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Awatere and Dashwood rural boil water notice 
Water from the Council’s reticulation network providing water to the Awatere  
and Dashwood rural areas should be boiled. It does not currently meet the NZ Drinking 
Water Standard and may contain bacteria or protozoa that is harmful to human health.  
All water used for drinking, food preparation or cleaning teeth should be boiled  
before use.
Treated water is available at the public taps on Marama Road, outside Seddon School. 
For further information contact the Council on Ph: 03 520 7400.

Our proposed rates increase is 5.73% 
- that’s about $160 a year or $3 per 
week for the average Marlborough 
household.

The challenges presented in preparing our Long Term Plan have 
been like no other. While we have fared better than other parts of the 
world, and other parts of New Zealand, Marlburians are still living in a 
period of uncertainty caused by the global Covid-19 pandemic.
When it was clear that we were confronted with a global crisis right here at home, 
the Council took decisive action, keeping our rates increase below inflation at 1.88%. 
These interventions included amongst other things, increased grants to community 
organisations and facilities providers, funding campaigns to support Marlborough 
businesses, easing car parking costs to encourage activity in our town centres and 
continuing planned infrastructure expenditure. We also amended our procurement 
policy to enable faster, more locally focussed tendering processes. We were able to do 
this by delaying some expenditure, and now we’re able to smooth rates increases over 
the next few years due to our strong financial management and low level of debt.
Like many other councils, we 
are now playing catch up. The 
spending that we put off last year 
is still needed for Marlborough to 
move forward. And free parking, 
while popular, isn’t actually free. It 
comes at a projected revenue loss 
of over $550,000 in this financial 
year for the Council, keeping that 
account in a deficit. This is one of 
many issues that are awaiting  
your feedback.
This year’s rise in rates is likely  
to be higher than what Marlburians 
are used to, but still lower than 
many councils across New 
Zealand, with some proposing 
double-digit increases. Currently, 
we’re proposing a rates increase 
for the coming financial year from 
1 July 2021 of 5.73% - that’s about 
$160 per year or $3 per week 
for the average Marlborough 
household. 

It will, however, be difficult to get our proposed increase much lower than 5.73% 
because of the costs driving this increase:
•  Inflation, advised each year by the Local Government Cost Index (LGCI)
•  Increased infrastructure investment due to growth and increasing Government  

and community requirements 
•  Covid-19 recovery work and 

revenue impacts
•  New Government regulations, 

which impact virtually every 
aspect of Council

Marlborough’s growth is higher 
now than in the past and is 
contributing to a greater need for infrastructure investment - primarily pipes in the 
ground, water treatment and roads. Our infrastructure programme will see a record  
$80 million budgeted for 2021/2022, and an average of $74 million in each of the 
following 10 years.

Our capital expenditure programme has increased significantly and this means we 
will take on more debt. But borrowing is affordable right now, and it spreads the cost 
fairly across the generations, a principle known as intergenerational equity. This means 
today’s ratepayers do not bear all the costs of tomorrow’s infrastructure.

We have six key aims to achieve our financial outcomes over the next decade. While 
we may take on more debt, we plan to maintain a minimum AA stable credit rating from 
S&P Global, as well as cap our debt at $230 million, which is less than 10% of our assets. 
We’re also maintaining our investments in Port Marlborough, Marlborough Airport and 
accessible funds for emergencies.

Our Long Term Plan is all about positive outcomes for our community - namely our 
people, environment, economy, connectivity and how we live. These outcomes  
can only be underpinned by strong governance and community participation. That’s 
where we need your help.

Our consultation document outlines our key priorities for the next decade, which affect 
our rates, debt and levels of service for our community. Please take the opportunity to 
have your say. Help us shape Marlborough’s future and how we get there, together.  

  

John Leggett 
Mayor of Marlborough

30 June
Adoption of final  

plan and rates set

8 June
Council considers  

submissions

9 April 
Public consultation  

opens
Submission  

period

10 May
Consultation  

closes at 5pm

1-3 June
Submission  

hearings

1 July 
New rates effective and Long 
Term Plan comes into effect

Timeline - Have Your SayMarlborough District Council is 
reviewing what we plan to deliver 
in our community over the next 
10 years. Submissions are open 
for your feedback until 10 May 
2021. 
All local authorities are required by the 
Local Government Act 2002 to prepare 
a 10-year Long Term Plan every three 
years, outlining the what, when and how 
of their planned spending over the next 
decade. Our Long Term Plan Consultation 
Document sets out a plan for our works 
and services, budgets and rates for the 
next 10 years, but with a particular focus 
on the next three years.
The Consultation Document 
proposes increased investment in 
our infrastructure and economic 
development, the environment and  
in sports and community facilities. 

It also contains details on a number of 
proposals including:
•  Creating a Covid-19 Rates Relief Reserve
• Council’s role in housing 
•  Whether to continue with one hour free 

parking in Blenheim and Picton town 
centres, but with an indicative 50% 
increase in parking fees after one hour 
and an average rating impact of $9.33 
per rateable property for 2021-2022

•  The adoption of a draft Infrastructure 
Strategy, draft Financial Strategy and 
an updated Development Contributions 
Policy.

To find out more and have your say,  
read the Consultation Document,  
which you’ll find on our website at  
www.marlborough.govt.nz or pick  
one up from the Council’s offices  
and libraries in Blenheim and Picton. 

Long Term Plan Consultation
2021 - 2031

Five Buck a Duck Derby
Marlborough’s More FM has teamed 
up with Life Education Trust and MTF 
Finance Blenheim to bring you this 
year’s Duck Derby. Get ready to join in 
the fun and purchase your duck today!
Sun 2 May; 10.30 am - 1.00 pm
Taylor River Reserve

Wheeler’s Luck - A Rural Comedy
Enjoy an evening at the theatre with this 
rural comedy about a small coastal New 
Zealand town full of eccentric characters 
and authenticity. All profits will be 
donated to the Youth Discovery Theatre.
Wed 5 - Sat 8 May
ASB Theatre Marlborough

Marlborough Events www.follow-me.co.nz
Wilding pine project wins Supreme Environment Award
The Marlborough Sounds Restoration 
Trust, a trail-blazing project to get rid  
of wilding pines and bring back the  
bush, has won the Supreme Award 
at the 2021 Cawthron Marlborough 
Environment Awards.
The winners, announced at the 
Marlborough Events Centre on  
Friday April 23, were:
Supreme and Landscape and Habitat 
Enhancement: Marlborough Sounds 
Restoration Trust - Community action  
on wilding pine control
Business Innovation: Pinoli Premium Pine 
Nuts - Creating a business adapted to 
climate change
Wine Industry: Lawson’s Dry Hills - 
Continuous improvement to reduce 
environmental impact
Marine: Marine Farming Association - 
Restoring Pelorus Sound mussel beds
Community Innovation: Marlborough 
Community Gardens - Growing food and 
connecting people
Forestry: OneFortyOne Kaituna Sawmill - 
Cutting back their carbon footprint
Farming: Mount Oliver - Transformation  
of a Marlborough Sounds dairy farm
The Awards encourage businesses 
and community groups to share 
their experience in looking after the 
environment,

and public field days will be hosted by 
winners over the next few months. 
The Council is a principal sponsor and 
Mayor John Leggett captured the  
theme for the night when he said  
“we achieve more for the environment 
when we work together. More than ever, 
Council is working closely with industry, 
Te Tau Ihu iwi, the community, and 
central government on initiatives to  
look after our environment”.
For further information go to:  
www.cmea.org.nz

A NIWA report commissioned by the 
Council on climate change is now 
available on the Council website. The 
report includes projections and potential 
impacts for the region to help identify 
where climate change may require further 
investigation and action by Council staff.
The report summarises two scenarios 
where Paris Agreement targets are not 
achieved, a high-emissions scenario with 
no mitigation and a mid-range scenario 
where emissions stabilise at the year 2100. 
Under both scenarios, Marlborough’s 
annual rainfall wouldn’t significantly 
change, but seasonal weather would 
vary more, with many areas experiencing 
wetter winters and longer, hotter dry spells 
in the summer. 
Among the findings, Marlborough would 
be likely to see:
•  Increased drought frequency and 

duration
• Increased coastal erosion and inundation
•  Changing rainfall patterns and increasing 

extremes
•  Warmer temperatures and more frequent 

hot extremes

The impacts of climate change isn’t new to 
the Council as the Resource Management 
Act 1991 (RMA) requires local government 
to consider it when carrying out its 
obligations under the act. 
The Proposed Marlborough Environment 
Plan (PMEP) includes an entire chapter 
on climate change. The 2021-2031 Long 
Term Plan, now out for consultation, also 
addresses climate change in relation to 
infrastructure. 
The report also explores the potential 
impacts of climate change on the primary 
sector, including increased pests and 
diseases, longer growing seasons, and 
opportunities for different crops in new 
locations.
While New Zealand is a small player in 
terms of total global greenhouse gas 
emissions (contributing less than 0.3 per 
cent), the country has the 12th highest 
level of emissions per capita in the 
developed world.
For further information go to  
www.marlborough.govt.nz/environment/
climate/climate-change

New climate change report available online 

Alpine Fault Roadshow
We can't predict earthquakes, but we 
can prepare for them. Hear from leading 
scientists about the likely impacts of an 
Alpine Fault earthquake in Marlborough 
and how we can prepare for it.
Mon 10 May; 7.00 pm - 9.00 pm
Scenic Hotel, Blenheim 

The dog registration year runs from 1 July 2021 to 30 June 2022 and all dogs over three 
months old must be registered. Forms for the 2021/2022 dog registration year will be 
sent to the owner’s last known address in early June.

Please notify Animal Control if:
• Ownership of your dog changes
• Your dog leaves the district
• You have a change of address
• Your dog dies
If you have any questions please Contact Animal Control by phone 03 520 9033  
or email animalcontrol@xtra.co.nz
This is a public notice in accordance with Section 37(6) of the Dog Control Act 1996.

Category Annual fee
Responsible dog owner (dog must be desexed and microchipped) $60
Standard dog $90
Old dog (for dogs over 12 years old as of 1 July 2021) $45
Dangerous dog $135
Working dog 
10+ working dogs (for each extra dog)

$20
$10

Disability assist dogs and Police dogs No fee

Dog Registration 

Above: Supreme winners with sponsors, 
from left, Gerald Hope and Edwin Pitts 
(Marlborough Research Centre), Andrew 
Macalister, Isabella Lee and Eric Jorgensen 
(Marlborough Sounds Restoration Trust),  
and Dion Mundy (Plant & Food)
Below: All the winners in this year’s 
Cawthron Marlborough Environment 
Awards

Message from the Mayor 

The following Council meeting is open 
to the public and anyone is welcome  
to attend. Copies of the agendas will  
be available online and at the  
Council’s Office, 15 Seymour Street

Council  
Thursday 13 May at 9.00 am
The times and dates may be subject to 
change. Please contact the Committee 
Secretary, Ph: 03 520 7400 for confirmation.

http://www.cmea.org.nz
http://www.marlborough.govt.nz/environment/climate/climate-change
http://www.marlborough.govt.nz/environment/climate/climate-change

