
 

Minutes of a Meeting of the  
ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE  

held in the Council Chambers, 15 Seymour Street, Blenheim  
on THURSDAY, 12 OCTOBER 2017 commencing at 9.00 am. 

Present 
Councillors D D Oddie (Chairperson), G A Hope (Deputy), J A Arbuckle, T E Hook, L M Shenfield, N P Taylor, 
Mr E R Beech (Rural representative), Mr R Smith (Iwi representative) 

Also Present 
Councillors G I T Evans, M J Fitzpatrick and M A Peters 

In Attendance 
Mr H R Versteegh (Manager, Regulatory Department), and Ms N Chauval (Committee Secretary) 

Apologies 
Clrs Shenfield/Arbuckle: 
That the apology for absence from Clr C J Brooks and Mayor Leggett be received and sustained and the 
apology for non attendance from Clr J L Andrews be noted. 

Carried 

R.17/18.112 Declaration of Interests - 
No interests with items on the agenda were declared. 

ATTENDANCE: Mr James Wilson, Chair Picton Dawn Chorus and Siobain Browning, Project Co-ordinator, 
Picton Dawn Chorus, was present for the following item. 

R.17/18.113 Picton Dawn Chorus R510-009-V01-05 
Ms Siobain Browning, Project Co-ordinator provided an update to members on the goal for Picton to be predator 
free and future plans for the group. To highlight this report a powerpoint presentation was shown (presentation 
filed in Trim – Record No. 1719920) 

It was noted that an Environment Hub is opening in Picton and subsidised traps will be sold from this outlet. The 
Picton Dawn Chorus now has over 120 members, 70 volunteers and 200+ garden trappers. Ms Browning 
acknowledged the support of the community, volunteers, Council and sponsors without whom what has been 
achieved would be impossible. 

Members were advised on the following initiatives; an application has been lodged with DOC Community Fund 
for trapping on the Wedge (Stage 3 in 2018), focusing on getting more young people and families involved and 
complete stages 1 and 2. Ms Browning noted that Port Marlborough have indicated their interest in coming on 
board to have traps placed on Port Marlborough land. 

In response to a query on why there did not appear to be any move towards eradicating feral cats. Ms Browning 
noted that they were taking a cautious approach to that type of pest as they did not want to run the risk of 
capturing someone’s pet. 

Clrs Shenfield/Arbuckle: 
That the information be received 

Carried 
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ATTENDANCE: Brendon Robertson, Council’s Senior Building Officer, was present for the following item. 

R.17/18.114 Emergency Response Building App (ERBA)  
  I100-004-P74 

The report to the Committee sought to introduce and explain the Building Control Groups Emergency App, 
ERBA. To highlight this report a powerpoint presentation was shown (presentation filed in Trim – Record No. 
17199340). 

Members were advised that an emergency response building app has been developed to capture information for 
each property inspected during an emergency event. It was noted that the new system meant there will be no 
data entry delays or data integrity issues, such as those that can happen with paper forms. 

Mr Robertson noted that the real-time information has been made available to other stakeholders, such as the 
Ministry of Business, Innovation and Employment (MBIE) and the Earthquake Commission. 

It was noted that the emergency response building app recently won the Best Use of Social Media or App Award 
at the Association of Local Government Information Management Web and Digital Awards. 

Members congratulated the excellent work that IT, Bill East and the building team have achieved in the use of 
this app.  

Clrs Shenfield/Taylor:   
That the information be received. 

Carried 

ATTENDANCE: Peter Hamill, Environmental Scientist, was present for the following item. 

R.17/18.115 Fresh Water Improvement Fund - Taylor River 
Catchment Project E375-017-001 

The report to the Committee sought approval for funding to proceed with the Taylor River Improvement Project. 

Members were advised that Council has been successful in gaining approval for funding from MfE for 
implementing an initiative to improve water quality in the Taylor Catchment, subject to the Stage 2 process. It 
was noted that this is an excellent outcome and that it is an extension of work that started two decades ago.  

It was noted that the water quality enhancement is sought and the detailed report was attached to the agenda for 
members’ information. It was noted that a Council infrastructure programme, budgeted separately repairing and 
upgrading the stormwater and sewer networks, is aligned to this project, which is anticipated to contribute 
significantly to improved water quality. 

Members were advised that the improvement project will be coordinated in Council with a steering group of staff 
from Assets & Services and the Regulatory Department. In response to a query regarding possible duplication of 
funding with the Landscape Group Mr Hamill noted that the Marlborough Landscape Group will be involved in the 
project thereby preventing any duplication. Mr Smith also noted that it is important that Iwi are involved in this 
project and are not just relegated to stakeholder. 

It was reported that the project is planned for a five year duration, commencing in 2017/18, at a total cost of 
$523,900.  The amount approved from MfE is $261,900.  It was noted that there is an expectation that Council 
will fund $262,000 of the costs over this period.  Funding is allocated from existing budgets for Council’s 
contribution for this financial year, meaning a shortfall of $209,600 is required from 2018/19 for a four year 
period. 

Clrs Hope/Hook:   
1. That the information be received. 

2. That Council seek funding in the order of $209,600 over four years from 2018/19 and that budget 
provision is made in the Long Term Plan process. 

Carried 
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ATTENDANCE: Dr Rachel Rait, Council’s Environmental Scientist – Land & Air, was present for the following 
item. 

R.17/18.116 Air Emission Inventory - Blenheim 2017  
  E300-004-002-01 
The report to the Committee provided information on the contribution of different sources to emissions to air and 
changes in PM10 emissions to air in Blenheim over time. The Air Emission Inventory report was available to 
members via a link to Council’s website.  

Members were advised that the report evaluated changes in emissions to air for Blenheim, the contribution of 
different sources to these emissions over time and to the extent of any decrease in emissions.  It was noted that 
a previous assessment of emissions to air for Blenheim was carried out in 2012. 

Members were advised that the main air contaminant of concern in Blenheim is PM10 (particles in the air less 
than 10 microns in diameter). The National Environmental Standard (NES) for PM10 is currently based on a 
24-hour average and is set at 50 μg/m3 with one allowable exceedance per year. It was noted that a review of the 
NES for particulate is underway and a revised focus to annual average PM2.5 concentrations is likely. 

Dr Rait advised that Blenheim is non-compliant with the current NES for PM10 with up to eight exceedances of 
50 μg/m3 recorded per year over the past ten years. It was noted that from September 2016 Blenheim was 
required to comply with the NES meaning no more than one exceedance of 50 μg/m3 per year. During 2017 the 
number of measured exceedances was 11, the highest number since the NES was introduced. It was reported 
that meteorological conditions typically play a major role in year to year variability in the magnitude of the 
concentrations and the number of exceedances. 

It was noted that sources included in the emission inventory are domestic heating, motor vehicle, industrial and 
commercial activities and outdoor burning. Natural source contributions (for example; sea salt and soil) are not 
included because the methodology to estimate emissions is less robust. While the evaluation focuses on PM10 
other contaminants also evaluated include: PM2.5 (particles in the air less than 2.5 microns) carbon monoxide, 
nitrogen oxides, sulphur oxides, volatile organic compounds and carbon dioxide. 

It was reported that the replacing of old wood burners would bring down the PM10 and educating users on the 
best way to use their fires ie; not burning wet wood would further reduce PM10. Dr Rait noted that she is currently 
in discussions with Ecan and the Timaru Council as they are going through the same issues as Blenheim. It was 
noted that there is a lot of research out there on the best way to start and use fires and this is something that the 
Comms Team will promote. 

Dr Rait advised that domestic heating was found to be the main source of daily winter PM10 emissions, 
accounting for 90% of the daily winter PM10. The other main source is outdoor burning which contributes around 
8%. On an average winter’s night, around 658 kilograms of PM10 are discharged from all sources. This compares 
with around 716 kg/day in Blenheim in 2012 (after adjusting for revised 2012 population) indicating a reduction in 
PM10 emissions of around 8% may have occurred between 2012 and 2017. 

There was some discussion on the Energy Efficiency Funding Service to ratepayers which provides funding for 
the cost of an approved home insulation and queried whether this needs to be considered in the LTP when the 
rules under the MEP are adopted. 

Clrs Hope/Taylor:   
That the report be received. 

Carried 
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ATTENDANCE: Rachel Neal, Council’s Environmental Protection Officer, was present for the following item. 

R.17/18.117 Winery Wastewater & Grape Marc Monitoring 
Report E360-006-02 

The report to the Committee provided an update on the Compliance Group’s ongoing monitoring of the discharge 
of winery wastewater and grape marc to land for the period 1 June 2016 - 31 May 2017. To highlight this report a 
powerpoint presentation was shown (presentation filed in Trim – Record No. 17199343). 

Members were advised that Council has been monitoring the land application of winery wastewater annually 
since 1999 with reports being produced since 2005. It was noted that in 2017 Marlborough had a 79.1% 
proportion of the grapes harvested in New Zealand with 25,135ha producing and 302,396 tonnes processed. 

Members were advised that thirty-eight wineries that discharge wastewater to land were monitored according to 
resource consent conditions and/or the permitted activities standards under the PMEP and Wairau Awatere 
Resource Management Plan (WARMP).  Inspection templates were forwarded to wineries prior to vintage 
highlighting what information and records are required from them to demonstrate compliance with resource 
consent conditions and/or PMEP permitted activity standards. 

Members were advised that there are currently twenty-five wineries assessed under the permitted activity 
standards and thirteen wineries assessed under resource consent. It was noted that twenty-three wineries had 
an annual wastewater onsite inspection during harvest 2017.  Wineries operating under the permitted activity 
standards with small production volumes, no previous onsite compliance issues and no changes to their 
wastewater system did not have an onsite inspection in 2017. 

It was noted that the grape marc storage at the wineries was inspected.  Additional monitoring was also 
undertaken for the wineries that compost and/or spread grape marc directly to land to ensure appropriate 
location, leachate collection and compliance with the PMEP standards.   

Members were advised that 12 wineries were fully compliant with all conditions or rules. One winery was 
assessed as technically non-compliant. Three wineries (up from 1 in 2016) were assessed as minor 
non-compliant. 10 wineries had only one condition or rule assessed as non-compliant. Ten wineries had two or 
more conditions or rules assessed as non-compliant. 

Ms Neal noted that the Compliance Group is continuing to take a proactive and constructive partnership 
approach to monitoring the discharge of winery wastewater and grape marc with education, relationship building 
and graduated enforcement when required with the key objective being the mitigation of adverse environmental 
effects. 

Clrs Hook/Taylor:   
That the information be received. 

Carried 

ATTENDANCE: Rachel Neal, Council’s Environmental Protection Officer/Contract Manager, was present for the 
following item. 

R.17/18.118 Environmental Protection Compliance and 
Enforcement Activity Summary for 2016/17 
 E360-005-002-01 

The report to the Committee provided an overview of the complaint response, enforcement activities and recent 
innovations undertaken by the Environmental Protection Group for the 2016/17 year.  

Members were advised that there were 564 RMA complaints received with an additional 46 complaints about 
Council Bylaws and 22 unreasonable noise complaints received and responded to in the 2016/17 year. It was 
noted that 11 Formal Warnings were issued (last year 18), 32 Abatement Notices were issued (last year 12), 
31 Infringement Notices were issued (last year 20) and 6 Prosecutions initiated. 
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Members were advised that to provide consistency in the complaints response consideration is given but not 
limited to a standard range of factors.  These include adverse environmental effects, alleged offender’s 
culpability, public interest, alleged offender’s attitude and compliance history. It was noted that there are a range 
of enforcement options available. 

It was reported that in the last year two officers attended the Basic Investigative Skills training course run by 
Waikato Regional Council.  This course supports officers to conduct their investigative role to achieve robust 
evidential sufficiency through best practice. Two officers attended the 2016 Environmental Compliance 
Conference in Auckland.  One officer attended and presented at the Investigative Best Practice Network 
workshop. 

Clrs Hook/Hope:   
That the information be received. 

Carried 

 

ATTENDANCE: Clr Peters withdrew from the meeting at 10.37 am 

R.17/18.119 Animal Control Sub-Committee D050-001-A04 
The Minutes of the Animal Control Sub-Committee meeting held on 18 September 2017 were presented for 
ratification by the Committee.   

Clrs Arbuckle/Shenfield:   
That the minutes of the Animal Control Sub-Committee meeting held on 18 September 2017 be ratified. 

Carried 

R.17/18.120 Bradleigh Park Substation - Removal of 
Designation DES0046 

The report to the Committee sought approval to formally remove the substation designation on the 
Marlborough Lines Limited property, Lot 7 DP 375994 at Bradleigh Park in Fairhall, under section 182 of the 
Resource Management Act 1991. 

Members were advised that the site is no longer required for the purpose of the designation. Marlborough Lines 
Limited has given notice in the prescribed form that it no longer requires the designation. 

Clrs Shenfield/Taylor:   
That Council approve the removal of the designation for the Marlborough Lines Limited substation on 
Lot 7 DP 375994 at Bradleigh Park in Fairhall in accordance with section 182 of the Resource 
Management Act 1991 and amend the Wairau/Awatere Resource Management Plan accordingly. 

Carried 

R.17/18.121 872 State Highway 63 Substation - Removal of 
Designation DES0048 

The report to the Committee sought approval to formally remove the substation designation on the Marlborough 
Lines Limited property at 872 State Highway 63, Renwick, under section 182 of the Resource Management Act 
1991. 

Members were advised that the site is no longer required for the purpose of the designation.  Marlborough Lines 
Limited has given notice in the prescribed form that it no longer requires the designation. 
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Clrs Shenfield/Hook:   
That Council approve the removal of the designation for the Marlborough Lines Limited substation at 
872 State Highway 63, Renwick, in accordance with section 182 of the Resource Management Act 1991 
and amend the Wairau/Awatere Resource Management Plan accordingly. 

Carried 

ATTENDANCE: Clr Shenfield withdrew from the meeting at 10.51am 

R.17/18.122 Information Package - 
Ross Beech noted that there were no Landscape Group meeting minutes in the agenda. Clr Arbuckle advised 
that the minutes had missed the deadline for inclusion in the agenda, Clr Arbuckle agreed to forward the 
Landscape Group minutes to Mr Beech. It was agreed that the September and 13 October minutes be included 
in the next Environment Committee agenda. 

Clrs Taylor/Hope:   
That the Regulatory Department Information Package dated 12 October 2017 be received and noted. 

Carried 

There being no further business the meeting closed at 10.58 am. 

 

Record No:  17199345 
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