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Minutes of a Meeting of the  
PLANNING, FINANCE & COMMUNITY COMMITTEE  

held in the Council Chambers, 15 Seymour Street, Blenheim  
on THURSDAY, 2 MAY 2019 commencing at 8.30 am 

Present 
Clrs T E Hook (Chairperson), M A Peters, J L Andrews, J A Arbuckle, C J Brooks, B G Dawson (from 
8.51am), G A Hope, D D Oddie, N P Taylor and Mayor J C Leggett 

Also Present 
Clrs G I T Evans (from 8.34 am) and M J Fitzpatrick 

In Attendance 
Messrs M F Fletcher (Chief Financial Officer), D G Heiford (Manager, Economic, Community & Support 
Services), and Nicole Chauval (Committee Secretary) 

Apologies 
Clrs Hook/Arbuckle: 
That the apology for lateness from Clr B G Dawson be received and sustained. 

Carried 

PF&C-0519-367 Declaration of Interests - 
Clr Andrews declared an interest in Item 7 – Commercial Events Fund Sub-Committee (Rapaura Springs 
Garden Marlborough 2019) and Item 18 – Positive Aging 

ATTENDANCE: Mr Dale Webb, Chair and Cathie Bell, Trustee of the Marlborough Heritage Trust were 
present for the following item. 

PF&C-0519-368 Marlborough Heritage Trust - Update A200-002-10 

Mr Dale Webb and Ms Cathie Bell spoke to members on the activities of the Marlborough Heritage Trust for 
the previous 12 months. To highlight their report a powerpoint presentation was shown (presentation filed in CM Record 
No.1996893). 

Members were advised that the Trust has focused on infrastructure, relationships and engagement with the 
community. It was noted that security cameras and fire alarm systems have been installed at the 
Marlborough Museum and the Edwin Fox Ship and Visitor Centre. The Trust representatives and the 
Brayshaw Park Administrators group are currently working on issues around land and water management at 
Brayshaw Park.  

It was noted that the new Regional Collections Manager is working with other museums and groups 
regarding heritage plaques, embroidered panels, aviation history and Heritage Day events. There is also 
work being undertaken with the Marlborough Girls College on an internship programme and providing 
assistance to the Picton Seaport Trust. 

It was reported that the focus of the Trust going forward will be on consultation with stakeholders and the 
public on the Marlborough Heritage Trust’s strategy. Working through the Chaytor Memorial project, 
progressing the Echo mast riverside project and assisting with the completion of the film “Making 
Marlborough”. 

Following the presentation a video trailer of Making Marlborough, produced by Paul Davidson, was shown to 
members. 

Clrs Andrews/Oddie:   
That the information be received. 

Carried 
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ATTENDANCE: Ms Kaye McIlveney (Council’s Solicitor) and Mr Stuart Donaldson, (Council’s Planning & 
Development Engineer), were present for the following item. 

PF&C-0519-369 Climate Change E320-003-001 
Ms McIlveney advised that the purpose of the report is for the Committee to consider how climate change 
may impact on the 3 Waters activities. 

It was noted that the report is the second in the Climate Change Integrated Work Programme (the 
Programme) series and detailed how climate change is incorporated into the decisions made in the 
management of the 3 Waters activities. 

Members were advised that the Programme aims to inventory the data and information Council needs to 
make climate change related decisions.  It will assess each Activity Group as to the impacts that climate 
change may have on that activity, will ensure that climate change is being properly taken into account when 
relevant and that staff have the data/information they need to assess the impacts of climate change. 

It was noted that data collection is essential and it was queried where our relationship with Central 
Government was with regard to climate change and its mitigation. It was noted that it is early days in terms of 
Central Government aiding us in these sorts of decisions.  

Members were advised that Council’s Infrastructure Strategy lists some of the significant asset management 
challenges for 3 Waters and these were detailed in the agenda item. It was noted that building infrastructure 
to the latest standards and with the most suitable materials increases resilience to flood events and 
earthquakes. Council is prioritising the replacement of pipework and other assets made of older materials 
that are susceptible to natural hazards or have deteriorated more quickly than anticipated.  

It was reported that upgrades and new work are being designed to gain efficiencies in power use as well as 
cost. Council’s financial planning is another way to ensure recovery is as quick as possible from emergency 
events, ensuring there are reserves, flexible capital programmes and insurance to meet the expected losses. 

Members were advised that the next steps will be the further scientific study proposed for the Flood 
Protection & Control activity which will assist the 3 Waters, especially stormwater, in its forward planning. It 
was noted that a report on the Solid Waste Activity Group will be presented to the next Planning, Finance & 
Community Committee. 

Clrs Oddie/Hope:   
That the report be received. 

Carried 

ATTENDANCE: Mr Brad Olsen, Infometrics and Mr Neil Henry, Council’s Manager, Strategic & Economic 
Developer, were present for the following item. 

PF&C-0519-370 Economic Profile L225-09-06-01 
Brad Olsen from Infometrics provided members with a presentation on the Marlborough Economic Profile for 
2019. A powerpoint presentation was shown (presentation filed in CM Record No. 1997111). A link to the 2018 Annual 
Economic Profile Marlborough Region was contained in the agenda item (filed in CM Record No. 1997121). 

Noted that Brad Olsen will provide further information on the traffic flow data as information provided 
identified that it has increased by 8.1% compared to the national average of 2.7%.  

Members requested that separate information on the wine industry be provided in future reports. 

Clrs Dawson/Peters: 
That the information be received. 

Carried 
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ATTENDANCE: Ms Sam Young, Council’s Regional Events Advisor, was present for the following two items. 

PF&C-0519-371  Regional Events Update E100-000-10 
The report to the Committee provided an update on the activities of the economic development and 
commercial events team. To highlight this report a powerpoint presentation was shown (presentation filed in CM Record No. 
2997136). 

It was noted that another successful Forrest Graperide was held with a mountain bike option included this 
year which attracted approximately 100 riders and received very positive feedback. 

It was noted that numbers overall are slightly down on this time last year. Discussions are underway to 
ensure the event continues to retain and attract participants.  

The Yealands Classic Fighters Airshow was hugely successful with excellent attendances for the Friday and 
Saturday events. The event was called off Sunday afternoon due to weather which meant ticket holders did 
not receive a refund. This was noted on tickets. In response to a query Ms Young agreed to circulate 
attendance numbers for the 2017 Classic Fighters event to members. 

Members were updated on a number of other upcoming events and it was reported that Feast Marlborough 
will commence with a sold out gala feast held at Spy Valley Vines on Thursday 9 May. Ms Young advised 
that an alcohol licence has been issued for the Wynen Street pocket park with the extension that patrons 
may move about the event with alcohol. A licence has also been granted for Thomas’s. It was advised that 
the carpark building will be used in the event of rain. 

Members were advised that the Commercial Events Fund has indicated its support of the Feast Marlborough 
event with funding approved for 2019 and funding approval recommended for 2021 and 2022. Ms Young 
noted that organisers of the Feast event are to form a Trust which will assist the event moving forward. 

Members were updated on the upcoming Black Hawke Dog Show and it was noted that a further venue is 
being sort for the agility section of the show. Ms Young is in regular contact with the organisers. 

It was reported that the Ministry has appointed four regional event coordinators of the Tuia Encounters 250th. 
They will report directly to the Ministry but will work closely with all regional trusts. 

Ms Young advised that the Regional Events Strategy is being reviewed and a draft will be circulated to 
Councillors prior to being released for public consultation. 

Clrs Brooks/Taylor:   
That the information be received. 

Carried 

PF&C-0519-372  Commercial Events Fund Sub-Committee 
 E100-002-006-19 

The minutes of the Commercial Events Fund Sub-Committee meeting held on 21 March 2019 were 
presented for ratification by the Committee. 

Clrs Taylor/Fitzpatrick:   
That the Minutes of the Commercial Events Fund Sub-Committee meeting held on 21 March 2019 be 
ratified. 

Carried 
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PF&C-0519-373  Small Townships Programme Sub-Committee 
 D050-001-S03 

The minutes of the Small Townships Programme Sub-Committee meeting held on 4 April 2019 were 
presented for ratification by the Committee. 

Clrs Arbuckle/Brooks:   
That the Minutes of the Small Townships Programme Sub-Committee meeting held 4 April 2019 be 
ratified. 

Carried 

PF&C-0519-374 Housing for Seniors Sub-Committee  
 D050-001-H01 

The minutes of the Housing for Seniors Sub-Committee meeting held 28 March 2019 were presented for 
ratification by the Committee. 

Clrs Brooks/Andrews:   
That the Minutes of the Housing for Seniors Sub-Committee meeting held on 28 March 2019 be 
ratified. 

Carried 

ATTENDANCE: Meeting adjourned at 10.14 am and reconvened at 10.19 am 

ATTENDANCE: Mr Pere Hawes, Council’s Manager Environmental Policy was present for the following two 
items. 

PF&C-0519-375  National Planning Standards L225-NPS01 
The report to the Committee provided the National Planning Standards for RMA planning documents and 
highlighted potential implications of the standards on the Council’s planning documents. A link to the 
standards was included in the agenda item for members’ information. 

Members were advised that the National Planning Standards were released on 12 April 2019 and will have 
effect from 3 May 2019. It was noted that the PMEP must comply with the standards for structure, content 
and form within 10 years. Mr Hawes noted that the timeframe does allow a work programme to be 
implemented as the PMEP will have to be restructured and reformatted to achieve compliance with these 
standards. It was noted that the work programme will be presented to the Committee.  

It was noted that additional budget will be required to achieve compliance with the National Planning 
Standards.   

Members were advised that standard 14 sets out standard definitions that must be used in policy documents 
and plans. It was noted that definitions in the PMEP will have to be carefully reviewed, as will the provisions 
they are used in as the definitions are influential in determining how the provisions are applied.  

It was noted that Standard 16 requires electronic accessibility and ePlans to be compliant within one year 
and five years respectively. Council already has an ePlan so is in a relatively good place for complying with 
Standard 16 but it was suggested that an audit of compliance with Standard 16 should be undertaken as a 
priority given the timeframes. The results of the audit be reported back to the Committee. It was noted that 
this Council is only the second council in the country to have an ePlan. 

Clrs Oddie/Arbuckle:   
1. That the report be received. 

2. That an audit of compliance with Standard 16 be undertaken as a priority and that the results of 
the audit be reported back to the Committee.  

Carried 
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ATTENDANCE: Ms Emma Toy, Council’s Strategic Planner was present for the following item. 

PF&C-0519-376  National Policy Statement on Urban 
Development Capacity – Monitoring Report Q4 
2018 L225-09-06-01 

The purpose of the report was to provide the Committee with the National Policy Statement on Urban 
Development Capacity Monitoring Report for Quarter 4, 2018. The report was attached to the agenda for 
members’ information. 

Members were advised that due to issues with core data sources MBIE were unable to provide a full update 
on market indicators on their Urban Development Capacity dashboard this quarter. Dwelling rents and 
housing affordability indicators were the only dashboard measures reported on this quarter.  

Ms Toy advised that the average weekly rents in Marlborough increased by $24 per week and 152 building 
consents were issued for new dwellings in 2018. This brought the average number of consents over the past 
three years to 163 per annum.  

It was noted that the Ministry is conducting a workshop in June which will provide an opportunity to hear how 
other councils have fared with a report provided to the Committee. 

Clrs Oddie/Taylor:   
That the report be received. 

Carried 

PF&C-0519-377  Audit & Risk Sub-Committee D050-001-A05 
The minutes of the Audit & Risk Sub-Committee meeting held 26 March 2019 were presented for ratification 
by the Committee. 

Clr Peters/The Mayor:   
That the Minutes of the Audit & Risk Sub-Committee meeting held on 26 March 2019 be ratified. 

Carried 

PF&C-0519-378 Te Ao Maori Sub-Committee D050-001-T01 
The minutes of the Te Ao Maori Sub-Committee meeting held on 17 December 2018 and 4 April 2019 were 
presented for ratification by the Committee. 

Clrs Taylor/Hope:   
That the Minutes of the Te Ao Maori Sub-Committee meeting held on 17 December 2018 and 
4 April 2019 be ratified. 

Carried 

PF&C-0519-379 Sister City Sub-Committee D050-001-S02 
The Minutes of the Sister City Sub-Committee meeting held on 17 December 2018 and 11 February 2019 
were presented for ratification by the Committee. 

In response to a query on whether there will be student exchange to Japan Clr Hope advised that there was 
a Sister City Sub-Committee this afternoon where it will be discussed and a decision made on an exchange 
to Otari. 

Clrs Hope/Oddie: 
That the Minutes of the Sister City Sub-Committee meeting held on 17 December 2018 and 
11 February 2019 be ratified. 

Carried 
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PF&C-0519-380  EES Loan Rates – Fees F270-07-11 
The report to the Committee provided information on the outcome of consultation on the proposed Energy 
Efficiency Scheme (EES) Fees Increase. 

Members were aware that in February this year Council approved for consultation an administration fee 
increase and the introduction of an early repayment fee for the energy efficiency scheme.  Council also 
approved an annual increase of both fees by the amount of the CPI wage increase. 

The proposed increase was advertised on Council’s website and in the Marlborough Mid-week on 14 and 
21 March 2019 with no submissions being received. 

Clrs Peters/Brooks 
That Council: 

1. approve the increase in the administration fee from $115.00 to $140.00 (incl GST) effective from 
1 July 2019; and 

2. approve the introduction of an early repayment fee of $115.00 including GST effective 
immediately. 

3. Note that Council has already approved the annual increase of fees by the CPI wage increase.  

Carried 

PF&C-0519-381  Financial Report for Council – Period Ended 31 
March 2019 F275-002-19 

Martin Fletcher, Chief Financial Officer, presented Council’s financial report for the period ended 
31 March 2019. 

Members were advised that included in the report was a simplified Source and Disposition of Funds 
Statement showing movement in receipts, payments, borrowings and investments for the same period. 

The Income Statement reported an operating surplus of $8.53M for the year to date.  This is a $6.95M ahead 
of the $1.58M surplus budgeted. Total operating expenditure is less than budget by $2.11M (3%).  

Total MDC income for the March year to date is ahead of budget by $4.84M (6%). 

Budgeted capital expenditure for the year is $102.94M including $31.68M of carryovers from the 2017-18 
financial year. Net capital expenditure of $31.59M for the nine months year to date, this is $8.81M less than 
the same period last year ($40.4M) and less than budget by $48.35M. It was noted that as part of the 
Financial Strategy in the 2018-28 LTP Council limited the dollar value to be financed to approximately $60M 
per annum. The current year end forecast of $51.48M fits within the $60M fiscal envelope approved by 
Council. 

Members were advised that there is likely to be deferrals and carryovers to 2019-2020 of approximately 
$13.57M these were detailed in the agenda item. 

It was noted that potentially $34.81M has been identified as a savings or projects have been rebudgeted into 
future years and these were noted in the agenda. 

Clrs Peters/Oddie:   
That the financial report for the period ended 31 March 2019 be received. 

Carried 
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ATTENDANCE: Ms Lyne Reeves, Council’s Community Development Advisor was present for the following 
two items. 

PF&C-0519-382  MDC Youth Council Plan 2019 C150-002-08-01 
Members were advised that the purpose of the report was to advise Council on the Youth Plan for 2019 as 
put forward by the Marlborough Youth Council. 

It was noted that a copy of the 2019 plan approved by the Youth Council was attached to the agenda for 
members’ information. 

It was reported that the plan is in place for a calendar year and the Youth Council works towards achieving 
the actions in each of the identified areas. The items are then reviewed at the end of the year and reported to 
Council. This year’s Youth Council intends to continue with a focus on governance and leadership skill 
development.  Youth Council members have the opportunity to chair Youth Council meetings and leadership 
training and team building skill development has been included in the programme for the year. Further key 
focus areas were detailed in the report. 

It was noted that the development of the Youth Plan gives the Youth Council targets for activities and 
initiatives they wish to focus on to increase service provision, information and knowledge for young people in 
Marlborough.  The Youth Council will be involved in all aspects of implementation of this plan including 
decision making in relation to any funding requests. 

A full report of achievements will be provided at the end of 2019. 

Members were advised that the Youth Centre is scheduled to open on 8 June 2019 and a date will be 
confirmed for members to undertake a visit prior to the official opening. 

Clrs Taylor/Andrews: 
That the information be received. 

Carried 

PF&C-0519-383  Positive Aging C150-002-012-02 
The report to the Committee provided Council with options to consider for review of the Positive Ageing 
Accord. 

Members were advised that the Positive Ageing Accord has now come to the end of its current term.  It was 
noted that the ageing demographic will have a significant impact on the Marlborough community in many 
areas such as housing, accessibility, transport, workforce, ratepayer base, health services.  It was noted that 
Council needs to consider how best to update its strategic approach to this issue and the following three 
options were put forward for consideration - Renew the current Positive Ageing Accord and update with 
current actions; Develop a new Positive Ageing Strategy modelled on the NZ Positive Ageing Strategy - not 
expected to be completed until later this year; Develop an Age-Friendly Plan under the Who Age-Friendly 
Model.  

Following discussion it was proposed that using the Age-friendly Community model would provide the best 
outcome for wide engagement and community buy in. 

Clrs Fitzpatrick/Arbuckle: 
1. That Council agrees to explore the WHO Age-Friendly Community model for development of a 

multi-agency strategy for an ageing population.   

2. That staff prepare a project plan and timeline including budget requirements for Council’s 
consideration. 

Carried 
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PF&C-0519-384 Information Package - 
Clrs Arbuckle/Peters:   
That the Planning, Finance & Community Information Package dated 2 May 2019 be received and 
noted. 

Carried 

PF&C-0519-385  Decision to Conduct Business with the Public 
Excluded - 

Clrs Arbuckle/Taylor:   
That the public be excluded from the following parts of the proceedings of this meeting, namely: 
- Sub-Committee Minutes (Public Excluded Section) 
- Community Events Contract 

The general subject of each matter to be considered while the public is excluded, the reason for 
passing this resolution in relation to each matter and the specific grounds under Section 48(1) of the 
Local Government Official Information and Meetings Act 1987 for the passing of this resolution are 
as follows: 

General Subject of each 
matter to be considered 

Reason for passing this 
resolution in relation to 
each matter 

Ground(s) under Section 48(1) for 
the passing of this resolution 

Sub-Committee Reports As set out in the Minutes  That the public conduct of the 
relevant part of the proceedings of 
the meeting would be likely to result 
in the disclosure of information for 
which good reason for withholding 
exists under Section 7 of the Local 
Government Official Information 
and Meetings Act 1987. 

Community Events 
Fund Contract 

To enable the Council, as 
holder of the information, 
to carry on, without 
prejudice or 
disadvantage, 
negotiations (including 
commercial and industrial 
negotiations) as provided 
for under Section 7(2)(i). 

That the public conduct of the 
relevant part of the proceedings of 
the meeting would be likely to result 
in the disclosure of information for 
which good reason for withholding 
exists under Section 7 of the Local 
Government Official Information and 
Meetings Act 1987. 

Carried 

 

The meeting closed at 11.11 am. 

 

Record No: 1997537 
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