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The following meetings are open to the 
public and anyone is welcome to attend. 
Copies of the agendas will be available online 
and at the Council’s Office,  
15 Seymour Street. 

Planning, Finance & Community 
Committee
Thursday 29 April at 9.00 am

Council
Thursday 13 May at 9.00 am

The times and dates may be subject to 
change.
Please contact the Committee Secretary;  
ph: 03 520 7400 for confirmation.

Council
meetings

Marlborough Events www.follow-me.co.nz

Sounds of Christmas

Marlborough Events www.follow-me.co.nz

National Basketball League 
Pre-Season Blitz
Here’s your chance to see National 
Basketball League teams the Wellington 
Saints, Nelson Giants and Canterbury Rams 
compete in an action-packed pre-season 
tournament right here in Marlborough.  
Fri 16 & Sat 17 April 
Fri: 6.30 pm - 8.30 pm 
Sat: 12.00 pm - 2.00 pm 
Marlborough Lines Stadium 2000, 
Kinross Street, Blenheim

Vinyl in the Vines
The first event was so popular that the 
Lawson’s team are doing it all over again! 
Enjoy a cruisy afternoon with great music, 
food, wine and beer. Hear a classic 
catalogue of vinyl sounds from DJs Dai, Slice 
and Boom, with records for sale from Family 
Jewels Records. Don’t forget to bring your 
vinyl for swapping or selling.  
Sat 17 April; 2.00 pm - 5.30 pm 
Lawson’s Dry Hills Cellar Door,  
238 Alabama Road, Blenheim

Earth Day: Picnic in the Park
Celebrate this year’s Earth Day with a 
family fun day at Pollard Park. There will be 
something for everyone - live music, craft 
market, workshops, CKNZ Kids’ Zone and 
plenty of opportunities to learn all about 
the amazing environmental projects in 
Marlborough. 
Sun 18 April; 10.00 am - 3.00 pm 
Pollard Park, Blenheim

The Council’s Long Term Plan 2021-31 
Consultation Document is now open for 
public consultation.
It outlines the Council’s key priorities for the 
next decade, which affects rates, debt and 
levels of service for the community. 
The Consultation Document proposes 
increased investment in infrastructure and 
economic development, the environment 
and in sports and community facilities. It also 
contains details on a number of proposals 
including:
•   Creating a Covid-19 Rates Relief Reserve
•  Council’s role in housing
•  Whether to continue with one hour’s free

                    parking in Blenheim and Picton, but with an 
indicative 50% increase in parking fees after 
one hour and an average rating impact of 
$9.33 per rateable property for 2021-2022

•  The adoption of a draft Infrastructure 
Strategy, draft Financial Strategy and an 
updated Development Contributions Policy.

To find out more and have your say, read the 
Consultation Document, which you’ll find on 
our website at www.marlborough.govt.nz 
or pick one up from the Council’s offices and 
libraries in Blenheim and Picton. 
Consultation closes at 5.00 pm on 10 May, 
with hearings scheduled for 1 to 3 June. The 
plan will be adopted by the Council on 30 
June and new rates are effective from 1 July.  

Long Term Plan adopted for consultation 

Long Term Plan
H A V E  Y O U R  S A Y

2 0 2 1  -  2 0 3 1

Marlborough’s representation review process underway
Three councillors have been appointed to 
oversee the community consultation process 
for the Council’s representation review.
Nadine Taylor, Gerald Hope and David Croad 
have been appointed to the group, alongside 
Mayor John Leggett. The review will consider 
whether councillors are elected as a whole 
or through a ward structure, or through a 
combination of both.

The representation review is a formal process 
required under the Local Electoral Act 2001. 
The public has a right to make submissions 
to the Council’s initial propWosal and also 
appeal or object to its final proposal. At the 
same time, the Council also needs to decide 
whether to establish a Māori ward and will be 
seeking the views of iwi during April.

Did you know that open fires, inefficient wood burners and 
poor wood burning practices contribute to Blenheim’s winter 
air pollution?
Make sure you’re doing your bit to help us all breathe easier 
by ensuring you’re burning cleanly this winter.
If your home has an open fire, installing a heat pump or new 
wood burner is a better alternative. Open fires are no longer 
permitted in new house builds. 
If your wood burner is older than 15 years it’s worth 
considering replacing it with a newer, compliant model. New 
burners comply with the National Environmental Standards 
for air quality. 
If you are intending on using a fire this winter, here are some 
tips to help you burn cleanly:
• Use only dry, seasoned wood - it takes 8 to  12 months for new wood to dry
• Buy wood from a reputable supplier
• Denser wood such as gum or macrocarpa burns longer, with more heat
• Store wood properly; stack it in a covered, dry place with good ventilation
•  Don’t burn treated or painted timber - it produces toxic gases. Treated timber has a light 

green tinge and stamps on the wood.
Heat pumps and modern, ultra-low emission burners emit less smoke than older, more 
polluting burners. To assist you in the move to clean home heating, the Council offers 
an energy efficiency funding service to ratepayers, for an approved home clean heating 
installation.
For more information on this scheme visit:  
www.marlborough.govt.nz/services/rates/energy-efficiency/home-clean-heating

Burn cleanly this winter

Marlborough Biodiversity Forum to be held in early May
Biodiversity is a term used to describe the 
variety of life, including plants and animals.
Variety will be a feature of the programme 
at the upcoming Marlborough Biodiversity 
Forum planned for Sunday 2 May.
Speakers for the morning session include the 
Council’s River Operations Engineer David 
Aires speaking about ‘what a Wairau River 
Regional Park would look like’ and Project 
Manager Heli Wade presenting on the ‘Te 
Hoiere/Pelorus catchment: Restoration on a 
landscape scale’. 
Forest & Bird’s Gillian Dennis will talk on the 
Te Hoiere/Pelorus Bat Recovery Project.

During the afternoon session, the forum will 
explore the question of how we can work 
together as a district, with discussion groups 
looking at how to control weeds in our natural 
areas and considering how best to introduce 
predator control on a landscape scale.
This free event is open to the public and will 
be held at the Giesen Sports and Events 
Centre in Renwick. Participants are welcome 
to attend for the whole day or just the 
morning or afternoon session.
Please register by Friday 23 April by emailing:  
biodiversitymarlborough@gmail.com

Night closures pending at Pelorus Bridge
Waka Kotahi NZ Transport Agency crews 
will be working at Pelorus Bridge on SH6 
between Havelock and Nelson for three 
nights from this Monday.
The work will run from April 19 to 21 between 
7.00 pm and 6.00 am.
After closing at 7.00 pm, drivers will be 
allowed through at 8.00 pm, with a ten to 
15-minute window. People arriving after the 
8.00 pm open slot should expect up to a two 
hour delay.

Traffic will be allowed through every two 
hours from 8.00 pm.
Damage to the bridge will be repaired over 
the three nights, as well as other routine 
maintenance. The following two nights, 
Thursday 22 and Friday 23 April, could also 
be night closures if it is wet earlier in the 
week.
Waka Kotahi thanks all drivers who may be 
inconvenienced by this work. Emergency 
access will be managed at all times.

Request for tender - senior housing grounds maintenance 
services
The Council invites proposals for the above contract. Proposals are restricted to contractors 
with a permanent base in Marlborough.
The contract involves grounds maintenance for senior housing sites including the disposal of 
garden refuse, spraying and pruning.
Tenders close at 4.00 pm on Monday 10 May 2021.
Tender documents can be obtained from www.marlborough.govt.nz/your-council/tenders 
All enquiries to:
Wendy Harcus, APL Property Limited 
First Floor, 27 Scott Street, Blenheim 7201 
Ph:  03 577 7780 
E:  wendy.harcus@aplproperty.co.nz

Dangerous and Insanitary Building Policy 2021
Council has reviewed its Dangerous and Insanitary Building Policy 2021 and is proposing a 
review that provides a more in-depth explanation of the Building Act requirements, and the 
policies and procedures to meet those requirements. The implications of the policy have not 
changed from the 2015 policy.
The proposed policy is now open for public consultation. 
A copy of the Review of the Policy is available at 
https://www.marlborough.govt.nz/your-council/have-your-say-consultations or by visiting 
the Council’s offices or libraries in Blenheim and Picton.
For further information please email buildingconsents@marlborough.govt.nz
The deadline for submissions is 5.00 pm on Monday 10 May 2021.

Sarah Bates

Rabbit K5 calicivirus to be released on Taylor River Reserve
The Council is planning to release the rabbit haemorrhagic virus strain RHDV1 K5 in early 
May along sections of the Taylor River Reserve and at neighbouring vineyard properties. 
The area includes the floodway reserve between Purkiss Street and south to opposite 
Turnbull Drive.
Rabbits are causing extensive damage to the stop banks along parts of the Taylor River and 
to adjacent vineyards. Stop banks are essential for maintaining Blenheim’s flood protection 
defences. The area has high numbers of wild rabbits and conventional control methods such 
as shooting are difficult to undertake in this area, which is open to the public and popular for 
recreation.
Parks and Open Spaces Officer Robin Dunn said the K5 strain had been successfully used 
in New Zealand since 2018 and was an important tool to supplement traditional pest control 
methods in reducing the environmental and agricultural impacts of wild rabbits. 
The optimal time for effective release of the virus against wild rabbits is in May.
The virus is specific to rabbits and will not harm any other animals eating the bait or through 
any carcasses that pets may find. “It is one of the only safe tools to use in these high public 
use areas,” he said.  
“A vaccine to protect pet and farmed rabbits from RHDV1 is available from local 
veterinarians. Blenheim’s pet rabbit owners are advised to talk to their vet to ensure their 
rabbits have the best protection available.”
For more information please contact the Council on 03 520 7400.

There are 36 rabbits in the photo - can you see them all?

Awatere and Dashwood rural boil water notice 
Water from the Council’s reticulation network providing water to the Awatere and Dashwood 
rural areas should be boiled. 
It does not currently meet NZ Drinking Water Standards and may contain bacteria or 
protozoa that is harmful to human health. All water used for drinking, food preparation or 
cleaning teeth should be boiled before use.
Treated water is available at the public taps on Marama Road, outside Seddon School. For 
further information contact the Council on Ph: 03 520 7400.

The Economic Action Marlborough (TEAM) Group was formed 
in April last year to support local businesses across the region 
as part of the Covid-19 recovery. Since then TEAM Group has, 
with Council’s support, helped a wide variety of economic 
recovery projects. We invited some of the recipients to share 
their story . . . beginning this week with: 

Maunga to Moana - putting South Marlborough on the map
TEAM Group’s funding for this project promoted ‘response 
and resilience’ by supporting tourism, retail and hospitality 
businesses in South Marlborough, and ‘return’ and 
‘reimagination’ by enabling South Marlborough to design a 
better future. The video project features accommodation, 
honey, venison, mussels, olive oil, wine, gardens, walking, 
mountain biking, rafting and glamping.
In the words of Sarah Bates... 

What was the problem you were trying to address and did 
this project create the benefits you were expecting? 
We wanted to put South Marlborough on the map.  Until now 
we have been the forgotten patch of Marlborough. After setting up a 
local business networking group it became apparent that this area had so much to offer for 
both tourism and business investment that we needed to showcase it to New Zealand and 
the world. 
We also wanted to bring the South Marlborough business community together, as by 
working in a cooperative and cohesive manner we will be able to achieve more, and faster!
We are finding that interactions with various agencies and interested parties out of South 
Marlborough are increasing, and more promotional opportunities are coming through. The 
concept of South Marlborough is taking hold!

How successful do you think your project will be?
We think it will be very successful at showcasing to the rest of New Zealand what we are 
doing in South Marlborough. 
It could also be useful in promoting this area to international agents. South Marlborough 
is known for its earthquakes, but we will take people deeper so they understand what a 
wonderful place it is to live, explore and do business.
We recently heard that The Whale Trail bike trail from Blenheim to Seddon is scheduled to 
be completed by the end of this year. This makes the Maunga to Moana project even more 
relevant and timely. The Whale Trail coming so soon will provide further opportunities to 
promote Maunga to Moana, and vice versa.

What else would you like to share with the community about this initiative? 
We plan to launch the documentary with a premiere evening of the series at the Awatere 
Yealands Memorial Hall, inviting our community and wider Marlborough to share and take 
pride in what the talented South Marlborough businesses have to offer.

TEAM Group - Celebrating the successes

A new logo and video, ‘Maunga to Moana’, is designed to bring businesses in the community together

‘Spirited’ women from around New Zealand converge on
Marlborough
Women hiked, biked and kayaked their way around Marlborough last weekend in the second 
edition of the South Island Spirited Women - All Women’s Adventure Race.
Based out of Blenheim from Friday 9 April to Sunday 11 April, the event attracted 330 teams 
(1320 participants). 
At least 85% of the teams who took part were from outside the region so it was a fantastic 
weekend for showcasing Marlborough, said the Council’s Regional Events Advisor, 
Samantha Young.
“Marlborough successfully bid to host the South Island event and it was great to see it all 
come together. It’s a very popular event for women from around the country to team up 
and train together for a great adventure. An event of this scale brings a massive economic 
benefit as well,” she said.
The race is held twice each year and brings teams of four women together who choose from 
a short, medium or long-course adventure. The North Island event was held in Northland in 
March.
Travelling together in a team, they must navigate around a secret course - only revealed 
the Friday prior to the event - by foot, mountain bike, and kayak, completing a few surprise 
mystery activities along the way.

It's all smiles for Diamonds in the Rough in last weekend’s South Island Spirited Women - All Women’s 
Adventure Race held in Marlborough. Photo Credit: Photos4sale Ltd
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