
  
 

MARLBOROUGH DISTRICT COUNCIL 
15 SEYMOUR STREET 
PO BOX 443, BLENHEIM 7240 
NEW ZEALAND 

TELEPHONE (0064) 3 520 7400 
FACSIMILE    (0064) 3 520 7496 
EMAIL mdc@marlborough.govt.nz 
WEB www.marlborough.govt.nz 

 

 

 
6 March 2020  
 Record No: 2041793 

File Ref: D050-001-E01 
Ask For: Nicole Chauval 

 

Notice of Committee Meeting – Thursday 12 March 2020 
A meeting of the Environment Committee will be held in the Council Chambers, District Council 
Administration Building, 15 Seymour Street, Blenheim on Thursday, 12 March 2020 commencing at 
9.00 am. 

BUSINESS 
As per Agenda attached. 

MARK WHEELER 
CHIEF EXECUTIVE 



 

 

Meeting of the ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE  
to be held in the Council Chambers, District Administration Building, Seymour Street, 

on THURSDAY, 12 MARCH 2020  commencing at 9.00 am 

Committee Mayor J C Leggett (Chairperson) 
 Clr D D Oddie (Deputy) 

Clr G A Hope (Deputy) 
Clr J A Arbuckle 
Clr J D N Croad 
Clr B A Faulls 
Clr T P Sowman 
Iwi Representative (to be advised) 
Mr E R Beech (Rural representative) 

 

Departmental Head Mr H Versteegh (Environmental Science and Policy Group 
Manager) and Ms G Ferguson (Consents and Compliance Group 
Manager) 

Staff Nicole Chauval (Committee Secretary) 

 

  

In Public Page 

1. Apologies ........................................................................................................................................ 1 
2. Declaration of Interests .................................................................................................................. 1 
3. Resource Hearing Commissioner Decisions  ................................................................................ 2 
4. Climate presentation by Rob Agnew, Scientist, Plant and Food Research ................................... 3 
3. Adoption of Climate Change Action Plan 2020 .............................................................................. 4 
5. Te Whanau Hou Grovetown Lagoon Incorporated Society Council Representative ...................15 
6. Establishment of an Environment Grant Fund .............................................................................17 
7. Significant Natural Areas Working Group Council Representatives ............................................21 
8. Managing the Biosecurity Threat of Mediterranean Fanworm .....................................................22 
9. Wilding Conifer Management in Marlborough - an update ..........................................................24 
10. Chilean Needle Grass Management in Marlborough – an update ...............................................26 
11. Financial Support for the Chilean Needle Grass Action Group ...................................................28 
12. Revised Trace Elements (Heavy Metals) Background Concentrations for the Marlborough 

District ..........................................................................................................................................31 
13. Road Name Request - DeLuxe Property Group Limited ..............................................................35 
14. Food Act 2014 Update on Verification Services ..........................................................................45 
15. Animal Control Sub-Committee ....................................................................................................47 
16. Information Package ....................................................................................................................54 
 



 

Environment - 12 March 2020 - Page 1 

1. Apologies 
No apologies received. 

2. Declaration of Interests 
Members are reminded of the need to be vigilant to stand aside from decision-making when a 
conflict arises between their role as a member and any private or other external interest they might 
have. 
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3. Resource Hearing Commissioner Decisions 
(also refer to separate attachment) 

Resource Hearing Commissioner Hearings held on 30 October 2019 (U190250), 12 November 2019 
(U180215) and 14 January 2020 (U190713)  

Full copies of the Decisions are separately attached to the Agenda. 

A summary of these Decisions follows: 

Schedule of Resource Hearing Commissioner Decisions 
Pages Date Subject Decision 
1 - 16 30 October 2019 Chris Thornley - Application for 

Resource Consent - Land Use 
(Activity) - 70 Old Renwick Road, 
Blenheim (U190250) 

GRANTED  
Land Use (Activity) to establish and operate a childcare 
centre that will cater to up to 105 children on Lot 101 
DP 519274. 

17 - 30 12 November 2019 L J Holt Limited - Section 136 
Transfer of Extraction Point - Water 
Permit - 4675 State Highway 63, 
Wairau Valley (U180215) 

DECLINED  
Section 136 Transfer of Extraction Point of Resource 
Consent U180215 to change the abstraction site of 
U180215 from Grid Reference 1625735E 5390954N to 
a proposed intake at approximately Grid Reference 
1624527E 5390420N. 

31 - 53 14 January 2020 Murphys Developments Marlborough 
Limited - Application for Resource 
Consent - Subdivision (Allotment 
Creation) and Land Use (Building) - 
22 Beaver Road, Blenheim 
(U190713) 

GRANTED  
Subdivision (Allotment Creation) and Land Use 
(Building) to subdivide Lot 2 DP 2431 into three 
allotments to undertake an integrated residential 
development to build three two-bedroom dwellings on 
Lot 2 DP 2431. 
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4. Climate presentation by Rob Agnew, Scientist, Plant and 
Food Research 

(Mayor Leggett) E320-001 

Purpose of report  
1. To update Council on 2019 Climate records from the Marlborough Research Centre 

RECOMMENDATION  
That the information be received. 

Background/Context  
2. Blenheim’s official Climate site is situated at the Marlborough Research Centre facility at 

Grovetown Park, just north of the Ōpaoa River Bridge. Climate records from this and two previous 
sites in Parker Street, allow analysis of Climate back to the 1930’s.   Scientist Rob Agnew is in 
charge of the record keeping, and reporting on Marlborough Climate figures and trends. 

Presentation 
Rob Agnew will give a short presentation on last year’s climate figures, and comment on climate trends at 
the Blenheim Climate station.  (15 minutes). 

 

Author Val Wadsworth, Environmental Scientist - Hydrology 

Authoriser Alan Johnson, Environmental Scientist - Hydrology 
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3. Adoption of Climate Change Action Plan 2020 
(Clr Oddie) E320-003-001 

Purpose of report  
1. To adopt the Marlborough District Council Climate Change Action Plan 2020. 

Executive Summary  
2. The Marlborough District Council has been addressing the impact of climate change for many 

years.  Council is a signatory and is committed to the Local Government Leaders of New Zealand 
(LGNZ) Climate Change Declaration of 2017, which commits Council to various actions related to 
addressing climate change.  A summary of the actions Council is already taking to address climate 
change can be found on the Council website in the ‘Climate Change’ section.   

3. With the release of the Climate Change (Carbon Zero) Amendment Act 2019, and the Proposed 
Marlborough Environment Plan (PMEP), it is now appropriate to present a Climate Change Action 
Plan relating to Council’s operations for formal adoption. 

RECOMMENDATION 
That Council adopt the Marlborough District Council Climate Change Action Plan 2020 attached in 
Attachment 1. 

Background/Context  
4. Council has a Climate Change Integrated Work Programme to inventory the data and information 

Council needs to make climate change related decisions.  The programme: 

a) Assesses each Activity Group as to the impacts that climate change may have on that 
activity 

b) Ensures that climate change is being properly taken into account when relevant  

c) Ensures that staff have the data/information they need to assess the impacts of climate 
change. 

5. Reports on various Activity Groups of Council have been presented to the Planning, Finance and 
Community Committee, which have addressed the Climate Change Integrated Work Programme 
objectives listed above. 

6. In mid-2019, a cross functional working group of staff was formed to ensure all areas of Council 
were represented in any discussions and analysis of climate change matters. 

7. The Climate Change Working Group comprises senior members of the Assets and Services, 
Policy, Science and Monitoring, Legal and Records areas of Council. 

8. The Climate Change Working Group identified that one of Council’s first tasks relating to climate 
change, was to prepare a Climate Change Action Plan for Council.  Refer Attachment 1. 

9. Research was carried out on what other Council’s had prepared in terms of Climate Change Action 
Plans, and the attached plan was prepared which took into account national objectives as well as 
objectives specific to Marlborough to address climate change. 

https://www.marlborough.govt.nz/environment/climate/climate-change
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10. The Climate Change Action Plan is designed to set goals and measurable targets for Council to 
strive towards to help New Zealand to achieve its emission reduction goals set out in the Climate 
Change (Carbon Zero) Amendment Act 2019, and also address long term adaptation requirements 
for the Marlborough region.  It is also designed to align with goals relating to climate change which 
are noted in Council’s Infrastructure Strategy and Asset Management Plans. 

11. As projects identified in the Climate Change Action Plan are instigated, more quantifiable measures 
will be able to be produced to report on actions taken by Council staff in these projects as they 
progress. 

Option One (Recommended Option)   
12. Council adopts the Marlborough District Council Climate Change Action Plan 2020.  

Advantages  
13. Provides a focal point for Council to measure and reduce over time its emissions in relation to its 

operations. 

14. Provides a focal point for Council to develop adaptation options relating to the effects that climate 
change will have on the Marlborough region and Council assets. 

15. Provides a document the public can refer to and measure Council performance against in relation 
to climate change. 

Disadvantages 
16. Higher costs for Council and ratepayers in terms of addressing climate change.  There are 

significant additional costs expected to be required to undertake adaptation work on projects.  E.g. 
raising stop bank levels 

Option Two – Status Quo 

17. Council does not adopt a Climate Change Action Plan. 

Advantages 
18. Less cost to Council and ratepayers as no goals and targets are set for Council to strive towards. 

Disadvantages 
19. No goals or targets for Council and the public to measure our performance by. 

20. There are legal requirements on Council to address climate change 

21. Failure to adapt to climate change with resultant risk to significant Council assets and the 
Marlborough Community 

Next steps 
22. If adopted, Council will implement the Marlborough District Council Climate Change Action Plan 

2020 once ratified at the next full Council meeting. 

Attachment 
Attachment 1  Marlborough District Council Climate Change Action Plan 2020  Page [6] 

Author Richard Coningham, Manager Assets and Services, Chair MDC Staff Climate Change 
Working Group 

Authoriser Mark Wheeler, CEO 
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Attachment 1 

Environment Committee 2020 
 

Goals Focus Areas Actions (2019-2021) Resources Actions 2021-2024 Actions 2024+ 
1. Council contributes 

to NZ’s efforts to 
reduce greenhouse 
gas emissions 
(including net 
carbon emissions). 

(a) Contribute to the 
reduction of 
emissions as 
directed by the 
Climate Change 
(Carbon Zero) 
Amendment Act 
2019, emissions 
budgets and 
other applicable 
regulation. 

(i) Undertake a baseline inventory of 
Council emissions by end of 2020; 
and the regular monitoring of 
Council’s greenhouse gas 
emissions. 

$ Regular monitoring of 
emissions and review 
targets. 

Regular monitoring of 
emissions and review 
targets. 

(ii) Identify and prioritise activtiies to 
reduce emissions from Council 
offices (e.g. refrigeration emissions 
from air-conditioning, reduce travel 
by holding virtual meetings, 
working from home etc), Council 
operations (e.g. methane from 
landfill) and Council vehicle fleets. 

Staff time Implement emissions 
reduction programme. 

Implement and review 
emissions reduction 
programme. 

(iii) Assist the private sector to provide 
a higher number of strategically 
located electric vehicle charging 
stations and electric bike 
docks/charging stations across the 
district. 
 
Continue to increase the number 
of plug-in hybrid vehicles in 
Council’s fleet and investigate use 
of electric vehicles. 

Staff time 

$ 

Investigate opportunities to 
transition the majority of 
Council’s fleet away from 
fossil fuels (i.e. replace with 
plug-in hybrid and electric 
vehicles). 

 

Transition the majority 
of Council’s fleet 
away from fossil fuels 
(i.e. replace with plug-
in hybrid and electric 
vehicles). 

(iv) Review Council’s Procurement 
Policy to include consideration of 
emissions as a factor. 

Staff time Implement reviewed 
Procurement Policy. 

Further review 
Procurement Policy. 

(v) Continue to invest in forest 
plantations and participate in the 

BAU Continue to invest in forest 
plantations and participate 

Continue to invest in 
forest plantations and 
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Goals Focus Areas Actions (2019-2021) Resources Actions 2021-2024 Actions 2024+ 
Emissions Trading Scheme 
programme.  Explore opportunities 
to undertake carbon sequestration 
planting on Council land. 

in the ETS programme.  
Explore opportunities to 
plant carbon forests on 
Council land (e.g. river 
berm land). 

participate in the ETS 
programme.  Explore 
opportunities to plant 
carbon forests on 
Council land (e.g. 
river berm land). 

(vi) Continue to work with communities 
to develop catchment care 
programmes (e.g. riparian margin 
restoration, habitat enhancement, 
land stability, planting in Council 
parks & reserves and within 
roading corridors), to sequester 
carbon in conjunction with the 
Indigenous Biodiversity National 
Policy Statement (once in force). 

BAU Continue to work with 
communities on catchment 
care and biodiverstiy 
programmes. 

Continue to work with 
communities on 
catchment care and 
biodiverstiy 
programmes. 

(vii) Continue to support landowner 
applications to the government’s 
Billion Trees fund (and other 
relevant funds). 

BAU Continue to support 
landowner applications to 
the government’s Billion 
Trees fund (and other 
relevant funds). 

Continue to support 
landowner 
applications to the 
government’s Billion 
Trees fund (and other 
relevant funds). 

(viii) Investigate energy efficient design 
and renewable energy options for 
Council buildings. 

$ Implement energy 
efficiency and renewable 
energy generation actions 
(e.g. solar panels on 
Council’s buildings).  

Monitor technology 
developments for 
improvements to 
energy efficiency and 
implement these 
where feasible. 

(ix) Continue to develop Council’s 
Waste Management & 
Minimisation Plan to reduce total 
waste to landfill (including 
promotion of the circular economy, 
education, service changes, etc). 

$ Develop further 
programmes to support 
waste reduction. 

Develop further 
programmes to 
support waste 
reduction. 

(x) Investigate options for reducing Staff time Review programmes for 
reducing green waste to 

Implement 
programmes for 
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Goals Focus Areas Actions (2019-2021) Resources Actions 2021-2024 Actions 2024+ 
green waste to landfills. landfills and composting. reducing green waste 

to landfills and 
composting. 

(b) Council decisions 
for planning and 
infrastructure 
design supports 
private individuals 
and businesses 
to reduce their 
emissions by 
80% by 2050. 

Targets are 
based on Zero 
Carbon Act and 
will be adjusted if 
necessary to 
meet the 
legislation. 

(i) Collaborate with central 
government initiatives for 
incentivising: 

(a) low carbon footprint buildings; 

(b) highly energy efficient 
buildings; 

(c) renewable energy use in 
buildings; 

(d) reductions in refrigeration 
emissions from air conditioning 
and disposal of refrigerants; 

(e) enhanced urban/subdivision 
design. 

Staff time Implement preferred 
options. 

Implement preferred 
options. 

(ii) Through the Marlborough 
Environment Plan (MEP) and other 
means, continue to explore 
housing intensification to reduce 
the need for car travel.  

$ Implement the MEP. Review and 
implement the MEP. 

(iii) Investigate options for further 
promoting the Warmer Homes 
programme. 

Staff time Support & promote the 
Warmer Homes 
programme. 

Support & promote 
the Warmer Homes 
programme. 

(iv) Review renewable energy 
generation provisions in the MEP. 

BAU Planning documents enable 
renewable energy 
generation. 

Planning documents 
enable renewable 
energy generation. 
 

(c) Year on year, use 
of alternative 
modes of 
transport 
increases, 

(i) Through the Regional Land 
Transport Plan, and in conjunction 
with NZTA, investigate options for 
increasing use of public transport 
(where this will provide the best 

BAU Implement action plan to 
increase public transport 
use. 

Implement action plan 
to increase public 
transport use. 
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Goals Focus Areas Actions (2019-2021) Resources Actions 2021-2024 Actions 2024+ 
whereas use of 
single-occupancy 
internal 
combustion 
engine vehicles 
on Marlborough 
roads declines. 

outcome) and prepare action plan 
to increase public transport use. 

(ii) Investigate ways to incentivise use 
of alternative transport modes, 
such as ride sharing and EVs. 

Staff time Investigate ways to 
incentivise use of 
alternative transport 
modes, such as ride 
sharing and EVs. 

Investigate ways to 
incentivise use of 
alternative transport 
modes, such as ride 
sharing and EVs. 

(d) Use of active 
transport (e.g. 
walking, cycling 
etc) as a form of 
transportation 
increases year on 
year. 

(iii) Through the Regional Land 
Transport Plan, continue 
investment in new and 
(maintenance of) existing active 
transport networks. 

BAU Increased investment in 
new and maintenance of 
active transport networks.  
Impediments to use of 
network are steadily 
removed. 

Increased investment 
in new and 
maintenance of active 
transport networks. 

(iv) Through the MEP and 
implementation of the Bike/Walk 
strategy, implement requirements 
on new developments to provide 
for active transport. 

BAU Effectiveness of provisions 
are monitored and 
reviewed as necessary. 

Effectiveness of 
provisions are 
monitored and 
reviewed as 
necessary. 

(v) In conjunction with central 
government and local agencies, 
fund infrastructure programmes 
and activities that support 
increased use of active transport 
network. 

$ Fund active transport 
infrastructure programmes 
and activities. 

Fund active transport 
infrastructure 
programmes and 
activities. 

Continue to seek and obtain co-funding 
for active transport network 
development and maintenance. 

BAU Continue to seek and 
obtain co-funding for active 
transport network 
development and 
maintenance. 

Continue to seek and 
obtain co-funding for 
active transport 
network development 
and maintenance. 

2. Marlborough 
District becomes 
more resilient to the 
impacts of climate 
change. 

(a) Progressively 
improve network 
infrastructure 
resilience to 
climate change 
risks across all 

(i) Prepare infrastructure risk and 
resilience assessment Asset 
Management Plans (AMPs) 
identifying critical infrastructure 
(i.e. water supply sources, 
stormwater, wastewater, 

BAU AMPs account for climate 
change risks, uncertainty, 
and resilience for the entire 
life of current and future 
infrastructure (i.e. future 
proof design).  All assets 

Implementation of 
AMPs through 
network development 
projects. 

Funding obtained 



Environment - 12 March 2020 - Page 10 

Goals Focus Areas Actions (2019-2021) Resources Actions 2021-2024 Actions 2024+ 
Council networks. transportation, and solid waste) 

and their vulnerability to natural 
hazards and climate change.  The 
plans will also identify what 
infrastructure will become 
redundant. 

should be assessed for 
climate change risks at 
their proposed location, 
before decisions on siting 
of a new asset/replacement 
of existing assets are 
made. 

Funding for repair or 
replacement of network 
infrastructure incorporates 
accounting for climate 
change risks and resilience. 

through future plans. 

(ii) Review Council’s policy on 
emergency funds, to ensure it 
anticipates repair/replacement and 
relocation costs that factor in 
climate change risks (”build back 
better”). 
 
Investigate the potential funding 
requirements of implementing this 
policy. 

Staff time The Long Term Plan 2021-
2031 incorporates 
emergency funds that 
anticipate 
repair/replacement/ 
relocation costs that factor 
in climate change risks. 

Funding maintained 
or increased as risks 
increase. 

(b) New coastal 
development and 
infrastructure 
accounts for 
climate change 
risks, including 
sea level rise. 

(i) Develop a coastal hazard plan 
including consideration of the 
extent of the risks, options, and 
regulatory responses for 
adaptation, relocation, coastal 
structures etc.  

BAU Develop a coastal hazard 
plan. 

Implement the coastal 
hazard plan. 

(ii) Regulatory activities (resource and 
building consenting) continue to 
account for sea level rise based on 
the MEP provisions and the latest 
MfE Guidance. 

BAU Regulatory activities 
(resource and building 
consenting) continue to 
account for sea level rise 
based on latest MfE 
Guidance. 

Regulatory activities 
(resource and building 
consenting) continue 
to account for sea 
level rise based on 
latest MfE Guidance. 
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Goals Focus Areas Actions (2019-2021) Resources Actions 2021-2024 Actions 2024+ 
(iii) Undertake and support national 

initiatives to undertake mapping of 
the coastal margins. 

$ Undertake mapping Update mapping 

(iv) Use the Dynamic Adaptive 
Pathways Planning  (DAPP) and 
other appropriate tools in decision-
making where appropriate. 

BAU Use DAPP and other tools Use DAPP and other 
tools 

(c) Ecological 
adaptation to 
climate change is 
taken into 
account when 
making decisions. 

(i) Review options for how Council 
can be more agile and responsive 
to increased biosecurity risks 
(including marine pathway 
biosecurity risks) and pest 
management requirements, in 
response to the changing climate; 
including through the Regional 
Pest Management Strategy. 

Staff time Implement new options for 
biosecurity and pest 
management. 

Implement new 
options for biosecurity 
and pest 
management. 

(ii) Continue to support the 
Marlborough Environment Awards 
and seek opportunities to 
recognise climate change 
initiatives through the Awards. 

BAU Seek opportunities to 
recognise climate change 
initiatives through the 
Marlborough Environment 
Awards. 

Seek opportunities to 
recognise climate 
change initiatives 
through the 
Marlborough 
Environment Awards. 

3. The Marlborough 
community is 
informed of climate 
change actions and 
options for 
response. 

(a) Council leads the 
establishment of 
a climate change 
forum. 

(i) Encourage community 
collaboration and active 
involvement with the Forum 

Staff time Establish and lead Forum. Establish and lead 
Forum. 

(b) Encourage 
private adaptation 
and business 
adaptation to 
climate change 
by providing clear 
and applicable 
information. 

(i) Obtain updated information on 
local climate impacts and collate 
and publicise relevant information. 

BAU Ongoing information gathering 
and publication. 

Ongoing information 
gathering and 
publication. 

(ii) Maintain Council’s website climate 
change pages with relevant and 
up-to-date information on local 
impacts, options for Council and 
private mitigation, and Council’s 

Staff time Website maintenance and 
updates. 

Website maintenance 
and updates. 
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Goals Focus Areas Actions (2019-2021) Resources Actions 2021-2024 Actions 2024+ 
adaptation options and responses. 

(iii) Incentivise and support ideas for 
innovation from the community 

$ Incentivise and support ideas 
for innovation from the 
community. 

Incentivise and support 
ideas for innovation from 
the community. 

(iv) Continue to implement the Climate 
Change Integrated Work 
Programme. 

BAU Continue to implement the 
Climate Change Integrated 
Work Programme. 

Continue to implement 
the Climate Change 
Integrated Work 
Programme. 

4. Council shows clear 
leadership on 
climate change 
issues. 

(a) Council’s elected 
representatives 
demonstrate 
regional 
leadership. 

(i) Promotion of innovations, changes 
and initiatives that individuals and 
businesses can take to reduce 
emissions, benefit from climate 
changes and improve resilience. 

$ Promotion of innovations, 
changes and initiatives that 
individuals and businesses 
can take to reduce emissions, 
benefit from climate changes 
and improve resilience. 

Promotion of 
innovations, changes 
and initiatives that 
individuals and 
businesses can take to 
reduce emissions, 
benefit from climate 
changes and improve 
resilience. 

(ii) Liaison and collaboration with local 
government agencies, iwi, central 
government and others to provide 
clear and consistent messaging 
and and directions for change. 

Staff time Liaison and collaboration with 
local government agencies, 
iwi, central government and 
others to provide clear and 
consistent messaging and 
directions for change. 

Liaison and 
collaboration with local 
government agencies, 
iwi, central government 
and others to provide 
clear and consistent 
messaging and 
directions for change. 

(b) Council’s staff 
work 
collaboratively to 
implement the 
Climate Change 
Action Plan. 

(i) Formation of a Climate Change 
Working Group comprising staff 
across Council to champion 
implementation of this plan which 
is supported by Council 
management and Councillors 

Staff time Climate Change Working 
Group continues to champion 
implementation of this Action 
Plan 

Climate Change 
Working Group 
continues to champion 
implementation of this 
Action Plan 

(c) Decisions of 
Council consider 
the implications 

(i) Include assumptions for climate 
change in the Long Term Plan, 
including provision for uncertainty, 

Staff time Include assumptions for 
climate change in the Long 
Term Plan, including provision 
for uncertainty, based on the 

Include assumptions for 
climate change in the 
Long Term Plan, 
including provision for 
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Goals Focus Areas Actions (2019-2021) Resources Actions 2021-2024 Actions 2024+ 
of climate change 
for current and 
future 
generations. 

based on latest scientific evidence 
from the Intergovernmental Panel 
on Climate Change (IPCC). 

latest scientific evidence. uncertainty, based on 
latest scientific 
evidence. 

(ii) Incorporate funding provision in 
the Long Term Plan to implement 
this Action Plan. 

BAU Incorporate funding provision 
in the Long Term Plan to 
implement this Action Plan. 

Incorporate funding 
provision in the Long 
Term Plan to implement 
this Action Plan. 

(iii) Develop an internal staff policy for 
guiding and informing agenda 
items, reports and projects. 

BAU Review and monitor 
implementation of the policy. 

Review and monitor 
implementation of the 
policy. 

(d) Council reports 
on its progressive 
implementation of 
this Action Plan. 

(i) Reporting on progress towards 
targets of this Action Plan is 
included in Council’s Annual 
Report. 

BAU Annual reporting. Annual reporting. 

 

Record No.  2012472 
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Summary of decision-making considerations 

Fit with purpose of local government 

The adoption of the Climate Change Action Plan 2020, confirms Council’s commitment to addressing 
climate change in the region and contributing to New Zealand’s overall goals relating to climate change  

Fit with Council policies and strategies 

 Contributes Detracts Not applicable 

LTP / Annual Plan  □ □ 

Financial Strategy  □ □ 

Infrastructure Strategy  □ □ 

Social well-being  □ □ 

Economic development □ □  

Environment & RMA Plans  □ □ 

Arts & Culture □ □  

3 Waters  □ □ 

Land transport   □ □ 

Parks and reserves  □ □ 

This proposal contributes to a number of categories across Council as climate change affects almost 
every area of Council. 

Nature of the decision to be made 
The options in this item do not involve a significant decision in relation to land or a body of water. 

Financial considerations 
As projects identified in the Climate Change Action Plan are implemented, costs will able to be quantified 
and will be reported through the standard processes for authorisation to proceed.  

Significance  

The decision is considered of low significance under Council’s Significance and Engagement Policy.  
Engagement 
As projects identified in the Climate Change Action Plan are implemented, communications plans will be 
developed to keep the community informed of progress 
Risks: Legal / Health & Safety etc 
There are no known significant risks or legal implications. 

Climate Change Implications 
The Marlborough District Council Climate Change Action Plan 2020 will be used to help Council achieve 
its goals relating to climate change. 
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5. Te Whanau Hou Grovetown Lagoon Incorporated Society 
Council Representative 

(Clr Hope) C230-001-GO1-02 

Purpose of report 
1. To appoint a Council representative to the executive of the Te Whanau Hou Grovetown Lagoon 

Incorporated Society. 

Executive Summary  
2. Te Whanau Hou Grovetown Lagoon Incorporated Society has a primary objective to protect and 

develop the Grovetown Lagoon and its natural waterways. 

3. The executive of the Society is made up of foundation members from the Department of 
Conservation, Council and iwi, including Rangitane, Ngati Rarua and Ngati Toa. 

4. Council is required to appoint an elected Councillor to the executive of the organisation.  Clr Brooks 
has been the Council executive representative on the society for the last term of Council. 

RECOMMENDATION 
That Council appoint Clr Brooks as the representative on the Grovetown Lagoon Incorporated 
Society. 

Background/Context  
5. The Grovetown Lagoon is an oxbow loop of the Wairau River.  While it is quite highly modified, it is 

one of the largest remaining areas of natural value on the Wairau Plain, with areas of open water, 
swampy ground, springs and adjoining land.  It is also highly valued by local iwi as a resource for 
food and plant materials. 

6. Te Whanau Hou Grovetown Lagoon Incorporated Society was established in 2002 with a primary 
objective to protect and develop the Grovetown lagoon and its natural waterways.  The 
organisation continues to promote and drive a number of restoration initiatives with a focus on 
protecting existing indigenous habitats and establishing new plantings.  The other main emphasis 
for the organisation has been securing a walking track around the perimeter of the lagoon providing 
additional recreational and social opportunities for the public.  

7. The organisation is structured and managed with an executive committee that has the overarching 
strategic responsibility and a working group that essentially manages the implementation of the 
operational plan. 

8. The executive of the Society is made up of foundation members from the Department of 
Conservation, Council and iwi, including Rangitane, Ngati Rarua and Ngati Toa.  In addition, the 
executive has co-opted community representatives to help with the wider engagement of the wider 
public. 

9. Council is required to appoint an elected Councillor to the executive of the organisation.  Clr Brooks 
has been the Council executive representative on the society for the last term of Council and has 
shown an interest to continue in that role for this term of Council.    
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Next steps 
10. That Council advise of the nominated Councillor to represent Council on the executive of the 

Te Whanau Hou Grovetown Lagoon Incorporated Society. 

 

Author Alan Johnson, Environmental Science and Monitoring Manager 

Authoriser Hans Versteegh, Environmental Science & Policy Group Manager 

  

 

Summary of decision-making considerations 

Fit with purpose of local government 

The proposal enables democratic local decision-making and action by, and on behalf of communities and 
relates to providing a public service and it is considered good-quality and cost effective 

Fit with Council policies and strategies 

 Contributes Detracts Not applicable 

LTP / Annual Plan Yes □ □ 

Financial Strategy □ □ N/A 

Infrastructure Strategy □ □ N/A 

Social well-being □ □ N/A 

Economic development □ □ N/A 

Environment & RMA Plans Yes □ □ 

Arts & Culture □ □ N/A 

3 Waters □ □ N/A 

Land transport  □ □ N/A 

Parks and reserves Yes □ □ 

This proposal is aligned to Section 5 of the Resource Management Act 1991 to promote the sustainable 
management of natural and physical resources.  Alignment to the Indigenous Biodiversity Chapter AER; 
Continuation of community involvement in biodiversity projects. 

Nature of the decision to be made 
The options do not involve a significant decision in relation to land or a body of water. 

Financial considerations 
This Group and project has been budgeted for in Environmental Science and Monitoring Activity budgets 
and there are no known financial implications. 
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6. Establishment of an Environment Grant Fund 
(Clr Hope) E360-000-002 

Purpose of report 
1. To consider the establishment of a Community Environmental Grant Fund. 

2. To consider the transition of the existing Greenscape and Tui to Town budgets to a contestable 
Environmental Grant Fund. 

3. To consider the appointment of sub-committee to decide on the criteria and process to establish an 
Environmental Grant Fund. 

Executive Summary  
4. The Marlborough Landscape Group (MLG) currently facilities the spending of $100,000 per annum 

for landscape planting (Greenscpe projects) on Council reserve land. 

5. A review of the MLG funding has led to the design of a new contestable grant scheme called 
Greening Marlborough that promotes riparian and biodiversity planting on vineyards.  As an interim 
step the pilot scheme has been allocated $15,000 funding. 

6. Council has a biodiversity grant scheme of $10,000 (Tui to Town) that is similar to the Greening 
Marlborough pilot project, however was set up for a different purpose and outcome. 

7. An opportunity exists for Council to redirect existing funding and develop a community focused 
contestable environmental grants fund.  The fund could incorporate the Greening Marlborough and 
Tui to Town programme, and expand the criteria to include other key environmental priorities that 
align to Marlborough Environment Plan (MEP) objectives.  

8. An environmental grant scheme would provide the community with a direct funding source to help 
encourage community driven co-funded environment projects.  This fund would nicely align with the 
Marlborough Environment Awards and be complimentary to other Council grant schemes, while 
providing an avenue for submitters to the Annual Plan to be allocated funding to achieve 
environment outcomes.    

RECOMMENDATIONS  
That Council: 

1. Establish a contestable Environmental Grant Fund and consider transitional arrangements 
for the appropriation of existing Greenscape and Tui to Town budgets. 

2. Appoint Clr Hope, Clr Oddie, Clr Croad and the Rural Representative to a sub-committee to 
provide criteria and the process for setting up an environment fund. 

Background/Context  
9. The MLG Strategy guides the functions of the Group which has a strategic focus on 

encouragement and advocacy of landscape values.  In addition, the Group has facilitated the 
allocation of $100,000 per annum of Council funding for a range of Greenscape projects.  

10. The funding has been specially allocated to promote landscape planting on Council reserve land.  
The implementation of projects has been managed by Council staff, predominantly the Reserves 
and Open Spaces and Assets and Services Departments.  Additionally, some of the funding is 
utilised for administration and advocacy purposes.  
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11. Over the last decade there have been a number of Council planting projects accelerated with the 
help of the Greenscape funding.  The Taylor River reserve is an example of one showcase area 
where progress had been made to enhance this particular landscape.  

12. A recent review of the Greenscape funding has determined that the emphasis for this funding 
would be better to be directed to Council environmental priorities set out in the MEP.  It is also 
considered that in the future ongoing planting and maintenance of Council’s reserves should be an 
ongoing responsibility of the Reserves and Open Spaces Department and core funding is best to 
be directed through Asset Management Plans which can be prioritised accordingly to Council 
policy.  

13. With a change in MLG funding direction the Group has designed a pilot grant scheme (Greening 
Marlborough) which is designed to incentivise riparian planting to enhance landscape and 
biodiversity values on vineyards.  The pilot scheme is seeking to allocate up to $15,000 per annum 
in the first instance on a co-funded basis.  A soft launch of this programme has occurred. 

14. In addition, Council has a $10,000 biodiversity contestable fund (Tui to Town) that provides 
incentives for private landowners in the Wairau and Awatere catchments to recreate new 
indigenous habitat.  

15. The remaining Greenscape budget could be apportioned between ongoing MLG administration and 
the establishment of a broader contestable environmental scheme.  A broader grant scheme could 
focus on the achievement of environmental outcomes, such as improving water quality and the 
protection and restoration of biodiversity outcomes.  Essentially there is an opportunity to 
effectively pool this funding in to one contestable grant scheme for the community. 

Assessment/Analysis  
16. To progress the setting up of a grant scheme it would require the establishment of a sub-committee 

tasked with developing criteria and a process for managing the funds.  Consideration of the role/s 
of the MLG or other community representation can be undertaken during this process.  

17. The timing for introducing a grant scheme aligns well with MEP objectives and policies related to 
biodiversity and enhancement of fresh water outcomes.  The MEP has policy and methods for 
encouragement and support for private landowners and community in an effort to protect and 
restore or re-establish indigenous biodiversity.  The MEP also has a clear priority for enhancing 
water quality through non- regulatory provisions using catchment enhancement plans.  

18. In addition, the environmental grant scheme would work in conjunction with Council advocacy role 
in relation to the Cawthron Environmental Awards and would align with any emerging government 
assistance that may evolve through the review of the New Zealand Biodiversity Strategy 
framework.  

19. The Council is a recipient of many community submissions on the Annual Plan that request 
resources for many biodiversity and pest management projects.  The development of a grant 
scheme would help provide a mechanism for funding of these projects in a prioritised manner. 

Option One (Recommended Option)  
20. Council to establish a contestable environmental grant scheme merging the existing Greenscape 

and Tui to Town programme budget.  

Advantages  
• Funding would be prioritised to achieving clear MEP outcomes such as biodiversity protection and 

enhancing water quality. 

• Opportunity for encouraging community driven co-funded environmental projects. 

• A transparent and accountable process to allocate funds. 
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• A funding mechanism for community driven environmental projects. 

• An opportunity to lever additional funding mechanisms. 

• Opportunity to develop a one stop coordinated environmental grant scheme. 

• A continuation of the Greening Marlborough and Tui to Town initiative. 

Disadvantages 
• The funding for MLG landscape planting on Council land is reduced.  

• The MLG will have a reduced involvement in facilitating the use of the Greenscape budget, 
however it could be envisaged that a member of the Group could be appointed to a grants 
sub-committee. 

Option Two – Status Quo 
21. The Greenscape funding remains to be funnelled through the MLG to help promote additional 

landscape planting on Council owned land.   

Advantages 
• Additional planting will occur on reserve land. 

Disadvantages 
• Direct funding for the planting for landscape purposes may not be the best priority for Council. 

Next steps 
22. Council to set up a sub-committee to design and set criteria for the environmental grant scheme 

and develop a transitional process. 

23. That the sub-committee report back to the Environmental Committee to approve the grant scheme.  

 

Author Alan Johnson, Environmental Science and Monitoring Manager 

Authoriser Hans Versteegh, Environmental Science & Policy Group Manager 
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Summary of decision-making considerations 

Fit with purpose of local government 

The proposal enables democratic local decision-making and action by, and on behalf of communities and 
relates to providing a public service and it is considered good-quality and cost effective. 

Fit with Council policies and strategies 

 Contributes Detracts Not applicable 

LTP / Annual Plan Yes □ □ 

Financial Strategy □ □ N/A 

Infrastructure Strategy □ □ N/A 

Social well-being □ □ N/A 

Economic development □ □ N/A 

Environment & RMA Plans Yes □ □ 

Arts & Culture □ □ N/A 

3 Waters □ □ N/A 

Land transport  □ □ N/A 

Parks and reserves □ Yes □ 

This proposal contributes to the environmental outcomes and this proposal aligns to Section 5 of the 
Resource Management Act 1991: to promote the sustainable management of natural and physical 
resources.  Also provides alignment to the MEP Indigenous Biodiversity Chapter, AER; continuation of 
community involvement in biodiversity projects; alignment to Resource Quality (Water, Air and Soil) 
chapter of the MEP; methods of implementation to improve water quality through catchment 
enhancement plans and the Catchment Care Policy. 

Nature of the decision to be made 
The options do not involve a significant decision in relation to land or a body of water. 

Financial considerations 
The project has ongoing budget in the Environmental Science and Monitoring Activity Group. 

There are no known additional financial implications. 

Significance  
The decision is considered of low significance under Council’s Significance and Engagement Policy. 

Risks: Legal / Health & Safety etc 
There are no known significant risks or legal implications as [describe why]. 

Climate Change Implications 
There are no known climate change implications to this decision. 
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7. Significant Natural Areas Working Group Council 
Representatives 

(Clr Croad) E310-011-001 

Purpose of report  
1. To appoint a Council representative(s) to the Significant Natural Areas Working Group. 

Executive Summary  
2. The Significant Natural Areas Project is an ongoing programme involving a partnership with 

Marlborough landowners to identify and promote the protection of ecological values on private land.  
A working group assists in the governance of this project and the Council needs to appoint suitable 
representative(s) to participate in the group. 

RECOMMENDATION 
That Council appoint the Rural Representative, Ross Beech, and a Councillor(s) as the Councillor 
representative(s) on the Significant Natural Areas Working Group. 

Background/Context  
3. The Significant Natural Areas programme has been in place since 2001 and is the main 

mechanism through which the Council promotes the maintenance and protection of indigenous 
biodiversity on private land in Marlborough.  The programme includes Marlborough-wide 
field-based ecological survey work on private land (2001 to 2009) and a subsequent protection and 
monitoring programme (2004 to present and ongoing) to identify sites and help landowners protect 
and manage these sites.  It also includes ongoing monitoring of identified significant natural areas, 
both managed and un-managed sites.   

4. A working group has worked alongside the Council to help manage the project over the years.  
The group remains active and includes representatives from Federated Farmers, Department of 
Conservation, QEII National Trust, landowners and Council. 

Next steps 
5. That Council advise of the nominated Councillors to represent Council on the Significant Natural 

Areas Working Group. 

 

Author Peter Hamill, Team Leader Land and Water 

Authoriser Hans Versteegh, Environmental Science & Policy Group Manager 
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8. Managing the Biosecurity Threat of Mediterranean 
Fanworm 

(Mr Ross Beech) E315-003-019-02 

Purpose of report 
1. To receive an update on the management of a key marine biosecurity threat, Mediterranean 

fanworm (fanworm).  

2. To note some of the pressures and challenges being faced in implementing the programme.  

Executive Summary  
3. Fanworm was first detected in Marlborough in February 2014 on a vessel.  Since then there have 

been 13 separate detections of fanworm on vessels and four different locations where it has been 
found on structures or in the environment.  

4. Council has responded by escalating an operational programme, including the use of regulatory 
provisions under the Biosecurity Act 1993.  

5. There remains a constant risk of introduction from vessels carrying fanworm as biofouling on their 
hulls.  While the response to this threat has been increasing, particularly in conjunction with 
Marlborough Sounds marinas, detections continue to be made.  

6. Active ongoing surveillance, in the water by commercial divers, is both necessary and resource 
hungry.  This dive surveillance work, along with further snorkel surveillance delivered over summer 
by the Top of South Partnership contractor, does not cover all key risk areas or intercept all the 
potential inward risks. 

7. There are some positive signs that the intense work in both Picton and Waikawa is paying off with 
fanworm not being able to establish in these areas.  However, the big pressure is the arrival of 
fanworm on vessels and the associated response to address the risk before causing further 
infestations in the environment and affecting ecosystems, kai gathering or the aquaculture industry. 

RECOMMENDATION 
That the information/presentation be received. 

Background/Context  
8. The first detection of fanworm in Marlborough was in February 2014 on the hull of a vessel moored 

in Waikawa Bay.  Council’s Biosecurity Team has been actively involved in managing the threat of 
this marine pest.  

9. Since that first detection, there have been 12 further instances where fanworm has been found on 
vessels and four different locations where it is has been found on structures in the environment.   

10. When it was clear regulatory interventions were needed to support efforts, a Small Scale 
Management Programme (SSMP) under the Biosecurity Act 1993 was declared by Council 
in 2017, pending the finalisation of the new Regional Pest Management Plan (RPMP).  When this 
was made operational in October 2018, a programme within the RPMP for fanworm replaced the 
SSMP.  
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11. There are many components to Council’s RPMP programme for fanworm with the overall objective 
of preventing its establishment in Marlborough.  These include: 

• Ongoing surveillance of the structures, the environment and vessels in key ‘hub’ areas; 

• Ongoing surveillance the environment and vessels in more isolated places recreational or 
commercial vessels frequent in the Marlborough Sounds; 

• Responding to positive detections of fanworm on vessels; 

• Responding to positive detections of fanworm in the environment; 

• Screen information obtained on inward vessel movements and the associated risk; and 

• Continuing to facilitate reports from the community (predominantly done through the TOS 
Marine Biosecurity Partnership).  

12. As is commonly the case with biosecurity threats, there is continued pressure.  It is even more so in 
the case of fanworm due the innate challenges of dealing with a marine pest. 

13. As the history of vessels discovered carrying fanworm are looked into, it is becoming clear that the 
inoculum pressure in areas of New Zealand where fanworm is established is extremely high.  This 
has flow-on effects of being more precautionary in terms of inward vessels and will require greater 
vigilance.   

  
Left - mature fanworm found inside a seawater intake on a large vessel while in Marlborough; 
Right - on the same large vessel, juvenile fanworm colonised small niche areas where anti-foul 
paint has likely not been applied for practical reasons.   

Next steps 
14. Council’s Biosecurity team will continue to implement the RPMP programme for Mediterranean 

fanworm aiming to prevent establishment of this pest in Marlborough waters. 

15. Through the annual reporting cycle on the RPMP, continual assessments will need to be made 
regarding the progress of this programme and whether the type and level of interventions are 
adequate.  

Presentation 
A short presentation will be given by Jono Underwood (15 minutes). 

Author Jono Underwood, Biosecurity Manager 

Authoriser Alan Johnson, Environmental Science and Monitoring Manager 
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9. Wilding Conifer Management in Marlborough - an update 
(Mr Ross Beech) E315-003-019-02 

Purpose of report 
1. To provide the Committee and update on the current approach to manage the issue of wilding 

conifers (or “wilding pines” hereafter) in Marlborough. 

Executive Summary  
2. The management of wilding pines is a complex issue affecting many parts of Marlborough in 

different ways and any success intervention requires a wide range of partners and stakeholders. 

3. The investment from the National Wilding Conifer Control Programme (NWCCP) across many 
areas of New Zealand has given rise to a great deal of progress, but does not address all issues.  

4. In Marlborough, NWCCP investment has been going into the Molesworth programme, which has 
seen it expand massively and recently require new, dedicated programme management.  

5. Council’s Proposal to amend the Regional Pest Management Plan (RPMP) is moving to a hearing 
and decision-making phase.  Council’s role will be to oversee the implantation of any such 
programme and also fulfil obligations as a regional Fund Holder within the NWCCP.  

RECOMMENDATION 
That the information/presentation be received. 

Background/Context  
6. Wilding pines are a widespread and complex invasive species issue affecting many parts of 

Marlborough in different ways.  

7. The more spread process landscapes of South Marlborough, in particular Molesworth, has seen 
further investment by Central Government via the NWCCP.  Council acts in a fund-holder and 
Regional Facilitator for this programme here in Marlborough.  

8. A significant shift occurred late 2019 with stakeholders agreeing the largest Molesworth 
programme needed more dedicated, professional programme management services as the level 
of NWCCP investment is increasing to match the problem.  Council led the procurement process to 
the open market for this.  

9. In early February 2020 the consultancy firm Boffa Miskell Limited was awarded the tender to 
manage the Molesworth programme going forward.  Boffa Miskell has been managing a similar 
complex programme at Mid-Dome in Southland for a number of years and is also Land Information 
New Zealand’s (LINZ) contracted partner delivering biosecurity services.  

10. To clarify Council’s role, a Proposal under the Biosecurity Act 1993 was made by Council to amend 
the Regional Pest Management Plan to incorporate a programme for ‘Pest Conifers’.  Submissions 
closed on 29 November 2019 and those wishing to be heard will be attending a hearing on 
24 February 2020.  This process is anticipated to proceed through the decision-making phases with 
any amendments made becoming operative from 1 July 2020.  

11. Council continues to act as a Regional Facilitator and the ‘Regional Steering Group’ that brings 
together the key community organisations, agencies and other partners to look across all activities 
relating to the management of wilding pines. 
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Next steps 
12. Council will continue to act in the role of Regional Facilitator and also fulfil obligations associated 

with being a Fund Holder under the NWCCP. 

13. The outcomes of both the Proposal to amend the RPMP and flow-on from central government 
Budget announcements with respect to the NWCCP will need to be carefully considered by 
Council.  There may be pressures on both levels of resourcing from a staff perspective to fulfil 
roles, but also financial contributions to operational programmes.  

Presentation 
A short presentation will be given by Jono Underwood (10 minutes). 

 

Author Jono Underwood, Biosecurity Manager 

Authoriser Alan Johnson, Environmental Science and Monitoring Manager 
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10. Chilean Needle Grass Management in Marlborough – 
an update 

(Mr Ross Beech) E315-003-009-01 

Purpose of report 
1. To provide the Committee with an update on the current approach to manage Chilean needle grass 

(CNG) in Marlborough and a summary of progress data from the 2019/2020 season. 

Executive Summary  
2. The CNG programme has been running for a number of years to contain CNG infestations in 

Marlborough. 

3. In recent times with the increase of funding as well as new rules in the Regional Pest Management 
Plan 2018, the programme has been set up to succeed.  

4. In the 2019/2020 season there were three new affected properties found and an additional 
27 hectares of affected land mapped.  The majority of the newly affected area was on existing 
properties, but one of the newly affected properties was substantial infestation of over 5 hectares 
on its own. 

5. Due to the increase in funding over the last 2 years this has meant that this programme can move 
away from only a small degree of control and straight compliance work.  The programme now 
consists of a large degree of direct control work, a mix of compliance/landowner support and 
ongoing landowner engagement through the development of management plans.  

RECOMMENDATION 
That the information/presentation be received. 

Background/Context  
6. The CNG programme has evolved following the implementation of the new Regional Pest 

Management Plan 2018.  The new rules in the plan are easily explained as well as addressing all 
methods of movement of CNG.  

7. The increase in funding over the last 2 years has provided Council with the ability to support 
landowners’ control aspirations through jointly developing management plans and in turn this has 
created a strong environment for landowner engagement.   

8. Council has been working hard to establish and grow relationships within the  community, 
predominantly with pastoral and grape growing landowners (and occupiers).  Building these 
relationships has seen an increase in engagement from these sectors.  Land occupiers now have 
more confidence that they can make contact with Council to seek advice, notify Council of any new 
areas or suspected areas, as well as check up on how the rules affect them.  

9. Throughout the 2019/2020 season three new properties were found to have CNG on them.  Two of 
these properties, located in the Redwood Pass area, had relatively small areas of CNGmade up of 
20 plants each.  One of these properties is likely to have had CNG brought in by machinery, while 
the other is likely from stock.  The third property has a large infestation of just over 5 hectares of 
CNG.  It appears that this infestation is linked to stock movement.  It is thought that this infestation 
could have been there for quite a number of years.  
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10. In total this season we have seen an increase in infestation size by 27 hectares, which is a 
0.98 percent increase on the total area.  With one new large infestation found on a new property 
and one large area found on an existing property accounting for 8 hectares of infestation, a further 
19 hectares of new unmapped scattered plants were found throughout the remaining properties.  
Further investment on surveillance and engagement with farmers has assisted in finding these new 
areas.  Marlborough now has a total of 2789 hectares of mapped CNG. 

 

Presentation 
A short presentation will be given by Liam Falconer (15 minutes). 

 

Author Liam Falconer, Senior Biosecurity Officer, Operation Lead 

Authoriser Jono Underwood, Biosecurity Manager 
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11. Financial Support for the Chilean Needle Grass Action 
Group 

(Mr Ross Beech) E315-003-009-06 

Purpose of report 
1. To consider ongoing financial support toward the ongoing work of the Chilean Needle Grass Action 

Group (CNGAG). 

Executive Summary  
2. The CNGAG was formed in 2014 as Council initiated a push to raise the profile of Chilean needle 

grass (CNG) as a key biosecurity threat.  

3. The formation of the group has enabled the community to work much more closely with Council’s 
Biosecurity Team and also for the community to lead some initiatives as a group.  

4. Through an Annual Plan decision in June 2016, Council provided funding for CNGAG though the 
Biosecurity budget for a period of 3 years.  The funding was to cover the services of a facilitator 
and to provide some resource base for the group to deliver CNG-related projects within the 
community. 

5. As a result of the Long Term Plan decision in 2018, coupled with the decision on the Regional Pest 
Management Plan (RPMP), resourcing going into the CNG programme has been increased.  This 
now means ongoing financial support for CNGAG could come from the Biosecurity Team’s 
operational programme budget.   

RECOMMENDATION 
That Council makes provision for financial support of up to $15,000 per annum, from existing 
Biosecurity operational budgets, for the Chilean Needle Grass Action Group. 

Background/Context  
6. In February 2014, Council hosted a community meeting in Seddon to discuss raising the profile of 

CNG.  One of the key outcomes of that meeting was a desire for a type of community platform to 
be developed that would allow the Council and the community to work closer together on the issue.  

7. The Group was formed which was community-led with both in-kind and financial support towards 
administration being provided by the Council in the early stages.  

8. Group members have been active in the community raising the profile of CNG and also getting 
landholders on board with hygiene protocols to minimise the spread of CNG.  

9. The CNGAG submitted on the 2016/17 Annual Plan with a request for $25,000 of funding to be 
made available to put in place a Group Facilitator and to support projects or initiative led by the 
Group.  

10. Council accepted the request and made provision through the Biosecurity budget for the funding for 
3 years, ending 30 June 2018.  Support for the Group continued in 2018/19 from baselines.  

11. Over the previous 4 year period, facilitation services have only consumed $10,000 worth of the 
funding with on average a further $5,000 going toward other projects.  The remaining ‘allocation’ 
was directed into the operational programme delivered by Council (control works, surveillance, 
extension, etc).  
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12. As both part of the process that led to the new RPMP in 2018, and the Long Term Plan 2018-2028, 
an increase in resourcing for Biosecurity was adopted.  One of the pressure areas that led to this 
was the CNG programme.  As a result, ongoing financial support for CNGAG could now come from 
the Biosecurity operational budget for CNG, should Council wish to do so. 

Assessment/Analysis  
13. Operating such a programme for CNG within a community, its long term sustainability relies on an 

“all-in” approach - not a hard and fast regulatory-only programme.  

14. Having a community-based platform is immensely valuable for sharing of information, discussing 
new approaches and overcoming challenges that arise.  

Option One (Recommended Option) 
15. To make provision for financial support of up to $15,000 per annum, from within existing 

Biosecurity operational budgets, for the CNGAG.  This is to cover costs associated with facilitation 
services for the group and extension/project activities within Marlborough that are not inconsistent 
with Council’s overarching programme for CNG. 

16. Should for any reason members of the community do not wish to partake in the formed CNGAG, 
the funding provided for shall revert to status quo and form part of the operational programme 
budget.  

Advantages  
• There is a community-based group and platform present within the community. 

Disadvantages 
• The financial provision could be utilised within Council’s operational programme components such 

as management activities or more generic promotional/communication material. 

Option Two – Status Quo 
17. To not make provision for financial support toward a group such the CNGAG.  

Advantages 
• There is no demand for a financial provision to be utilised from within Council’s 

operational programme components such as management activities or more generic 
promotional/communication material. 

Disadvantages 
• There is no community-based group/platform present within the community. 

Next steps 
18. The decision of Council will be implemented from 1 July 2020 onwards (acknowledging that this will 

in effect be a continuation of the current support by Council).   

Presentation 
A short verbal presentation will be given by Jono Underwood in association with Simon Harvey, 
a landholder and key member of the CNGAG (5 minutes). 

Author Jono Underwood, Biosecurity Manager 

Authoriser Alan Johnson, Environmental Science and Monitoring Manager 
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Summary of decision-making considerations 

Fit with purpose of local government 

The proposal enables Council to work more closely and effectively with the community in implementing 
the Regional Pest Management Plan programme for CNG. 

Fit with Council policies and strategies 

 Contributes Detracts Not applicable 

LTP / Annual Plan Yes □ □ 

Financial Strategy Yes □ □ 

Infrastructure Strategy □ □ N/A 

Social well-being Yes □ □ 

Economic development Yes □ □ 

Environment & RMA Plans Yes □ □ 

Arts & Culture □ □ N/A 

3 Waters □ □ N/A 

Land transport  □ □ N/A 

Parks and reserves Yes □ □ 

This proposal contributes to the implementation of the Regional Pest Management Plan programme for 
CNG.  In turn this also contributes towards the goals within Council’s Biosecurity Strategy and 
policies/objectives within the Proposed Marlborough Environment Plan. 

Nature of the decision to be made 
The options do not involve a significant decision in relation to land or a body of water. 

Financial considerations 
The project has been budgeted for in Biosecurity budgets. 

Significance  
The decision is considered of low significance under Council’s Significance and Engagement Policy. 
Engagement 
No engagement is proposed as this is in effect a continuation of an existing arrangement. 
Risks: Legal / Health & Safety etc 
There are no known significant risks or legal implications as it is in effect a continuation of an existing 
arrangement where Council staff are working closely with a community group. 

Climate Change Implications 
There are no known climate change implications to this decision. 
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12. Revised Trace Elements (Heavy Metals) Background 
Concentrations for the Marlborough District 

(Clr Hope) E355-005-000 

Purpose of report 
1. To provide an update on trace elements (heavy metals) background concentrations to be used for 

contaminated land investigations for the Marlborough District.  

Executive Summary  
2. In 2016 Landcare Research and GNS Science undertook work supported by Regional Councils 

and Regional Managers Groups, MfE and MPI to establish national consistent predicted 
background concentrations of trace elements for New Zealand. 

3. Levels were established by the analysis of data from Regional Councils, the national soils database 
and association with geological parameters from the GNS QMap geological map dataset. Current 
background concentrations for Marlborough are based on State of the Environment monitoring 
sites data up to 2011 only. 

4. The Council’s adoption of the 2016 Landcare Research predicted background concentrations of 
trace elements in New Zealand will enable national consistency in the assessment of contaminated 
land in Marlborough.  

RECOMMENDATION 
That Council agrees to adopt the 2016 Landcare Research Limited Predicted Background Soil 
Concentrations as the primary background concentrations to be used in the Region for 
assessment of sites under the NESCS. 

Background/Context  
5. In 2012 the National Environmental Standard for Assessing and Managing Contaminants in Soil to 

Protect Human Health 2011 (NESCS) came into force. This legislation brought in a nationally 
consistent set of planning controls and soil contaminant values to ensure that land affected by 
contaminants in soil is appropriately identified and assessed before it is developed, and if 
necessary the land is remediated or the contaminants contained to make the land safe for human 
use. 

6. However the NESCS does not apply to land to which a detailed site investigation (DSI) exists that 
demonstrates that any contaminants in or on the piece of land are at, or below, background 
concentrations. 

7. While the NESCS provided nationally accepted soil contaminant values for different land use 
scenarios, there was no national guidance on establishing appropriate criteria for background 
concentrations under the Act. 

8. In 2013 the Council obtained Envirolink funding for Jo Cavanagh of Landcare Research to 
undertake work to provide recommendations for a nationally consistent approach to the 
determination of background concentrations of contaminants in soil.  Contemporaneously Jo was 
also tasked to revise Marlborough’s Cleanfill criteria. 

9. The Cleanfill criteria work led to the development of revised Cleanfill criteria for the region which 
was based on updated human health soil guideline values, and added risk soil guideline values 
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derived to protect ecological receptors (Eco-SGVs). The data for the background concentrations 
used in this work were solely based on existing State of the Environment soil monitoring data for 
trace elements. The 95th percentile background concentrations presented in the report were 
subsequently taken as the Marlborough District background concentrations and applied to all 
subsequent contaminated land assessments. 

10. In 2016, based on the initial work supported by MDC, Landcare’s recommendations on the 
determination of background concentrations of contaminants in soil was progressed through further 
Envirolink funding obtained by the Regional Councils’ Waste and Contaminated Land Forum, Land 
Monitoring Forum, Land Managers Group, Ministry for the Environment (MfE) and Ministry for 
Primary Industries (MPI). This work was undertaken again by Jo at Landcare, who was joined by 
Mark Rattenbury from GNS Science. The work involved extensive analysis using spatial databases 
and existing data to identify key factors influencing trace elements with the goal of developing 
predictive relationships to enable the determination of background concentrations across New 
Zealand. 

11. The outcome of this work was the LRIS Portal Predicted Background Soil Concentrations for New 
Zealand managed by Landcare Research and is freely accessible online. This portal enables the 
user to obtain predicted background concentrations of arsenic, cadmium, chromium, copper, lead, 
nickel and zinc across New Zealand. The concentration predictions were developed from 
geostatistical analysis of trace element data from Regional Councils, the national soils database 
and GNS Science identifying associations with geological parameters adapted from the GNS 
Science QMap geological map dataset. The premise being that underlying geology is generally 
regarded as a major contributor to the geochemical signal in the soils and surficial material. 

Assessment/Analysis  
12. The below table shows the relationship between the current 2013 MDC background concentrations 

and the LRIS 2016 predicted background concentration for Pakihi Mudstone which is the 
predominant geological unit for the Wairau Plains: 

Contaminant 

MDC background 
concentration (95%ile) taken 
from 2013 Landcare Cleanfill 

Criteria Report for 
Marlborough - mg/kg 

LRIS Predicted 
Background 

Concentrations (e.g. 
Mudstone Pakihi - 
U95Pred) - mg/kg 

Arsenic 5.97  9.97  

Cadmium 0.582 0.33  

Chromium 30  56.88  

Copper 22  48.14  

Lead 24.7  25.83  

Mercury Not available Not available 

Nickel 19  35.15  

Zinc 87  97.97  
 

13. As shown the 2016 predicted background concentrations are generally slightly higher than the 
existing MDC levels, except for cadmium. However they are significantly below the levels set for 
human health under the NESCS, and as such there is no risk to human health from adopting the 
2016 levels, which are also below MDC Cleanfill Criteria. 

Option One (Recommended Option)  
14. To adopt the 2016 Landcare Research Limited Predicted Background Soil Concentrations as the 

primary background concentrations to be used in Marlborough for assessment of sites under the 
NESCS. 
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Advantages  
• Following a nationally consistent approach to the determination of background 

concentrations of contaminants in soil. 

• Reduction in the requirement for assessment under the NESCS for sites where a very minor 
proportion of soil contaminants are above the current 2013 MDC  figures but below the 2016 
predicted figures and the risk to human health is low. This is expected to reduce the number 
of low risk consent requirements. 

Disadvantages 
• At this stage there has been no further work done to compare subsequent, i.e. after 2015, 

Council State of the Environment trace element monitoring with the predicted background 
levels. 

• The work undertaken for the Cleanfill Criteria in 2013 identified an area of the region which 
had elevated chromium and nickel concentrations in recent soils clustered in alluvial valley 
fill draining regions associated with quartz reef mineralisation in schist and ultrabasic rock, 
e.g. in the Pelorus, Wakamarina, Linkwater, Fabians Creek area. As such investigations 
within these areas are likely to required site specific analysis of trace metal concentration 
and risk assessment. 

Option Two – Status Quo 
15. Continue to use the MDC background concentration (95%ile) taken from 2013 Landcare Cleanfill 

Criteria Report for Marlborough. 

Advantages 
• No change required as far as assessment against the NESCS. 

Disadvantages 
• Will continue to capture those sites of low risk to human health under the NESCS. 

• Continue to have to justify the 2013 levels after subsequent work has been done by the 
same author with more data and consideration of underlying geology. 

Next steps 
16. If the Council decide to adopt the use of the LRIS 2016 Landcare Research Limited Predicted 

Background Soil Concentrations as the primary background concentrations to be used in 
Marlborough for assessment of sites under the NESCS this will be documented and detailed on the 
Council website. 

17. Notification will be undertaken to those suitable qualified environmental practitioners (SQEP’s) who 
regularly work in the Marlborough region advising them of the change. 

 

Author Sarah Brand, Environmental Scientist 

Authoriser Hans Versteegh, Environmental Science & Policy Group Manager 
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Summary of decision-making considerations 

To adopt the 2016 Landcare Research Limited Predicted Background Soil Concentrations as the primary 
background concentrations to be used in Marlborough for assessment of sites under the NESCS. 

Fit with purpose of local government 

Adoption of a national consistent approach to the determination of background concentrations of 
contaminants in soil. 

Fit with Council policies and strategies 

Provide clear identification of background levels which can be applied by the Council and those looking to 
undertake activities under the NESCS in the region. 

 Contributes Detracts Not applicable 

LTP / Annual Plan □ □ N/A 

Financial Strategy □ □ N/A 

Infrastructure Strategy □ □ N/A 

Social well-being □ □ N/A 

Economic development Yes □ □ 

Environment & RMA Plans Yes □ □ 

Arts & Culture □ □ N/A 

3 Waters □ □ N/A 

Land transport  □ □ N/A 

Parks and reserves □ □ N/A 

Nature of the decision to be made 
Change of background contaminant levels affecting assessment under the NESCS. 

Financial considerations 
There are no known financial implications; however there is the potential for low risk sites to not require 
resource consent under the NESCS when undertaking development. 

 Significance  
 The decision is considered of low significance under Council’s Significance and Engagement Policy.  

Engagement 
 No engagement is proposed the decision is considered of low significance under Council’s Significance 

and Engagement Policy. 

Risks: Legal / Health & Safety etc 
There are no known significant risks or legal implications as the changes proposed is well below human 
health guidelines as detailed in the NESCS. 

Climate Change Implications 
There are no known climate change implications to this decision. 
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13. Road Name Request - DeLuxe Property Group Limited 
(Clr Oddie) U19091, U200167 

Purpose of report 
1. The purpose of this report is for Council to consider an application to officially name seven new 

roads to be created as part Stages 6, 7, 8 and 9 of the Rose Manor subdivision off Old Renwick 
Road. 

2. A concept plan of the subdivision stages and new roads is provided in Attachment 1. 

3. The road names for some of the roads to be created on Stage 10 will be sought once the road 
layout connections to the west have been finalised. 

4. The developer, DeLuxe Property Group Limited, has proposed the following road names, in order 
of preference:   

Road # Subdivision Stage First Choice Second Choice 

1 Stage 6 Albert Grove Windermere Grove 

2 Stage 7 Oakley Drive Britannia Drive 

3 Whitehall Drive Alexandra Drive 

4 Chapel Close Berkley Close 

5 Stage 8 Bond Street Melrose Place 

6 Stage 9 Granville Close Lombard Close 

7 Arlington Close Carlingford Close 

 
5. The existing road names Rose Manor Drive, Rembrandt Drive and Spencer Place will need to be 

extended to other new roads as shown on Attachment 1. 

Executive Summary  
6. The below assessment of the proposed new road names has found that the first choice names 

nearly all comply with the requirements set out in the Road Naming and Property Addressing Policy 
adopted by Council in 2017, with the only exception being that Oakley Drive should be changed to 
Oakley Avenue to better fit the road type definitions. 

7. Most of the second choice names conflict with parts of the policy and the reasons for the conflicts 
are explained in the assessment below. 

RECOMMENDATION 
That Council approve the following road names to take effect upon the vesting of the Roads in 
Council ownership.  The road names apply to the roads as shown on Attachment 1. 
1. Road 1 - Albert Grove 
2. Road 2 - Oakley Avenue 
3. Road 3 - Whitehall Drive 
4. Road 4 - Chapel Close 
5. Road 5 - Bond Street 
6. Road 6 - Granville Close 
7. Road 7 - Arlington Close 
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8. Rose Manor Drive be extended  
9. Rembrandt Drive be extended 
10. Spencer Place be extended 

Background/Context  
8. DeLuxe Property Group Limited have used English themed names in Stages 1-5 of Rose Manor, 

these being Rose Manor Drive, Rembrandt Drive and Spencer Place, and they wish to continue 
with the same theme for the remaining stages of the development. 

9. Resource Consent U190911 for Stage 6 was approved in December 2019 and the application 
U200167 for Stage 7 has been lodged for approval in February 2020.  It is anticipated that 
application for subdivision Stages 8 and 9 will also be made in the near future. 

10. The application in Attachment 2 gives a background to the considerations that Greg Smith from 
DeLuxe Property Group Limited has made to the possible names and themes, and why he has 
established the desire to continue with the use of English themed names. 

Assessment/Analysis  
Consultation 
11. The proposed names were circulated to the Marlborough Museum, Marlborough Historical Society, 

Marlborough Roads, and all iwi, on 12 November 2019.  No concerns have been received.  

12. Land Information New Zealand (LINZ) has also been approached for comment as they also 
administer the standards for electoral addressing purposes.  The only concern they raised was in 
relation to the use of the type of road for Melrose Place for a two block road, however they would 
accept the use of Street or Avenue instead.   

Evaluation Against Road Naming Policy 
13. The proposed new names have been assessed against the Road Naming and Property Addressing 

Policy adopted by Council in 2017.  An extract of the relevant section relating to road naming is in 
Attachment 3.  This requires new road names to be allocated in accordance with section 4 of the 
New Zealand Road Definition and Naming contained in AS/NZS 4819:2011, as well as some 
requirements specific to Marlborough. 

14. Any names approved will only take effect upon the road being vested in Council. 

15. The relevant matters from the policy to consider in this proposal are as follows: 

16. Duplication:  (Standard 4.4.7 - The name element of the road name, regardless of any difference 
in road type, shall not be the same as an existing road name, similar in spelling or similar in sound 
to an existing road name in the same local government area). 

Assessment: 
17. There are no duplication concerns identified with any of the proposed names. 

18. Theme:  Clause 5 of the policy states that the road names should reflect one of the following: 
(a) Common or established theme 

- Where more than one road is being created a common theme is required.  
- If a naming theme is already established in the area then the names should 

remain consistent with that theme. 
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(b) Historical person or event 
- The name of a notable person or event should have a local association with the 

area. 
(c) Traditional or appropriate Māori name. 

Assessment:   
19. English themed names have been previously approved by Council and are in use for Stages 1-5 of 

Rose Manor, these being Rose Manor Drive, Rembrandt Drive and Spencer Place.  The continued 
use of English themed names is therefore in accordance with the policy. 

20. A search on Google confirms that most of the proposed new names have an English connection, 
however Alexandra (Greek), Melrose (Scottish), Melrose Place (American) and Carlingford (Irish) 
are not pure English names, and therefore may not fit perfectly within the theme.  I note that these 
are only the second choice names. 

21. Length and Usability of Names:  (Clauses 11 and 12 - Road names are to be short, as a guide 
15 characters of less, single words, which are readily pronounced and spelt to satisfy the 
requirements of emergency services.  Names are required to be in proportion to the length of the 
road; long names on short cul-de-sacs are too difficult to display on a map). 

Assessment:   
22. The names are likely to be readily pronounced and most are likely to be readily spelt.   

23. The names mostly comply with length requirement, however there are two names that do not 
comply fully with the policy requirements.  These are: 

a) The name Windermere Grove consists of 15 characters.  This is the maximum number of 
characters set by the policy guideline.  The compounding problem is that the road is only a 
short street.  The policy and Standard 4.4.10 specifies that the length of a road name 
should be shorter, rather than longer, especially where the road itself is short.  On this 
basis, the name should be rejected.  It is only the second choice name, and the first choice 
name, Albert Grove, fully complies with the policy. 

b) The name Carlingford Close consists of 16 characters.  This is one more than the policy 
guideline.  This is also a short street and on that basis the name should also be rejected.  
It is only the second choice name.  The first choice name, Arlington Close, at 14 characters 
is still potentially too long in proportion to the length of the road, but this is mitigated a little 
with two of the letters (‘l’ and ‘i’) being narrow.   

24. Road Type: (Terms for suggested road types such as “road”, “street”, “lane” should be used in 
circumstances appropriate to the physical situations - Appendix B Road Types - New Zealand, 
AS/NZ4819:2011).   

25. There are several road types in the definitions that could be used, these being: 

Grove:  Roadway that features a group of trees standing together. 

Drive:  Wide main roadway without many cross-streets. 

Close: Short enclosed roadway. 

Place: Short, sometimes narrow, enclosed roadway. 

Street: Public roadway in a town, city or urban area, especially a paved thoroughfare with 
footpaths and buildings along one or both sides. 

Avenue:  Broad roadway, usually planted on each side with trees. 

Assessment:  
26. Albert/Windermere Grove will be located adjacent to a proposed large recreation reserve that will 

eventually be landscaped and is likely to include groups of trees, and thus will comply with the 
policy. 
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27. Whitehall/Alexandra Drive is one of the main roadways within the development that will run along 
the northern and part of the eastern side of the development and has no cross streets.   

28. Oakley/Britannia Drive on the other hand does have quite a few cross streets and therefore does 
not meet the definition of a Drive.  The Landscape Plan provided with the Stage 7 subdivision 
application shows rows of Pyrus Calleryana Aristocrat (Ornamental Pear) trees proposed to be 
planted on both sides of the street.  These trees reach a height of 7 metres within 10 years.  These 
trees have been accepted by Council on previous stages.  On this basis, I believe the road type 
would better meet the policy if it is called an Avenue.  I note that the plan provided by the applicant 
shows it as Avenue. 

29. Chapel/Berkley Close, Granville/Lombard Close and Arlington/Carlingford Close are all short 
cul-de-sac roads and therefore meet the definition of being a close. 

30. Bond Street/Melrose Place - as mentioned earlier LINZ have recommended that this be given the 
type of Street or Avenue, therefore Bond Street would be acceptable. 

Conclusions 
31. Road 1 - Albert Grove complies with the policy and is the applicant’s first choice.   Windermere 

Grove is too long for this short road and ideally should not be used. 

32. Road 2 - Oakley Drive does not fully comply with the policy, but naming it Oakley Avenue would be 
more consistent with the policy and would still satisfy the applicants first choice.  Britannia Drive 
has the same road type issue and it should be named Britannia Avenue if this second choice name 
is to be chosen. 

33. Road 3 - Whitehall Drive complies with the policy and is the applicant’s first choice.  Alexandra 
Drive is not primarily recognised as an English name. 

34. Road 4 - Chapel Close complies with the policy and is the applicant’s first choice.  Berkley Close as 
the second choice also complies with the policy. 

35. Road 5 - Bond Street complies with the policy and is the applicant’s first choice.  Melrose Close is 
not primarily recognised as an English name and the road type is not first choice.  Lombard Close 
as the second choice also complies with the policy. 

36. Road 7 - Arlington Close complies with the policy and is the applicant’s first choice.  Carlingford 
Close is not primarily recognised as an English name. 

Attachments 
Attachment 1 – Concept plan of Rose Manor Development showing the location of the proposed roads to 

be named Page [40] 

Attachment 2 – Application letter from DeLuxe Property Group Limited Page [41] 

Attachment 3 – Relevant section of the Road Naming and Property Addressing Policy relating to road 
naming Page [44] 

Author Ian Sutherland - Lead Senior Environmental Planner 

Authoriser Anna Eatherley - Manager Resource Consents 
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Summary of decision-making considerations 

Fit with purpose of local government 

The proposal enables new road names to be allocated in accordance with section 4 of the New Zealand 
Road Definition and Naming contained in AS/NZS 4819:2011, as well as some requirements specific to 
Marlborough as set out in Councils Road Naming and Property Addressing Policy. 

Fit with Council policies and strategies 
 Contributes Detracts Not applicable 

Road Naming and Property Addressing 
Policy  □ □ 

This proposal contributes to the policy. 

Nature of the decision to be made 
The options do not involve a significant decision in relation to land or a body of water. 

Financial considerations 
There are no known financial implications. 

Significance  
The decision is considered of low significance under Council’s Significance and Engagement Policy.  
Engagement 
Engagement has occurred as detailed in the Consultation section of the assessment.  

Risks: Legal / Health & Safety etc 
There are no known significant risks or legal implications. 

Climate Change Implications 
There are no known climate change implications to this decision. 
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Attachment 1 
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Attachment 2 
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Attachment 3 
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14. Food Act 2014 Update on Verification Services 
(Clr Faulls) E350-004-009-02 

Purpose of report 
1. To update the Committee on the outcome of the Ministry for Primary Industries (MPI) review of who 

will provide verification of food businesses under the Food Act 2014. 

RECOMMENDATION 
That the report be received. 

Background/Context  
2. The Food Act 2014 (Act) came into force on 6 June 2014.  This Act replaced the Food Act 1981 

and the Food Hygiene Regulations 1974. 

3. At the time of royal assent of this Act, Territorial Authorities were given the exclusive right to verify 
(audit) those businesses operating under a Template Food Control Plan that operate solely within 
their region. 

4. Section 138 of this Act required that at the expiry of the Act’s introductory period (31 March 2018), 
a review of these exclusivity rights must be undertaken to see whether Territorial Authorities are 
still to be mandated to conduct the verifications of these businesses going forward. 

Review Process and Outcomes 
5. The review commenced in November 2018.  It started with each of the Territorial Authorities 

receiving a visit by a member of MPI where an audit was undertaken to see how each Council was 
managing the implementation and ongoing work tasks of the Food Act 2014.  Our audit was 
undertaken on 11 January 2019.  A report on our positive audit outcome has previously been 
provided to this Committee but to summarise, the following comments were given my MPI: 

a) Marlborough has comprehensive systems in place that are well documented. 

b) The Environmental Health team are managing verification activities well. 

c) Registration processes are well established and working effectively. 

d) A sound approach is made to enforcement practices. 

e) Marlborough District Council is well positioned for the future under the Food Act 2014. 

6. Subsequently food businesses were contacted by MPI to determine whether they were happy with 
the level of service they were receiving and whether they preferred to continue to work with their 
local Councils or instead be verified by a third party (non-Council) auditor. 

7. The outcome of this review has now been completed by MPI and the exclusivity for verification of 
Template Food Control Plans will remain with Territorial Authorities. 

8. The Environmental Health team will therefore continue to work with those businesses with a 
registered Template Food Control Plan to ensure they are providing safe and suitable food that is 
compliant with the Food Act requirements. 
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9. The Environmental Health Team are pleased with this outcome.  We have more than a 50 year 
history of working with our local food businesses and forming strong relationships with our 
operators.  This outcome will provide ongoing consistency and certainty for our local food 
businesses. 

Presentation 
A short presentation will be given by Karen Winter (10 minutes). 

Author Karen Winter, Team Leader Environmental Health 

Authoriser Jamie Clark, Compliance Manager 
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15. Animal Control Sub-Committee 
(Clr Arbuckle) D050-001-A04 

1. The minutes of the Animal Control Sub-Committee meeting held on 2 December 2019 are 
attached for ratification by the Committee 

RECOMMENDED 
That the minutes of the Animal Control Sub-Committee meeting held on 2 December 2019 be 
ratified. 
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16. Information Package 
 

RECOMMENDATION 
That the Regulatory Department Information Package dated 12 March 2020 be received and noted. 
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