
 

Minutes of a Meeting of the  
ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE  

held in the Council Chambers, 15 Seymour Street, Blenheim  
on THURSDAY, 18 NOVEMBER 2021 commencing at 9.00 am 

Present 
Mayor J C Leggett (Chairperson), Councillors G A Hope (Deputy), J A Arbuckle, J D N Croad, B A Faulls, 
T P Sowman (from 10.02 am), Mr E R Beech (Rural representative[) 

Also Present 
Councillors J L Andrews, C J Brooks, F D Maher, N P Taylor and M A Peters 

In Attendance 
Mr H R Versteegh (Environmental Science and Policy Group Manager) and Ms G Ferguson (Consents and 
Compliance Group Manager), Mr M Porter (Democratic Services Manager/Zoom Management) and N Chauval 
(Committee Secretary) 

Apologies 
The Mayor/Clr Croad: 
That the apology for absence from Clr D D Oddie (Deputy) and Clr T P Sowman for lateness be received 
and sustained. 
Carried 

Env-1121-154 Declaration of Interests -  
No interests with items on the agenda were declared. 

ATTENDANCE: Jono Underwood, Council’s Biosecurity Manager, was present for the following item. 

Env-1121-155 Scientific investigation into wattle infestations 
in the vicinity of Picton/Waitohi – Report 
 E315-005-000-01 

It was noted that Lincoln University had been contracted to provide the Committee with an investigative report 
and commentary on the wattle infestations present in the vicinity of Picton/Waitohi. The report Acacia invasion at 
Picton: which species are involved and what are the likely impacts on successional trajectories and fire hazard? 
was attached to the agenda for members’ information. 

Mr Underwood spoke to the report and noted the key findings.  

Members were advised that resource is the biggest hurdle in dealing with infestations and given the lack of 
alignment for strategic Biosecurity intervention, the conversation rests with the community to decide what, if 
anything they wish to see happen coupled with a discussion on resource to deliver that.  This could also be part 
of looking at wider alignment across ecological restoration initiatives – either existing or new.   

It was noted that if any large-scale management takes place, it should be carefully staggered over 10 years, and 
be cognisant of other invasive species – including the browse pressure – or restoration efforts. 
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It was noted that regeneration is on land disturbance not windblown. 

Clr Croad/Mr Beech:   
1. That the report be received.  
2. That the matter of the management of wattles within the vicinity of Picton/Waitohi be tabled for 

discussion through appropriate community forum(s) scoping the community’s appetite for broader 
ecological restoration initiatives.     

Carried 

ATTENDANCE: Zeke Hoskins, Council’s Environmental Science Technician, was present for the following item. 

Env-1121-156 Working for Nature / Mahi mō te Taiao  
 E390-003-20 

The report provided an update on the sub-committee decisions regarding the allocation of Mahi mō te 
Taiao/Working for Nature grant funding. To highlight this report a PowerPoint presentation was shown (presentation filed 
in CM Record No. 21253600). 

It was noted that the Working for Nature/Mahi mō te Taiao grant round was officially launched on Monday 
2\ August and closed Tuesday 31 August. A total of 18 Habitat Marlborough applications and 18 Protecting 
Marlborough applications were received. 

The combined requested total of both categories was $253,825.62 which exceeded the $90,000 budget that has 
been allocated for the 2021/2022 financial year. 

A sub-committee of Councillors, the Environment Committee Rural Representative and a representative from the 
Marlborough Landscape Advisory Group reviewed the applications. 

It was reported that 13 Habitat Marlborough applications were successful, with four projects being fully funded.  
Twelve Protecting Marlborough applications were successful, with three projects being fully funded. Details of all 
grant applications approved were listed in the agenda item. 

Clrs Hope/Croad:   
That the report be received. 
Carried 

ATTENDANCE: Alan Johnson, Council’s Environmental Science & Monitoring Manager, was present for the 
following item. 

Env-1121-157 Jobs for Nature Update E360-002-002-03 
By way of background it was noted that Jobs for Nature is a $1.219 Billion programme that manages funding 
across multiple government agencies to benefit the environment, people and the regions.  The programme forms 
part of the COVID-19 recovery package (“Jobs for Nature”).  

The total number of projects where Council is directly managing stands at five with approved budgets from 
Government in the order of $25 million to be implemented by 2026. The five projects are Te Hoiere/Pelorus 
Catchment Restoration Project; Te Hoiere Project – Catchment Condition Survey, Quick-win jobs and 
restoration; Catchment Care At-Risk Catchments; National Wilding Conifer Control Programme (NWCCP); and 
Protecting and Restoring Flora at Scale. 

The projected new jobs to be created, with the exception of the wilding conifer programme, over the duration of 
the projects is 133 FTE positions.  Members were advised on what the government definition of an FTE is.  The 
positions created range from project managers, delivery personnel and support services.   
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It was noted that the Council’s responsibility is primarily a ‘fund holder’ role with key government accountabilities 
and managing the overarching service delivery aspects of the activities and services for each project 

Mr Johnson noted that to-date Council has used in kind resources of current staff who also have continued with 
their usual workloads. New Jobs for Nature staff, Sioban Harnett. Aubrey Tai, Zeke Hoskins, 
Rachel Russell were introduced to members. Mr Johnson acknowledged that Council is fortunate to have them 
on board as their skill sets are highly sought after. 

Clrs Hope/Faulls:   
That the information be received. 
Carried 

ATTENDANCE: Clr Sowman joined the meeting at 10.02 am during the following item. 

ATTENDANCE: Grace Tocker, Council’s Environmental Protection Officer, was present for the following item. 

Env-1121-158 Winery Wastewater & Grape Marc Monitoring 
Report E360-006-02 

The purpose of the report was to inform the Committee of the Compliance Group’s ongoing monitoring of the 
discharge of winery wastewater and grape marc to land for the period 1 June 2020 – 31 May 2021. To highlight 
this report a powerpoint presentation was shown (presentation filed in CM Record No. 21253442).  

A Compliance Snapshot Fact Sheet was circulated to members and is filed in CM Record No. 21253457. 

It was noted that in 2021 Marlborough has 28,360 total producing hectares with 269,521 total tonnes processed 
(last year 342,036 tonnes total). This equates to 72.8% proportion of the grapes harvested in NZ. 

Council monitored 40 wineries that discharge winery waste to land within the rural environment for the 2020/2021 
monitoring period with the following results: 16 wineries [40%] (18 in 2020) were fully compliant with all 
conditions or rules. 13 wineries [32.5%] (8 in 2020) were assessed as technically non-compliant. 10 wineries 
[25%] were assessed as non-compliant (12 in 2020). One winery was assessed as significantly non-compliant. 

It was noted that common areas of non-compliance were Exceeding pH range; Wastewater ponding; Exceeding 
wastewater/soil sampling limits; Missing sampling events or providing information late; and Wastewater or soil 
parameters exceeded. 

Members were advised that some wineries have moved to an automated system where pH is monitored 
constantly and the system will not allow wastewater to be discharged when the pH is outside of the permitted 
range. 

It was noted that the Compliance team will continue to engage with industry to address industry related issues 
such as solid waste disposal and management.  

Clrs Croad/Faulls:   
That the information be received. 
Carried 

Env-1121-159 Animal Control Sub-Committee D050-001-A04 
The minutes of the Animal Control Sub-Committee were presented for ratification by the Committee. 

Clr Arbuckle noted that the Animal Control contract is due to expire on 31 March 2022. RFPs closed on 
5 November. Applications will go through the evaluation process and it is planned that the contract will be 
awarded before Christmas. 



Environment - 18 November 2021 - Page 4 

Cat management – noted the recent article on Four Paws and their facility. They have been asked to present to a 
future Sub-Committee meeting. 

Blenheim Dog Park – The Sub-Committee is currently working with Parks & Open Spaces and Assets & Services 
with a plan being developed for the site. Investigation is underway on whether there would be sufficient space to 
include a Remembrance Park. Once a proposal is developed a report will be provided to this Committee.  

Clr Arbuckle outlined to members the inquiry regarding rehoming menacing dogs. The Sub-Committee is seeking 
clarification on whether it has delegation to make a decision. 

Members were advised that the Sub-Committee seeks regular upgrades from the BBA on dogs in the CBD 
following the adoption of the new Animal Control Bylaw currently no issues have been reported. 

Clr Taylor advised that she will follow up with Reserves on doggie doo stations which were raised during the 
bylaw process. 

Mr Beech noted the Four Paws article on neutering and then returning cats to the wild and considered that from a 
biosecurity and biodiversity perspective Council should not be supporting this policy. 

Clrs Arbuckle/Sowman:   
That the minutes of the Animal Control Sub-Committee meeting held on 7 October 2021 and 
4 November 2021 be ratified. 
Carried 

ATTENDANCE: Barbara Mead, Council’s Advocacy and Practice Integration Manager, was present for the 
following two items. 

Env-1121-160 Resource Consent Hearings Update  
 R450-004-22 

The report to the Committee provided a rolling summary of hearings scheduled and completed for applications 
for resource consent.  It was noted that since the onset of Covid-19 and the Level 4 Lockdown a practice has 
been implemented to consider extension of timeframes and online hearings where appropriate. 

It was noted that five hearings have been completed in the year commencing 1 July 2021.  Decisions on two of 
the applications have been issued.  A table listing the hearings was attached to the agenda item.  

In response to a query on the Flaxbourne Irrigation Scheme members were advised that the application has 
been put on hold at the request of the applicant.  

The Mayor/Clr Croad:   
That the report be received. 
Carried 

Env-1121-161 Appeals Update R450-004-22 
Members were advised that as at 3 November 2021 Council is engaged in nine appeals either as intervener or 
respondent. A summary and update was provided and further detailed in the agenda item.   

Clrs Arbuckle/Sowman:   
That the information be received. 
Carried 
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ATTENDANCE: Clr Brooks withdrew from the meeting at 10.30am. 

Env-1121-162 Information Package - 
Val Wadsworth, Council’s Environmental Scientist – Hydrology provided members with further information on the 
17 July 2021 weather event. Images were shown to support the additional information (filed in CM Record Nos: 
21253117, 21253118, 21253119). 

The Mayor/Clr Croad:   
That the Regulatory Department Information Package dated 18 November 2021 be received and noted. 
Carried 

Env-1121-163 Decision to Conduct Business with the Public 
Excluded - 

The Mayor/Clr Croad:   
That the public be excluded from the following parts of the proceedings of this meeting, namely: 
-  Sub-Committee Minutes (Public Excluded Sections) 

The general subject of each matter to be considered while the public is excluded, the reason for passing 
this resolution in relation to each matter and the specific grounds under Section 48(1) of the Local 
Government Official Information and Meetings Act 1987 for the passing of this resolution are as follows: 

General subject of each 
matter to be considered 

Reason for passing this 
resolution in relation to 
each matter 

Ground(s) under Section 48(1) for the 
passing of this resolution 

Minutes  As set out in the Minutes and 
Reports 

That the public conduct of the relevant part 
of the proceedings of the meeting would be 
likely to result in the disclosure of 
information for which good reason for 
withholding exists under Section 7 of the 
Local Government Official Information and 
Meetings Act 1987. 

Carried 

 

The meeting closed at 10.48 am. 

 

Record No:  21253737 
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