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The following meetings are open to the 
public and anyone is welcome to attend. 
Copies of the agendas will be available online 
and at Council’s Office, 15 Seymour Street. 

Environment Committee 
Thursday 28 April at 9.00 am
Planning, Finance & Community  
Committee 
Thursday 5 May at 9.00 am
Council  
Thursday 19 May at 9.00 am

The times and dates may be subject to 
change, please contact the Committee 
Secretary, Ph: 03 520 7400 for confirmation.

Council
meetings

Marlborough Events www.follow-me.co.nz

Sounds of Christmas

Marlborough Events www.follow-me.co.nz

Please note, during these times of uncertainty events are subject to change  
at short notice. Please contact organisers directly for the latest information.

Calling all 12 to 18 year olds! Grab your 
friends and join the Sport Tasman team this 
Friday and try out their Rock Wall, Sumo Suits 
and Gladiator Ring as well as enjoy a tasty 
sausage sizzle and great music. Free entry. 
Fri 22 April: 4.00 pm - 6.00 pm
Renwick Sports & Events Centre,  
8 Uxbridge Street, Renwick

Renwick Youth Night

Omaka Mosquito Day
Enjoy a fabulous family day at Omaka and 
see the first public engine runs of the John 
Smith Mosquito as well as a display of classic 
cars and warbirds, great food and live music. 
But that’s not all - your ticket includes entry 
into the outstanding aviation museum too! 
Sun 24 April: 10.00 am - 3.00 pm
Omaka Aviation Heritage Centre,  
79 Aerodrome Road, Blenheim

Tatau: Tatau Samoa ma ata pu’e Samoan Tattooing & Photography
On now - touring exhibition showcasing the 
works of four photographers who capture the 
dynamic practice of contemporary Samoan 
tatau over the last 40 years.
Weekdays: 10.30 am - 4.30 pm
Weekends: 1.00 pm - 4.00 pm
Millennium Public Art Gallery,  
Cnr Seymour & Alfred Streets, Blenheim

Taylor River annual weed removal starting soon
Current high levels of water in the Taylor River 
are due to a build-up of weed in the lower 
Ōpaoa River.
Council’s Rivers and Drainage Engineer 
Geoff Dick says this is more pronounced than 
normal thanks to a warm and wet summer 
and a breakdown of Council’s weed cutter 
boat which limited the early summer cut.
“The public will have noticed the high levels 
of water in the Taylor, particularly near Raupō 
café,” Mr Dick said. “This is due to the normal 
build-up of weed which we get during the 
warm summer months, but the water level will 
drop once we get our weed boat back on the 
Ōpaoa River.”
A variety of aquatic weeds grow prolifically in 
the Taylor and Lower Ōpaoa rivers.  
“If left unmanaged this weed raises water 
levels and becomes unsightly. Downstream 
of State Highway 1 in the lower Ōpaoa the 
weed is cut three times a year using Council’s 
weed cutter boat,” Mr Dick said.

Most years Council also removes weed 
growth from the Taylor River upstream of 
Raupō by digger and weed rake. 
Council plans to start this work as soon as 
the weed cutter boat can be repaired. It 
is expected the new part, brought in from 
Australia, will be fitted over Easter.
“This is a little earlier than usual. It will help to 
lower the water level and remedy the flooded 
board walks,” Mr Dick said.
Council is also upgrading a section of 
stopbank near the Purkiss Street entrance  
to the Taylor River Reserve. 
“At Brook Street the trees in the stopbank 
were removed because they were beginning 
to fail and residents were concerned if a large 
limb or tree fell their way,” Mr Dick said. 
“Cutting the trees down is the easy part. 
Stumping them and repairing the stopbank is 
quite a big job and will likely be completed in 
two parts. Work is already underway on this,” 
he said.

Awatere and Dashwood rural boil water notice
Water from Council’s reticulation network 
to the Awatere and Dashwood rural areas 
should be boiled. 
It does not currently meet the NZ Drinking 
Water Standards and may contain bacteria 
or protozoa that are harmful to human 
health. All water used for drinking, food 

preparation or cleaning teeth should be 
boiled before use.
Treated water is available at the public taps 
on Marama Road, outside Seddon School. 
For further information contact the Council 
on Ph: 03 520 7400.

A time to remember
"They shall grow not old, as we that are  
left grow old: Age shall not weary them,  
nor the years condemn. At the going  
down of the sun and in the morning we  
will remember them.”
As you pass Blenheim’s Seymour Square  
in the lead up to Anzac Day, take a moment 
to remember those who have lost their lives 
in conflict.
The Returned Services Association 
Marlborough branch coordinates this  
tribute with the Council’s support. 
The 645 crosses are a poignant reminder of 
the region’s losses, with each featuring the 
name and rank of a Marlborough  
soldier who lost his life.
Crosses have also been placed at 
Canvastown, Grovetown, Havelock, Picton, 
Rai Valley, Renwick, Seddon, Spring Creek, 
Torea Bay, Wairau Valley and Ward. At the going down of the sun and in the 

morning we will remember them

Council services on Anzac Day 25 April 
Council’s Blenheim office will be closed from 
5.00 pm on Friday 22 April and reopen on 
Tuesday 26 April at 8.00 am. 
Please note that the Blenheim Customer 
Service Centre will also be closed on 
Wednesdays between 12.30 pm and 1.30 pm 
for the next two weeks (27 April and 4 May).
Opening times for transfer stations, the 
Resource Recovery Centre, Greenwaste 
Acceptance Facility, composting and the 
landfill on Anzac Day are:
Transfer stations
Blenheim 
Monday 25 April - 1.00 pm to 4.30 pm
Picton 
Monday 25 April - 1.00 pm to 4.00 pm
Havelock 
Monday 25 April - 1.00 pm to 2.00 pm
Rai Valley, Seddon and Wairau Valley transfer 
stations will be closed on Monday 25 April.

Resource Recovery Centre and  
Greenwaste Acceptance Facility
Monday 25 April - 1.00 pm to 4.30 pm
Landfill
Monday 25 April - closed.
Kerbside rubbish bag and recycling 
collections 
Rubbish bags and recycling crates normally 
collected on Mondays will be collected on 
Tuesday 26 April.
Please make sure your bag and crate is out 
on the kerb by 7.30 am.
Marlborough District Libraries 
Marlborough District Library (Blenheim) and 
Picton Library and Service Centre will be 
closed.
Bus services
Bus services will not operate on Anzac Day. 
Normal services resume on Tuesday 26 April.

US President Franklin D. Roosevelt once 
observed that “we cannot always build the 
future for our youth, but we can build our 
youth for the future.”
Building Marlborough’s youth is a key 
function of the local Youth Council which 
provides a platform for them to communicate 
and participate in civic activities.
Council’s Community Partnerships Advisor 
Jodie Griffiths says the Youth Council, 
established in 2000, gives local youth  
a voice.
“Our action plan outlines our goals which 
include getting youth input on Council 
processes and projects, increasing youth 
awareness of wider community issues  
and development of leadership skills 
through involvement in civic activities,” 
Mrs Griffiths said.

“This year we have 21 enthusiastic new and 
returning Youth Council members aged 13  
to 17 from Marlborough secondary schools.”
“We have held two meetings so far and as 
a group we have been reviewing our action 
plan and outcomes for the year,” she said.
Activities already planned include a meeting 
with the director of the Millennium Art 
Gallery and a local artist to discuss the youth 
mural project, a team building session and a 
variety of events for Youth Week, which runs 
from 7 to 15 May.

Building Marlborough’s youth for the future

Pictured above are some of the representatives 
of this year’s Youth Council (pictured left to right) 
Charlie Wilkin, Grace Straker, Charlie Howard, 
Junior O’Brian, Ethan Patrick, Jarrah Timms, 
Alex Lee, Harry Mason, Sophie Flowerday, 
Emma Withers, Chloe Faulls, Will Partridge  
and Isabella Baldwin

Marlborough Emergency Response Team heads for the hills

Members of the Response Team train for all sorts 
of scenarios such as this stairwell evacuation

The Wither Hills is more familiar territory 
for the Marlborough Emergency Response 
Team after a recent reconnaissance mission 
with Defence Force personnel.
Emergency Management Officer Gary 
Spence says the response team went on a 
4WD trip around the farm park.
“The idea was to familiarise the team with 
the area as part of their role in supporting 
St John in case we have a medical 
evacuation from the Wither Hills,” Mr 
Spence said.
The Response Team is just one of many 
groups the Emergency Management 
Operations Centre can use in such an 
emergency, he said.
“We have superb volunteers working in the 
Emergency Operations Centre during an 
event, providing a front-line response when 
and where it’s needed.” 
If you would like to volunteer for the 
Marlborough Response Team, contact Gary 
on gary.spence@marlborough.govt.nz for 
more information.

Marlborough Emergency Management’s  
Response Team during their training session  
on the Wither Hills recently 

Receive your dog registration forms via email
Did you know you can sign up to receive your 
dog registration forms straight to your email 
inbox rather than receiving them in the post?
Simply visit https://bit.ly/MDCDogRegEmail 
and follow the prompts.
There is also the option of paying your 
dog registration online rather than over 
the counter. Various payment options are 
outlined on the forms and on Council’s 
website: www.marlborough.govt.nz/
services/dogs-and-other-animals/dog-
registration
Dog registration forms will be sent out 
to owners towards the end of May with 
payment due by 1 July 2022. If your dog has 
been registered before with the Council, 
your registration tag will expire on 30 June 
each year. If you haven't received your 
annual registration form by the end of June, 
please contact Animal Control via Ph:  
03 520 9033 or email: animalcontrol@xtra.co.nz 

No more cold showers for Moutere Rugby 
Cold showers will be a distant memory for the Moutere Rugby Club this season with the 
recent completion of their changing room refurbishments, says Community and Sports 
Centres portfolio holder, Councillor Michael Fitzpatrick. 
Funded by Council following an application by Moutere Rugby Club to the annual plan, the 
upgrade has revamped the Awarua Park changing rooms, converting them and retrofitting 
the shower areas. 
“A new gas califont hot water system also means no more mid-winter cold showers for the 
rugby club,” Clr Fitzpatrick said.
Shower partitions have been put in place in the female changing rooms, the interior has 
been re-lined and painted, and new floor coverings have been laid.
CMT Group were the main contractor for this project which has been completed ahead of 
the 2022 rugby season.

The visitors changing rooms at Awarua Park 
before the refurbishment 

The shiny new changing room/shower bay that’s 
been converted to the main shower block

Want to learn more about the Waitohi Picton Ferry  
Precinct Redevelopment?

If you want to learn more about the Waitohi 
Picton Ferry Precinct Redevelopment,  
come along to a drop-in session at the Picton 
Library on Thursday 28 or Friday 29 April 
to talk with the project team and immerse 
yourself in the current concept design.
In 2025 the first of two brand new, more 
sustainable Interislander ferries will arrive  
in our port.  
To accommodate the new ships, project 
partners KiwiRail and Port Marlborough  
will work together with Te Ātiawa o te Waka 
ā Māui Trust, Waka Kotahi and Council 
to recreate a ferry terminal precinct that 
provides a stronger interisland connection for 
the future, and celebrates Marlborough as a 
place to visit and enjoy.   
Bring the family along and experience the 
interactive digital walk-through of the new 
ferry precinct.

You can check out the new terminal building, 
wharves, waterfront area and Dublin Street 
overbridge, while the children colour in a 
picture of the new ships.
You’ll also have the opportunity to talk to 
the people in charge of the project - senior 
project managers Harry Singh from KiwiRail, 
Gavin Beattie and Kate Cushing from Port 
Marlborough, and Massimo Soprano, whose 
job it is to get the new ferries to our shores. 
We will be joined by representatives from 
Waka Kotahi, Te Ātiawa o te Waka a Maui 
and Council.
Drop-in session information
Where: Picton Library, 2 Dublin Street
When:  Thursday 28 April from 3.00 pm  

to 7.00 pm
  Friday 29 April from 11.00 am 

to 3.00 pm
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