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Marlborough Roads  

Local Road Asset Management Report – 1 July to 
31 August 2017 
(Information prepared by Frank Porter) R800-007-02 

Summary 
This report covers the first two months in the new 2017/18 financial year.  The previous report was the 
2016/17 Annual Report presented at the Assets & Services Committee meeting on 31 August. 

Insufficient details are available to include full September information in this report although where 
there are significant issues these are noted.  One such issue is confirmation that the Transport Agency 
has formally confirmed the HEB/Opus JV (JV) contract will be extended for one calendar year to now 
conclude on 30 June 2019.  Following the disruptive earthquakes, the Contract Board members had 
earlier recommended the extension previously advised to Council through prior reports to the Assets & 
Services Committee. 

The 14 November Kaikoura earthquake continues to place HEB, Opus and Marlborough Roads 
resources under some strain although the difference this year is the opportunity for forward planning.  
The Marlborough Roads team is acutely aware there can be no carry-forwards of Transport Agency 
funding assistance beyond 30 June 2018 as this is the end on the current National Land Transport 
Programme (NLTP).  Senior Network Manager, Peter McDonald, remains seconded to NCTIR 
requiring additional support to be brought in to assist the Marlborough Roads network team. 

On the SH networks the JV will be undertaking another large programme of work on SH63 as well as 
repairs on SH1.  As we are moving into spring weather routine maintenance is occurring on the 
network to ensure maintenance works can be optimised over summer allowing our suppliers to focus 
on the renewal programme. 

Financial Commentary 
Whilst early in the financial year there are no anticipated financial concerns.   

The subsidised Maintenance and Renewals graphs are copied below: 
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A financial activity summary is set out below in Table 1 and is based on Council’s end of year Claim to 
the Transport Agency  

Table 1 – Financial Assisted Summary 

Activity Programme Expenditure % Complete/Comment 
Maintenance and Operations $5,272,454 $5,072,973 96.22% 
Renewals $4,675,000 $,594,487 96.42% 
Special Purpose Road 
(Rainbow Road) 

$303,662 $198,4174 Balance to be carried 
forward 

Emergency Works  
(Pre-EQ and EQ) 

$5,430,000 $4,885,407 Balance to be carried 
forward 

Walking and Cycling $289,800  Balance to be carried 
forward to Eltham 

New Infrastructure $1,917,316 $1,442,104 Balance to be carried 
forward 

Transport Planning $40,000 $40,000  

Monthly Activities 
Network Outcomes Contract 

Since the resignation of the former HEB JV Manager, Brent Morgan from Opus has been the Acting 
Manager.  In September, Mr Mike Saunders will be appointed as the JV Manager.  

HEB have allocated additional resource to drive their programme delivery and to also bolster data 
management in readiness for the busy construction season ahead. 

The Investigation Report following the fatal work-related crash in the Kenepuru has been completed 
and submitted.  Corrective actions and opportunities for improvement have been identified and 
implemented. 

A Contract Management Review of the JV processes has been undertaken.  A draft report is available 
to the JV. 

The JV remains well within exceedance limits for their contracted Operational performance Measures 
(OPMs) for the months and despite the difficult year just completed, the JV have had their Key Results 
Area (KRA) score confirmed as “best practice”, a pleasing result. 
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Marlborough Roads Activities 
Marlborough Roads have developed the Council’s Activity Management Plan which will form part of 
the Regional Land Transport plan.  A joint Top of the South RTC workshop was held to ensure 
alignment of the respective RTCs and our problem statements are consistent and agreed.  The detail 
of the individual RTC programmes is being developed.   

The structure of the Transport Agency Transformation process was in place on 3 July.  Programming 
and resourcing is underway to ensure programmes are manageable. 

Project Status 
State Highways 

Reinstatement works are underway on SH1.  Major works at Tar Barrel are being undertaken by 
NCTIR as well as programmed bridge and culvert repairs.  Other more routine highway smoothing and 
ancillary works are being managed by the JV.  The maintenance effort on SH63 has continued over 
the period.   

The Spring Creek Roundabout is substantially complete still awaiting installation of railway signalling 
equipment. 

The Rai Valley Safety Improvement construction works are progressing particularly now with warmer 
weather.   

The Programme Business Case for SH1 Picton to Christchurch is in final stages. 

Public engagement occurred as part of the Transport Agency’s investigations of the Blenheim to 
Nelson SH6 Route.   

Local Roads 
Some kerb and channel replacements were carried forward into these two months, now substantially 
complete.  

The bridge programme is progressing with replacement of Healys bridge underway and a start made 
on the McLeans Bridge (Mt Riley Road) project deferred as a result of access concerns by residents.  
The Bulford Bridge is substantially complete.  

The design for the Elizabeth Street Footbridge repair is complete and pricing has been requested of 
the JV. 

The effect of new Heavy Vehicle Class 1 Limits is being assessed with two bridges Hodder and 
Jordan requiring posting to previous Class 1 limits.  Reviews are ongoing to re-assess the 
Craiglochart, Tuamarina (still checking) bridges. 

Communications 
The following section covers CRMS contacts.   

Customer Database Information 

The following information is taken from the Transport Agency’s CRMS database for July 2017 

Contacts 

Compliment 5 3% 
Other 1 1% 
Comment 143 78% 
Requests 17 9%   
Complaints 17 9% 

The following information is taken from the Transport Agency’s CRMS database for August 2017 
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Contacts 

Compliment 3 1% 
Comment 201 76% 
Requests 27 10%   
Complaints 33 13% 
Capital Project 1 0% 

Road Safety 
Crash Analysis System data is getting more up to date through concerted efforts by national staff to 
enter minor and non injury crashes across both highway and local roads networks.  Crashes are 
showing increasing trends, consistent with national trending.  There is a noticeable in Death and 
Serious Injury crashes (red dotted line below) 

 

 
A fatal crash occurred on SH63 at the Wye Bridge on 6 August.  Neither road or vehicle conditions are 
likely contributing factors. 

Zero Harm 
Fatal Crash 

As a result of the work fatality on the Kenepuru Road near Portage on 1 June, the Transport Agency’s 
Zero Harm team has launched its own investigation and review of processes following this tragic 
accident.  Both the Transport Agency’s review and that of the JV are completed.  Investigation by 
Worksafe is ongoing.  Corrective actions identified have been substantially implemented with further 
initiatives proposed with JV sub-contractors. 

Health and Safety reporting 

Some of the relevant indicators of good Health and safety practices are reported monthly by the JV. 

The following Lag Indicators were reported through the HEB/Opus JV: 
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 July 2017 August 2017 
Near Misses  
(Involving Vehicle):  

5 8 

Near Misses  
(Not Involving Vehicle):  

3 2 

Medical Treatment Injury 
(MTI) 

0 0 

Restricted Work Injury (RWI) 0 0 
Lost Time Injury (LTI)  0 0 
Fatality 0 0 

 
No health and safety incidents were recorded within the Marlborough Roads office. 

The JV’s TRIFR Score as at 31 May is 6.9. 

Of more significance is the work that goes into lead indicators, an example of which is represented 
below and produces as a report from the Transport Agency’s Zero Harm Portal for August. 

 

 
 
As can be noted there is a high number of safety briefings which establish a safety culture and 
continuous awareness of safe practices.   
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Rivers and Drainage Section – Activity Report 
(Information prepared by Geoff Dick, Steve Bezar, Kevin McFall, David Aires, Jan van der Vliet, 
Hai Trieu)  R700-014-01 

Wairau River 
Routine winter maintenance work continues including clearing and willow planting of river berms to 
strengthen and maintain river edge buffer zones. 

Wairau Floodplain and Tributaries 

Lower Ōpaoa River 
Investigations continue on what edge roll back/berm reconstruction work may be appropriate as part of 
a final package of earthquake repairs to restore hydraulic capacity in the lower Ōpaoa floodway.  
Currently moderate size floods like that which occurred on 9 & 10 October are causing elevated flood 
levels in Blenheim by up to an additional 0.5m. 

Taylor River: Town Area 
Preparatory work is underway for the stopbank realignment and reconstruction at 220 High Street due 
to start in early November.  Council purchased 1000m2 off this property to add to the Taylor River 
reserve.  The new section of stopbank will mostly sit within the recently acquired reserve land. 

Investigations are also underway for a planned stopbank shift and upgrade in the vicinity of 
35 Nelson Street. 

Upper Ōpaoa River 
Consistent wet weather has hampered earthquake repair work to stopbanks in the Morgan property. 

We are planning to repair some earthquakes adjacent to the Top 10 Holiday Park prior to the site 
being tied up for the new Ōpaoa River bridge construction. 

Taylor Dam 

Tree clearance works have been completed upstream of the Taylor Dam to prevent/remove the 
chance of wooden debris restricting the dam culvert. 

November 2016 Earthquake repairs 

Planning work is underway for completing the remaining scheduled earthquake repairs by the end of 
the coming summer period – April 2018.  Some smaller jobs are underway at the Morgan property, 
Upper Ōpaoa River but most jobs are awaiting on more settled weather and drier ground conditions. 

At Bothams Bend a resource consent is required to enable a small section of wetland to be filled.  The 
application will be lodged shortly. 

Gilbert Haymes surveyors have been issued an initial work order in preparation for resurvey of our 
lower Wairau bench mark system. 

We will meet key landowners on the lower Ōpaoa to look at the options for restoration of floodway 
capacity following lateral spread damage. 
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Drainage 
• Culvert at Riverlands Industrial outlet wetland replaced  

• Plastic debris and polystyrene removed from Cloudy Bay drain. 

• Thomas Road drain weed raked over 853m. Water levels lowered some 300 mm. 

• Prepare benchmark updates and review following the earthquake. 

• Plan drainage works at St Andrews as part of the network extension. 

• Annual willow control works carried out on the Spring Creek from Rapaura Road to the floodgates. 

• Floating tree limbs from the Grovetown lagoon were removed from the culvert flood gates. These 
floating limbs had blocked the floodgates open and allowed two tide cycles back into the lagoon 
causing concern to the local residents. 

 

• Car removed from Drain F Grovetown. The owner has been sent an invoice to pay for the cost of 
removal 

Stormwater Pumping Stations 
Waterlea Creek: both pump 8 and 9 have been lifted out for overhaul, motors have been checked, 
pumps have been dismantled and inspected, pumps body got a new coat of paint, new cutlass 
bearing, new top bearing, new top and bottom seal, and a water line to cutlass bearing fitted . A water 
tank has been installed outside the station so the pumps can be test run when required. 
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Drainage outfall maintenance 
Annual floodgate inspection has been completed at Taylor, Upper and Lower Ōpaoa, Ōpaoa Loop, 
Lower Wairau, Diversion, Spring Creek and Riverlands Co-op 
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Spring Creek outlet gate 
Rain runoff of an erosion section at Spring Creek outlet has been repaired.  Gate was removed to 
clean out the bottom gravels, scour section has been dug out, placed face metal, compacted and 
sowed grass seed. 
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Floodway Reserves 
• Fallen willow trees have been removed from lower Spring Creek and added to a burn pile for 

burning next winter. 

• Rivers Section and our forestry contractors Merrill Ring, have assisted Council’s support services 
with firewood for earthquake affected families from recent forestry works. The wood was received 
by the Blenheim Lions who are organising the cutting up and distribution. 

• A Radiata pine block has recently been harvested at the Waihopai Bridge. The trees were very 
well grown and managed and therefore will return a premium price to Council. This block will be 
replanted next winter. 

• As part of the next stage of subdivision development at boulevard on Taylor a number of trees 
have been removed to prevent any necessary (and difficult) removal once the site is developed. 

• Transpower’s maintenance contractor is preparing the site and pylon construction at 
Rose’s Overflow floodway following the November earthquake and subsequent damage to the 
pylon. 

• Specimen trees have been planted at the Lower Wairau reserve to provide shade and amenity 
values into the future. This area was severely damaged from the earthquake and repairs are 
almost complete. 

• The annual mowing of the floodway reserves has been completed. A small number of these areas 
that are popular and of high public use will be mowed again prior to Christmas. 

• Extensive consultation has taken place with interested parties as part of a new fence being 
constructed at Foxes Island to assist with Council leasee’s and their need to exclude the walking 
and cycling public from their vineyard operations. Prep work has been completed and the fencing 
is now underway. 

• Council has been approached by consultants working for an international wine company to 
determine if there is further floodway land available for waste water discharging. Further 
information is being gathered. 
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Picton, Sounds and Awatere 

Waikawa and Waitohi Rivers 
Regular checks and inspections continue after each significant rainfall event. 

Investigations, Planning and Miscellaneous 

Caseys Creek and Ōpaoa River Stopbank Upgrade Project 
 Phase 2 – Detailed Design and Resource Consent Application progress since the last reporting 

period: 

o Detailed design, construction costing / methodology and the development of the tender 
documents are ongoing which will be completed, via a series of workshop with Council 
staff and contractors, by 25 October 2017. 

o Resource Consents (Creek Upgrade and Stormwater Discharge) for the project has been 
‘publicized’ under limited notification, ie; potentially affected parties only. Closure of 
submissions is 9 October 2017. It is anticipated that a decision, by our Regulatory 
department, will be received before the end of October 2017. 

o Land access agreements, with the support of our legal department, have been drafted (20 
in total) for all affected parties. The agreement includes all civil works on the property 
(where applicable), re-instatement and mitigation works particularly related to the 
landscaping plan. The meetings and feedback have been very positive and supportive 
with 4 (four) landowners already having signed-off the agreement. 

 Phase 3 and 4 – Construction Costing / Methodology and Tendering 

o The table below identifies the tasks and timeframe for the Phase 3 and 4 of the project. 

o The ultimate aim being the appointment of the construction contractor by the middle of 
December which should be achievable. 
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Town Branch Drain (Phase 2) and Snowdens Basin Stormwater Upgrade 
Project 
 A Request for Expression of Interest (REOI) has been sent out to selected consulting engineers, 

for the above Phase 2 project, on which services are sought for the following packages: 

(a) Resource Consent Application: process and consultation support: 

o Consultant will lead on the application process and generation of the documents which is 
driven largely by the ‘stormwater discharge element’ to the Ōpaoa River. Council will 
lead on the consultation period in the form of technical advice and supporting 
documentations as part of the application. 

(b) Detailed Design: investigations, drawings, specifications and construction documentation 

o Detailed designs, in particular for the areas identified as having a liquefaction risk, 
potential pipe jacking underneath the railway line and pumping station design (structural, 
mechanical and and electrical) require experienced staff to liaise with the relevant 
organisations and original investigation / design companies, in conjunction with Council, 
in order to achieve the ‘sign-off’ by the affected parties. 

o Specification and Tender documents are to be developed in liaison with Council to 
Council Tendering policy, guidelines and format. 

(c) Construction Management: implementation of the upgrade will take place on a 
reach-by-reach basis. It is expected that the successful party will appoint suitable and 
experienced staff as the engineer to the contract. 

 The anticipated timetable for the REOI 

Date  Activity 

22 September 2017 Issue of REOI 

10 October 2017 Final date for clarification requests 

13 October 2017 EOI submissions due 

23 October 2017 Participants notified of decisions (latest date) 

 

 Tendering for the services contract will be undertaken in the second week of November 2014. 

 The anticipated project implementation timeline is: 

o Resource Consent Application: lodged October 2018 

o Detailed design, specifications, landowner and affected parties negotiations / agreements and 
completion of contractors tender documents: signed-off by all parties concerned July 2019. 

o Construction Commencement: summer of 2019/20. 
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Town Branch Drain Project Area – blue lines indicate the Phase 2 Project 

 

 

 

 
Phase 1 - Upgrade works up to Rileys Drain – Detailed Design Details 
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Phase 2 - Drain Profile Upgrade Concept Design 

 

 
 

Phase 2 - Snowdens Basin Concept Design 
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Gravel Extraction 
 The annual gravel allocation for the Wairau River - “Waihopai River confluence to the Ferry Road 

Bridge” is now 1 July to following June.  

 On 21 September Council ratified new gravel allocations and charges as presented at the 
31 August 2017 Assets & Services Committee Meeting. 

 The Wairau River - “Waihopai River confluence to the Ferry Road Bridge” reach gravel extraction 
rates will be reviewed again in two years 2019/20 and 2020/21 following additional survey.  

Gravel extraction figures for July to August 2017 (2 mths) as follows: 

Wairau River - “Waihopai River confluence to the Ferry Road Bridge”. 
(July – August 2017) allocation is 90,000m3. 

40,294 m3 = 45% 
of allocation 

Other rivers within in the district (incl. Sounds, Upper Wairau, Awatere 
and Waima/Ure) 36,524 m3. 

Total volume of extraction for the Marlborough District is: 76,818 m3. 

 No stockpiled gravel for sales. 

 

 NCTIR has requested 120,000m3 of gravel up to December of this year from the Waima/Ure 
River for earthquake repairs of the coastal highway. Gravel extraction has been underway in 
the riverbed since April this year. From April to of July 36,847m3 had been excavated. 

Quarries 

Pukaka 
Clearing of overburden from various benches is ongoing as weather permits. 

This material was sidecast onto the benches as a result of redevelopment following the earthquakes. 

This material must be cleared before any further drilling and shooting etc can be carried out. 

To date approximately 10,000 m3 of material has been shifted to stockpiles or if suitable put through 
the crusher.  The work is about 50% complete. 
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Services and Operations 

Seddon Water Treatment Plan Update 
(Information prepared by Stephen Rooney) W460-001-001-02 

While there have been delays to the Seddon Water treatment plant project due to the November 
Earthquake and more recently algae now being present in the Black Birch Stream the project is on 
track to meet the CAP subsidy timeline extension of October 2018. 

Filtec are currently finalising design amendments enabling the plant to treat for the algae now present 
in the supply.  This will require the addition of coarse filters before the membrane filtration units 
followed by a UV and hydrogen peroxide process to eliminate taste and odour which might be formed 
through the filtering out of algae.  The addition of this extra plant has also required increasing the size 
of the treatment plant building and construction of a separate small chemical storage shed.  These 
additions will be constructed within the existing budget and there will be no impact to the rating cap for 
the Seddon Community. 

Filtec advise their sub-contractor is likely to commence site works in early December.  The plant will 
be ready for commissioning in April/May with handover to Council for full operation in late June. 

Council and the Awatere/Seddon Water User Group are to hold a drop in information afternoon in 
mid-November to show the community the treatment plant plans and to discuss the impacts of the 
algae in the Black Birch Stream 

Education Report Term 3, 2017 
(Information prepared by Annie McDonald, Education Officer) E340-001-001 

Enviroschools 
Aims: To successfully coordinate and facilitate all Enviroschools in the programme.  

There are currently 29 Enviroschools and all 7 Kindergartens are in the Enviroschools 
programme. 

Outcomes: 
• Four student leadership workshops were delivered to schools. 

• A case study on the Enviroschools living landscape/horticulture pilot programme at 
Marlborough Girls College was written up and presented at the Enviroschools Secondary 
Schools Hui in Wellington in August. 

• A follow up meeting was held with secondary students on the Youth Council Environment 
sub-group to help them plan an event for term 4 and term 1, 2018. 

• A new secondary folder was set up on the Enviroschools Marlborough google drive digital 
library. 

• Two staff workshops were held to share the google drive resource with teachers. 

• Meetings were held to prepare for the Enviroschools census in term 4. This is the second time 
a national census will be held to gather Enviroschools data for Enviroschools in New Zealand. 

• The Regional Coordinator Hui was attended in Wellington and a presentation made on the 
Marlborough Enviroschools curriculum programme in September. 
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• An abstract has been submitted to the NZAEE( New Zealand Association of Environmental 
Educators) conference committee by four regions( Wellington, Marlborough, Taranaki and 
Otago)  for a presentation to be made to the April 2018 conference on collaboration in 
Enviroschools. 

• Eight schools and kindergartens successfully applied to the Enviroschools Action Fund for 
funding to assist with projects with examples like bike tracks and living huts. 

• Local school stories continued to be added to our Enviroschools Marlborough website 
www.enviroschoolsmarlborough.co.nz . 

• The Enviroschools Marlborough Facebook page is continuing to grow and provides us with a 
great platform to put up current news information. 

Kids’ Edible Gardens 
Aims: To successfully manage and facilitate the Kids Edible Garden (KEG) programme. 

There are currently 24 KEG schools in the programme in Marlborough. 

 Outcomes: 
• A workshop was run with Richmond View students to help them develop a presentation for 

their board to request setting up an edible garden at their school and to outline the Kids Edible 
Garden programme. 

• Two teacher workshops were held on effective ways to deliver the Kids Edible Garden 
programme. 

• Two schools have been supported to review the delivery of the programme and to view other 
options for expanding the Kids Edible Garden programme. 

• Monitoring of the programme in schools has continued with visits to schools which include 
meeting with facilitators and teachers. 

General Schools Programmes 
Aims: To encourage schools to reduce waste and conserve water use and provide 
opportunities for learning. 

Outcomes: 
• A shortened newsletter was developed called Greenchat and sent out to schools and partners 

in the education filed. This can be viewed online 
www.marlborough.govt.nz/environment/environmental-education/school-education-
programmes.  

• A water event was run at Linkwater School to support their inquiry study with senior and junior 
students taking part in “The Drain Game” as well as Enviroschools activities around water. 

• Student groups in two schools have been supported to develop presentations on next steps 
for waste management in their school. 

• Meetings were held with Life Education and Kiwi Can to look at where complementary 
programmes can support each other. 

Sustainable Living 
Aims: To link the Sustainable Living single topics to the Enviroschools’ theme areas and 
support community groups interested in the programme.  

Outcomes: 
• Schools doing theme areas of the Enviroschools programme have used the Sustainable Living 

resources to develop local school resources. 

http://www.enviroschoolsmarlborough.co.nz/
http://www.marlborough.govt.nz/environment/environmental-education/school-education-programmes
http://www.marlborough.govt.nz/environment/environmental-education/school-education-programmes
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Reserves and Amenities Section Activity Report 
(Information prepared by Jane Tito, Robert Hutchinson, Robin Dunn, Grahame Smail, Linda 
Craighead, Robyn Blackburn, Murray Morgan, Brad Molony, Vanessa Evans)  R510-009-000-01 

Blenheim Parks and Reserves 

Pollard Park 

The wet weather has had a large impact on routine work and maintenance in the parks over the past 
two months. 

Spring has arrived and the large amount of rain has made it difficult to keep up with the grass and the 
weeding with a number of areas too wet and sodden to allow access by machinery or vehicles. 

However, weeding and mulching of the cottage garden, potager and perennial border along with 
weeding of the roses and camellias has been done. Camellia gardens require a tight schedule of 
weekly removal of dead flowers to ensure the area remains tidy and to also reduce the risk of camellia 
blight. 

All annual beds have been weeded and hoed, and all annual plants have been dead headed. 

Seymour 

Maintenance of all areas of Seymour Square has been completed on time. 

Perennial borders and roses beds weeded and tidied, all annual beds have been dead headed and 
weeded with the gardens hoed and replacement plantings done. 

Staff are currently working on the annual beds, when they are dry enough.   

A&P Park 
The seismic strengthening of the Pavilion has been completed and we were pleased to have met the 
tight deadline that allowed Marlborough Football to have their end of season prize giving. In early 
September Marlborough Football hosted a NZ secondary school girl’s football tournament which was a 
first for football in this region. It was successfully hosted and Marlborough Football has been asked to 
host it again next year. The A&P Association is readying for the show in November. 

Athletic Park 
The upgrade of the Athletic Park pavilion is progressing well. The building has been reinforced through 
seismic strengthening and now the contractors (Evan Jones) are working to re-roof the grandstand 
and re-clad the existing walls. Several maintenance issues have occurred since the start of 
construction and this is being dealt with, including unblocking drains, fixing vandalised doors and 
painting the interior of rooms. The summer season begins in October and there is high demand for the 
park with three clubs wanting to use the Pavilion. Two cycling clubs and the athletics club.  

Lansdowne Park 
The softball diamond development is almost complete. The backstop of the softball diamond has been 
fully constructed and is a height of 8.2m. The fence along Casey’s Creek is higher than usual at a 
height of 2.5m to stop foul balls. Softball season will be starting in October. The resource consent for 
Casey’s Creek is pending. Lansdowne has hosted two Tasman Mako games to date, the grounds 
were in excellent condition and for the most part the two games were very well run events. 



Assets & Services Committee – 19 October 2017 – Page 19 

 

Shep’s Park 

A new furniture range has been installed at Sheps Park. The furniture is a mix of chairs and a picnic 
table. Several chairs have been laid around the park and cemented in. There has also been a Liquid 
Amber planted in the park. 

 

Taylor River Reserve 
The Writers Walk  
The Writers Walk has continued for its eighth year with another poem being unveiled this year. The 
poem was from a student of Renwick Primary School. There was also a second rock placed on the 
reserve to prepare for next year. 

Ralph Ballinger Arboretum  
The Fourth Ralph Ballinger Arboretum public planting took place on Sunday 24 September with 
40 people planting another 145 trees and 300 native riparian plants south of the Monro Street 
Carpark. 

Junior Pump Track - Proposed Construction 
The concept of a pump or BMX type track was included in the Taylor River Floodway Reserve 
Management Plan and has been planned for several years. A design is pending. 

Events 
The Mountainbike Club has several events planned for Spring/Summer at the Farm Park and also 
using the Picton Victoria Domain Trails. 
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Mountain Bike and Walking Track Upgrade and Additional Signage 
Further trail and walking track upgrades are underway or planned, which involves track formation, 
water control, gravelling and compaction. 

A new walking track is proposed to be constructed from Grigg Drive to the Rotary Lookout to cater for 
new subdivision residents and a pedestrian entrance gate will be installed beside the gate to the new 
Reservoir.  
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Considerable liaison is taking place with the Mtb Club regarding on-going track and facility 
development, both in the Wither Hills and Picton’s Victoria Domain. 

Pump & Skills Track - Proposed Construction  
The Mtb Club is keen to construct two complementary tracks within the eastern area of the Rifle 
Range Events area, please refer to the below plan. 
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These tracks are seen as great additions to the Farm Park and further attractions for residents in the 
area. 

These will be different tracks to the Junior Pump Track proposed at Monro Street. 
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Weed Control – QEII Covenant and Mtb Park 
Weed spraying has been completed in the QE II Trust Covenant and possum traps will be set up to 
reduce numbers within this area.  Regeneration of kanuka and other native dryland forest species is 
now well underway, seventeen years since the Boxng Day 2000 fire. 

Further gorse mulching and spraying is planned in the Farm Park shortly to reduce fire risk and tidy 
the park environs. 

Two Yearly Outdoor Structure Inspections 
These are due for re-inspection in 2018. 

Renwick Reserves 

Renwick Domain 
The grove of large trees opposite the fire station are to have a trim and clean out of dead wood as part 
of the Renwick Small Townships community driven long-term amenity improvement plan for the 
Domain. Reserves and STP are working closely on improvement work at the Domain. 

Lions Reserve 
Tree trimming, car park re-gravel and other minor improvement work is programmed to begin soon. 

Kowhai Reserve 
Tree lifting and other minor improvement work around the playground programmed. 

Rousehill Reserve 
Tree lifting, an upgrade of main entrance and other minor improvement work programmed. 

Founders Reserve 
Minor tree lifting/trimming programmed. 

Marchburn Historic Water Trough 
Minor improvement work and car park re-gravel programmed. 

Picton Reserves 

Queen Charlotte Lookout 
Fence inserts recently installed to enhance visitor safety, refresh of signage is almost complete to 
allow production of the signs. New flags are being flown. Connection of the Link Pathway to the 
northern end of the lookout is due to start shortly. 
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Rock bollarding of the lookout pathway and laybys has been completed to improve user safety. 

 

Picton Foreshore  
Review of public safety and decorative lighting renewals. There has unfortunately been a spate of 
vandalism; staff are looking at opportunities to improve CCTV coverage. A dual purpose rail/seat has 
been installed between the I-Site bus shelter and new I-Site toilets. Seating in the shaded area just 
inside the reserve is being manufactured locally. 
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Shelly Beach 
A continuation of shoreline protection work (low rock revetment) is due to commence shortly (this has 
been delayed due to wet ground conditions and contractor availability). The steep cliff above the 
Shelly Beach car parking areas and roadway has been checked for any loose material, branches etc. 

Victoria Domain 
Road seal patching and repairs was carried out after lengthy delays from weather and contractor 
availability. New road markings, road signage and rock bollarding is programmed to improve and 
strengthen the one way vehicle movement flow direction. New seats and picnic tables to replace the 
very aged existing ones is programmed. 

Totoras for Totoranui – Spring Planting 
Another successful planting of 200 big tree species, totara, rimu, tawa, matai, kahikaea beech and 
pukatea took place on Sunday 8 October.  Paul from E Ko Tours organised this in conjunction with 
Council with several Queen Charlotte College students and families assisting. 

Substantial weed control work took place within the Domain last summer with another major focus 
planned over the next two years. 

Picton to Waikawa (Marina to Marina) Track Upgrade  
Good progress has been made by Crafar Crouch Ltd with the northern section between Beach Road 
and Ranui Street now completed. This upgrade was requested as a high priority through Picton’s 
Smart and Connected group and is a joint project between the community and Council. The contractor 
is undertaking this work at a reduced rate as a community project, in addition to Council and BWMT in 
assisting with funding. 

The next proposed upgrade stage will traverse through Endeavour Park.  
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Berms and Banks 
Staff and contractors are working to reduce the number of difficult to maintain berms and banks by 
planting these with appropriate plantings to reduce the risk of mowing. While there is an initial upfront 
establishment cost, longer term there is a reduced cost, the planted areas can add to the amenity 
values and there is a reduced health and safety maintenance risk. 
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Northern Marlborough/Sounds 

Havelock Memorial Park Entrance/Neil Street and Carpark 
Enhancement, engineering plans and cost estimates have been prepared for this work and the plans 
were recently presented to the Havelock Community Association. Feedback on the project from the 
community is being sought in Havelock through the Small Townships Drop-In Day on 8 October. 

As the project involves stormwater, roading, reserves and Small Township components, funding will 
be sourced from various budgets with the upgrade work planned to be done next financial year. 

Public Toilets 

District Public Toilets 
All toilets throughout the District have been inspected with the view of programming any minor repairs 
and maintenance or improvement work prior to the busy summer period. This includes the emptying of 
all waste containment tanks for such like Bobs Bay (which will require barging a pump truck to site), 
the Wairau Diversion, Brown River, Alfred Stream, Blarich Reserve and Sounds toilets (Ohingaroa, 
Double Bay and Te Mahia). Toilet facilities on the main tourist thoroughfares such as Havelock and 
Blenheim Railway Station will receive attention to ensure these are presented as best as possible. 

Capital Improvement Programme 

Capital Improvement Programme 
Council’s public toilets capital improvement programme and priorities is being considered by staff to 
present to councillors with an intention of looking to mesh this with an application to the MBIE Tourism 
Infrastructure Fund to gain co-funding on key toilet improvement projects such as for Rai Valley 
Township, Havelock Township, Seymour Square, Collins Memorial Reserve and Wairau Diversion 
(freedom camping sites), Picton High Street, Elterwater SH1 layby, Ward Domain and the Sounds 
toilets of Anakiwa, Okiwi Bay, Te Mahia, and Torea Bay (if it goes ahead). Preliminary planning and 
consenting requirements is being worked through via the Reserves Planner and Building Control to 
enable any given project to be made ‘spade ready’. 

Council also has toilet facilities at Redwoodtown Community Hall and Horton Park which need some 
improvement renewals work. 

In addition to public conveniences, the Reserves team are identifying other areas within the region that 
may meet the criteria for application to the Tourism Infrastructure Fund. Other possible areas are:  

• Carparks, freedom camping facilities, sewerage and water (tourism-related portion only), safety 
upgrades to public spaces, like footpaths and infrastructure for natural attractions. Signage, 
rest-stop facilities, and feasibility studies may be considered on a case-by-case basis. 

Cemeteries 
Staff have been developing Cemetery Master plans to help guide the asset management of the 
Council’s cemeteries and to better understand, articulate and align longer-term (10 to 20 years) 
maintenance and development priorities with the LTP budget process. 

Picton 
Cemetery and graves restoration work continues and a programme to steadily progress this work has 
been developed. Grave plot structures that posed any public danger were dealt with first and the 
programme is now moving to graves that are of particular heritage interest and or importance. Other 
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graves that maybe adjacent or it is sensible to reinstate at the same time this work is happening are 
also being dealt with to maximise the opportunity and move the overall programme along. 

 

 

Swimming Pools 

Picton Pool 
The Picton Pool is readying for the summer season with a coordinator in place, life guard training in 
progress and the certification to be considered Pool Safe being reviewed. The Council works closely 
with Queen Charlotte College to ensure the pool is open to the general public over the summer 
season. 
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General 

Maintenance Contracts 
Transition between contractors will take place on 1 November for two contracts. 

These are the Renwick Open Space and Cemeteries and Havelock and Sounds Open Space Service 
Contracts, with these changing from Nelmac to Downer. 

Street Tree and Plots Contract  
The contractor has managed to catch up with the most urgent line clearing tree work. A tree and plot 
audit is currently being undertaken by an independent auditor. 

Business improvement analysis of how Reserves manages the Overhanging Growth work has 
identified a range of improvements within its interactions with the contractor and within Council to 
better support the ratepayer (our customer). Improvements identified include the development of a 
ShareFile database for the capture and tracking of tree, vegetation and overhanging growth issues. 
This process is currently being tested and it is anticipated that it will go live shortly. This improvement 
will assist the public, the call centre, Reserves staff and the contractor. 

Rangers’ Report 
(Information prepared by Murray Morgan) R510-006-02, R510-005-04 

Graffiti 
Graffiti is still well down and we are taking advantage of the quiet spell to clean a few spots up.  

Freedom Camping  
Freedom camping has increased slightly once again due to springtime and we are doing the odd 
patrol now during the week due to the slight increase noted.  

General  
Overall illegal dumpings (like household items) are reasonably quiet while there has been an increase 
in greenwaste dumpings, which generally occurs in spring. Illegal firewood taking has also reduced 
due to warmer weather. 

Road Safety Coordinator Update 
(Information prepared by Robyn Blackburn) 

General 
A CarFit event is planned for October 2017 with ten drivers currently registered to attend. Some of 
those drivers have been before but have since bought new cars so are keen to make sure they have 
everything set correctly for them as the driver.  

A Safe and Sustainable Travel Association (SASTA) telephone conference was held on 
30 August 2017. SASTA members were encouraged to attend the Trafinz Conference that is being 
held in Nelson this year. http://trafinz.org.nz/conferences/2017/.   

“Trafinz 2017 will focus on how New Zealand could successfully manage its growth and 
transportation future. Through excellence in design, we can deliver a safe and efficient 

http://trafinz.org.nz/conferences/2017/


Assets & Services Committee – 19 October 2017 – Page 30 

multimodal transport system that is balanced and meets the needs of our diverse 
communities. One of New Zealand’s major challenges is forecasting and understanding the 
management of growth, through working to meet people’s needs, such as the mobility issues 
facing our aging population. 

The conference will challenge how our communities can utilise multimodal road space to 
facilitate the travel needs of people, goods and services. We will explore land use integration 
and development to connect the existing transport system to our digital future, by enhancing 
choice, public health, safety and efficiency. The future transport system will be ‘transport as a 
service ‘enabling New Zealander’s to be productive and competitive within the global 
economy.” 

Meetings with community members and partners in August and September included The Marlborough 
Motorcycle Road Safety Group, Marlborough Child Safety Group, Safe and Sound @ the Top, Issues 
Around Schools, Supporting Families, Marlborough Alcohol Governance Group, Corrections, Access 
and Mobility Committee, and Sport Tasman. 

The Road Safety Coordinator was invited to present at the Older Persons Forum and provide 
information to the community about the role. Some events facilitated by the road safety coordinator 
such as CarFit is a service offered to older drivers. 

The Road Safety Coordinator attended an NZTA drop in session at the Convention Centre foyer to 
provide feedback relating to reducing he high crash risk rate on SH6 to Nelson. 

Safety of Young Drivers 
A further Learner License Workshop held in August resulted in 10 out of 11 students passing their test. 

2018 Rotary Young Driver Awareness event planning is underway with Queen Charlotte School 
expressing an interest in attending next year. 

Digital and Newspaper advertising in September and October to promote the NZTA and AA On-line 
DRIVE website that supports people through the Graduated License process. 

 

Safe Motorcycling 
The Top of the South motorcycling road safety website Ride to Live has been revamped. The website 
attracts anything from 15 to 50 new visitors a week and there is support to keep the website up to date 
with interesting stories and articles. Rider training is heavily promoted on this site. 

 

The Marlborough Motorcycle Road Safety group met again on 1 August and holding another 
motorcycle event was discussed. Since then NZTA and ACC have advised they are going to work with 
Road Safety Coordinators from the Top of the South to hold a ‘Shiny Side Up’ event in Nelson similar 
to those that are held in the bigger centres. 
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Reducing Alcohol/Drug Impaired Driving 
The ‘Know your Limit’ group met recently to discuss promotions for the 2017/2018 summer. The 
Marlborough Alcohol Governance Group has not completed their survey to gauge community 
perception of issues and identity activities that could address those issues. The KYL group will look to 
run a ‘Safer Summer #on the waters’ campaign involving radio and theatre advertising, and develop 
resources that Police and DrugArm can distribute during their normal duties. 

Safe Roads and Roadsides 
The ‘Bends are hurting us’ campaign is underway again and this will be the last year for this particular 
campaign. Billboards, radio and newspaper articles will promote safer driver behaviours on rural 
roads. Loss of control and head-on crashes continue to be the biggest issues in terms of fatal/serious 
injury crashes in Marlborough. 

The ‘Expect a train’ local promotion had been completed but TrackSafe/KiwiRail have continued on 
with advertising due to increased train use on the line to Christchurch now that the connections have 
been reinstated. 

Safe Walking and Cycling  
Marlborough Road Safety Coordinator and a Marlborough Roads engineer completed an audit of 
footpath ramps on two major identified routes linking large retirement villages with Blenheim CBD. A 
schedule of works was developed to complete the improvements to the relevant footpaths that will 
provide safe and efficient pedestrian (including Mobility Scooters) access into town. 
 

Addressing Distraction  
Banner displays promoting driving without using cellphones are planned for Corrections, Health Hub, 
and both Council offices. Giveaways are planned as part of the promotion. 
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Bike Walk Marlborough 
(Information prepared by Robin Dunn) C230-001-B03 

Attached are the latest minutes. 
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Bike Walk Marlborough Advisory Group 

September 2017 Update 
 

 

Operational Update 

 

 

 

Changes to BWM Advisory group  
 

 

At the last BWM Advisory Group (17th May 2017) it was agreed to reduce the occurrence of BWM 
Advisory Group meetings from four to twice a year. These meetings are intended to be an information 
sharing forum whereby walking and cycling organisations can provide updates on key projects and to 
attain community input.  Members of the BWM Advisory Group will be kept informed of the Trust decisions 
and bike walk events via regular emailed newsletters. 

Next meetings: Wednesday 25 October 2017 and Wednesday 21 March 2018, commencing at 1.30pm in 

the Marlborough District Council Committee Room.   
 

 
 

 

MDC Annual Submission Process  
 

 

Do you have a walking or cycling project? Are you thinking of submitting to Marlborough District Council's 
Annual Submission Process?  

Bike Walk Marlborough now encourages all biking and walking related submissions be referred to the 
BWMT Coordinator prior to the Annual Submission process. This allows your walking or cycling related 
submission to be reviewed against the Marlborough Walking and Cycling Strategy and for the Bike Walk 
Marlborough Trust to make recommendations to Council on all proposed walking and cycling projects. 
Additonally, the BWMT Coordinator can work alongside you or working group to assess the viability of 
your project, how to get traction with your project, and to explore other funding channels.  

 

 
 

 

Marlborough Roads - Road Maintenance feedback  
 

 

In line with recent changes to the BWM Advisory Group, we’re recommending that general 
enquiries/feedback relating to maintenance of roads are directed to Marlborough Roads. Their email 
address is mroadadmin@nzta.govt.nz. Other walking and cycling enquiries can be directed to 
bwm@marlborough.govt.nz.  

 

 
 

mailto:mroadadmin@nzta.govt.nz
mailto:bwm@marlborough.govt.nz
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Menz Shed Contract  
 

 

Bike Walk Marlborough Trust has continued their partnership with the Menz Shed Community ReCycle 
Scheme. The Menz Shed work with the community to collect and repair second hand bikes and sell them 
back to the community members or groups. Bikes are sold for $30 each with a complementary helmet.  

Menz Shed opening times are Monday and Thursday 1-4pm and  Saturday 9-12pm. Located at 4 Dillons 
Point Road, Blenheim.  

 

 

 

Project Update  

 

 

 

Eltham-Beaver cycleway design gets thumbs-up  
 

  

 

At the last Asset and Services meeting, councillors endorsed the design of the Eltham and Beaver roads 
cycleway.  This follows a community consultation which canvassed a number of design options, and 
included a public drop-in session and letter to local residents. Forty four people gave their feedback in 
writing or by phone.  
 As a result of the public input, a modified option has been agreed, which retains some car parking outside 
Whitney Street Primary School. 
 The 1.5km cycleway is a north-south route between the Taylor River and the southern part of Blenheim. 
The partially separated cycleway will provide a safe route for Whitney Street School, Bohally Intermediate 
and Marlborough Girls' College students. It will also encourage more people to bike to the town centre via 
the Taylor River Reserve Path. Construction is scheduled to begin in early 2018. 

 

 
 

 

Spring Creek Cycleway a finalist for national award  
 

The Spring Creek Cycleway is in the running for national recognition, up against Auckland and Hamilton. 
The Marlborough cycleway has been selected as a finalist in the 2017 Bike to the Future Awards, a 
contender for the award for large scale infrastructure projects; the 'Big Bike Bling' section. The event is 
organized by NZ Transport Agency and Cycling Action Network to celebrate cycling projects and people 
who promote them. 

The Marlborough cycleway is being judged against three other big projects; Auckland City Council's Quay 
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Street Cycleway and Grey Lynn Pump Track and Hamilton's Western Rail Trail. The winners will be 
announced at the Asia-Pacific Cycle Congress awards dinner in Christchurch on 19 October.  

 

 
 

 

Bikes In Schools now open  
 

 

Springlands School and Mayfield School have opened their bike tracks as a part of the 'Bikes In Schools' 
programme. The national 'Bikes in Schools' programme enables children to ride a bike on a regular and 
equal basis within school. Both schools welcomes the community to use their community tracks outside of 
school hours. Be sure to read the Bike track signs for terms of use and helpful riding tips.  

 

 

  

 
 

 

Link Pathway - 30 out of 42 km now complete  
 

 

Link Pathway is on schedule to have the Picton to Wedge Point completed by Summer 2017!  
 

 

  

 
 

 

Pedestrian and Cycle Counts (1 June - 23 August)  
   

 

Taylor River Pathway 
Pedestrians: 

Daily average: 450 
Totaly traffic for period: 32,370 

 
Cyclists 

Daily average: 208 
Totaly traffic for period: 14,969 

    

Grovetown Pathway 
Pedestrians: 

Daily average: 9 
Totaly traffic for period: 730 

 
Cyclists 

Daily average: 42 
Totaly traffic for period: 3,448 
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Next BWM Advisory Group meetings:  
1.30pm, Wednesday 25 October 2017, Marlborough District Council 

Committee Room. 
1.30pm, Wednesday 21 March 2018, Marlborough District Council Committee 

Room.   
 

 
 

 

Bike Walk Marlborough - Partnering with Marlborough District 
Council to develop and promote a safe, convenient and attractive 

network of walking and cycling facilities.   
  

For further information about Bike Walk Marlborough  
contact Braden Prideaux, ph (03) 577 8855 or braden.p@sporttasman.org.nz 

Alternatively visit Marlborough District Council website  

www.marlborough.govt.nz/recreation/walking-and-biking/bikewalk-marlborough 
   

 

 

Record No: 17192740 

mailto:braden.p@sporttasman.org.nz?subject=Bike%20Walk%20Marlborough%20Advsiory%20Group%20
http://govt.us15.list-manage.com/track/click?u=da1a28ef25a883e6f7309126d&id=88599e5dcf&e=6946eb7f9d
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