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The following meeting is open to the public and anyone is welcome to attend. A copy of the 
agenda will be available online and at Council’s office, 15 Seymour Street. 
Assets and Services Committee
•  Thursday 21 April at 9.00 am
The time and date may be subject to change. Please contact the Committee Secretary,  
Ph: 03 520 7400 for confirmation.

Council
meetings

Marlborough Events www.follow-me.co.nz

Sounds of Christmas

Marlborough Events www.follow-me.co.nz

Take part in this spectacular 12km walk/
bike/run fundraiser event for the Pelorus 
Community Preschool. Pre-registration 
is recommended but registration will be 
available on the day too.
Sat 9 April 
Kaituna Ridges Farm,  
76 Readers Road, Havelock

Kaituna Ridges Ramble

Please note, during these times of uncertainty events are subject to change  
at short notice. Please contact organisers directly for the latest information.

Come and be part of the live theatre 
phenomenon that is taking NZ by storm. 
A fun, family-friendly jukebox musical 
extravaganza that makes Shakepeare’s 
language accessible for audiences of  
all ages. 
Sat 9 & Sun 10 April: 3.00 pm 
Forrest Wines, 19 Blicks Road, Renwick

A Midsummer Night’s Dream

Seddon’s Market on The Green
Head along to Seddon’s monthly market 
featuring South Marlborough artisans and 
produce, a car boot sale, demonstrations 
and buskers with a different local charity 
showcased and supported each month.
Sun 10 April: 12.30 pm - 3.00 pm 
‘The Green’, 8 Mills Street, Seddon

Have your say on Marlborough’s economic future 

Fast forward 10 years and Marlborough 
has a thriving economy in balance with 
a flourishing environment and vibrant 
communities.
That is the vision of the Draft Marlborough 
Economic Wellbeing Strategy 2022-2032. 
The strategy is released for consultation 
tomorrow, Friday 8 April.
Councillor David Croad, who holds the 
Economic Development portfolio, said the 
Council had facilitated the development 
of the new strategy in collaboration with 
industry sectors, the Marlborough Regional 
Skills and Leadership Group, investors, 
entrepreneurs, mentors and advisors, to 
plan and enhance the region’s  
economic future.
“This is an exciting blueprint for 
Marlborough’s future. This is not a Council 
plan - it’s a draft strategy created by many of 
Marlborough’s key industries,” he said. “We 
now invite the wider business community 
and the public to have their say to help 
inform the final regional economic strategy.”
The draft strategy sets a direction for the 
development of Marlborough’s economy, 
which includes its current successful sectors 

and also some new, emerging sectors like 
tech and innovation. It was adopted at 
today’s full Council meeting.
“Our primary industries - viticulture, 
agriculture, forestry and fisheries - along 
with the science and technology and 
construction sectors have been the 
foundation of Marlborough’s recent strong 
economic performance.”
“Last year the Council signalled its intent 
to bolster its support for our economy 
by increasing its investment in economic 
development by $100k a year. That 
funding continues to bolster key areas 
such as start-up support through Business 
Trust Marlborough, economic data from 
Infometrics and Smart+Connected  
industry collaboration.”
“New projects include Marlborough’s first 
start-up weekend, Innovate Marlborough, 
screen promotion and talent attraction.”
Economic Development Portfolio Manager 
Dorien Vermaas said the strategy provides 
a vision and guidance towards the future 
with a focus on improving wellbeing and 
productivity in Marlborough.
“Marlborough needs an integrated 
economic development strategy involving 
all industry sectors working together 
towards a single vision. It’s an exciting 
time to be looking forward and seeing 
how we can work together through 
collaboration, innovation and embracing 
new technologies.”
“While Marlborough is a successful region, 
we do have our share of challenges to 
tackle. We face the headwinds of climate 
change, a lack of qualified workforce and 
a relative scarcity of housing. We need to 
expand our attraction campaign to  
counter our ageing population and also 
attract investment in education and  
medical services.” 
To make a submission on the Draft 
Marlborough Economic Wellbeing Strategy 
2022-2032 go to www.marlborough.
govt.nz/your-council/have-your-say-
consultations
The deadline for feedback is 5.00 pm on 
Monday 9 May.

Strong performance by Marlborough economy despite  
trying times
Despite the challenges of Covid-19, 
Marlborough has been a strong performer 
according to the latest quarterly economic 
data recently released by Infometrics.
The report estimates Marlborough’s 
economy grew 6.8 per cent over the  
year to December 2021 compared with 
5.5 per cent national growth. The report 
attributes this to a resurgence in activity 
following the September 2021 quarter 
lockdown, as well as the region’s underlying 
strengths such as consumer and tourism 
spending growth, a busy construction sector 
and a robust labour market. When compared 
to 2019, Marlborough was the strongest 
performing region in the country.
Mayor John Leggett says despite difficult 
times, Marlborough’s economy has shown 
itself to be resilient.
“Locals have continued to support locals 
benefitting our economy while our New 
Zealand visitors, and their spending in our 
region, have also helped keep us afloat in 
trying times,” he said.
According to Marketview data, consumer 
spending in Marlborough rose 5.5 per cent 
in the December 2021 year, slightly ahead 
of 5 per cent growth nationally. Spending 
by visitors in Marlborough rose 12 per cent 
in the December 2021 year to reach $193M, 
surpassing the $183M spent in 2019 when 
international tourists were still part of  
the picture. 
Mayor Leggett said strong local foundations 
put Marlborough in good stead as we came 
up against Covid-19. “Our primary sectors - 
viticulture, agriculture, forestry and fisheries 
- along with the science and technology and 
construction sectors have been key in our 
region’s strong economic performance.”
Statistics New Zealand figures show 
Marlborough recorded a regional GDP 
increase of 3.7 per cent in the year to March 
2021 - higher than the national increase of 
0.8 per cent.

While regional economies have seen varying 
impacts from the Covid-19 pandemic, 
Marlborough’s GDP increase,  
one of the highest in the country, 
was reported to be driven by primary 
manufacturing, owner-occupied property 
operation and agriculture.
According to Statistics New Zealand, these 
three industries comprised 37 per cent of 
Marlborough’s economy in 2020 and were 
less affected by the Covid-19 restrictions. 
In contrast, some of the region’s smaller 
industries, such as transport, administration 
and support services, and accommodation, 
saw declines over the 12 month period.
You can view the Infometrics Quarterly 
Economic Monitor for the Marlborough 
Region - December 2021 and the Infometrics 
Marlborough at a Glance 2021 snapshot 
at: www.marlborough.govt.nz/about-
marlborough/infometrics-economic-and-
community-data

Supporting seniors during Covid-19
Physical distancing and isolation guidelines 
aim to protect everyone from Covid-19 but 
isolation can also cause harm for some 
seniors who are already vulnerable  
to loneliness.
While you may not be able to see older 
friends or family members in person there 
are still ways to support your loved ones , in 
a way that they are comfortable with.
Phone and video calls, texts, emails, a note 
on the door or a chat over the fence (from an 
appropriate distance) are great ways to keep 
communication going.
A good start is to ask and discuss how your 
friend or family member would like you to 
help. This may be by shopping for food and 
essentials or helping them set up a weekly 
delivery of groceries.
It’s also important to take note when people 
stop calling - sometimes people don't reach 
out when they're not feeling good because 
they don't want to trouble family members 
or doctors. As a family member or friend you 
might need to do some prodding and be 
proactive with follow-up.
Maintaining social connection and staying 
in touch is critical to our wellbeing but if you 
are unwell you should stay at home and call 

your doctor or Healthline on 0800 358 5453 
to get advice on whether you should be 
tested for Covid-19.
Getting vaccinated is an important step 
in protecting yourself and others from the 
effects of Covid-19. To book your vaccine 
visit: www.covid19.govt.nz/covid-19-
vaccines/
For more information on Covid-19 visit: 
covid19.govt.nz/

CAB directory lets your fingers do the walking
The Citizens Advice Bureau (CAB) comprehensive online directory offers a ‘one stop shop’ 
for all the community.
The former Community Information Database, traditionally available through the 
Marlborough District Libraries’ website, now goes to the new CAB directory available at 
https://www.cab.org.nz/
Community Partnerships Advisor Jodie Griffiths says all listings from the old database have 
been transferred.
“The CAB has a comprehensive online directory as the main source of information nationally, 
and here in Marlborough people can let their fingers do the walking to find the information 
they need,” Ms Griffiths said.
“The listings are a mix of community services, clubs and activities as well as contacts 
for organisations and Government departments,” she said. “The online directory has an 
excellent search feature, and you can select ‘Marlborough’ from the drop down.”
CAB Marlborough Manager 
Nathan Hanson says his team of 
dedicated volunteers offer a free 
and independent service.
“Our volunteers come from all 
walks of life with a wealth of 
knowledge and life experiences, 
and they undergo thorough 
training,” Mr Hanson said. “You 
can still walk in to see us for extra 
support or if you would like to 
create a listing on the directory 
or update your group’s details.”
For further details go to the new 
directory, call CAB Marlborough 
on Ph: 03 578 4272 or call in at 
the Marlborough Community 
Centre, 25 Alfred Street, 
Blenheim.

CAB Marlborough Manager Nathan Hanson with dedicated 
volunteers (from left) Sue Duncan, Jackie Browning and 
Heather Ramsey who offer a wealth of information 

Marlborough Anzac Day services
The following Anzac Day commemorations are taking place on Sunday 24 and  
Monday 25 April:
Date Time Location

Sunday 24 April 2.00 pm Ward War Memorial
State Highway 1, Ward

Monday 25 April 6.00 am Picton War Memorial
London Quay, Picton
Assemble at the BNZ on High Street at 5.45 am

Monday 25 April 6.30 am Awatere
Seddon War Memorial, Wakefield Street, Seddon
Assemble at the War Memorial at 6.15 am

Monday 25 April 9.00 am Renwick
Renwick War Memorial, High Street, Renwick
Assemble at the War Memorial at 8.50 am

Monday 25 April 9.30 am Spring Creek
Spring Creek Hall, Ferry Road, Spring Creek

Monday 25 April 10.00 am Havelock
Havelock Town Hall
Assemble at the Bowling Club at 9.30 am

Monday 25 April 11.00 am Sounds Soldiers’ Memorial - Torea Bay

Monday 25 April 11.00 am Rai Valley
Rai Valley War Memorial
State Highway 6, Rai Valley

Monday 25 April 11.00 am Blenheim
Cenotaph, Seymour Square
Assemble outside the Marlborough District Library at 
10.40 am

Control of aquatic weeds in watercourses
Council’s drain spraying programme to control weeds in open drains will begin on Monday 
11 April. Spraying will take place in Council-maintained drains and watercourses on the Lower 
Wairau plain, east of Jacksons Road and Grahams Road.
If you use water from drains or watercourses for irrigation, stock or harvesting watercress, 
please check in with Council’s contractor, Downer, Ph. 03 577 5807.
The spray operation is in accordance with the Marlborough Environment Plan Vol 2  
(section 2.12.11).
For any enquiries, please contact Steve Bezar on Ph: 03 520 7400.

Registration of Interest - Property Management Services 21-022
Marlborough District Council (MDC) is 
seeking registrations of interest for the 
above contract. The purpose of this 
registration process is to ascertain market 
capability in the area and to inform and 
assist the Council in making their decision 
as to the nature of further procurement 
processes (if any) to follow.
MDC is a Unitary Authority as defined by the 
Local Government Act 2002 and owns and 
controls a large volume of property. There 
are in the vicinity of 1,800 properties with a 
current rating valuation of over $700 million. 
The portfolio includes leased, unleased 
and unleasable properties comprising rural, 
urban and commercial types, some of which 
is community and senior housing. 
For many years a contractor has managed 
these properties. A decision has been 
made to continue with contracting out the 
management of the bulk of the portfolio. 
The initial contract will be for a term of 
three years commencing 1 July 2022 and 
ending 30 June 2025, and will incorporate 

two renewal periods each of two years, 
subject always to the terms of the Property 
Management Contract.
Registrations of interest must address the 
following:
•  Name, address, main contacts, company 

structure and office location(s)
•  Capability and experience in providing this 

type and level of specialised service
•  Resource capability based in Marlborough 

(a Marlborough-staffed base is a 
mandatory requirement of this contract)

Registrations of interest close at 5.00 pm 
on Thursday 28 April 2022 and are to be 
submitted to tenders@marlborough.govt.nz 
All inquiries should be directed to Jamie 
Lyall, PO Box 443, Blenheim 7240.  
Email jamie.lyall@marlborough.govt.nz  
or Ph: 03 520 7400.
Parties submitting a registration of interest 
will be notified of the outcome by late  
May 2022.

Awatere and Dashwood rural boil water notice
Water from Council’s reticulation network 
to the Awatere and Dashwood rural areas 
should be boiled. 
It does not currently meet the NZ Drinking 
Water Standards and may contain bacteria 
or protozoa that are harmful to human 
health. All water used for drinking, food 

preparation or cleaning teeth should be 
boiled before use.
Treated water is available at the public taps 
on Marama Road, outside Seddon School. 
For further information contact the Council 
on Ph: 03 520 7400.

D’Urville Island community gets together to talk roads
D’Urville Island’s residents and a team from 
Marlborough Roads met last month to mark 
the beginning of the three-week annual road 
maintenance programme.
Marlborough Roads has a joint venture with 
Fulton Hogan and Heb Construction who 
manage the Network Outcomes Contract 
(NOC), maintaining roading functions for 
Waka Kotahi NZTA for state highways and 
for the Council for local roads.
This year Marlborough Roads invited 
residents to a barbecue and hosted a 
community meeting.
Marlborough Roads Contract Manager 
Grant Bennett said the meeting was a great 
opportunity to meet the locals, explain the 
plans for the island’s 64 kilometres of public 
roads, and understand any concerns they 
might have.
Deputy Mayor Nadine Taylor and councillors 
Barbara Faulls and Francis Maher also 
attended. Clr Taylor said the meeting 
provided a great opportunity for councillors 

to join the Marlborough Roads team 
and catch up with the locals. "The group 
discussed the previous year’s works, the 
planned drainage and slip clearance, and 
working together when weather events 
occur to maintain  
road access." 
D’Urville Island Association chair Terry 
Savage said he’d received positive feedback 
following the community meeting. “Locals 
appreciated the opportunity to talk to 
those who are working on improving or 
maintaining the roads,” he said.
Mr Bennett said ‘One Network - One Team’ 
is what the NOC stands for. “The uniqueness 
of our contract is what makes us great. We 
are the only NOC contract in New Zealand 
with an island component, and what a point 
of difference that is.”
The visit allowed the group to see for 
themselves the remoteness of the island 
and understand the complexities of moving 
large machinery on and off the island for the 
annual works.

Grant Bennett addresses the D’Urville Island 
community meeting

Marlborough Roads maintain the 64 kilometres of 
public road on D’Urville Island
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