
 

Minutes of a Meeting of the  
ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE  

held in the Council Chambers, 15 Seymour Street, Blenheim  
on THURSDAY, 31 JANUARY 2019 commencing at 9.00 am 

Present 

Councillors D D Oddie (Chairperson), G A Hope (Deputy), J A Arbuckle, T E Hook, C J Brooks, N P Taylor, 
Mayor J C Leggett, Mr E R Beech (Rural representative) 

Also Present 

Councillors J L Andrews and G I T Evans  

In Attendance 

Mr H R Versteegh (Environmental Science and Policy Group Manager) and Nicole Chauval (Committee 
Secretary) 

Apologies 

Clrs Oddie/Arbuckle: 
That the apology for absence from Clr M A Peters be noted. 

Carried 

Env-0119-218 Declaration of Interests -  

Clr Hope declared an interest in Item 3 - Resource Consent Hearing Commissioner Decision. 

Env-0119-219 Resource Hearing Commissioner Decision - 

Clrs Brooks/Arbuckle:   
That the Resource Hearing Commissioner Decision as contained within the report dated 
29 November 2018 (U180816) be received and the recommendations adopted. 

Carried 

ATTENDANCE: Mr A Johnson, Council’s Environmental Science & Monitoring Manager, Oliver Sutherland 
(Trustee) and Andrew Macalister (Project Leader) from the D’Urville Island Stoat Eradication Charitable Trust 
were present for the following item. 

Env-0119-220 D’Urville Island Stoat Eradication Charitable 
Trust E315-018-001 

The D’Urville Island Stoat Eradication Charitable Trust (DISECT) presented their plan to members for 
achieving stoat eradication on Rangitoto ki te Tonga/D’Urville Island and sought the long term involvement of 
Council in partnership to manage a biosecurity stoat control buffer programme on the mainland. To highlight 

this report a powerpoint presentation was shown (presentation filed in CM Record No. 1933431). 

Mr Sutherland introduced the following members of the Trust to the Committee, who were present in the 
public gallery; Christine Aston, Trust Secretary, Andrew Macalister, Project Manager and Ulla Skӧld. 

Members were advised DISECT has consulted with all 86 landowners on Rangitoto ki te Tonga/D’Urville 
Island with the outcome of the consultation indicating that it would be possible to comprehensively trap the 
island which means exposing all stoats to at least one trap within their home range. It was noted that 
DISECT also liaised with landowners on the adjoining mainland, with all the key landowners supportive of a 
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mainland trapping programme. All landowners will be asked to reconfirm access through written agreements, 
as pledged during the 2016 Feasibility Study. 

In response to a query on securing access to properties if the land is sold. Mr Sutherland advised that this is 
an area they are working on; currently they have an agreement drawn up but it is not binding on new 
landowners.  

Mr Macalister advised that there would be a twelve month lead in time before trapping begins and mop-up 
would likely begin the year following initial knockdown, if there is no breeding recorded. It was noted that it is 
not possible to determine its duration in advance. Determining the success of the programme would be 
based on a number of Proof of Eradication criteria and Land Care undertaking modelling to validate whether 
the eradication of stoats has been successful.  

Mr Sutherland advised members that the group has three prerequisites going forward and these were 
discussed. It was noted that DOC has made a commitment in principal towards biosecurity and the group are 
looking to the Marlborough District Council to replicate that. 

Following the presentation considerable discussion took place with a number of queries raised. In response 
to a query from Clr Taylor on whether the Pest Management Plan could be a potential tool to use with 
regards to supporting the DISECT group. Council’s Environmental Science and Monitoring Manager 
Mr Johnson advised that there are opportunities if members chose to use the Plan as the mechanism to 
undertake pest control on Rangitoto ki te Tonga/D’Urville Island. 

As a result of further discussion by members Clr Hope proposed the following motion which was put to 
members. 

Clr Hope/Mr Beech: 
1. That the information be received. 

2. That the Committee support in principle the funding request for a biosecurity led programme to 
share the $300,000 costs with the Department of Conservation. 

3. That staff work with DOC and the D’Urville Island Stoat Eradication Charitable Trust to report 
on the feasibility for stoat eradication on Rangitoto ki te Tonga/D’Urville Island, and provide 
advice on options for a biosecurity site led programme under the Regional Pest Management 
Plan beyond the initial trapping eradication phase. 

Carried 

ATTENDANCE: Mr M Oliver, Council’s Environmental Scientist – Land Management, was present for the 
following item. 

Env-0119-221 Hill Country Erosion Fund E355-019-002 

The report provided an update to the Committee on progress with the Hill Country Erosion (HCE) Fund 
2018/19 work and 2019-23 funding application. 

Members were advised that the HCE Fund is a partnership between central government, councils and 
landowners that aims to plan for and treat erosion-prone land and put sustainable land management 
practices in place. Work on the HCE funded land management assistance is proceeding, with Council 
capability improving in the 2018/19 year. 

Members were advised that a milestone report containing three work streams, which were detailed in the 
agenda, was submitted to the Ministry for Primary Industries in December 2018. The report outlined progress 
over the preceding six months since funding was received from the HCE Fund for the 2019/20 financial year. 

It was reported that Council has been successful in securing future funding of $1.1M for this programme. It 
was noted that a further $600,000 has been allocated to Tasman District Council for FTE over the four years 
as a shared Land Management Co-ordinator across Top of the South councils. It was noted that the main 
aspects of funding and co-funding are yet to be finalised but the intention is to focus the funding on 
catchments that are seen as a priority for improvements of water quality.  
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Mr Beech queried whether water quantity needed to be added as a priority along with quality. Mr Oliver 
noted that water quality was the key driver for the fund, however water quantity issues are inheritably linked. 
The management of wilding pine in the area is an example and seen as important part of increasing water 
quantity in a catchment. 

Members were advised that funding and co-funding details will be finalised in the coming months with details 
presented to the Committee at that time. 

Clrs Taylor/Brooks:   
That the information be received. 

Carried 

ATTENDANCE: Ms S Henkel, Council’s Environmental Scientist j– Water Quality, was present for the 
following item. 

Env-0119-222 Omaka River Pilot Study for Periphyton 
Monitoring in Marlborough E375-000-001 

The report “Omaka River Pilot Study for Periphyton Monitoring in Marlborough” was presented to members 
for their information. To highlight this report a powerpoint presentation was shown (presentation filed in CM Record 

No. 1933142). 

Ms Henkel advised that periphyton is the community of algae and bacteria growing on the bed of rivers and 
streams and is a vital part of the aquatic ecosystem but can become a problem when algae growth is 
excessive. It was noted that Council has not monitored periphyton in the past but has monitored nutrient 
concentrations which provides information about the potential for periphyton growth.  

It was noted that the National Policy Statement for Freshwater Management (NPS-FM) requires councils to 
directly monitor periphyton as the amount of chlorophyll-a per square metre of stream bed. Members were 
advised that periphyton sampling is comparatively time-consuming therefore it is necessary to run a separate 
periphyton monitoring programme, sampling a comparatively small number of carefully chosen sites. 

It was reported that monthly periphyton samples were taken from five sites along the Omaka River over one 
year. The sites were located within a 500 metre reach with varying amounts of shading and within two 
different flow habitats (riffle - shallow with fast, turbulent water and run - deep with fast water and little or no 
turbulence). 

The results show that shading and flow habitat have a significant influence on periphyton growth with highest 
chlorophyll-a values at riffle sites with limited shading by riparian vegetation. Members were advised that 
runs and shaded sites had periphyton cover within the NPS-FM A-band, while riffles with limited shading fell 
into the NPS-FM B-band. 

Ms Henkel noted that if the attribute state of the Omaka River is based on samples taken in shaded reaches, 
management in the catchment could allow significant land use intensification before the water quality in the 
Omaka River is considered to be degraded but this would risk severe degradation in unshaded parts of the 
stream. It was reported that to more effectively manage waterways for periphyton growth, sampling should 
be carried out at the bottom of catchments in reaches with little shading. 

It was noted that the results clearly show that planting of riparian vegetation that grows to sufficient height to 
shade waterways is an effective way of controlling the growth of periphyton. 

Clrs Taylor/Hope:   
1. That the information be received. 

2. Development of a periphyton monitoring programme for the region to comply with the 
requirements of the National Policy Statement for Freshwater Management (NPS-FM) using the 
results of this trial. 

Carried 

ATTENDANCE: Mr M Oliver, Council’s Environmental Scientist – Land Management, was present for the 
following item. 
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Env-0119-223 Update on Provincial Growth Fund LiDAR Bid 
 E355-003-002 

The report to the Committee provided an update on progress with the joint Council / LINZ bid to the 
Provincial Growth Fund (PGF) for full LiDAR coverage of Marlborough. 

Members were advised that Council has been successful in its joint bid with LINZ to the PGF for funding of 
LiDAR for the province.  It was noted that Council has already approved $250,000 funding for Council’s local 
share contribution.  

Marlborough has been allocated approximately $1.2M towards the estimated total cost of $1.6M. Mr Oliver 
advised that the Forestry Industry, Marlborough Lines have been approached to join us as co-funders along 
with other groups such as the Department of Conservation and infrastructure companies. 

Members were advised that the gathering of data could take up to two years to complete as it will be weather 
dependent ie; no cloud and tides, particularly around the Sounds. There will be a considerable amount of 
data obtained which will take some time to process. Mr Oliver advised that the LiDAR data and Sounds sea 
bed mapping information can be aligned which will allow mountain to sea coverage for Marlborough. 

Clrs Hope/Brooks:   
That the information be received. 

Carried 

ATTENDANCE: Ms K Winter, Council’s Environmental Health Officer, was present for the following item. 

Env-0119-224 Update on Food Business Transition to the  
Food Act 2014 and Summary of MPI Audit of 
Services Provided E350-004-009-02 

The report to the Committee provided an update on the completion of transition of Marlborough’s food 
businesses to the Food Act 2014 and to advise the Committee of the outcome of the audit conducted by MPI 
(Ministry of Primary Industries) on this Council’s provision of Food Act services. 

Ms Winter noted the final 45 existing food businesses were registered under the Food Act 2014 during the 
last transition period which means all Marlborough food businesses are registered under this Act.  

Members were advised MPI conducted their audit of Council’s provision of Food Act 2014 services on 
11 January 2019 and concluded that Council is providing a comprehensive, effective and sound service that 
leaves Council well positioned for the future under the Food Act 2014. 

Ms Winter advised that Council had the opportunity to provide feedback to the MPI auditor and reported that 
points raised were to reiterate concerns around the potential use of IANs or JASANZ as the required auditor 
of our Quality Management System.  This is of concern due to the relatively small number of businesses that 
would need to the bear the cost of these audits. 

Members were fully supportive of the Environmental Team in undertaking these audits and noted that small 
businesses potentially having to pay a considerable fee for independent audits is not acceptable. Ms Winter 
advised that she will come back to the Committee when a submission has been drafted as the Committee’s 
support would invaluable. 

Clrs Taylor/Hook:   
That the information be received. 

Carried 
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ATTENDANCE: Ms J Robertson, Council’s Environmental Protection Officer/Contract Manager, was present 
for the following item. 

Env-0119-225 Dog Fees Review for the 2019/2020 Registration 
Year E305-001-001 

The report to the Committee set out the proposed registration and pound fees for the 2019/2020 
registration year. 

Ms Robertson advised that minimal changes are recommended for the 2019/2020 dog registration fee, and 
that the new categories introduced last year and fee structure be retained.  

Members were advised on the changes that are proposed and noted that the Council and Maataa Waka 
have negotiated a small inflationary adjustment increase to renew the contract for a further two years, 
expiring 31 March 2020 with one two year renewal remaining. 

Ms Robertson outlined the fee proposal for the 2019/20 year to members with further details being provided 
in the agenda it. It was noted that the Companion Dog status is currently being reviewed to ensure 
consistency and transparency. 

Clrs Arbuckle/Taylor:   
1. That the dog registration and pound fees for the 2019/2020 registration year (commencing 

1 July 2019) set out in the table below be adopted by resolution of Council. 

2. That a future annual increase of all fee categories up to CPI be adopted by resolution of 
Council. 

Fee Category 
(All fees and charges are GST inclusive) 

Current 
Fees 2018/19 

Proposed 
Fees 2019/20 

Non-working (Category 1) 
Responsible dog owner 

$60  $60 

Non-working (Category 2) 
Standard dog owner 

$90  $90 

Working dog 
10 + Working dogs (for each  extra dog) 
guide, hearing, Police and Council approved 
companion dogs 

$20 
$10 

                $20 
$10 

No fee 

Old dog (new category in 2018/19) $45  $45 

Dangerous dog $135  $135 

Replacement tag $3.60   $5 

Multiple Dog Property Licence 
(2 or more dogs in urban areas)  

$75  $75 

Seizure fee $100 $100 

Pound fee - first impounding 

Pound fee - first impounding registered 

            - first impounding unregistered 

$100 
  

$75 

$100 

Pound fee - second impounding $150  $150 

Pound fee - third impounding and  
subsequent impounding 

$200  $200 

Pound - daily sustenance and care (to cover 
food, exercise, cleaning the pound etc.) 

$15  $15 

Pound - surrender fee $40  $40 

    Microchipping fee $25  $25 

A CPI increase may be done up to CPI value each year in the next three subsequent dog 
registration years. 

Carried 
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Env-0119-226 Animal Control Sub-Committee D050-001-A04 

The minutes of the Animal Control Sub-Committee were presented for ratification by the Committee. 

Clr Arbuckle advised the names of two potential candidates for the Committee will be forwarded to the Mayor 
who will provide a decision on Clr Shenfield’s replacement. 

Clrs Arbuckle/Taylor:   
That the minutes of the Animal Control Sub-Committee meeting held on 17 December 2018 be 
ratified. 

Carried 

Env-0119-227 Information Package - 

Further clarification on the identification of HAIL sites in Marlborough was requested. This be included as an 
agenda item for a Council workshop. 

Clrs Taylor/Brooks:   
That the Regulatory Department Information Package dated 31 January 2019 be received and noted. 

Carried 

Env-0119-228 Decision to Conduct Business with the Public 
Excluded - 

Clrs Taylor/Hook:   
That the public be excluded from the following parts of the proceedings of this meeting, namely: 

- Confirmation of Sub-Committee Reports (Public Excluded sections) 

The general subject of each matter to be considered while the public is excluded, the reason for 
passing this resolution in relation to each matter and the specific grounds under Section 48(1) of the 
Local Government Official Information and Meetings Act 1987 for the passing of this resolution are 
as follows: 

General subject of each 
matter to be considered 

Reason for passing this 
resolution in relation to 
each matter 

Ground(s) under Section 48(1) for the 
passing of this resolution 

Confirmation of 
Sub-Committee Reports 
(Public Excluded 
Sections) 

As set out in the Minutes 
and Reports 

That the public conduct of the relevant part 
of the proceedings of the meeting would be 
likely to result in the disclosure of 
information for which good reason for 
withholding exists under Section 7 of the 
Local Government Official Information and 
Meetings Act 1987. 

Carried 

 

The meeting closed at 11.09 am. 

 

Record No:  1933976 


	Env-0119-218 Declaration of Interests
	Env-0119-219 Resource Hearing Commissioner Decision
	Env-0119-220 D’Urville Island Stoat Eradication Charitable Trust
	Env-0119-221 Hill Country Erosion Fund
	Env-0119-222 Omaka River Pilot Study for Periphyton Monitoring in Marlborough
	Env-0119-223 Update on Provincial Growth Fund LiDAR Bid
	Env-0119-224 Update on Food Business Transition to the Food Act 2014 and Summary of MPI Audit of Services Provided
	Env-0119-225 Dog Fees Review for the 2019/2020 Registration Year
	Env-0119-226 Animal Control Sub-Committee
	Env-0119-227 Information Package
	Env-0119-228 Decision to Conduct Business with the Public Excluded



