
 

Report and Minutes of a Meeting of the  
ASSETS & SERVICES COMMITTEE  

held in the Council Chambers, District Administration Building, Seymour Street, Blenheim 
on THURSDAY, 27 April 2017 commencing at 1.30 pm 

Present 
Clrs T M Sloan (Chairperson), G I T Evans, J L Andrews, B G Dawson, M J Fitzpatrick, M A Peters, 
Mayor J C Leggett, Mr R Hunter (iwi representative). 

Also Present 
Clrs J A Arbuckle, D D Oddie, L M Shenfield, N P Taylor, G A Hope (from 1.44 pm) and C J Brook 
(from 1.44 pm). 

In Attendance 
Mr Richard Coningham (Manager – Assets & Services Department) Jamie Lyall (Manager – Property and 
Community Facilities) and Nicole Chauval (Committee Secretary). 

P.16/17.396 Declaration of Interests -  
Clr Sloan declared an interest in Item 6 – Criterion Lane. 

Mr R Hunter declared an interest in Item 8 – Murphys Creek Stormwater – Option G. 

ATTENDANCE: David Craig, Finance & Information Supervisor, was present for the following item. 

P.16/17.397 Financial Report for Period Ended 31 March 2017 
  F275-001-02 

The Finance and Information Supervisor, David Craig, presented the financial report for the Assets & Services 
Department for the period ended 31 March 2017 (75% of the year). Mr Craig noted that where possible, accrual 
entries have been completed to account for March revenues and expenditures in that month.  

It was reported that for the first time this includes current outstanding contract retention values, totalling 
$627,222, drawn from 21 separate construction contracts. This reflects recent changes to the Construction 
Contracts Act and in particular the requirement for all retentions (relating to construction contracts entered into on 
or after 31 March 2017) to be held on trust for the benefit of the payee. 

Members were advised that generally year to date revenues and operating expenditures continue to be closely 
aligned to budgets, while capital expenditure variations are more widespread depending on progress with 
respective projects. 

It was noted that the year to date earthquake and flood damage repair costs are broadly summarised as - 
Emergency Reinstatement (Roads and Footpaths) $5,162,826; Flood Damage (Flood Protection) $127,531; 
Internal Metal Recharges (Flood Protection) $231,301; Repairs & Maintenance – Earthquake (Community 
Facilities, Flood Protection & Waste Management) $662,815; Earthquake Response (Emergency Management) 
$175,874. 

It was also noted that other earthquake related costs have been absorbed within existing operating expenditures 
such as the CCTV inspections of sanitary sewer lines, at an approximate cost of $172,518. 

For the reporting period, Departmental revenues are favourable to budget by $1,390,576, including: Dump fees 
$1,019,815; Roading subsidies $581,864; Property rentals & parking leases $253,532; Trade waste charges 
$197,945; Metered Water Sales $188,593; Reserve Fund contributions ($98,415); Development Impact Levies 
(Blenheim northwest zone) ($101,237); Sales ($146,493); Development Contributions ($236,234); Donations and 
Grants (Flaxbourne irrigation) ($461,483). 

Operating expenditures are unfavourable to budget by $1,709,275, including: Emergency Reinstatement 
($3,287,829); Earthquake repairs ($662,815); Mains maintenance ($204,967); Projects (includes earthquake 
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response) ($165,192); Contracts ($143,871); Infiltration/leak maintenance $111,259; Repairs and maintenance 
$123,657; Depreciation $254,264; Treatment costs $397,765; Roading maintenance $858,522; Interest 
payments $859,489. 

The resulting year to date operating surplus of $1,564,141 is unfavourable to budget by $318,699. 

The total budgeted capital expenditure for 2016/17, including carryovers and Council approved adjustments, is 
$62M with actual year to date expenditure of $20M (33%). Capital expenditure is mainly concentrated in the core 
activities of Roading $18.2M (ytd actual $5.3M), Water supply $16.6M ($5.9M), Sewer $12.3M ($1.2M), 
Community Facilities $8M ($4.7M), Flood Protection $2.7M ($0.6M) and Waste Management $2.2M ($2.3M). 

The total forecast capital expenditure of $35.8M is $26.2M below budget. 

The Operational Activity for the month of March was summarised in Mr Craig’s report. 

Mr Craig advised members of the following amendment to the report: 

• Parking Picton (page 31)  
o Total revenue including rates  - YTD % spent - recorded as 51% should read 77% 
o Operating expenses - YTD % spent - recorded as 50% should read 72% 

Clrs Peters/Evans: 
That the financial report for the period 31 March 2017 be received. 
Carried 

ATTENDANCE: Steve Murrin, Journey Manager Marlborough Roads was present for the following two items and 
John Lieswyn, ViaStrada Limited, was present for the following item. 

P.16/17.398 Eltham/Beaver Cycleway Project 
  R510-012-004-05 

The report to the Committee sought approval to commence public consultation on the options for the installation 
of a cycleway to provide a cycling environment between the Taylor River Path and Maxwell Road that is suitable 
for pupils attending Whitney Street Primary School. The Options report was included with the agenda for 
members’ information. To highlight this report a powerpoint presentation was shown (presentation filed in Trim – Record 
No. 1775875).  

Members were advised that the project aims to improve and formalise the existing north-south walking and 
cycling route between the east-west Taylor River Path and southern neighbourhoods, the proposed route was 
identified in the presentation. It was noted that his partially separated path will offer a safer cycle route for the 
more than 500 students who attend Whitney Street School, Bohally Intermediate and Marlborough Girls College. 
It will also encourage more people to cycle to the Taylor River Reserve Path and to reach the town centre and 
other destinations in the area.  

Mr Lieswyn discussed the pathway options for Eltham and Beaver Roads and gave examples of options used in 
other areas. It was noted that designs would be dependent on budget but suggested that everything doesn’t 
necessarily have to be completed at once. 

It was noted that this route is expected to attract around 200 people each day. 

Mr Lieswyn advised members of the following website https://www.nzta.govt.nz/walking-cycling-and-public-
transport/cycling/cycling-network-guidance/  for further information on cycling network guidance – planning and 
design 

Members were advised that ViaStrada Ltd will provide support with the consultation and final detailed design with 
a report being provided to the Committee on outcomes and recommendations.  

Clrs Dawson/Fitzpatrick: 
That the Options Report for Eltham/Beaver Road Cycle Link Project be accepted and approved for public 
consultation with the final report and recommended option reported back to Council. 
Carried 

https://www.nzta.govt.nz/walking-cycling-and-public-transport/cycling/cycling-network-guidance/
https://www.nzta.govt.nz/walking-cycling-and-public-transport/cycling/cycling-network-guidance/
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ATTENDANCE: Steve Murrin, Journey Marlborough Roads, was present for the following item. 

P.16/17.399 Road Legalisation Moncrieff Reserve, Okiwi Bay 
  R800-004-01 

The report to the Committee sought approval to proceed with the legalisation of the Croisilles-French Pass Road 
through Moncrieff Reserve. 

Members were advised that Okiwi Bay Ltd had approached Marlborough Roads and DOC about getting access 
to a block of land they own that sits on the west side of Moncrieff Reserve. It was noted that the process has 
highlighted that the formed Croisilles-French Pass Road does not follow the legal road line.  

Mr Murrin advised that this land swap would mean the unformed road would be transferred to DOC and added to 
Moncrieff Reserve. It was noted that having this road legalised will enable Marlborough Road contractors to 
maintain vegetation, drainage channels and road surface without having to get DOC approval which often 
creates a time lag. It was reported that both Marlborough Roads and DOC support a land swap to rectify this 
situation. 

It was noted that Council’s share of costs would be around $10,000 with funding coming from existing budgets 
and other benefiting parties will contribute to the overall costs.  

Clrs Sloan/Andrews: 
That pursuant to Part VIII of the Public Works Act 1981 Council approve the legalisation of the existing 
legal road through the Okiwi Bay and Moncrieff Scenic Reserve and its vesting in Council; and, in 
exchange/return, the exiting unformed legal road through the Okiwi Bay and Moncrieff Scenic Reserve to 
be stopped and vested in the Crown as scenic reserve for addition to the Okiwi Bay and Moncrieff Scenic 
Reserve. 
Carried 

ATTENDANCE: Stephen Rooney, Operations & Maintenance Engineer, was present for the following item. 

ATTENDANCE: Clr Sloan declared a conflict of interest and withdrew for this item and Clr Evans assumed 
the chair. 

ATTENDANCE: Clr Oddie withdrew from the meeting at 2.15 pm. 

P.16/17.400 Criterion Lane PN328903#04, R800-007-06-03 
The report to the Committee sought consideration in officially naming an existing private lane off Alfred Street 
located between the Criterion Hotel and the Council car parking building. The lane has existed since before the 
mid 1930’s.  It has been a service lane serving the rear of properties with frontage to Market Street numbered 
14 to 28. 

It was reported that the request has come about because Literacy Marlborough are co-tenants with Community 
Law at 14 Market Street.  Community Law use the entrance off Market Street while Literacy Marlborough use the 
entrance off the lane.  It was noted that they wish to have a name for the lane which they can use to describe to 
their customers their location and it would also enable addressing compliant with the national addressing 
standard (AS/NZS 4819:2011).  

Members were advised that while there has not been a request to provide an urban street address, a plan for the 
lane will be compiled to provide for numbering should this be required in future.  

It was noted that Literacy Marlborough has presented one suggestion for the lane name being Criterion Lane. 
There are no conflicts with the name suggested and the name is in keeping with a long standing business and 
building adjacent.  The Marlborough Historical Society, Marlborough Museum and Criterion Property Holdings 
have endorsed this choice. The proposed names were also circulated to iwi but no response has been received. 
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Clrs Peters/Fitzpatrick:   
That the existing private lane off Alfred Street between the Criterion and the Council car parking building, 
shown on the plan below, be named “Criterion Lane”. 

 
Carried 

ATTENDANCE: Erica Hobbs, Engineering Officer, was present for the following item. 

P.16/17.401 Road Name Request - Beech Whanau 
  PN538060#04, U150470M 

The report to the Committee sought consideration to officially name an existing private right-of-way at 
316A Waikawa Road to enable addressing compliant with the national addressing standard (AS/NZS 4819:2011) 
to be applied to a currently un-numbered property created by recent subdivision at this location. 

Members were advised that the right-of-way to the property needing an address is located within PN538059 
which is owned by Peter and Takutai Beech. It was noted that the formed access way is constructed in part on a 
neighbouring property and passes through another to also serve a further property. The access way is 
approximately 200m long and currently serves five existing dwellings on four properties.  

It was noted that discussion has been had with LINZ regarding an appropriate addressing solution for this area 
and they would accept the proposed addressing which was identified in the agenda by way of Address 
Management Map 2. It was noted that the proposed solution applies a new road name to the right-of-way with 
appropriate urban numbering for all existing address points up the right-of-way, and allows for future address 
points.  

Members were advised that the Beech Whanau have presented Waipuna Way and Whitiao Way as suggestions 
for the new road naming. The two options were discussed and the name that ticks all the boxes is Whitiao Way 
which means white chapel. This choice meets the requirements of the policy. 
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Members were advised that the Beech Whanau have also talked with local iwi and the four affected property 
owners/residents who will end up with new addresses and Council has been advised that there are no objections 
to the proposed names.  

It was reported that the proposed names have been circulated by the Council to Iwi, local historians and 
Marlborough Roads for comment. Te Atiawa o Te Waka-a-Maui and Te Puni Kōkiri support the application. It 
was noted that no response has been received to date from other groups consulted. 

Ms Hobbs advised that while there is an adjacent roadway and ROW that will require naming in the future, the 
ground work carried out by Takutai Beech in researching names for their ROW has opened up dialogue between 
MDC and Te Atiawa regarding creating a list of pre-approved appropriate names for the Picton area.  

Mr Hunter/Clr Andrews:   
That the existing private right-of-way at 316A Waikawa Road, shown on the appended plans, be named 
“Whitiao Way”. 
Carried 

ATTENDANCE: Jon Cunnliffe, Resource Management Advisor, Mark Newton, Cawthron Project Facilitator and 
Members of the Collaborative Stakeholder Group for Murphys Creek were present for the following item. 

ATTENDANCE: Clr Oddie rejoined the meeting at 2.38 pm. 

P.16/17.402 Murphys Creek Stormwater – Option G 
  W410-001-02-03 

The report to the Committee provided a recap on the background behind the Murphys Creek Structured Decision 
Making (SDM) Project and to formally recommend Option G as the Collaborative Stakeholder Group’s preferred 
option for Stormwater Management in the Murphys Creek Catchment. To highlight this report a powerpoint 
presentation was shown (presentation filed in Trim – Record No. 1775949). 

Mr Cunnliffe introduced the Collaborative Stakeholder Group members to the Committee and advised that 
Ross Inder would formally make the submission to members on behalf of the stakeholder group. It was noted 
that the Mayor and Mr Hunter were involved in the process with this group.  

By way of  background Mr Newtown advised that the Council commissioned the Cawthron Institute to provide a 
report and in compiling that report a good deal of time was spent talking to stakeholders. Through these 
discussions it became clear that a different approach was required. The Cawthron team were further 
commissioned to facilitate a Structured Decision Making process for stormwater management in Murphys Creek. 
It was noted that fundamental to this process was the establishment of a Collaborative Stakeholder Group. 

Members were advised that by using the structured decision making process a consequences table was created. 
It was noted that the table was an important tool in the context of solving the problems at Murphys Creek.  

Members were advised that ten options were contemplated during the course of the project and at the conclusion 
of the last workshop held in March 2017 Option G was the option which had unanimous support of those present. 
Mr Newton outlined the key features of Option G. 

Mr Dick, Rivers and Drainage Engineering Manager, joined the presentation and discussed the options offered. 
Noting that option A was the cheapest with Option H++ the most expensive. Mr Dick also discussed the rivers 
and drainage challenges for these options and noted that Option G does provide some future proofing. 

Mr Inder spoke to members on behalf of the stakeholder group. He noted that Murphys Creek is not just for those 
living alongside the creek but for the whole of Blenheim. He advised that the consequences table clearly showed 
how far things have moved since 2013. Mr Inder went on to thank Mr Newton for his patience in enabling a 
solution to be found and acknowledged the considerable input from John Cunnliffe, Geoff Dick and 
Stephen Rooney.  

Mr Inder then formally recommended to members that the Collaborative Stakeholder Group wished to offer up 
Option G from the Consequences Table as the group’s preferred option for Stormwater Management in the 
Murphys Creek Catchment. 

It was noted that the estimated cost for Option G is $3.8M. Council currently has budget of $2.3M for the years 
2022-24 for this project. 
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Clrs Peters/Sloan:   
1. That the report be received. 

2. That Option G be noted as the Collaborative Stakeholder Group for Murphys Creek preferred 
option for the ongoing management of stormwater Manager in the Murphys Creek catchment. 
(a) Key features - Option G: 

i) On land that has been rezoned for urban development the allowable runoff from 
that land shall be 6 l/s/ha.  This is equivalent to the stormwater that would run off 
the land if it were still in rural use. 

ii) Stormwater outlets from properties in the commercial/business area east of the 
Murphys Creek culvert across Middle Renwick Road will be retrofitted with 
filter/treatment devices. 

iii) Stormwater from these same areas that currently discharges to Murphys Creek will 
be diverted to the Taylor River via the Pump Station just downstream of the High 
Street bridge over the Taylor River. 

iv) A proprietary stormwater treatment device will be installed in the Aston Street area 
as part of the Murphys Road stormwater network upgrade. This will treat 
stormwater from that section of the catchment before it discharges to Murphys 
Creek. 

Carried 

P.16/17.403 Renwick Residential Water Meters 
  W450-004-007-05 

The report to the Committee sought approval to confirm the implementation of water meters for the Renwick 
residential community. 

Members were advised that two public consultation meetings on implementing water metering have been held 
with over 80 residents, in addition to Councillors and Council staff attending. The community have indicated their 
support to progress metering and to apply a base free + volume usage charge which will cover the operational 
costs based on an average consumption per household and anything over this amount will be charged at a m3 
rate as opposed to the current fixed price.  

It was noted that Council staff would report back to the Havelock Water Group on tariff charging options once 
discussions with the Renwick community were complete. Members were advised that Council staff intend to 
present and recommend the Renwick water metering decision on tariff charging to the Havelock Water Group in 
the coming weeks. 

Clr Brooks noted that a water meter trial is be undertaken and advised that the residents have indicated they 
wished for it to be underway by this summer. 

Mr Rooney advised that a trial will be conducted which will show what water is being used and how it is being 
used with information obtained available to residents over the summer period. It was noted that not all metering 
will be in before this summer. Members were advised that the owners of the properties in the trials will be 
contacted. It was noted that meter position and owners names will remain anonymous.  

Clr Brooks agreed to inform the Renwick Water Users Group. 

Clrs Evans/Fitzpatrick:   
That the Committee approve Renwick water metering be installed as per the current budget of $626k in 
the years 2017-19 along with the continuing planning of Havelock water metering and the Combined 
Water Scheme and for Council staff to begin the investigation of metering options to confirm connection 
requirements. 
Carried 

ATTENDANCE: Clrs Hope and Brooks withdrew from the meeting at 3.14pm  
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ATTENDANCE: Brett Walker, Infrastructural Projects Engineer, was present for the following item. 

P.16/17.404 Out of District Sewer Connection application for 
62A Ferry Road W440-003-008-01, PN204089#04 

The report to the Committee sought approval for a sewer connection to provide for two existing dwellings within 
the same property located within the Rural Environment Zone. The site requires out of district approvals. A 
location map was attached to the agenda for members’ information. 

Members were advised that the property currently has two dwellings that utilise an existing on-site effluent 
disposal system. The proposed additions to the existing dwelling would result in having to upgrade the existing 
on-site effluent disposal system.  

It was noted that the Council’s infrastructure has the capacity to serve the proposal and that any development 
contributions will be applied at two HEUs. 

Clr Sloan/The Mayor:   
That the proposed Out of District Sewer Connection be accepted, with the following conditions: 

1. The property owner will be required to install all infrastructure that is necessary within the site to 
discharge to the new connection. This may include a private pump station within the property, and 
legal easement over neighbouring property. 

2. That a development contribution be paid for 2.0 Household equivalent units, and applied as per the 
Development Contributions policy. 

3. That a sewer connection fee be paid for Council to supply and install a 100mm diameter pipeline to 
the Ferry Road boundary. 

4. That the property pay sewer rates as per Council’s Out of District Connections Rating Policy. 
5. That the property pay geographic area general works and services rates and charges as per 

Council’s Rating Policy. 
6. That the applicant contribute and install all that is required for this out of district connection to 

achieve a sewer connection to the property within two years of this approval. If this is not 
achieved, - will result in forfeit of this out of district water approval. 

 

Carried 
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ATTENDANCE: Rosie Bartlett, Reserves and Amenities Manager, was present for the following two items. 

P.16/17.405 Proposed Exotic Tree Removal – 
Tirimoana/Thompson Place Reserve 
  R510-009-A02-03 

The report to the Committee sought approval for the removal of a number of exotic tree species on Reserve land 
in Tirimoana subject to wide community support. 

Members were advised that a number of exotic tree species are proposed to be removed that are located on 
Tirimoana/Thompson Place Recreation Reserve, Local Purpose and Road Reserves to enhance the indigenous 
forest and to rationalise tree numbers that are dominating and seeding in amenity areas. 

This is a joint initiative between the Tirimoana and Anakiwa Residents Association (TARA) and Council and is to 
minimise the spread of invasive exotic seedlings within the Reserves and adjacent DOC managed Mount Oliver 
and Okiwa Scenic Reserves.   

It was noted that as per Council Policy advertisements have been placed in the local newspapers during 
April 2017 inviting submissions and emails have been sent to the eight adjacent property owners including the 
Department of Conservation. Ms Bartlett advised members that eight submissions have been received and all 
are supportive of the trees being removed. It was noted that there are some side issues and these will be passed 
to staff for further action. 

It was noted that the project has been estimated by the contractor as being cost neutral with some wood and chip 
being made available to the community for firewood and mulching. 

Clrs Fitzpatrick/Andrews:   
That Council approve the removal of exotic tree species on Reserve land in Tirimoana/Thompson Place 
Reserve. 

Carried 

P.16/17.406 Freedom Camping Season Review R510-005-09 
The report to the Committee provided information on the outcome of the dedicated freedom camping patrols in 
2016-17. 

Ms Bartlett advised members on the statistics and observations made during the monitoring period from 
12 December 2016 to 31 March 2017. 

It was noted the dedicated Freedom Camping patrols have resulted in monitoring rangers turning away 1878 
vehicles from sites within Marlborough. The additional monitoring resource has also provided for a greater level 
of reactionary response to customer complaints.  

It was reported that the public perception of Council’s enforcement of the Bylaw conditions has been generally 
positive. The budget request for $30,000 in the proposed annual plan will allow this greater level of enforcement 
to continue. 

Clrs Sloan/Andrews:   
That the report is received. 

Carried 

Clr Sloan took this opportunity to advise members that Ms Bartlett is leaving Council to take up employment in 
Nelson. Clr Sloan thanked Ms Bartlett for her assistance over the past seven years and noted that she has been 
outstanding to deal with. 

ATTENDANCE: Mark Witehira, Reserves Planner, was present for the following item. 

P.16/17.407 School Playground Funding Policy R510-010-02 
The report to the Committee sought approval to update the Reserves and Amenities School Playground Funding 
Policy. The Policy was attached to the agenda for member’s information. 
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Members were advised that the Council’s Reserves and Amenities School Playground Funding Policy, adopted 
in 1997, requires updating to bring it line with current playground costs. The proposal is that it be raised to 50% 
of capital cost up to a maximum of $40,000. 

Mr Witehira advised that schools are a significant provider of playground recreational facilities in the 
Marlborough District in particular in rural areas. It was noted that the provision and maintenance of play 
equipment is an expensive undertaking and to provide play equipment for every developed or developing 
reserve would be financially challenging. It was reported that by assisting to fund playground 
development in schools, particularly rural schools, the Council can alleviate some of the financial burden by 
sharing playgrounds.  

In response to a query members were advised that rural schools are any schools outside of the Blenheim 
town boundary. 

Following general discussion Clr Peters suggested an amendment to the recommendation as ‘appropriately 
approved’ which was agreed to by members. 

Members were advised that the budget for the School Playground Funding Policy is provided through the land 
subdivision account which accumulates funds collected from development contributions. It was noted that all 
applications for school playground funding will be subject to approval through the land subdivision reserve 
prioritisation process. 

Clrs Peters/Evans:   
That the School Playground Policy be updated to provide up to 50% funding of appropriately approved 
capital cost to a maximum of $40,000. 

Carried 

P.16/17.408 Information Package - 
Members were advised that the new netball courts will be officially opened on 28 April 2017. Marking for the 
carpark is due to be completed.  

Clrs Sloan/Dawson:   
That the Assets and Services Information Package dated 27 April 2017 be received and noted. 

Carried 

 

The meeting closed at 3.39 pm. 

 

Record No. 1775858 


	Report and Minutes of a Meeting of the ASSETS & SERVICES COMMITTEE held in the Council Chambers, District Administration Building, Seymour Street, Blenheim on THURSDAY, 27 APRIL 2017 commencing at 1.30 pm
	P.16/17.396 Declaration of Interests - 
	P.16/17.397 Financial Report for Period Ended 31 March 2017  F275-001-02
	P.16/17.398 Eltham/Beaver Cycleway Project  R510-012-004-05
	P.16/17.399 Road Legalisation Moncrieff Reserve, Okiwi Bay  R800-004-01
	P.16/17.400 Criterion Lane PN328903#04, R800-007-06-03
	P.16/17.401 Road Name Request - Beech Whanau  PN538060#04, U150470M
	P.16/17.402 Murphys Creek Stormwater – Option G  W410-001-02-03
	P.16/17.403 Renwick Residential Water Meters  W450-004-007-05
	P.16/17.404 Out of District Sewer Connection application for 62A Ferry Road W440-003-008-01, PN204089#04
	P.16/17.405 Proposed Exotic Tree Removal – Tirimoana/Thompson Place Reserve  R510-009-A02-03
	P.16/17.406 Freedom Camping Season Review R510-005-09
	P.16/17.407 School Playground Funding Policy R510-010-02
	P.16/17.408 Information Package -


