
 

Report and Minutes of a Meeting of the  
ASSETS & SERVICES COMMITTEE  

held in the Council Chambers, 15 Seymour Street, Blenheim  
on TUESDAY 13 JUNE 2017 commencing at 1.30 pm 

Present 
Clrs T M Sloan (Chairperson), J L Andrews, M J Fitzpatrick, M A Peters, B G Dawson (from 2.33 pm) and 
Mayor J C Leggett 

Also Present 
Clrs J A Arbuckle, C J Brooks, T E Hook, L M Shenfield and N P Taylor 

In Attendance 
Mr Richard Coningham (Manager – Assets & Services Department) Jamie Lyall (Manager – Property and 
Community Facilities) and Nicole Chauval (Committee Secretary) 

Apologies 
Clrs Fitzpatrick/Andrews: 
That the apologies for absence from Clr G I T Evans and Richard Hunter and lateness from Clr B G 
Dawson (arrived 2.33 pm) be received and sustained. 
Carried 

P.16/17.456 Declaration of Interests -  
No interests with items on the agenda were declared. 

ATTENDANCE: David Craig, Finance & Information Supervisor, was present for the following item. 

P.16/17.457 Financial Report for Period Ended 30 April 2017  
 F275-001-02 

The Finance and Information Supervisor, David Craig, presented the financial report for the Assets & Services 
Department for the period ended 30 April 2017 (83% of the year). Mr Craig noted that where possible, accrual 
entries have been completed to account for April revenues and expenditures in that month, including outstanding 
contract retention values. 

Members were advised that the year to date earthquake and flood damage repair costs are broadly summarised 
as  Emergency Reinstatement (Roads and Footpaths) $5,298,026; Flood Damage (Flood Protection) $127,531; 
Internal Metal Recharges (Flood Protection) $325,772; Repairs & Maintenance – Earthquake (Community 
Facilities, Flood Protection & Waste Management) $753,353; Earthquake Response (Emergency Management) 
$175,874. 

It was noted that other earthquake related costs have been absorbed within existing operating expenditures such 
as CCTV inspections of sanitary sewer and stormwater lines, at an approximate cost of $341,288. 

For the reporting period, Departmental revenues were favourable to budget by $2,503,590, including Dump fees 
$1,250,431; Roading subsidies $553,880; Development Contributions $438,586; Property rentals & parking 
leases $276,236; Trade waste charges $186,467; Reserve Fund contributions $198,107; Metered Water Sales 
$138,786; Development Impact Levies (Blenheim northwest zone) ($114,570); Sales ($133,870); Donations and 
Grants (Flaxbourne irrigation) ($486,495). 

Operating expenditures were unfavourable to budget by $1,306,136, including Emergency Reinstatement 
($3,214,696); Earthquake repairs ($753,353); Projects (includes earthquake response) ($146,467); Reticulation 
maintenance ($138,738); Contracts ($126,514); Repairs and maintenance $120,180; Personnel costs $126,817; 
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Depreciation $264,463; Treatment costs $435,911; Interest payments $954,988; Roading maintenance 
$987,437. 

The resulting year to date operating surplus of $2,949,613 is favourable to budget by $1,197,454. 

The total budgeted capital expenditure for 2016/17, including carryovers and Council approved adjustments, is 
$62M with actual year to date expenditure of $23.7M (38%). Capital expenditure is mainly concentrated in the 
core activities of Roading $18.2M (ytd actual $6.4M), Water supply $16.6M ($6.3M), Sewer $12.3M ($1.3M), 
Community Facilities $8M ($6.6M), Flood Protection $2.7M ($0.6M) and Waste Management $2.2M ($2.2M). 

The total forecast capital expenditure of $34.3M is $27.5M below budget. 

The Operational Activity for the month of April was summarised in Mr Craig’s report. 

Clrs Peters/Fitzpatrick: 
That the financial report for the period ended 30 April 2017 be received. 
Carried 

ATTENDANCE: Robin Dunn, Reserves & Amenities Officer, was present for the following item. 

P.16/17.458 Blenheim/Waiharakeke Town Entrance “Gateway” 
Design – Riverlands Estate 
 C230-001-M05 

The report to the Committee sought approval of the town entrance ‘Gateway’ draft design located opposite the 
Riverlands Industrial Estate on the way in to Blenheim/Waiharakeke. To highlight this report a powerpoint 
presentation was shown (presentation filed in Trim – Record No. 17106965). 

It was noted that a budget was approved through the 2015-25 Long Term Plan and concepts were presented to 
the Landscape Group. The concept selected by this group was the Waiharakeke Gateway Project (WGP) and 
the features of the project were discussed. 

It was reported that the WGP aims to enhance the main entrance into Blenheim from the south, increase our 
sense of town pride and reflect our districts identity. It was noted that the ‘Gateway’’ structures are also proposed 
at Blenheim’s main northern and western entrances along with associated landscape plantings. It was noted that 
further   approval would be sought from the Committee once design is complete and cost estimates have been 
prepared. 

Following discussion members noted that it is important that all three sites have the same impact, that the 
Blenheim Waiharakeke is of a size that is readable and it was suggested that a translation of Waiharakeke be 
included on the Gateways. It was noted that consideration also be given to lighting so it has visual impact 
irrespective of whether it be day or night.  

In response to a query on whether there had been any discussions with regards to the SH 1 bridge 
redevelopment. Mr Dunn advised that Janet Bathgate has been engaged by Opus to formulate a plan along with 
liaising with iwi and other stakeholders. It was noted that she has done considerable work for Council which will 
assist in tying themes together. 

Members were advised that the concepts have been circulated to three local iwi and the Blenheim Business 
Association (BBA) with positive feedback received from BBA. 

It was noted that if this concept was also reflected in the smaller towns’ entranceways then it would need to be 
budgeted for in the LTP.  

Mr Dunn noted the proposed enhancement plan for Main Street which was favourably received by members. 

Clrs Andrews/Fitzpatrick: 
1. That the ‘Gateway’ concept at Riverlands be approved along with associated enhancement 

planting through to Main Street subject to tenders being in line with estimates. 
2. That approval is also granted to proceed with design and costings for similar smaller structures 

and associated planting at the other two key entry points to Blenheim. 
Carried 
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P.16/17.459 Upper Wairau Cemetery Trust R520-002-003-02 
The report advised the Committee on the resignation of the Upper Wairau Cemetery Trust trustees. 

It was noted the Trust has decided that there are enough trustees to keep functioning and therefore there is no 
proposal for replacement trustees. 

The Committee noted its thanks to Graeme and Cynthia Brooks for their service to the Trust. 

The Mayor/Clr Peters 
1. That Council notes in terms of section 23 of the Burial and Cremation Act 1964 that Graeme and 

Cynthia Brooks have resigned from the Upper Wairau Cemetery Trust and no longer will act as 
trustees. 

2. That appreciation is extended to Graeme and Cynthia Brooks for their service to the Trust over 
many years. 

 Carried 

ATTENDANCE: Clr Shenfield withdrew from the meeting at 2.04pm. 

P.16/17.460 Fabians Valley Cemetery Resignation and 
Appointment of Trustee L150-001-F44C 

Members were advised that Moston Wadsworth has tendered his resignation as a trustee and has put forward 
the name of John Horton as the replacement Trustee. 

It was noted that Mr Horton has been employed with Nelson Forests Ltd since 2007 and previously with 
Weyerhaeuser NZ Ltd. 

Appreciation from the Committee to Moston Wadsworth was extended for his service to the Fabians Valley 
Cemetery. 

Clrs Fitzpatrick/Peters:   
1. That Council in accordance with section 23 of the Burial and Cremation Act 1964 revoke the 

appointment of Moston Wadsworth following his resignation and approve the appointment of 
John Horton as trustee of the Fabians Valley Cemetery Trust with such appointment to take effect 
following public notification as required by the Burial and Cremation Act. 

2. That appreciation is extended to Moston Wadsworth for his services to the Fabians Valley 
Cemetery over many years. 

Carried 

ATTENDANCE: Frank Porter, Marlborough Roads, was present for the following item. 

P.16/17.461 Masons Bridge – Waihopai Valley 
 L150-001-B30C 

Members were advised that following an inspection for a resource consent a very old and dilapidated stock 
bridge was identified. Marlborough Roads has discussed the matter with the owners on each side of the bridge 
who acknowledged the bridge is derelict. 

It was noted that contact was made with the Historic Places Trust and advised that their involvement would only 
come if the bridge was built prior to 1900. An archaeological consultant acting for NZTA has confirmed that the 
bridge was built post 1900.   

There was some discussion on the matter but it was agreed that the bridge is dangerous and that it is beyond 
repair and should be demolished.   

Clrs Peters/Fitzpatrick:   
That it be noted that NZTA intend to arrange demolition of the bridge. 
Carried 
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ATTENDANCE: Stephen Rooney, Operations & Maintenance Engineer was present for the following two items. 

P.16/17.462 Awatere/Seddon Headworks – Erosion Control 
  W450-003-001-05 
The report to the Committee outlined the damage to the stream banks at the Awatere/Seddon water supply 
intake and to seek funding for its repair. 

Members were advised that the rainfall event prior to Easter this year has caused erosion of the stream bank 
immediately downstream of the intake structure.  The stream flow in the area of the headworks intake has also 
moved away from the intake. This has damaged the access track, leaving about half the width of the track.  This 
has created a significant hazard for vehicles using this section of track. 

It was reported that the headworks pipeline conveying water from the stream to the Awatere/Seddon water 
supply network is within the track and if the bank is not stabilised there is a high risk that with further erosion the 
pipe will collapse into the stream.  The resulting damage will interrupt all water supply to the Awatere/Seddon 
network. 

Mr Rooney noted that the favoured repair method requires the stream to be diverted, the existing track cut out 
and benched, followed by placement and compaction of gravel, forming batters and armouring the stream edge 
with rock. The stream in the area of the intake will need to be realigned to direct the flow toward and over the 
intake. 

It was reported that these works, including importing the rock, is estimated to cost $87,750 GST inclusive with 
funding coming from the emergency events reserve, as these repairs are unbudgeted and Council’s insurance 
cover does not extend to be able to fund the repair.  

Clrs Sloan/Peters:   
1. That repairs to the Awatere/Seddon Headworks be completed as soon as contractors are able to. 
2. That the repair costs be met from the emergency events reserve. 
Carried 

Following this item Mr Rooney provided a powerpoint presentation (Trim Rec No. 17107200) for members’ 
information on the recent algae issue in the Awatere-Seddon water supply.   

P.16/17.463 Devon Street, Picton - Watermain Replacement 
  W450-004-006-03 
The report to the Committee sought consideration of the renewal of a watermain in Devon Street, Picton and to 
approve funding. To highlight this report a powerpoint presentation containing images of the works was shown 
(presentation filed in Trim – Record No. 17107208). 

Members were advised that the location of a trunk 225 mm diameter water main was recently found through 
private property, including under a house when a leak came to the surface in November 2016. An aerial image 
was included with agenda item identifying the pipe’s current location. 

It was noted that to avoid the risk of property damage from a leak in future this pipe should be relocated to the 
road corridor. The estimate to complete the works is $119,560 GST inclusive. There is currently no funding for 
this construction and it is suggested the funding be met from the combined water capital budget. 

The Mayor/Clr Andrews:   
1. That the watermain be replaced as designed by Davidson Group. 
2. That the unbudgeted funding be met from the combined water capital budget. 
Carried 
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ATTENDANCE: Geoff Dick, Rivers and Drainage Engineering Manager was present for the following item. 

P.16/17.464 Rivers and Drainage Earthquake Repair Update 
  R700-022-01 
The report provided an update to the Committee on progress being made with repairs underway to rivers and 
drainage infrastructure due to the 14 November 2016 North Canterbury/Kaikoura Earthquake. To highlight this 
report a powerpoint presentation was shown (presentation filed in Trim – Record No. 17107213). 

The 14 November 2016 North Canterbury/Kaikoura Earthquake caused significant damage to flood protection 
and drainage assets on the lower Wairau plains generally as a result of liquefaction and lateral spread of 
underlying soils.  

The majority of the damage observed has been east of State Highway 1 and adjacent to the Wairau Diversion, 
lower Wairau and lower Ōpaoa River channels.  Inspections have picked up some cracking and liquefaction up to 
Selmes Road on the Wairau River above SH1 and up to O’Dwyers Road on the Upper Ōpaoa River.  

Mr Dick advised that repairs are about 65% complete with all high priority jobs complete or close to completion. It 
was noted that costs are on track to be within cost estimate of $2.4M 

It was reported that there has been agreement with Marlborough Lines on the methodology for the remaining 
section of Wairau Bar training bank repair.  

Mr Dick advised that crews will work into winter as conditions allow then pause until spring conditions allow 
resumption.  It was noted that the aim is to achieve 100% completion of scheduled works by the end of summer 
2018. 

Members were advised that there are five capital upgrades identified as part of repair response plus any Lower 
Ōpaoa channel remedial work are yet to be scheduled. 

The Mayor/Clr Andrews:   
That the report be received. 
Carried 

P.16/17.465 Information Package - 
 
Clrs Andrews/Peters:   
That the Assets and Services Information Package dated 13 June 2017 be received and noted. 
Carried 

 

The meeting closed at 3.04 pm. 

 

Record No. 17106919 
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