
 

Minutes of a Meeting of the  
ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE  

held in the Council Chambers, 15 Seymour Street, Blenheim  
on THURSDAY, 20 JULY 2017 commencing at 9.00 am. 

Present 
Councillors G A Hope (Chair), C J Brooks, L M Shenfield, N P Taylor, Mayor Leggett, Mr E R Beech (Rural 
representative), Mr R Smith (Iwi representative) 

Also Present 
Councillors J L Andrews, G I T Evans and M A Peters 

In Attendance 
Mr A Johnson (Environmental Science & Monitoring Manager) and Nicole Chauval (Committee Secretary). 

Apologies 
Clr Hope/Mayor Leggett: 
That the apologies for absence from Clrs D D Oddie (Chairperson), J A Arbuckle and T E Hook be 
received and sustained, and the apology for non attendance from Clr B G Dawson be noted. 
Carried 

Members were advised that the presentations only, i.e. not general discussion following the presentations, for 
items 4 ‘State of the Mahakipawa and Kaiuma Bay Estuaries’ and item 5 ‘Underwater Soundscape in 
Tōtaranui/Queen Charlotte Sound’ would be video recorded. A copy of the video would be made available to the 
public via Council’s website. 

R.17/18.1 Declaration of Interests - 
No interests with items on the agenda were declared. 

R.17/18.2 Resource Hearing Sub-Committee Decisions - 
Clrs Brooks/Shenfield:   
That the Resource Hearing Sub-Committee Decisions as contained within the reports dated 
15 March 2017 (U161227), 21 March 2017 (U150178), and 4 May 2017 (U150896) be received and the 
recommendations adopted. 
Carried 

R.17/18.3 Resource Hearing Commissioner Decisions - 
Clrs Brooks/Shenfield:   
That the Resource Hearing Commissioner Decisions as contained within the reports dated 13 April 2017 
(U161275), 2 May 2017 (U161037), 8 May 2017 (U160501) and 22 May 2017 (U161348) be received and the 
recommendations adopted. 
Carried 
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ATTENDANCE: Dr Urlich, Environmental Scientist – Coastal role was present for the following two items and 
Mr Leigh Stevens, Marine Ecologist, Wriggle and Mr Reid Forrest, Marine Ecologist, SLR were present for the 
following item. 

R.17/18.4 State of the Mahakipawa and Kaiuma Bay 
Estuaries E325-006-003-03, E325-006-004-03 

The report to the Committee sought to present the two estuary reports which establish contemporary ecological 
baselines. To highlight these reports a powerpoint presentation was shown (presentation filed in Trim – Record 
No. 17137480 and 17137478). 

Mr Stevens advised that Kaiuma Estuary has been identified by MDC as a priority for monitoring as it is a 
moderate sized estuary with high ecological and human use values. It was noted that while the immediate 
catchment is relatively unmodified, the estuary remains vulnerable to external pressures from excessive 
sedimentation and, to a much lesser extent, eutrophication. It is approximately 90 hectares in size and is a 
shallow, well-flushed tidal lagoon type estuary.  The surrounding catchment is dominated by native scrub and 
forest. 

Members were advised that the estuary comprised intertidal flats (46%), saltmarsh (13%) and subtidal waters 
(41%).  The intertidal flats were dominated by soft mud reflecting an ecosystem under stress.  It was noted that 
seagrass beds were virtually absent, covering an area of only 0.03% and under stress from fine mud deposition. 
Mr Stevens advised that seagrass beds are an important biogenic habitat as they provide a stable physical 
environment, a localised food source for birds and fish, and support a diverse community of invertebrates.  It was 
noted that these beds were once more extensive. It was reported that the excessive muddiness is as a 
consequence of sedimentation and that it is recommended that the source be identified. 

Mr Forrest noted that the Mahakipawa Estuary is a relatively small and shallow estuary, located in inner Pelorus 
Sound and is the largest wetland complex in the Marlborough Sounds. It was noted that ecologically, 
Mahakipawa Estuary has strong links with Havelock Estuary.  

Members were advised that the estuary is a 137.5 hectare area and is dominated by soft/very soft mud (61%) 
which is a similar proportion to Kaiuma and Havelock.  All three estuaries have extensive saltmarsh remaining 
and relatively scarce areas of once-abundant seagrass beds.  Seagrass remains in one small patch of 0.02 
hectare in Mahakipawa.  

It was reported that as a consequence of the research it recommended that broad scale habitat mapping should 
be undertaken 5-10 yearly unless obvious changes observed (review 2022), fine scale monitoring sediment 
plates (annually) and that the sediment needed to be managed with sources identified. It is also recommended 
that there needs to be identification of the ‘target’ estuary condition and the management targets and best 
management practices need to be identified to achieve that target. 

It was noted that it is important that we do something because if we don’t then the damage will be irreversible. 

Mr Beech/Clr Brooks:   
That the reports be received. 
Carried 

ATTENDANCE: The Mayor withdrew from the meeting at 10.17am. 

ATTENDANCE: Dr Kim Goetz, Marine Ecologist at NIWA, was present for the following item. 

R.17/18.5 Underwater Soundscape in Tōtaranui/Queen 
Charlotte Sound  
 E325-008-001-05, E325-016-002-03 

The report to the Committee provided information on the soundscape characteristics of the Cook Strait region 
with particular emphasis on Queen Charlotte Sound/Tōtaranui (QCS) over a six month period 
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(July-December 2016). To highlight this report a powerpoint presentation was shown (presentation filed in Trim – 
Record No. 17137201). 

It was noted that underwater noise is an increasing area of concern in marine environments. Human activities 
such as commercial shipping, recreational boating and seismic surveying can cause adverse effects to marine 
life, particularly marine mammals. 

It was reported that passive acoustic monitoring provides a long-term, daily record of the underwater soundscape 
with data recorded from different noise sources depending on the proximity of the noise and its frequency. It is 
able to provide a non-invasive continuous record.  

Members were advised that the passive acoustic device was placed on the seabed midway between Tory 
Channel and Blumine Island. It recorded between 20 July and 15 December 2016, which included detecting the 
magnitude 7.8 Kaikoura earthquake on 14 November.  

The findings indicated that QCS is a noisy place with vessel traffic recorded 12 hours per day on average. This 
was immediately prior to the busy summer holiday season, so noise levels would have increased significantly 
over Christmas and January. Most detections were for relatively short time periods reflecting the close proximity 
of boats and their high frequency noise which dissipates quickly. 

It was noted that hector’s and unidentified dolphin species were the only confirmed marine mammals detected 
which does indicate that marine mammals are able to coexist with the present sound scape. It was reported that 
fish choruses were detected daily around dusk throughout the six month recording period in QCS. Dr Kim also 
advised that the antarctic blue whale and pigmy blue whales were detected on different sides of the Cook Strait.  

Clrs Brooks/Shenfield:   
That the report be received. 
Carried 

ATTENDANCE: Karlien Hayns, Environment Monitoring Officer, was present for the following item. 

R.17/18.6 Coastal Water Quality Scorecard E325-002-001 
The report to the Committee provided an update on the state of the water quality of the Marlborough Sounds. To 
highlight this report a powerpoint presentation was shown (presentation filed in Trim – Record No. 17137096).  

Members were aware that the Council has an ongoing coastal water quality monitoring programme in the 
Marlborough Sounds.  11 sites are monitored in both the Te Hoiere/Pelorus and Tōtaranui/Queen Charlotte 
Sounds on a monthly basis.  The report card shows that nitrate-nitrogen and chlorophyll-a levels fluctuate within 
acceptable limits.  

It was noted that it is important to build an ongoing State of the Environment time-series of monitoring data to 
help us distinguish between natural or human-induced changes to water quality.   

Members were advised that the report card summarises the trends in the nitrate-nitrogen, chlorophyll-a, and 
dissolved oxygen since monitoring began.  These are considered the most sensitive to change of the suite of 
indicators we monitor in the coastal waters of the Sounds. It was noted that the amount of nitrate-nitrogen is one 
of the key drivers of variation in water quality. 

It was noted that the monitoring results have also shown that inputs from fish farms have not discernibly affected 
the natural variation of nutrients and resulting chlorophyll-a or dissolved oxygen levels. 

Members were advised that there are other parameters that Council monitors, such as dissolved silica and 
phosphorus. It was noted that Council commissioned NIWA to undertake an analysis of all water quality 
parameters in June 2015, which did not show any cause for concern.  There have been no significant changes in 
the monthly monitoring results since then. It was noted that the next comprehensive assessment is scheduled for 
June 2018 and results will be reported back to the committee.  
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It was reported that Council staff are scoping a review of water quality monitoring design given the availability of 
new technologies that can provide greater temporal monitoring coverage than the current programme.  These 
are monitoring buoys which measure water quality parameters 365 days a year. It was noted that the data from 
continuously recording instruments would be electronically telemetered to a public website. 

Members were advised that this review will get underway with the aim of informing Council’s long-term planning 
process in early 2018.  It was noted that the monitoring buoys are expensive to purchase and to maintain and 
that a community-of-interest that can potentially co-fund a network has been identified.  These include the 
aquaculture and forestry industries with co-investment discussions being held over the next six months.   

Mr Beech/Clr Shenfield:   
That the report card be received. 
Carried 

ATTENDANCE: The meeting adjourned at 10.37am and resumed at 10.47am 

ATTENDANCE: Dr R Rait, Environment Scientist – Land & air and Mr M Oliver, Biologic Soils Ltd were present 
for the following item. 

R.17/18.7 Soil Quality Monitoring - Technical Report 
 E355-001-001-16 

The report to the Committee provided a summary of the state of soil quality in the Marlborough Region in 2017.  
To highlight this report a powerpoint presentation was shown (presentation filed in Trim – Record No. 17136798). 

Members were advised that the soil quality monitoring programme seeks to fulfil the Council’s legislative 
responsibilities under the RMA. It was noted that soil quality and land use are also key drivers in water quality.  

Mr Oliver noted that the initial national 500 soils programme was established in 2000 and since that time data 
has been gathered from 96 sites throughout Marlborough. It was reported that with a 5-year re-visit interval 
between sampling, it has taken until 2016 for sufficient data to be gathered to allow some analysis of trends in 
soil quality. 

In this investigation, soils were sampled from 20 monitoring sites that included 15 dairy, one dry stock, one 
unfarmed pasture site and three under native lowland forest. These sites represented seven different soil types 
from two soil orders. 

Members were advised that this year’s results indicate that in general, the soils are in good condition with most 
soil quality indicators for most sites falling within target ranges. It was noted that 80% of sites reported soil 
compaction measurements outside the target range. These results put these soils at risk of poor aeration and 
impeded drainage which may potentially affect pasture production and predispose the soil to surface runoff, 
nutrient loss, erosion and flooding. Mr Oliver noted that while soil compaction isn’t permanent, it clearly should be 
avoided and remediated where necessary. 

It was reported that soil compaction is also of concern when long-term trends are analysed. It was noted that soil 
compaction is occurring across all farming land uses including dairy, pastoral, cropping and viticulture. Long-term 
trends also show elevated Nitrogen and Phosphorus measures as well as, loss of soil organic matter. The 
combination of soil compaction, elevated nutrient levels and loss of organic matter indicate a heightened risk of 
nutrient loss to water. It was noted that nutrient loss often leads to deteriorating water quality in both groundwater 
and surface waterways. 

Members were advised that long term trends for most Trace Elements are well within target ranges. However, 
Cadmium levels while still within target ranges and are trending upwards, which is a concern in the Dairy sector. 
While levels are not likely to exceed target ranges in the short-term, continued use of phosphate fertiliser will 
mean levels will continue to rise and continued monitoring will be required. 

Members were advised that with the introduction of the long-term analysis, a number of issues have been 
isolated regarding the collection of data for soil quality reporting.  These include unclear location of some sites, 
excessive influence of data outliers from historic sampling, insufficient sample numbers for some land uses and 



Environment Committee - 20 July 2017 - Page 5 

inadequate frequency of sampling.  It was noted that there are a number of changes being suggested for Soil 
Quality Monitoring nationally to more closely align regions and it is recommended that the sampling programme 
is reviewed with these issues in mind prior to the next sampling round in October 2017. 

Clr Brooks/Mr Beech:   
1. That the report be received. 
2. That the Soil Quality Programme is reviewed. 
Carried 

ATTENDANCE: Clr Andrews withdrew from the meeting at 11.15 am. 

ATTENDANCE: The Mayor rejoined the meeting at 11.20 am 

ATTENDANCE: Peter Hamill, Environment Scientist – Water Quality, was present for the following two items. 

R.17/18.8 Recreational Water Quality - Summer 2016/2017 
 E370-007-001 

The report to the Committee presented the 2016/17 Recreational Water Quality State of the Environment report. 
To highlight this report a powerpoint presentation was shown (presentation filed in Trim – Record No. 17137077). 

Members were advised that 12 coastal beaches and nine river sites were sampled weekly from the beginning of 
November 2016 until the end of March 2017. Samples were analysed for the concentration of faecal indicator 
bacteria (Enterococci/E.coli). The results were assessed according to national guidelines in order to determine if 
water quality was safe for recreational activities such as swimming and surfing. 

It was reported that the majority of the coastal sites had recreational water quality consistently safe for swimming. 
Only two of the twelve coastal beaches had Enterococci concentrations considered unsafe for recreational 
activities. These sites were Moetapu Bay – Double Bay Reserve and Waikutakuta/Robin Hood Bay – East. At 
both sites, the high bacteria concentrations were caused by prolonged survival and possible procreation of the 
bacteria in organic material and sediment that was deposited onto the beach following intensive rainfall events. 
The effect was particularly noticeable at Waikutakuta/Robin Hood Bay – East where large deposits of gorse were 
causing extremely high Enterococci concentrations during high tide when a substantial amount of the gorse 
became submerged in the surf. Once most of the gorse was removed, bacteria concentrations declined. 

Members were advised that the majority of river sites had consistently low E. coli concentrations with only 
occasional samples indicating a slightly increased health risk. It was noted that following the Kaikoura 
Earthquake significant amounts of rainfall caused flooding in some parts of the region, which would have resulted 
in unsafe E. coli concentrations at a number of river sites. It was reported that due to road damage caused by the 
earthquake samples were not taken during this event, but it is unlikely that persons were swimming at the time. 

Members were advised that the Taylor River had a number of samples with unsafe E. coli concentrations during 
lower flows. It was reported that the long-term trend shows some improvements but further damage to parts of 
the Blenheim sewerage system during the recent Kaikoura earthquake is likely to result in increased E. coli 
concentrations. 

It was noted that due to the extensive damage to particularly the older earthenware pipes, all pipes of this type 
will be replaced in the coming years. This should result in less cross contamination between the sewerage and 
stormwater systems and subsequently result in better water quality in the Taylor River in the future. 

Clrs Hope/Taylor:   
That the report be received. 
Carried 
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R.17/18.9 Our Fresh Water – 2017 E375-016-001 
The report to the Committee provided a summary of the report “Our Fresh Water – 2017” that was jointly 
produced by the Ministry for the Environment and Statistics New Zealand. To highlight this report a powerpoint 
presentation was shown (presentation filed in Trim – Record No. 17137032). 

Members were advised that the “Our Fresh Water 2017” is a national State of the Environment report on fresh 
water which presents the state of fresh water quality for rivers in New Zealand, with a focus on Nitrate-Nitrogen, 
Dissolved Reactive Phosphorus and E. coli concentrations. 

It was noted that for all of these parameters, the highest concentrations are generally found in urban streams, 
followed by streams flowing through pastoral land use. It was reported that because of the patchy distribution of 
monitoring sites, concentrations were modelled for all streams and rivers to provide a better overall picture.  

Members were advised that the comparison of the modelled outputs with local monitoring data showed 
measured Nitrate-Nitrogen and Dissolved Reactive Phosphorus concentrations were higher than the modelled 
values for most sites.  The opposite was the case for E. coli concentrations. It was noted that the trend analysis 
showed that nationally Nitrate-Nitrogen concentrations were worsening at more sites than improving, while the 
opposite was true for Dissolved Reactive Phosphorus concentrations.  For E. coli concentrations, the majority of 
sites showed no significant change. 

Mr Hamill noted that the data for Marlborough shows that there is no significant trend for E. coli and 
Nitrate-Nitrogen concentrations for the majority of sites but a greater percentage of sites have a worsening trend 
for E. coli when compared to national percentages. 

Members were advised that the report highlights that a significant proportion of native aquatic animals and plants 
are threatened nationally by extinction and it is noted that habitat quality is of equal importance to good water 
quality. 

Clrs Brooks/Shenfield:   
That the report be received. 
Carried 

ATTENDANCE: Alan Johnson, Environment Science and Monitoring Manager, was present for the following 
item. 

R.17/18.10 Top of the South Conservation Alliance 
 E315-000-001 

The report to the Committee sought consideration on being party to a conservation alliance (Kotahitanga mō te 
Taiao Alliance) with the Department of Conservation, Tasman, Buller and Nelson councils and Iwi. The 
memorandum of understanding was attached to the agenda for members’ information. 

It was reported that the overarching purpose of the alliance was to provide a forum to enhance stakeholder 
coordination and provide a mechanism to realise shared opportunities to delivery on priority conservation 
projects. It was noted that being part of this alliance will not restrict Council’s own regional processes where we 
have localised biodiversity projects or initiatives and that the alliance will ultimately provide an overarching 
framework to Council’s regional approach. 

It was reported that the alliance is envisaged to allow us to position ourselves for investment opportunities from 
outside sources, such as government Predator Free 2050 concept, and the private sector into large scale 
conservation programmes, for example predator control or wilding pine management programmes. 

Mr Johnson advised that if Council agreed to being party to the alliance this would not involve any initial 
resourcing other than the parties collaborating and seeking agreement on a range of strategic opportunities that 
may be of value in the long-term. It was noted that any future initiatives resulting in any resourcing would need 
the approval of Council. 
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There was strong support from members for this alliance and it was agreed that this be reflected by making an 
amendment to the recommendation by replacing the word ‘consider’ with ‘endorses and supports joining’.   

Clrs Hope/Taylor:   
1. That the information be received. 
2. That the Committee endorses and supports joining the Kotahitanga mō te Taiao Alliance.  
Carried 

ATTENDANCE: Bill East, Building Control Group Manager and Kaye McIlveney, Solicitor was present for the 
following item. 

R.17/18.11 Delegations under the Building Act 2004 
 L150-003-02 

The report to the Committee sought approval for delegation of responsibilities, powers and duties under the 
Building Act 2004, and associated Acts and regulations to the Chief Executive with approval for those 
responsibilities, powers and duties to be sub-delegated to staff. 

Members were advised that Council last reviewed its delegations in October 2009 with a number of amendments 
to the building legislation, including the repeal of the Fencing of Swimming Pools Act 1987. It was noted that the 
fencing of swimming pools is now contained in the Building Act 2004 itself.  

It was reported that these matters are operational or specialist in nature, and it is considered appropriate that 
they be delegated to the Chief Executive and sub-delegated by the Chief Executive to appropriate building 
control staff. This does not include the adoption of policies as it is considered that this remain a decision of 
Council, by resolution. 

Clrs Shenfield/Brooks:   
1. That Council delegate its powers, duties and responsibilities under the Building Act 2004, the 

Building (Accreditation of Building Consent Authorities) Regulations, 2006, the Amusement 
Devices Regulations 1978, and the Plumbers, Gasfitters, and Drainlayers Act 2006 to the Chief 
Executive, except the power to adopt policies on dangerous, earthquake-prone and unsanitary 
buildings; and 

2. That Council give approval to the Chief Executive to sub-delegate those powers, duties and 
responsibilities to appropriate staff. 

Carried 

ATTENDANCE: Anna Eatherley, Resource Consents Manager was present for the following item. 

R.17/18.12 Amendments to Marlborough District Council 
Charging Policy - Resource Management 
Act 1991 R450-002-R04 

The report to the Committee sought consideration of amendments to the Marlborough District Council Charging 
Policy – Resource Management Act 1991. 

Members were advised that Policy describes the charges Council imposes for a range of resource management 
services, including processing resource consents, plan changes and requirements to designate land.  The 
charges are implemented under the Resource Management Act 1991 and follow the procedures of the Local 
Government Act 2002. 

It was noted that the policy reflects the Resource Management Act 1991 philosophy that the beneficiary pays.  
The charges imposed on applicants and consent holders are for Council’s reasonable processing costs.  



Environment Committee - 20 July 2017 - Page 8 

Members were advised that the first version of the Charging Policy was drafted in 2002.  It has been updated 
nine times since the original document to reflect changes in legislation and practice.  The current review reflects 
amendments to the Resource Management Act 1991 and the deletion of the Compliance Group’s policy on 
charging for the administration, monitoring and supervision of resource consents. 

Clrs Brooks/Shenfield:   
1. That the information be received. 
2. That the amended Marlborough District Council Charging Policy - Resource Management Act 1991 

be received. 
Carried 

ATTENDANCE: Clr Andrews re-joined the meeting at 12.04 pm. 

ATTENDANCE: Karen Winter, Environmental Health Officer was present for the following item. 

R.17/18.13 Environmental Health Activity Summary for 
2016/17 and Review of Survey Results 
 E350-004-009-02 

The report to the Committee provided an overview of the activities undertaken by the Environmental Health 
Team for the 2016/17 registration year and detailed the results of the customer surveys. To highlight this report a 
powerpoint presentation was shown (presentation filed in Trim – Record No. 17136640). 

Members were advised that the Annual Plan 2016/2017 performance target is that 100% of registered food 
premises are inspected at least once per annum. This performance target was achieved with 137 premises being 
inspected. It was noted that 176 Food Control Plan Registrations, 12 National Programme Registrations and 116 
verifications were undertaken in 2016/17. 

It was noted that Environmental Health Officers also carry out annual inspections of all Hairdressers, Funeral 
Directors, Offensive Trade operators and Camping Grounds which are required to be registered under the Health 
Act 1956. It was noted that 88 premises have been inspected achieving the performance target of 100% of 
registered premises being inspected. 

Members were advised that the Environmental Health Team investigates complaints regarding food and food 
premises, along with nuisances under the Marlborough District Council Bylaws, Unreasonable Noise, Sale of 
Alcohol concerns and unsanitary housing. It was noted that 1266 complaints were investigated from 1 July 2016 
to 30 June 2017. 

Ms Winter advised that Environmental Officers also conduct compliance checks on alcohol outlets. The team 
undertook 105 compliance checks of the 117 on-licensed premises. It was noted that the licensing inspections in 
conjunction with the Blenheim Policing Team carried out four Controlled Purchase Operations during July 2016 
to June 2017. Two premises sold to a minor during one CPO in July 2016 and one further licensee failed the 
CPO in May 2017 both cases are being or have been dealt with. 

Members were advised on the survey which was recently undertaken by Council’s registered operators. It was 
noted that the survey is carried out after the registration/renewal process, after inspection is conducted, or after 
the verification of their Food Control Plan. It was noted that for all areas the overall result for satisfaction with the 
service provided was high. 

Clrs Taylor/Brooks:   
That the information be received. 
Carried 
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ATTENDANCE: Rachel Neal, Environmental Protection Officer was present for the following item. 

R.17/18.14 Dairy shed Effluent and Stream Crossing Survey 
2016/2017 E330-001-004, E330-001-005#01 

The report to the Committee provided information on the Compliance Group’s monitoring of dairy shed effluent 
and stream crossings during the 2016/17 dairy season. To highlight this report a powerpoint presentation was 
shown (presentation filed in Trim – Record No. 17136590). 

It was noted that the purpose of the survey is to ensure compliance with the Marlborough Sounds Resource 
Management Plan (MSRMP) rules for dairy effluent or resource consents; promote good dairy effluent 
management and to provide information to dairy farmers on effluent systems and best management practices. It 
was reported that this season a second compliance report was completed for each farm which assessed the 
compliance against the Proposed Marlborough Environment Plan (PMEP) rules for dairy shed effluent. The 
PMEP compliance report was completed in order to provide the farmers with an indication of future compliance 
for the effluent system as it currently operates.  

It was reported that stream crossings are also checked during the dairy shed effluent survey with elimination 
continuing to progress albeit slowly. 

Members were advised that Council inspected 54 dairy farms with 85% of farms rated as full compliance with the 
MSRMP or resource consent conditions, this increased to 91% following re-inspections. It was noted that the 
initial compliance rate was higher than 2015/16, however the rates of compliance following remediation and 
re-inspection is consistent with the 2015/16 survey.  

It was reported that there was a decrease in significant non-compliance compared with the 2015/16 survey and 
Council is actively working with the farms which continue to be non-compliant.  

The percentage of farms that were rated as full compliance with the PMEP was 91%, this increased to 95% 
following re-inspections.  Members were advised that a further five permitted activity standards within the PMEP 
will have legal effect on 9 June 2019. 

Mayor Leggett/Clr Shenfield:   
That the “Dairy Shed Effluent and Stream Crossing Survey 2016/17” report be received. 
Carried 

ATTENDANCE: Luke Grogan, Harbour Master was present for the following two items. 

R.17/18.15 Aids to Navigation H100-0015-17 
The report to the Committee provided an update of the on-going management of Aids to Navigation (AtoNs). 

Members were advised that IALA standards for all lit navigation aids have been achieved for the past six weeks. 
but there were a number of failures leading up to winter most notably the East Head sector light. The cause of 
the failure was identified and resolved. 

The Harbour Master advised that Channel Pole number #17 in the Havelock channel was destroyed after being 
struck by a vessel, lighting assets were salvaged successfully and a replacement pole has since been installed.  

It was reported that a temporary buoy remains on Keep Clear Rock (unlit) following destruction of the previous 
navigation aid from boat strike.  A permanent replacement buoy has now been constructed but due to contractor 
availability remains to be installed.  A new buoy has been installed in Whataroa Bay Port Underwood following 
the failure of the original.   

It was noted that a green light will be installed on Scott Point in Queen Charlotte Sound to clear up confusion 
over the lighting scheme presently in place.  In addition a lit buoy is proposed for north of Long Island.  

A recent round of testing navigation aids was completed in early July. 
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The Harbour Master advised that a significant oil spill response exercise was held on 10 May. The exercise was 
funded by the NZ Oil Pollution Fund and involved personnel from the Council, Port Marlborough and the 
Department of Conservation. He noted that it was a very successful exercise and extended an invitation to 
councillors to attend the next oil spill exercise.  

Clrs Shenfield/Taylor:   
That the information be received. 
Carried 

R.17/18.16 Marine Farm Light Audits H100-004-003-17 
The report to the Committee provided an update on the ongoing marine farm light audits that are being carried 
out. 

It was noted that every marine farm in the waters of the Marlborough Harbour is audited at least once every three 
years this requires a site visit of at least 200 marine farms annually. It was reported that improved compliance in 
all areas has been achieved as a result of the establishment of a marine farm lighting audit system.  

It was noted that work is being undertaken to ensure that the cumulative lighting requirements of multiple farms 
in a bay do not exceed navigational safety requirements. It was noted that Crail Bay provides the first example of 
a bay wide lighting solution. The Harbour Master will continue working closely with the Marine Farming 
Association to look at options for improving the marine farm lighting for the purpose of navigation safety.  

It was noted that there may also be justification for a similar approach to the requirements in relation to orange 
buoys. As with lighting, a farm by farm approach does not necessarily allow for proper consideration of the 
broader environmental context within which the farm sits.  

The results from audits of marine farms 2016/17 were 204 farms audited with most being in the central Pelorus 
area. It was noted that the general state of farms has slowly been improving over the past few years but this 
appears to have now plateaued. 

Clrs Shenfield/Brooks:   
That the information be received. 
Carried 

R.17/18.17 Information Package - 
Members were advised that the planning area is coming under further workload pressure with two positions 
becoming vacant. It was noted that recruiting is currently underway for an additional duty planner.  

Clrs Shenfield/Brooks:   
That the Regulatory Department Information Package dated 20 July 2017 be received and noted. 
Carried 

Clr Hope suggested that consideration be given to Environment meetings commencing earlier where there 
were several presentations. This would allow councillors sufficient time to discuss the contents and 
recommendations from the reports.  

 

The meeting closed at 12.35 pm. 

 

Record No:  17137849 
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