf course flood detention area 

Fairhall School Creek – Hydrological-, Hydraulic- and Level of Service (LoS) 
Analysis 
• The hydraulic model of Fairhall School Creek, the reach between New Renwick Road and the 

confluence of the Golf Course Creek, will determine our current Level of Service (LoS).  

• It will take into consideration potential climate change impact by using the following flood 
scenarios; a 5, 10, 20 and overdesign flood event. 

• The hydraulic model is nearing completion. The first results and draft report are expected by the 
end of June 2017. 

• The ultimate outcome of the ‘exercise’ will be one of the tools to: 

o Determine the current flood risk 

o Identify any upgrade requirements, in consultation with affected landowners, to achieve a 
minimum ‘protection’ to a 10 year flood event. The aim is to achieve this through 
implementation of the upgrades by the identified landowners and contributions by Council 
where applicable and appropriate. 

o Develop a strategy on the how to mitigate the residual flood risk through consultation with 
Marlborough Civil Defence Emergency Management Group and Marlborough Roads. 

Lower Wairau River Stopbank - Proposed Improvement and Re-alignment Works  

 “Ngati Rarua Reach” - True Left Bank 
• Ngati Rarua is continuing the consultation with their members on the options discussed at the end 

of last year. Recent changes of the management within Ngā Tāngata, and an ongoing review of 
their ‘strategic projects’ pushed the feedback on the consultation, and the mutual agreeable 
preferred re-alignment option, further back.   
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It is expected that this will be achieved during July of 2017 with a commitment, from Council, that 
work along this reach could commence towards the end of the calendar year. 

Gravel Extraction 
• The annual gravel allocation has traditionally been from 1 March to the following end of February. 

This will change to 1 July to following June. In the meantime we have a short period of 4mths 
being 1 March to 30 June 2017. 

• Currently the 2016/17 allocations have been rolled over on a pro rata basis for a further four 
months to align the gravel allocation year with Council’s ‘July to June’ financial year. 

• The Wairau River bed levels have been surveyed and analysed. Contractors will be consulted 
over the new allocations proposed for the 2017/19 period. These allocations will commence on 1 
July 2017.  

Gravel extraction figures for March to April 2017 (2 mths) as follows: 

Wairau River - “Waihopai River confluence to the Ferry Road Bridge”. 
2017 4mth period (March to June) allocation is 37,663m3. 

10,480 m3 = 
27.8% of allocation 

Other rivers within in the district (incl. Sounds, Upper Wairau & 
Awatere) 37,345 m3. 

Total volume of extraction for the Marlborough District is: 47,825 m3. 

• Gravel sales from MDC stockpiles for March-April 2017 = Nil. 

 
Quarries 

Pukaka 
A shot has been fired and material is being extracted. 

Processing of material for earthquake damaged stopbanks is continuing.  Recent wet weather has 
made the stockpiled material over wet and difficult to cart and place. 
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Services and Operations 

Kerbside Collection – Wheelie Bins 
(Information prepared by Alec McNeil) W300-007-01 

The kerbside collection survey of existing service users closed on 15 May 2017. To date over 5,000 
responses have been registered on the survey monkey platform with a few hundred manual entries 
left to be keyed in.  

An update on the results of the survey will be provided to the committee in July 2017.  

Turnbull Property 
(Information prepared by Alec McNeil) W300-005-001-09 

The purchase of the above property has gone unconditional with final settlement due towards the end 
of June early July 2017.  

A number of areas are being explored by staff in relation to potential future use/development of the 
property. These include: 

• The leasing of the vineyard to another operator to mitigate council’s risk in managing this 
aspect, 

• Development site for the pyrolysis plant being relocated into an area of the purchased property 
to avoid construction on fill material, 

• Expansion of the landfill stormwater ponds to further mitigate the impact of any surface 
discharge from the site, 

• The leasing of the dwelling to interested parties for a minimum 12 month period; and, 

• The development of a consented greenwaste composting site on the property to support 
council’s service delivery to the community.   

These opportunities will be explored between now and settlement date and approval sought as 
appropriate. 
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Reserves and Amenities Section Activity Report 
(Information prepared by Robert Hutchinson, Robin Dunn, Grahame Smail, Mark Witehira, 
Robyn Blackburn, Murray Morgan, Brad Molony, Dale Ashworth)  R510-009-000-01 

Blenheim Parks and Reserves 

Pollard Park 
Pollard Park’s annual bed displays have just been planted for the spring, they will start to flower over 
the next few weeks and look fantastic by spring time. Along with the annual plants the bulb displays 
under some of the areas will also come up and flower in the spring time. 

Autumn time is coming to a quick end with winter temperatures on the way in, most of the autumn 
leaves have almost finished falling in the park with only the last few truck loads to clean up. Also with 
the lower temperatures this means plant growth is slowing down, with pruning, tiding and mulching 
taking place in many areas. Some replanting will also take place before the busy spring time starts 
again. 

Weeding and cutting down has just commenced to catch up after annual bed planting over recent 
weeks. 

Seymour Square 
Gardening staff have just finished the planting of the annual beds at Seymour Square, all of the old 
plants were removed and garden beds composted and dug, levelled and marked then replanted with 
the spring bedding plants. 

Borders have also all been weeded and tidied. 

Events 
The Winter Duathlon Series, Mountain bike events and Demo days and the annual Mount Vernon 
Challenge are again being held in the Farm Park. 

Mountain Bike and Walking Track Upgrade and Additional Signage 
Re-gravelling of sections of Rifle Range Trail is underway to protect the trail, reduce erosion and 
enable year round use.  A new entrance panel and map is being installed at the start of the Scenic 
Route as this is another main entrance to the Mountain Bike Park.  This sign will also have a MTB 
PARK CLOSED sign facility, so the tracks can be closed when necessary to prevent damage when 
the ground is wet and soft. 
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Weed Control 
Gorse spraying within the Mountain Bike Park is proposed in spring to control previously mulched 
areas. 

Picton – Waikawa Reserves 
Business as usual activities were carried out over the past period with some minor improvements work 
at various sites including the thickening up of low shrub plantings at Queen Charlotte Look out and 
other similar sites. 

Repairs to the Waikawa Foreshore Reserve boat launching ramp breakwater are programmed but 
have been delayed due to contractor availability and the sourcing of suitable large rock material. Seal 
patching of the launching ramp entry margins has similarly been delayed due to contractor availability.  

Picton Foreshore Reserve 
Usual activities were carried out over the past period.  

A communications plan is being prepared to facilitate further consultation with community and key 
stakeholders of the Foreshore Reserve and the High Street/London Quay road precincts.  

Staff attended (and or facilitated) various community meetings recently including: a post Maritime 
Festival debrief, Picton Wayfinding signage, Smart and Connected Open Spaces sub-committee and 
Picton Business Group.  



Assets & Services Committee – 13 June 2017 – Page 21 

Victoria Domain  
Extensive weed control work that primarily targeted invasive tree weed species has now been 
completed for the season throughout numerous areas in the Domain. 
Sycamore has been the primary target species however a number of other problem tree weeds have 
been controlled, and include Robinia, Portuguese and European Laurel, Pine, Prunus, Cotoneaster, 
Wattle and Eucaluptus to name a few. Funding has come from Reserve budgets and ‘Totoras for 
Totoranui’ Annual Plan allocation. 

Renwick Reserves 
Business as usual activities were carried out over the past period with some minor improvements work 
at various sites including some new plantings at the Marchburn Historic Water Tough Reserve (SH63) 
and minor tree work at Rousehill Reserve. Other winter replanting and some tree work is programed at 
various sites within the reserves network. 

SH 6 Cycle Path Extension  
This 1.2 km extension has now been completed and connects Renwick and Rapaura Road to the 
Wairau River and Conders Bend Mountain Bike Park.  This has been a Renwick Smart and 
Connected project and funded with assistance by the BWM Trust and the Rata Foundation. 
 

 

Marina to Marina Track 
Upgrade is well underway using funding provided through the Annual Plan. A further application has 
been applied for to complete works over the full 4.5km length. 
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Northern Marlborough/Sounds 

Havelock Memorial Park Entrance and Skate Park 
Upgrade options of the Neil Street entrance and Park are being considered as part of the Small 
Township programme, however piping the open drain, carpark drainage/reseal, a retaining wall and 
landscape planting is proposed with some funding allocated. 

Contracts 

Street Plots  
Replanting and bulking up of around 30 of the higher profile districts 550 urban street plots has 
recently taken place, with more planting proposed in spring. 

Street Tree Management  
A catch up on tree pruning and de-suckering has been underway by contractors recently, however 
there are many streets that still require attention.  Line clearing also continues in two weekly intervals 
when the insulated high lift truck is over here from Nelson.   

On-going tree removal and replacement is planned in several streets where vigorous tree species are 
located under power lines or where the trees are in significant decline.  

Tree or vegetation related calls or enquiries make a large proportion of call centre activity. 

Public Conveniences 

Blenheim Toilets 
Business as usual activities were carried out over the past period with some minor improvement work 
at various sites including: Nelson Street, Harling Park and Quail Stream. Improvement work for the 
toilets at Horton Park and Redwoodtown Hall is being scoped and minor improvement work for Taylor 
Pass Dam Reserve, Awarua Domain and Quail and Sutherland Stream (Wither Hills Farm Park - tank 
toilets) is programmed. Preliminary discussion plans for the redevelopment of the Seymour Square 
toilets are being developed.  

Picton Toilets General 
Business as usual activities were carried out over the past period. Redevelopment or replacement of 
the Collins Memorial Reserve toilet is being scoped.  

Consideration for replacement of the two older single accessible Exeloo toilet cubicles in the High 
Street carpark are being given as these are very well used, often have queues and are prone to minor 
R & M issues. There may be potential to make application to the MBIE tourism infrastructure funding 
and these two units could be transferred/recycled to sites that have lower use e.g. Elterwater rest area 
(SH 1).  

With the new Auckland Street i-SITE toilets fully operational the old toilets adjacent to the Red Cross 
building Auckland Street will be closed. Signs have been in-place for a month now to advise of this 
pending closure from 1 July. 

Havelock, Rai Valley and Sounds 
Business as usual activities were carried out over the past period. Linkwater, Double Bay, Ohingaroa 
and Te Mahia were all inspected and all repairs and maintenance minor works is programmed. 
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Some minor work including upgrading the ventilation stack system (the same as Ohingaroa) is 
programmed for Double Bay. Te Mahia single round Norski toilet unit is due for an upgrade which will 
largely involve a straight swap out of a renovated same style toilet unit (but that has an improved and 
higher capacity waste water holding/containment  tank and improved venting system), and some 
minor work to improve the surrounding the toilet site. 

Preliminary discussion plans for the redevelopment of the Anakiwa and Havelock Township toilets are 
being scoped prior to consultation with the community. Plans for the a new toilet in the Rai Valley 
Township (co-located with the Rai Valley Emergency Centre) are underway following community 
consultation and details for the site and waste water disposal are being scoped. 

Minor improvements as some upgrades are nearly completed for the Canvas Town toilets that have 
included replacement of damaged doors, painting, new/improved signage and access. 

Other Rural 
The new relocatable toilet unit at the Wairau Valley Church site is working well. Preliminary plans and 
ideas for the Elterwater rest area toilet (which Council take over from NZTA on 1 July) are being 
considered in preparation for the reopening of SH1 later this year.  

Cemeteries 

Awatere 

A number of graves were topped up following further minor shakes and settling. 

Fairhall 

Lifting of low branches overhang graves was completed. 

Havelock 

A good tidy up of tree and leaf debris and trimming back of smaller trees and shrubs has been 
completed. 

Omaka 
Some improvement work was commenced recently including: Dressing with top soil of the old sexton 
house site in preparation for landscaping and redevelopment and the re-contour of the lower Taylor 
Pass Road area.  

Soil being used is sourced via a Rivers Section operation which is back loaded to cemetery sites when 
loads are available. This recycles at a relatively low cost, a resource Council has available and the soil 
is adequate for general ground work purposes or can be screened to making it very useable. 

Picton 

The graves and cemetery restoration work is continuing as contactor availability, weather and access 
allows. 

Tuamarina 
Some improvement work was commenced recently including: minor retaining walls, improved general 
roadway access, new traffic signage and roadway safety site rails, tree and vegetation control work. 
To commence shortly is the planting out of steep areas that are very difficult to maintain and pose 
some health and safety concerns with low cover shrubs and a continuation of woody weed and pine 
and gum tree control. 
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Rangers’ Report 
(Information prepared by Murray Morgan) R510-006-02, R510-005-04 

Graffiti 
Only reports of isolated graffiti hits recently.  CBD area and also Redwoodtown.  Rather large tag on 
pillar of State Highway 1 Wairau Bridge. 

Freedom Camping    
Freedom Camping numbers have dropped off dramatically with change of season. Numbers at Collins 
Reserve and Renwick Domain remain steady, with more vehicles using sites than this time last year.   

General  
Illegal dumpings are about average for month with a run on separate dumpings of motor vehicle tyres. 
A slight increase has been noticed in greenwaste dumpings probably due to property clean ups prior 
to winter. 

Once again there is a noticeable increase in trees being cut and wood being taken as the colder 
weather sets in.  Affected areas Wairau River from Selmes to Conders. 

Road Safety Coordinator Update 
(Information prepared by R Blackburn) 

General 
The first 2017 meeting of the Safe and Sustainable Travel Association 
(SASTA) was held in Wellington over two days in April. I’m on the executive 
this year representing the Top of the South and have been elected into the role 
of secretary. SASTA is an independent incorporated society representing 
professionals working in the area of safe and/or sustainable transport 
behaviour change in New Zealand. SASTA promotes national best practice 
community activities that seek to improve safety and sustainability on our 
transport network.  

To promote safe driving in winter conditions free windscreen scrapers are 
being given away at both Council offices, Corrections, and The Health Hub. 

Safety of Young Drivers 
Supporting Families in Marlborough continue to manage Learner Licence courses for young people at 
risk of driving without a licence, with funding provided through road safety education budgets. 
Supporting Families apply for additional funding through other avenues to subsidise the test fee for 
students, and 12 from 12 passed their learner Licence test after the course in April. 

Top of the South funding is available to support young people through the Restricted Licence stage 
provided they fit the same criteria as is used for the Learner Licence courses. Supporting Families in 
Marlborough also manage this programme and five young people have now achieved their Restricted 
Licence with another 10 people programmed in before the end of June. WINZ and Corrections are 
able to assist with Licence Test funding because they see the advantages to the community to have 
more young people progress through the Graduated Licence System.  

The new NZTA and ACC website ‘Drive’ was heavily promoted in Marlborough in March and April 
through newspaper, radio, and digital print. ‘Drive’ offers support and resources to young people 
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wanting to pass their Restricted Licence test. Other radio advertising promoted young driver safety 
relating to drugged driving, distracted driving, and driving outside the conditions of licence. 

Roads and Roadsides 
Road Safety Coordinators from Tasman and Marlborough spent 
a two day road trip through Nelson, Tasman, and Marlborough 
checking out all billboard structures in the Top of the South. All 
of Marlborough’s structures were identified as needing 
replacement while only a few in Tasman and Nelson need 
replacing. State Highway 1 sites at The Ure appear to be 
damaged by the quake and will be replaced at some stage 
dependent on the re-build of SH1.  

Further objectives were to identify if structures were situated in 
optimum positions or need to be moved, and to identify possible 
new sites for billboard advertising on State Highway networks.  

A Blenheim and Marlborough Compendium has been printed 
and will be distributed to a number of accommodation outlets in Marlborough. The 

booklet contains information about what there is to see and do in the region and offers opportunities 
for advertising. We recognise an opportunity to promote road safety messages to visiting people in our 
region. The same advertising will be used in a Tasman and Motueka Compendium due to be printed in 
June. 

Safe Motorcycling 

Walkability  

Secondary School travel data has been collected from MBC and QCC in 2016. A total comparison 
from primary and secondary schools is included below.  

Promotion of the Ride Forever training workshops has been ramped on 
via the Ride To Live website offering petrol vouchers to rider who enrol 
before June. Locally the provider has advised all current courses are full 
and more have been added to cope with demand. 

Riders attending a recent Ride Forever ‘Silver’ riding course. 

A letter was sent out to MBC, MGC, and QCC colleges in April outlining a proposal for schools to 
introduce NCEA motorcycle training courses into their school and receive funding support from Road 
Safety budgets. It is hoped the training might help students with more employment opportunities and at 
the same time receive guidance around motorcycle safety. QCC have responded that their staff will 
discuss.  

Work is being done to develop regular Skype based workshops with US based Dave Moss to 
support riders who would like to learn more about bike maintenance and improve handling. 

A joint event with Nelson and Tasman is being considered due to the success of other large events in 
Wellington and Christchurch. Such an event will require a lot of planning and the support of 
motorcyclists across the Top of the South but would provide an opportunity to promote ‘biking’ safety. 

Organising the covering of service lids with a non-slip surface is on-going, and funding from MSAC 
is being sought by the Road Safety Engineer to make road side safety barriers safer for 
motorcyclists. 
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take to and from school: 2012 vs 2016 

2012

2016

Sport Tasman continues to deliver cycle safety skills into schools with support from Road 
Safety and Bike Walk Marlborough. 

A ‘Stride n’ Ride’ pilot programme with five schools has been successfully delivered. Havelock 
School’s cycling and walking numbers went up from 38% to 82%, Picton from 45% to 67%, and 
Whitney from 36% to 53%. Planning for next year’s event is underway and it is hoped more schools 
can be included if we get the management model sorted. 

A further ‘improvement’ request was given to Marl Roads on the two identified ‘Walkability’ routes 
that we are showcasing first. These routes will get people into the Blenheim CBD from Springlands 
and Redwoodtown. A decision will need to be reached about how well these paths will be made 
‘walkable’ versus the current Footpath Standards that are used.    

Keri McMullan, a Bachelor of Occupational Therapy (Honours) at Otago Polytechnic, Dunedin, has 
submitted a partially fulfilled dissertation relating to low vision and Mobility Scooters 18 November 
2016. Keri contacted Council after reading a digital article about mobility in Marlborough. Her 
Conclusion is as follows: 

I conclude this dissertation with the message that older adults with low vision regularly do 
not receive adequate support and attention from rehabilitation services, and so some 
resourceful older adults have found their own solutions for mobility issues. They use their 
mobility scooter responsibly and appropriately within their community. It is the most 
feasible tool for affordable, flexible and independent community participation. In the 
simple act of heading down to the shops, they demonstrate their resilience, autonomy, 
self-awareness and abilities. It would be difficult to match the quality of life allowed by the 
scooter through any other intervention other than returning their eye sight and their 
mobility. While to onlookers, a person with low vision using a mobility scooter may seem 
risky, to the user the alternatives are more so.  

BikeWalk Marlborough 
(Information prepared by Braden Prideaux) C230-001-B03 

Attached are the latest minutes. 
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