
 

Minutes of a Meeting of the  
ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE  

held in the Council Chambers, 15 Seymour Street, Blenheim  
on THURSDAY, 23 NOVEMBER 2017 commencing at 9.00 am. 

Present 
Councillors D D Oddie (Chairperson), G A Hope (Deputy), J A Arbuckle, T E Hook, C J Brooks, L M Shenfield, 
N P Taylor, Mayor Leggett, Mr E R Beech (Rural representative) 

Also Present 
Councillors J L Andrews, G I T Evans and M A Peters 

In Attendance 
Mr H R Versteegh (Manager, Regulatory Department), and Nicole Chauval (Committee Secretary). 

Apologies 
No apologies received 

R.17/18.171 Declaration of Interests - 
No interests with items on the agenda were declared. 

R.17/18.172 Resource Hearing Sub-Committee Decisions - 
Clrs Brooks/Arbuckle:   
That the Resource Hearing Sub-Committee Decision as contained within the report dated 29 August 2017 
(U170388), 30 August 2017 (U160651), 8 September 2017 (U170124) and 28 September 2017 (U170288)  be 
received and the recommendations adopted. 

Carried 

R.17/18.173 Resource Hearing Commissioner Decisions - 
Clrs Brooks/Arbuckle:   
That the Resource Hearing Commissioner Decisions as contained within the reports dated 2, 3 & 4 
August 2017 (U171010), 1 August 2017 (U170617) and 1 November 2017 (U170270) be received and the 
recommendations adopted. 

Carried 

ATTENDANCE: Mr J Sigmund, Council’s GIS Analyst, was present for the following two items. 

R.17/18.174 E-Water Digital System for Water Allocation  
  R450-020-008-01 
The report to the Committee provided an introduction and demonstration on the Regulatory Department’s new 
digital tool for managing the district’s water resources.  To highlight this report a powerpoint presentation was 
shown (presentation filed in Trim – Record No. 17227205). 
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Mr Sigmund noted that Council undertook the project in partnership with the Ministry of the Environment and that 
without their help the project would have not got off the ground. Members were advised that the system will be 
available to all users, there will be no hidden records and the data available will be in real time. 

A demonstration of the system was provided to members. Mr Versteegh and Mr Sigmund answered a number of 
questions posed by members. It was noted that there is genuine enthusiasm for the opportunities that the 
software will provide and it was acknowledged that it has taken a considerable amount of work and hours to get it 
to where we are now. It was reported that the work focused on the need to use allocated water resources more 
efficiently and in smarter ways in order to free up allocated water to either existing or new users.  

It was noted that the system has been demonstrated to a number of internal and a larger number of external 
stakeholders, a degree of interest in the system and what it does has been expressed by other councils, with 
many agreeing it is a great example of forward thinking. 

In response to a query on how water users will be informed of the availability of the system, Mr Sigmund noted 
that a communication plan is being developed and services will be managed and connected to the MDC website. 
It was suggested that Councillors be considered as part of the communication plan to enable direct connect to be 
made with users. 

Clrs Shenfield/Brooks:   
That the information be received. 

Carried 

R.17/18.175 Update on Digital Consenting System (RESC)   
  R450-020-009-01 

Mr Sigmund provided members with a powerpoint presentation and demonstration on the digital consenting 
system (RESC). To highlight this report a powerpoint presentation was shown (presentation filed in Trim – 
Record No. 17227203). 

It was noted that this was a joint venture with the Department of Internal Affairs and will replace Council’s Procon 
software which has been in use for 17 years. 

Members were advised that the overall system has been peer reviewed to how the Council might operate in 10 to 
20 years time and ensures that the system works with existing systems in Council. It was reported that a range of 
testing are being undertaken to ensure the product is fit for purpose and this will continue even after development 
has been completed. 

It was reported that applicants can build up their applications over time and that this was an important feature of 
the software. Online help will be available for the length of time that is required by the user.  

Members were advised that it is anticipated that the software will be ready to go live by the end of January with a 
further updated being provided to the Committee following the launch.  

Mr Versteegh advised that members are welcome to log into the demo site and staff will be available to provide 
support if required. 

Clrs Hook/Brooks:   
That the information be received. 

Carried 



Environment Committee - 23 November 2017 - Page 3 

ATTENDANCE: Mr Peter Jerram, Chairman Marlborough Landscape Group was present for the following item. 

R.17/18.176 Marlborough Landscape Group – Update 
  E230-001-M05 
Mr Jerram provided a presentation to members on the Marlborough Landscape Group. To highlight this report a 
powerpoint presentation was shown (presentation filed in Trim – Record No. 17226924) and an information 
brochure was circulated. 

Members were advised that the group was formed in 2002 in response to public concern over the loss of trees to 
vineyard development. Meetings are bi monthly and the role of the group to advise Council on projects and policy 
to protect and enhance Marlborough’s landscape. 

Members acknowledged the work of the landscape group, particularly the landscaping around the entrance ways 
of Blenheim. It was noted that the Wither Hills Farm Park is a significant asset to the Marlborough community 
and suggested that the group also look at planting enhancements for the farm park. Mr Jerram acknowledged 
that this would be welcome and advised that soil conversation is also an important consideration. 

Clr Arbuckle noted that the current funding of $100,000 covers only the core work of the group and that any 
additional projects would require extra funding. The input that the group had into the MEP was noted and 
members thanked and acknowledged Bev Doole and Peter Jerram’s assistance and participation in this group. 

Clrs Arbuckle/Shenfield:   
That the information be received. 

Carried 

ATTENDANCE: Clr Evans withdrew from the meeting at 10.48 am. 

ATTENDANCE: Dr Steve Urlich, Council’s Environmental Scientist – Coastal Role, Dr Helen Neil, National 
Projects Manager, NIWA was present for the following item. 

R.17/18.177 Seabed Habitat Mapping Outcomes for East Bay, 
Tōtaranui / Queen Charlotte Sound E325-017-01 

The report to the Committee provided an update on the Seabed Habitat Mapping Outcomes for East Bay. To 
highlight this report a powerpoint presentation was shown (presentation filed in Trim – Record No. 17226923). 

Members were advised that Council and LINZ partnered to survey the seabed and improve the navigation charts 
for Tōtaranui/Queen Charlotte Sound. The survey was contracted to NIWA, with DML subcontracted to NIWA. 
Field work was completed in June 2017. It was noted that the project is now in the data analysis and reporting 
phase, with all deliverables due in June 2018. It was noted that in addition to the science report and new 
navigation charts, there will be a range of public-facing products, including posters and digital content for 
Council’s Cruise Guide and Smart Map websites. 

It was reported that potential funding partners have requested a similar survey be considered by 
Te Hoiere/Pelorus Sound and the analysis of multibeam data for East Bay was advanced by the Council and 
LINZ. These products have now been received from NIWA and DML as a series of maps, 3D visualisations and 
GIS files. The information provides a wealth of information and the 3D visualisations of marine farms in relation to 
seabed terrain provide an innovative and integrated picture. Dr Neil advised that it is proposed to have funders 
confirmed by the February 2018 Committee meeting. 

Members were advised that potential hotspots of habitats high in marine biodiversity can be identified and 
adverse effects avoided, remedied or mitigated. It was noted that this approach may make the management of 
the 2024 marine farm renewal application process of over 300 MFLs more efficient and effective, provided a 
similar survey is undertaken in the Pelorus.  

The Mayor/Clr Hope:   
That the report be received. 

Carried 
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ATTENDANCE: Meeting adjourned at 11.05 am and resumed at 11.15 am. 

ATTENDANCE: Clr Andrews withdrew from the meeting at 11.45am 

ATTENDANCE: Peter Davidson, Council’s Groundwater Scientist, Scott Wilson, Lincoln AgriTech Limited 
Canterbury and Dr Thomas Wohling Technical University of Dresden Germany were present for the following 
item. 

R.17/18.178 Progress Update on Project Investigating 
Declining Trend in Wairau Aquifer Levels and 
Groundwater Limit Setting for Recharge Sector  
 E345-007-001 

Members were advised that a Wairau Aquifer level decline has been detected in a number of wells and that 
researchers are endeavouring to work out why and whether the restrictions for irrigators in the region are 
sufficient. It was noted that the work is a very collaborative effort and that a number of students at the Drysden 
University have assisted in the research. Dr Thomas acknowledged their valuable assistance in this research. To 
highlight this report a powerpoint presentation was shown (presentation filed in Trim – Record No. 17226919). 

It was noted that steady progress is being made on the systematic investigation of the causes of the declining 
trend in the Wairau Aquifer level, particularly the interaction between the Wairau river and Wairau Aquifer based 
on modelling work.  

It was reported that there is less certainty around the role that river management and floodway activities, such as 
gravel extraction or sediment changes, contribute to changes in the Wairau Aquifer recharge mechanism. More 
work is required in conjunction with the Assets & Services section. 

Members were advised that the model has provided valuable insights into the storage properties of the Wairau 
Aquifer which is of the order of months rather than years as previously thought. It was noted that for any 
recharge the timing of the low flows matter as it does correlate to the low flows in the Wairau River which causes 
the depletion. In response to a query on whether this is exaggerated by the draw off by irrigation Dr Thomas 
noted that it does but noted that if river flows are kept at over 20m3/per sec then we would not see depletion in 
the aquifers. 

Members were advised that modelling was undertaken to determine whether the low flows were specifically 
climate related with the results identifying that it is not just climate that affects the changes in the aquifers. In 
response to a query whether this then confirmed that it is not a long term storage facility, Dr Thomas noted that 
indeed was the case. 

It was noted that development of the expanded regional scale numerical flow model of the Wairau Aquifer is well 
advanced and will be ready for testing limit setting options in autumn/winter 2018 for inclusion in the Marlborough 
Environment Plan.  

In response to a query on how the springs are discharging following the earthquake, it was noted that it is not 
known and that the impact of the Kaikoura Earthquake on the Wairau River/Wairau Aquifer is now being 
investigated. 

The Mayor/Clr Hook:   
That the information be received. 

Carried 
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ATTENDANCE: Mr Alan Johnson, Council’s Environmental Science & Monitoring Manager, was present for the 
following item. 

R.17/18.179 Addressing New Zealand Biodiversity Challenge – 
A Regional Council Thinkpiece E310-000-01 

The report to the Committee sought to provide information relating to a regional council thinkpiece on the future 
of biodiversity management in New Zealand entitled Addressing New Zealand’s Biodiversity Challenge. 

Members were advised that biodiversity is at a critical point and that biodiversity loss and decline is 
New Zealand’s most pervasive environmental issue. Mr Johnson advised that the Thinkpiece was commissioned 
to undertake to examine the strategic issues in biodiversity management and possible solutions. It was noted that 
the Thinkpiece is timely given the possible development of a National Policy Statement on Biodiversity and the 
growing expectation from local communities in respect of broad scale biodiversity protection. 

It was noted that the report provides ideas as to how New Zealand could better manage its biodiversity with a 
particular focus on the role and work of regional councils and proposals for a way forward. The report highlighted 
five key major shifts and initiatives on moving the biodiversity into a better space than it is now.  

Members were advised that Council is currently undertaking a review of the Significant Natural Areas programme 
and the process underway for prioritisation and developing strategies. It was noted that Council is also involved 
in the development concept for the Kotahitanga mō te Taiao (Top of the south) biodiversity Alliance where the 
group is focusing on better coordination and seeking opportunities for collective action. Mr Johnson noted that a 
new Biodiversity Co-ordinator position is currently being advertised to further enhance Council’s ability to make a 
more effective contribution to maintaining biodiversity going forward. 

Clrs Hook/Brooks:   
That the information be received. 

Carried 

ATTENDANCE: Mr Jono Underwood, Council’s Biosecurity Co-ordinator was present for the following item. 

R.17/18.180 Proposal for a Regional Pest Management Plan 
and Biosecurity Strategy E315-002-005-02 

The report to the Committee sought approval to make a Proposal for a Regional Pest Management Plan (RPMP) 
to replace the current RPMP that was made operative on 17 December 2012 for a period of five years. To seek 
approval on a consultation plan for the proposal and to establish and delegate some decision making authority to 
a sub-committee who will also serve as hearing panel during the submission process. 

Members were advised that due to substantial changes to the Biosecurity Act 1993 and the promulgation of a 
National Policy Direction for Pest Management in 2015, the Council has undertaken a major review of biosecurity 
policy mechanisms. It was noted that the approach taken was to develop both a Proposal as a regulatory 
mechanism in accordance with legislative provisions and an overarching Biosecurity Strategy. The Biosecurity 
Strategy outlines where a RPMP fits in the broader range of biosecurity functions delivered by the Council. 

It was reported that in developing the proposal, a combination of extensive analysis by staff and pre-consultation 
with the community has occurred.  

Mr Underwood advised members on the key changes to the proposal and discussed the formal steps for the 
Regional Pest Management Plan process. It was noted that there has been a large amount of work and 
consultation gone into the Proposal development but a test on consultation in accordance with section 72 of the 
Biosecurity Act must be made. It was noted that the test is made against consultation on the Proposal in its 
entirety, not the preparation of the Proposal. It was reported that the conclusion reached is that Council 
undertake consultation in order to keep aligned with the formal steps within the Act. 

Members were advised on the proposed consultation plan which was further detailed in the agenda item. 
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It was reported that the Proposal contains details on costs and cost allocation for implementing the resulting 
RPMP as proposed. It was noted that the costs identified within the proposal have been entered into a parallel 
LTP process. It was noted that this has been done as it is proposed to source the Council costs via general rates 
collected under the Local Government (Rating) Act 2002. It was noted that the Council costs and cost allocation 
will be tagged with a proviso that they will be subject to the LTP process and decisions.  

Members were advised that the LTP process will identify a larger resource requirement on the Council than the 
Proposal itself. This is because of an improvement framework that has been developed for Biosecurity using an 
overarching Biosecurity strategy. A number of projects/programmes are driven directly by the goals within the 
Strategy and as such are not captured by the Council costs identified within the Proposal. 

It was reported that if adequate resources cannot be sourced to deliver on a specific programme objective, that 
programme will have to be dropped from consideration.  

Clr Peters noted that there are a number of reports being tagged for the LTP process and advised that nothing 
can be decided until all information is available. It was queried whether potential funding could be sought from 
Central Government. 

It was reported that as part of the consultation plan a hearing panel will be required to hear submissions. 
Members agreed that Clr Brooks, Clr Taylor and Mr Ross Beech form  this panel and be delegated the authority 
to hear submissions and make decisions for the Council in accordance with sections 72(6), 73 and 74 of the 
Biosecurity Act 1993.  

Clrs Hook/Shenfield:   
1. That the Committee makes the Regional pest Management Plan Proposal in accordance with 

section 70 of the Biosecurity Act 1993. 

2. That the Committee is satisfied that the requirements in section 71 of the Biosecurity Act 1993 
have been complied with, in making the Proposal. 

3. That the Committee is not satisfied that the Council has met the requirements of section 72 of the 
Biosecurity Act 1993 with respect to consultation. As such, further consultation is to be 
undertaken. 

4. The Committee accepts the Consultation Plan outlined as the way to undertake consultation and, 
upon completion, requires that another test be undertaken in accordance with section 72(6) of the 
Biosecurity Act 1993. 

5. That a sub-committee comprising of Clr Brooks, Clr Taylor and Mr Ross Beech be established and 
be delegated the authority to hear submissions and make decisions for the Council in accordance 
with sections 72(6), 73 and 74 of the Biosecurity Act 1993.  

6. That the Committee endorses the publication of a Biosecurity Strategy to be made publicly 
available prior to the consultation process on the Regional Pest Management Plan Proposal. 

Carried 

ATTENDANCE: Ms Jane Robertson, Council’s Environmental Protection Officer/Contract Manager was present 
for the following item. 

R.17/18.181 Dog Fees Review for the 2018/2019 Registration 
Year E305-001-001 

The report to Committee sought consideration of the proposed registration and pounds fees for the 2018/2019 
registration year for the Animal Control Sub-Committee. 

Members were advised that Council is required under section 37 of the Dog Control Act 1996 to set fees for dog 
registration on an annual basis by resolution. Fees must then be publicly advertised during the month preceding 
the start of the registration year which is 1 July to 30 June. It was noted that Council is also required under 
section 68 of the dog Control Act 1996 to set reasonable poundage and sustenance fees for dogs which are 
seized and impounded.  
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Ms Robertson advised that there has been no increase in dog registration fees since 2009.  

It was reported that Maataa Waka Ki te Tau Ihu Trust has a current contract for Animal Control services which 
expires on 31 Mach 2018. A renewal notice has been forwarded to Maataa Waka to renew the contract for a 
further two years. It was noted that Maataa Waka has requested a 2% increase in the contract price as an 
inflationary adjustment. It was noted that Council is currently negotiating the increase in costs and any variations 
to the existing contract. 

Ms Robertson advised members on the proposed changes and noted that the main changes are to introduce a 
Responsible Dog Owner fee, create a category for older dogs and revoke the 7+ dog rebate. It was noted that a 
small fee increase will ensure fees keep pace with contract costs and for projects such as dog parks and 
improved signage can be achieved. 

Clr Shenfield thanked Ms Robertson for the considerable work undertaken to provide the report to Council.  

Clrs Taylor/Mr Beech:   
1. That the information be received. 

2. That the dog registration and pound fees for the 2018/2019 registration year (commencing 
1 July 2018) set out below be adopted by the Environment Committee. 

Fee Category Current 
Fees 2017/18 

Proposed Fees 
2018/19 

Non-working (Category 1) 
Responsible Dog Owner 

$57.00 $60 

Non-working (Category 2) 
Standard Dog Owner 

$86.00 $90 

Working 
7 + working dog rebate 
Working Dog 
10 + working dogs (for each  extra dog) 

$24.50 
$0.00 

 

$20 
$10 

Old Dog (new category)  $45 
Dangerous Dog $129.00 $140 
Replacement Tag $3.60 $5 
Property Licence (3 or more dogs) 
Multiple Dog Property Licence  
(3 or more dogs in urban areas)  

$77.00 $75 

Pound Fee - first impounding $102.00 $100 
Pound Fee - second impounding $153.00 $150 

 

Fee Category Current  
Fees 2017/18 

Proposed Fees 
2018/19 

Pound Fee - third impounding and  subsequent impounding $204.00 $200 
Pound - Daily Sustenance Fee (to cover food, exercise, 
cleaning the pound etc.) 

$15.30 $15 

Pound - Surrender fee $40.00 $40 
Microchipping fee $25.60 $25 

Carried 

R.17/18.182 Information Package - 
Clrs Hook/Oddie:   
That the Regulatory Department Information Package dated 23 November 2017 be received and noted. 

Carried 

The meeting closed at 12.35 pm. 

Record No:  17226906 
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