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Marlborough Biodiversity Forum to 
be held in early May
Biodiversity is a term used 
to describe the variety of life, 
including plants and animals. 
Variety will be a feature of the 
programme at the upcoming 
Marlborough Biodiversity Forum 
planned for Sunday 2 May.
Speakers for the morning session 
include the Council’s River 
Operations Engineer David Aires 
speaking about ‘what a Wairau 
River Regional Park would look 
like’ and Project Manager Heli 
Wade presenting on the 
‘Te Hoiere/Pelorus catchment: 
Restoration on a landscape 
scale’. Forest & Bird’s Gillian 
Dennis will talk about the Te 
Hoiere/Pelorus Bat Recovery 
Project.

During the afternoon session, the 
forum will explore the question of 
how we can work together 
as a district, with discussion 
groups looking at how to control 
weeds in our natural areas and 
how best to introduce predator 
control on a landscape scale.
This free event is open to the 
public and will be held at the 
Giesen Sports and Events Centre 
in Renwick. 
Participants are welcome to 
attend for the whole day or just 
the morning or afternoon session.
Please register by Friday 
23 April by emailing: 
biodiversitymarlborough@gmail.com

The Council is planning to release the 
rabbit haemorrhagic virus strain RHDV1 K5 
in early May along sections of the Taylor 
River Reserve and at neighbouring vineyard 
properties. 
The area includes the floodway reserve 
between Purkiss Street and south to opposite 
Turnbull Drive.
Rabbits are causing extensive damage to the 
stop banks along parts of the Taylor River 
and to adjacent vineyards. Stop banks are 
essential for maintaining Blenheim’s flood 
protection defences. The area has high 
numbers of wild rabbits and conventional 
control methods such as shooting are 
difficult to undertake in this area, which 
is open to the public and popular for 
recreation.
Parks and Open Spaces Officer Robin Dunn 
said the K5 strain had been successfully used 
in New Zealand since 2018. It is an important 
tool to supplement traditional pest control 
methods to reduce the environmental and 
agricultural impacts of wild rabbits.

The optimal time for effective release of the 
virus against wild rabbits is in May.
The virus is specific to rabbits and will not 
harm any other animals eating the bait or 
through any carcasses that pets may find. “It 
is one of the only safe tools to use in these 
high public use areas,” he said.   
“A vaccine to protect pet and farmed rabbits 
from RHDV1 K5 is available from local 
veterinarians. Blenheim’s pet rabbit owners 
are advised to talk to their vet to ensure their 
rabbits have the best protection available.” 
Carrots will be used to convey the virus and 
pre-feeding of at least two feeds of carrots 
will take place up to two weeks before the 
RHDV1 K5 release. 
Pre-feeding trains the rabbits to eat bait and 
allows the amount of treated baits required 
for each site to 
be estimated, to ensure high bait uptake. The 
impact of the K5 release will then be 
monitored.
For more information please contact the 
Council on 03 520 7400.

The Council’s Long Term Plan 2021-31 
Consultation Document is now open for 
public consultation.
It outlines the Council’s key priorities for 
the next decade, which affects rates, debt 
and levels of service for the community. 
The Consultation Document proposes 
increased investment in infrastructure and 
economic development, the environment 
and in sports and community facilities. 
It also contains details on a number of 
proposals including:
• Creating a Covid-19 Rates Relief Reserve
• Council’s role in housing
• Whether to continue with one hour’s free

parking in Blenheim and Picton, but with
an indicative 50% increase in parking fees
after one hour and an average rating
impact of $9.33 per rateable property for
2021-2022

• The adoption of a draft Infrastructure
Strategy, draft Financial Strategy and
an updated Development Contributions
Policy.

Burn cleanly this winter

Rabbit K5 calicivirus to be released on Taylor 
River Reserve

Did you know that open fires, 
inefficient wood burners and 
poor wood burning practices 
contribute to Blenheim’s winter 
air pollution?
Make sure you’re doing your bit 
to help us all breathe easier by 
ensuring you’re burning cleanly 
this winter.
If your home has an open 
fire, installing a heat pump or 
new wood burner is a better 
alternative. Open fires are no 
longer permitted in new house 
builds. 
If your wood burner is older 
than 15 years it’s worth 
considering replacing it with 
a newer, compliant model. 
New burners comply with 
the National Environmental 
Standards for air quality. 
If you are intending on using a 
fire this winter, here are some 
tips to help you burn cleanly:
• Use only dry, seasoned wood

- it takes 8 to 12 months for
new wood to dry

• Buy wood from a reputable
supplier

• Denser wood such as gum
or macrocarpa burns longer,
with more heat

• Store wood properly; stack it
in a covered, dry place with
good ventilation

• Don’t burn treated or painted
timber - it produces toxic
gases. Treated timber has a
light green tinge and stamps
on the wood.

Heat pumps and modern, 
ultra-low emission burners emit 
less smoke than older, more 
polluting burners. To assist you 
in the move to clean home 
heating, the Council offers 
an energy efficiency funding 
service to ratepayers, for an 
approved home clean heating 
installation. 
For more information on 
this scheme visit: www.
marlborough.govt.nz/services/
rates/energy-efficiency/home-
clean-heating

Long Term Plan adopted for consultation 

To find out more and have your say, read 
the Consultation Document, which you’ll 
find on our website at www.marlborough. 
govt.nz or pick one up from the Council’s 
offices and libraries in Blenheim and Picton. 
Consultation closes at 5.00 pm on 10 May, 
with hearings scheduled for 1 to 3 June. The 
plan will be adopted by the Council on 30 
June and new rates are effective from 1 July.  

How many rabbits can you see? Rabbits are causing extensive damage to Taylor River stop 
banks and adjacent vineyards and numbers need to be controlled
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