
 

Minutes of a Meeting of the  
PLANNING, FINANCE & COMMUNITY COMMITTEE  

held in the Council Chambers, 1 Seymour Street, Blenheim  
on THURSDAY, 25 JULY 2019 commencing at 9.00 am 

Present 
Clrs M A Peters (Chairperson), J A Arbuckle, C J Brooks, B G Dawson, M J Fitzpatrick, G A Hope, 
D D Oddie and N P Taylor  

Also Present 
Clr G I T Evans  

In Attendance 
Messrs M F Fletcher (Chief Financial Officer) and Nicole Chauval (Committee Secretary) 

Apologies 
Clrs Fitzpatrick/Brooks: 
That the apology for absence from Mayor J C Leggett, Clrs J L Andrews and T E Hook be received 
and sustained. 
Carried 

PF&C-0719-21 Declaration of Interests - 
No interests with items on the agenda were declared. 

ATTENDANCE: Ms Lyne Reeves, Council’s Community Development Officer, was present for the following 
two items. 

PF&C-0719-22 Future of Work Conference Report 2019  
 C150-002-018-06 

Ms Reeves discussed the Future of Work Conference which was held on 12 June at the Marlborough 
Convention Centre. The Conference showcased what the workplace of tomorrow would look like for 
Marlborough’s young people. The format of the conference included keynote speakers, workshop streams, 
interactive industry stations and local success stories. 

The following short video, created by Lennox Crow who was a student attending the event, was shown to 
members at the conclusion of the report.  

https://www.dropbox.com/s/ikmu7jyoaf3irru/Future%20Of%20Work%20Conference%2C%20Graeme%20Din
gle%20Foundation%20Marlborough%20-%202019.mp4?dl=0  

It was noted that feedback from the participants, colleges and businesses involved was extremely positive. 
Ms Reeves reported that following the conference additional businesses have indicated they would be 
interested in participating in future events, this supports the feedback received and may provide an 
opportunity to gain further sponsorship for the event. 

Ms Reeves noted that Council is undertaking an advocacy and leadership role and that investment is needed 
to further develop and to grow the event to include increasing the age range and numbers along with 
exploring possibilities for other activities, such as Industry Days. A commitment from Council to continue the 
partnership with Graeme Dingle Foundation and grow this area of work would be considered an investment 
in the region’s future and is an important space for Council to be involved in. 

Members were advised that funding this initiative from the Youth Budget would not have any adverse effect 
on what is currently being provided in the Youth space.  

It was queried whether the proposal to move the event to the ASB would require increased funding. 
Ms Reeves advised that the event would only move to the ASB if it meant the event did not go beyond its 
financial capability. 

https://www.dropbox.com/s/ikmu7jyoaf3irru/Future%20Of%20Work%20Conference%2C%20Graeme%20Dingle%20Foundation%20Marlborough%20-%202019.mp4?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/ikmu7jyoaf3irru/Future%20Of%20Work%20Conference%2C%20Graeme%20Dingle%20Foundation%20Marlborough%20-%202019.mp4?dl=0
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Clrs Taylor/Brooks:   
That Council commit up to $10,000 per annum from the Youth Funding budget for the next 
three years for Future of Work activities with a focus on engaging young people in local employment 
opportunities in partnership with Graeme Dingle Foundation. 
Carried 

PF&C-0719-23 Review of Positive Ageing Accord C150-002-012-02 
Ms Reeves advised that the Positive Ageing Accord has come to the end of its current term and that the 
recommendation from 2 May 2019 Planning, Finance & Community meeting was to explore the WHO 
Age-Friendly Community model which has been completed and is considered the right approach for Council. 

It was noted that the Age-Friendly model identifies the following eight domains – housing, social 
participation, respect and social inclusion, civic participation and enjoyment, communication and information, 
community support and health services, outdoor spaces and buildings, transportation that contribute to 
communities being Age-Friendly. This will provide an opportunity for Council to engage and partner with key 
stakeholders to develop an Action Plan that has commitments from a range of partners. 

The steps to achieve the action plan were discussed and further detailed in the agenda item. The timeframe 
for completing the work will be 1 July 2019 through to 30 June 2020. Costs associated with the work being 
covered within existing budgets. 

Clrs Hope/Brooks:   
1. That Council agrees to undertaking the WHO Age-Friendly Community model for development 

of a multi-agency strategy for our ageing population. 
2. That staff progress with the action plan to complete this work. 
Carried 

ATTENDANCE: Ms Louise Walker, Council’s Administration Officer/RMA Hearings Facilitator, was present 
for the following item. 

PF&C-0719-24 MEP Hearings Commission Resignation 
 F280-008-01 

Members were advised that Laressa Shenfield has tendered her resignation as an MEP Hearings 
Commissioner.  

It was noted that replacing Mrs Shenfield at this stage would be ineffectual given the long running nature of 
the hearing process.  

Members noted their appreciation of the work that Mrs Shenfield had undertaken in her MEP Hearings 
Commissioner role. It was reported that a letter has been sent from the Mayor to Mrs Shenfield formally 
recognising and thanking her for her contribution. 

Clrs Hope/Taylor: 
The MEP Hearings Panel complete the MEP hearing process with the remaining six commissioners: 
Clr Trevor Hook, Clr David Oddie, Clr Jamie Arbuckle, Ron Crosby, Rawiri Faulkner and 
Shonagh Kenderdine. 
Carried 

ATTENDANCE: Clr Hope withdrew from the meeting at 9.25 am during the following item. 

ATTENDANCE: Mr Brendon Burns, Chair Aquaculture Smart & Connected Steering Group and Rebecca 
Clarkson, Environment Manager of Aquaculture NZ, was present for the following item. 

PF&C-0719-25 Smart + Connected Aquaculture Update and A+ 
Scheme E100-010-13 

Neil Henry, Council’s Manager Strategic Planning & Economic Development introduced Brendon Burns to 
members. A powerpoint presentation was shown to support Mr Burns’ report (filed in CM Record No. 19168079). 
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Members were advised that the S+C Aquaculture group started in April 2016 with the Harmony & Value and 
Innovation + Steering Groups being established. Meetings are held monthly with secretarial support being 
provided by Council for these meetings which is very welcomed and appreciated by members. 

The current projects undertaken by the group were outlined and it was noted that the Aquaculture group are 
working on the ethos that there is ‘no such thing as waste just a wasted opportunity’. 

Mr Burns advised members that the group will be - assisting the Wood Sector, holding another forum in 
November and have started discussions with the wine industry on working more closely to complement each 
other when promoting what they do in Marlborough. It was reported that the Aquaculture Week 2020 will 
commence on the Sunday and run for the entire week with a new venue being considered. Further iwi and 
community engagement will be undertaken. 

Rebecca Clarkson, Environment Manager of Aquaculture NZ spoke to members on the A+ Industry 
Accreditation Programme. A powerpoint was shown in support of the report. Filed in CM Record 
No.19168082. 

It was noted that the emphasis has been on ensuring that the programme will work in Marlborough as well as 
in Northland. The framework objectives align with those of world leading environmental certifications and 
they are our way of proving we are world-class guardians of our place and people. This is done by ensuring 
healthy ecology, clean clear water quality, responsible waste management, efficient use of resources, 
guarantee of food safety, valuing iwi participation and enhancing our communities. 

Ms Clarkson advised that there a few small farmers not yet involved in the programme but they are focusing 
on ensuring there are as many tools as possible for them to be able to be part of the programme. 

Members were advised that the second checklist period is complete with reporting being compiled and a first 
full review programmed for 2020. 

Clrs Peters/Oddie:   
That the report be received. 
Carried 

ATTENDANCE: Ms Adi James, Council’s Community Advisor – Marlborough Townships, was present for the 
following item. 

PF&C-0719-26 Small Townships Programme Update R510-022-00 
Adi James, Council’s Community Advisor, spoke to the report and noted that there is currently a backlog of 
work particularly with the projects on or near roads. Work is currently being undertaken with NZTA and 
Marlborough Roads to develop a process to enable these types of projects to be completed in a consistent 
and timely manner. Two workshops will be held next week with relevant parties attending to develop a 
process. 

A number of applications have been received for the Community Programme Advisor position, applications 
are currently being shortlisted. The filling of this position will assist Ms James to progress projects. 

Members were updated on the Community Projects Fund and advised that the Cissy Bay launching ramp 
has been completed. The residents of the bay contributed significantly to the project both in terms of the 
funds needed and by managing both the purchase of materials and construction of the ramp.  

Final projects to complete the Wairau Valley Township Plan are the Entrance Signs and Loop Track. There 
are a number of areas to be ticked off with these projects before final sign off and these are currently being 
worked through. 

Construction drawings have been completed for the Renwick Domain Village Green and the schedule of 
works and costings are underway. Improvements to Renwick High Street are in discussion phase with NZTA 
with some final details on the proposed street trees being completed in the next month.  

The notified resource consent application for the Havelock Community Pathway did not receive any negative 
submissions. The next stage for this project is to update the community, start work on the construction 
drawings and apply for funding. 

Construction drawings for the new Wairau River picnic area at Spring Creek have been approved and work 
will start on a schedule of works and costings before the project is finally signed off. 
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In regards to Rai Valley, work is underway on a plan for developing some quick wins for the township ahead 
of a full Township Plan. There are plans for entrance signs to the village, improving safety across the bridge, 
wayfinding signage and a pocket park with interpretation signage. Members were advised that as far as 
progress on establishing a village green this is a watching brief at the moment and that Council’s Reserve 
Section is undertaking the work for this. 

Ms James noted that the draft township plan has been completed and the Ward community are really keen 
to get started. The small townships concept will be used to assist in progressing the work and further 
community consultation will be undertaken.  

A draft Township Plan for Canvastown has been completed and the plan has been approved by the 
community association. Quick win projects of building a miners hut, restoring the memorial are underway and 
a planting day during which further consultation with the community will occur.  

Clrs Brooks/Arbuckle:   
That the information be received. 
Carried 

ATTENDANCE: Clr Hope rejoined the meeting at 10.10 am during the following item. 

ATTENDANCE: Ms Sam Young, Council’s Regional Events Advisor, was present for the following item. 

PF&C-0719-27 Economic Development and Events Update  
 E100-001-01 

Council’s Regional Events Advisor, Sam Young, provided a powerpoint presentation to members (filed in 
CM Record No. 19168084).  

Members were advised that Feast Marlborough received funding through the Commercial Events Fund and 
a full accountability report will be submitted within three months of the event. Plans to set up a Trust are 
underway with Fiona Fenwick currently acting Chair. It was noted that Ms Fenwick is in talks with a number 
of people interested in becoming Trustees and it is anticipated that an initial board will be in place by 
August/September. In future the Trust will advertise for board members. 

It was noted that event organisers have met with members of the Guilin Chamber of Commerce (China) 
whose organisation brings tour groups to New Zealand. They are very interested in exploring ways in which 
they can be involved in the 2020 Feast Marlborough.  

It was noted that the Book Festival was very successful and the use of the ASB Theatre was a huge success 
with very positive feedback received from both presenters and attendees. Organisers have indicated that 
they will continue to use the ASB Theatre in future. 

Members were advised that there will be approximately 1400 dogs attending the Black Hawk National Dog 
Show. The organisers are really keen to get the public involved and are pricing tickets to encourage families 
to attend. The final scheduling is to be confirmed and once it is publicity for the event will ramp up.  

Ms Young advised that the event organisers have been overwhelmed by the acceptance of the event from 
the community and accommodation providers in particular. It is estimated that there is the potential for over 
2000 people to visit the region during the event. 

It was noted that the Marina 2 Marina is now being organised by Marlborough Events. Two new initiatives 
have been established, a 24km run on the Link Pathway from Anakiwa to Picton and a walk option of 13km 
to the Snout. Registrations have indicated that the Link Pathway is currently the most popular option with a 
lot of interest from people out of the region. 

Members were advised that the event will be zero waste. It was noted that more and more Marlborough 
events are being run as zero waste. Ms Young advised that a number of local businesses are supporting the 
event by providing discounts if participants bring in their race numbers when making a purchase. 

Ticket sales have opened for Garden Marlborough and the Butterfly Magic Event has sold out. The 
programme is available and tickets are selling extremely well. It was noted that the event has received 
Commercial Events Funding with a condition was that Garden Marlborough work with 
Destination Marlborough, this has been undertaken and is working really well. 
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Ms Young advised members that the main sponsor for the event, Rapaura Springs, are extremely positive 
and proud to be supporting the event and that this was an outstanding reflection on the quality and success 
of the Garden Marlborough event. 

In regards to the Tuia – Encounters 250 Ms Young advised that she has been appointed to the 
Communications and newly formed Operations Working Group. Various meetings are happening with 
stakeholders and noted that they met yesterday to discuss risk management, highlighting what potential 
issues there are and how they can be mitigated. It was noted that communication for the event will be 
ramping up as the event gets closer. 

The Regional Events Strategy 2020-23 is due for review at the end of 2019. Ms Young has met with 
stakeholders, the first draft will come back to the new Council for approval then will go out for public 
consultation. Advised that it is a long process but very much worth it. 

Members were advised that the first round of 2019/20 Commercial Events Fund will open Monday, 
19 August 2019. 

Clrs Arbuckle/Oddie:   
That the information be received. 
Carried 

PF&C-0719-28 Sister City Sub-Committee D050-001-S02 
The minutes of the Sister City Sub-Committee meeting held on 2 May 2019 were presented for ratification by 
the Committee. 

Clrs Hope/Taylor:   
That the Minutes of the Sister City Sub-Committee meeting held on 2 May 2019 be ratified. 
Carried 

PF&C-0719-29 Housing for Seniors Sub-Committee D050-001-H01 
The minutes of the Housing for Seniors Sub-Committee meeting held on 4 July 2019 were presented for 
ratification by the Committee. 

Clrs Brooks/Peters:   
That the minutes of the Housing for Seniors Sub-Committee meeting held on 4 July 2019 be ratified. 
Carried 

ATTENDANCE: Meeting adjourned at 10.26 am and resumed at 10.40 am 

ATTENDANCE: Ms Kaye McIlveney, Council’s Solicitor, was present for the following item. 

PF&C-0719-30 Climate Change Update E320-003-001 
Ms McIlveney advised members on the Local Government Leaders’ Climate Change Declaration which 
Council signed in 2017. The declaration acknowledged the importance and urgent need to address climate 
change and made specific commitments to promote walking, cycling, public transport and other low carbon 
transport options; improve resource efficiency and the health of homes, businesses and infrastructure; and 
support the reasonable use of renewable energy and the uptake of electric vehicles. 

Members were updated on the progress that Council has made in regards to these commitments. It was 
suggested that Council’s internal operations be reviewed with the view of identifying further opportunities for 
reducing Council’s environmental footprint. It was requested that an update on electric charging points within 
the region be circulated to Councillors. 

Members were advised that a working group has been established to co-ordinate Council’s response to 
climate change across council. The group will be tasked with keeping abreast of developments and ensuring 
Council is provided with the latest information on climate change and will advise on what actions are 
appropriate and assist staff in factoring in climate change into their work. 

It was proposed that an agenda item entitled Risk Assessment of Climate Change be added to the Audit & 
Risk Sub-Committee as a standard agenda. 
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It was noted that Council’s infrastructure strategy was held up as a good example of the identification of 
climate change issues and how council intends to address them. This was recently flagged at a SOLGM 
seminar. 

Clrs Brooks/Hope:   
That the report be received. 
Carried 

PF&C-0719-31 Financial Report for Council – Period Ended 
31 May 2019 F275-002-19 

Martin Fletcher, Chief Financial Officer presented Council’s financial report for the period ended 
31 May 2019. 

Members were advised that included in the report was a simplified Source and Disposition of Funds 
Statement showing movement in receipts, payments, borrowings and investments for the same period. 

The Income Statement reported an operating surplus of $9.39M for the year to date.  This is a $9.75M ahead 
of the $0.37M deficit budgeted. 

Total MDC income for the May year to date is ahead of budget by $5.12M (6%). 

Budgeted capital expenditure for the year is $102.94M including $31.68M of carryovers from the 2017-18 
financial year. Total capital expenditure of $43.83M for the eleven months year to date, this is $11.48M less 
than the same period last year ($55.31M) and less than budget by $52.91M. 

Mr Fletcher noted that the following updates – Total MDC Operating Income is now $6.2M, instead of $8.3M 
as noted in the Income and Expenditure Statement, this is a result of a correction in accounting treatments 
for the fit out of the Queen Street building. The Net Activity Expenditure is now $150k below budget from 
$1M, with the operating surplus now $7.2M. Total Net Capital Expenditure was $51M now dropped to $45M, 
this may be lifted. 

Clr Peters raised whether the surpluses could be split into core business areas. Mr Fletcher advised that 
Finance can make some provision for that and this will be discussed with the new council following October 
elections. 

Members were advised that there is likely to be deferrals and carryovers to 2019-2020 of approximately 
$18.59M. It was noted that the Lansdowne Sports Hub is progressing with final discussions underway, once 
agreement has been reached detailed design phase will occur and construction phase is likely to begin 
early 2020. 

It was noted that potentially $35.39M has been identified as a savings or projects have been rebudgeted into 
future years and these were noted in the agenda. 

Clrs Peters/Oddie: 
That the financial report for the period ended 31 May 2019 be received. 
Carried 

PF&C-0719-32 Information Package - 
Clrs Fitzpatrick/Dawson:   
That the Planning, Finance & Community Information Package dated 25 July 2019 be received and 
noted. 
Carried 
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PF&C-0719-33 Decision to Conduct Business with the Public 
Excluded - 

Clrs Arbuckle/Brooks:   
That the public be excluded from the following parts of the proceedings of this meeting, namely: 
- Sub-Committee Reports 
- Aquaculture Review Working Group 
The general subject of each matter to be considered while the public is excluded, the reason for 
passing this resolution in relation to each matter and the specific grounds under Section 48(1) of the 
Local Government Official Information and Meetings Act 1987 for the passing of this resolution are 
as follows: 

General subject of each matter 
to be considered 

Reason for passing this 
resolution in relation to each 
matter 

Ground(s) under Section 48(1) 
for the passing of this 
resolution 

Sub-Committee Reports As set out in the Minutes That the public conduct of the 
relevant part of the proceedings 
of the meeting would be likely 
to result in the disclosure of 
information for which good 
reason for withholding exists 
under Section 7 of the Local 
Government Official Information 
and Meetings Act 1987. 

Aquaculture Review Working 
Group 

To protect information which is 
subject to an obligation of 
confidence or which any person 
has been or could be compelled 
to provide under the authority 
of any enactment, where the 
making available of the 
information – (i) would be likely 
to prejudice the supply of 
similar information, or 
information from the same 
source, and it is in the public 
interest that such information 
should continue to be supplied; 
or (ii) would be likely otherwise 
to damage the public interest; 
as provided for under Section 
7(2)(c) 

That the public conduct of the 
relevant part of the proceedings 
of the meeting would be likely 
to result in the disclosure of 
information for which good 
reason for withholding exists 
under Section 7 of the Local 
Government Official Information 
and Meetings Act 1987. 

 
Carried 

 

The meeting closed at 12.12 pm. 

 

Record No: 19169096 
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