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Council
meet

The following meetings are open to the 
public and anyone is welcome to attend. 
Copies of the agendas will be available 
online and at the Council, 15 Seymour St.

Environment Committee 
Thursday 26 August at 9.00 am
Planning, Finance & Community 
Committee 
Thursday 2 September at 9.00 am
Council 
Thursday 16 September at 9.00 am
Times and dates may be subject to 
change. 
Please contact the Committee Secretary, 
Ph: 03 520 7400 for confirmation.

Council
meetings

Marlborough Events www.follow-me.co.nz

Sounds of Christmas

Marlborough Events www.follow-me.co.nz

Fabric-a-brac Marlborough
An event for fabric and sewing lovers. If 
you’re looking for modern or vintage fabric, 
haberdashery, patterns and all things 
sewing-related, Fabric-a-brac is for you.  
See you there!
Sat 21 Aug; 10.00 am - 2.00 pm 
Connect Blenheim, 8 Beaver Road

Seddon School Tussock Run
Annual fundraising event for Seddon 
School. From serious long-distance 
veterans to young children and those just 
looking to enjoy a good walk, there is a level 
for all abilities. Everyone is welcome.
Sun 22 Aug; 9.00 am - 2.00 pm 
Seddon School

Bridge and barges build region’s recovery 
Two isolated communities - one in need of a 
bridge and the other a barge - have reached 
milestones as Marlborough’s road to recovery 
continues.
Waihopai Valley Road residents past the 
Māori Ford Bridge got road access back via 
a temporary ford recently. Waka Kotahi NZTA 
System Manager for the Top of the South 
Andrew James said the temporary ford was 
open for resident use only with weight  
(3 tonne) and speed restrictions (10km/hr). 
“We appreciate the understanding of 
residents in this area as work continues on 
the construction of the Bailey Bridge. This 
too is a temporary solution but it will ensure 
these residents can enjoy much greater 
connectivity while longer term solutions are 
determined,” he said.
Marlborough’s road to recovery will also 
include the underwriting of barge services 
into the Kenepuru Sound, thanks to the 
Marlborough Mayoral Relief Fund.
“This is great news - the consistent message 
we are hearing is around the additional 
cost of travel for residents in these areas 
while we fix road access,” said Marlborough 
Recovery Manager, Marianne Aitken. “The 
Fund will allow us to subsidise the barge 
service so that we can keep this going while 
the residents need it, in partnership with 
Johnsons’ barge service.”
“Locals and businesses are encouraged 
to work together with available transport 
services to make the trips as efficient and 
economic as possible,” said Mrs Aitken.
Twenty five Marlborough households who 
suffered significant impact from the July 
storm event, including a large number of 
isolated families in the Sounds are the first to 
benefit from the Mayoral Relief Fund.
The special committee formed by Mayor 
John Leggett considered the first round of 
applications recently. Twenty six eligible 
applications were considered with a total of 
$46,290 allocated. 
Donations towards the fund continue to be 
received by the Council. As well as two large 
donations of $5,000 from the Tindall and Top 
of the South Foundations and $10,000 from 
Rātā Foundation, 13 donations have been 
received from Marlborough individuals and 
families ranging from $50 to $2,000.

Applications to the Fund remain open and 
will be considered at the next decision round. 
Priority will be given to essentials for daily life, 
costs not covered by insurance and where 
there is financial burden due to the storm 
event.
Criteria and an application form are available 
at: www.bit.ly/mayoralrelief  

Work on the Bailey Bridge up the Waihopai Valley 
continues

A new temporary ford for Waihopai Valley 
residents is now in place

A Marlborough Sounds style-commute . . . utility 
workers catch the barge, providing a lifeline to 
Kenepuru Sound residents and businesses

Wairau Diversion closed for camping due to flood damage
Impacts continue to be felt across 
Marlborough as a result of the July  
storm event.
This includes the popular Wairau Diversion 
responsible camping site at the mouth of the 
river which is closed to campers until further 
notice due to flood damage. However, some 
public access is now allowed, during the day 
only, part way along the Diversion.
Parks and Open Spaces Officer Robert 
Hutchinson says the Council’s Rivers team 
has been undertaking emergency work at the 
washed out section of the Diversion to stop 
further erosion of the area.
“A strip of land, 30m wide by 360m long, 
from the river mouth back, has been lost. This 
includes the road and trees. A number of the 
pine trees have been undermined and will 
need to be removed,” says Robert.
Fortunately, there is very little damage to the 
rest of the Diversion area. However, parts of 
the site will need to be closed for some time 
while assessments and repairs are made.
Access from Neal’s Road will be opened to 
allow trucks through carrying rock required 
for this work and for the public to access part 
of the Diversion. However, a new road block 
has been constructed where the Hinepango 
wetland crosses the Diversion Road. 
“In working hours, the new road block will be 
manned to prevent public access. Outside of 
this, there will be concrete blocks blocking 
the road,” says Robert. 
Until all repair work is complete, the road 
will be stopped at Hinepango with these 
concrete blocks.

"The good news is that this means a large 
part of the Diversion is now open for day 
time access for the public. With the whitebait 
season now open, that’s good timing but 
remember to contact the Department of 
Conservation, not Council, for the latest rules 
on whitebaiting," he says.
For the section of the Diversion that is now 
open to the public, camping is currently 
prohibited under the Council’s Responsible 
Camping Bylaw.

A strip of land from the river mouth back has 
been lost 

Northwest sewer upgrade marches on
Milestones keep coming as significant works to upgrade the sewerage network in the north 
of Blenheim continue.
This contract, awarded to Schick Civil Construction, is for the replacement of sewers 
involving approximately 2.7km of gravity sewer main and 1.25km of pressure sewer main. 
Three sewage pump stations will be rebuilt at McLauchlan Street, Budge Street and, the 
largest, at Bomford Street, to replace the current Nelson Street pump station. Physical works 
started in October last year. 
Assets and Services Manager Richard Coningham said the project was tracking well. Some 
of the key milestones are:
•  Fulton Street sewer replacement was completed in April
•  Gravity main in Budge Street is complete
•  Pressure main from Budge Street pump station to Nelson Street is finished 
•  Gravity sewer main in Hutcheson Street, between Lansdowne Road and Budge Street, is 

installed 
•  Upgraded Budge Street pump station is operational
“The gravity sewer was replaced in McLauchlan Street in front of Marlborough Girls’ College 
in January and the sewer in front of Bohally Intermediate was replaced in the April school 
holidays,” said Richard.
“Work on the pressure sewer from the McLauchlan Street pump station to Marlborough Girls’ 
College was done in the July holidays, minimising nuisance to the school and parents,”  
he said. 
Schick would soon start replacing the remaining gravity sewer from the McLauchlan Street 
pump station north to Old Renwick Road. This is the final section of McLauchlan Street to be 
upgraded and will take about three months.
The $13.7m northwest sewer upgrade will provide for future residential growth of up to  
700 homes. 
“While the Council has zoned extensive land areas, infrastructure upgrades like this one are 
required to meet demand and satisfy the growing need for housing,” said Richard.
“This project will increase our sewer and pump station capacities, reduce the effects 
of inflow and infiltration on the sewer network, and also reduce the frequency of sewer 
overflows,” he said.

Assets & Services Project Engineer Melissa Hailstone-Workman inspects the recently completed 
Budge Street pump station

Three Waters reforms - information now online 
The Government is considering how best to regulate and deliver New Zealand’s three waters 
services - drinking water, wastewater and stormwater. It wants to create four large regional 
water entities which would replace the work of 67 councils currently managing these 
services. The size, shape and design of these entities is still being worked on.
The Government expects councils to consult the public later this year on the proposals. 
There is now a webpage on the Council’s website dedicated to the Three Waters Reform 
Programme. For further information go to: 
www.marlborough.govt.nz/your-council/three-waters-reform-proposals

Community Grants and Creative Communities NZ Scheme 
open for applications 
Are you part of a not-for-profit community 
group or involved in arts or cultural activities 
that benefit the people of Marlborough? 
If so, now’s the time to get your applications 
in for funding through the Marlborough 
District Council Community Grants Fund and 
the Creative Communities NZ Scheme.
The Council’s Community Grants are 
for one-off funding for not-for-profit 
organisations providing essential services 
in the Marlborough community from a range 
of different sectors including: environment, 
heritage, sport and recreation, community 
welfare/social services, and arts and culture. 
Community Partnerships Advisor Jodie 
Griffiths said the Council recognises 
the important contribution made by 
community organisations to the wellbeing of 
Marlborough and its residents. 
“That’s why it makes funding available 
through grants such as these to help 
organisations benefit the wider community,” 
she said.
The application period for the Community 
Grants closes at 5.00 pm on Monday  
18 October. 

For more information or to apply visit:  
www.marlborough.govt.nz/our-community/
grants-and-awards/marlborough-district-
council-community-grants
The Creative Communities NZ Scheme 
awards local arts funding to support art and 
cultural activities that increase participation.
The purpose of the scheme is to support 
and encourage local communities to create 
and present diverse opportunities for 
accessing and participating in arts activities 
within their specific geographical area, as 
well as for defined communities of interest.
Applications for Round 1 of the Creative 
Communities NZ Scheme close at 5.00 pm 
on Friday 17 September. Round 2 will open 
in February 2022. For more information or to 
apply visit:  
www.marlborough.govt.nz/our-community/
grants-and-awards/marlborough-creative-
communities-scheme
For further information about the Community 
Grants or the Creative Communities NZ 
Scheme please contact Jodie Griffiths, 
Community Partnerships Advisor, on  
Ph: 03 520 7400 or email:  
jodie.griffiths@marlborough.govt.nz

Submissions on draft East Coast Beach Vehicle Bylaw
There’s still time to make a submission on the draft East Coast Beach Vehicle Bylaw. An 
online submission form is available on the Council website and hard copies of the forms are 
available at the Council offices in Blenheim and Picton. Have your voice heard by making a 
submission before 8 September at 5.00 pm.
Submissions opened last month on the draft, which proposes to prohibit motor vehicles 
on the beach between the Awatere and Waima (Ure) River mouths, with a few exemptions. 
The damage caused by the 7.8 magnitude Kaikōura earthquake in late 2016, coupled 
with increased motor vehicle access, has led to mounting pressure on the area’s unique 
ecosystems. 
For more information about the draft bylaw, including options considered and how to make a 
submission during the consultation period, please visit: www.marlborough.govt.nz

Collecting and repurposing unwanted goods
Five desks, four lounge suites, a fridge 
and even an exercycle - the list goes on of 
unwanted items that need a new home.
A ‘collecting and re-purposing unwanted 
household goods’ pilot trial is underway 
matching unwanted items to those in need. 
“This trial prioritises residents who don’t 
have access to bulk transport and are 
storing household goods that need a 
second life,” said the Council’s Solid Waste 
Manager Alec McNeil.
People can book collections for unwanted 
goods via the Council website.
Funded through a combination of 
Government grants and existing Council 

budget, the trial will conclude with a report 
to the Council including how the service 
could be retained if it proves popular with 
the community. 
“It may be the case that the trial information 
can be used to promote a community group 
or other interested party to continue the 
service after the trial is finished,” said Alec.
The trial will run until March 2022 and is 
available to Blenheim residents.
To view items currently in stock and awaiting 
a new home, or to advise the Council of 
items you have to give away, go to: 
www.marlborough.govt.nz/services/
recycling-and-resource-recovery/
unwanted-household-goods

Invasive species survey in Picton and Waikawa 
Marlborough District Council recently engaged the services of GCH UAV, a CAA Part 102 
Remotely Piloted Aircraft Systems (RPAS) Certificated Operator, to conduct an aerial survey 
of the hills and foothills surrounding Picton and Waikawa, including Victoria Domain. The 
purpose of this survey was to quantify invasive species, such as wattles, in these areas.
Multiple flights occurred from Tuesday 10 August 2021. 
Due to the size of the survey area, it was not reasonable to obtain consent from individual 
property owners and therefore notification was given in accordance with GCH UAV’s CAA 
approved Operations Specification.

Abandoned vessel - owner sought
The Harbourmaster is seeking the owner of this yacht. It appears to have been abandoned 
on mooring 2411 in Oyster Bay.
This yacht is now in the possession of the Harbourmaster. If it remains unclaimed for 30 days 
it may be sold or destroyed.
Please contact the Harbourmaster’s office on Ph: 03 520 7400 if you have any information 
relating to this yacht.

Awatere and Dashwood rural boil water notice
Water from the Council’s reticulation network to the Awatere and Dashwood rural areas 
should be boiled. 
It does not currently meet the NZ Drinking Water Standards and may contain bacteria or 
protozoa that are harmful to human health. All water used for drinking, food preparation or 
cleaning teeth should be boiled before use.
Treated water is available at the public taps on Marama Road, outside Seddon School. For 
further information contact the Council on Ph: 03 520 7400.

A Blenheim bus with no name
The Council is on the lookout for a new 
sponsor for the Blenheim bus service.
Sustainable Transport Manager Braden 
Prideaux said the sponsorship opportunity 
had arisen recently for the first time in  
four years. 
“The sponsor of the Blenheim bus is entitled 
to receive exclusive advertising, other than 
any reference to the Council or Ritchies as 
the transport operator. In the past this has 
taken the form of an entire wraparound 
of the vehicle,” he said. “At the moment 
we have a blank canvas, just waiting for 
someone to put their name to it.”
The sponsor or sponsors will be included in 
any material or media promoting the service. 
Braden said the Council was open to joint 
proposals. “Other benefits are also open for 
negotiation. The period of sponsorship is for 
three years with a first option to negotiate a 
longer term partnership beyond that,”  
he said.
Interested businesses should lodge their 
expression of interest, including the value of 
the sponsorship offer. 
For further information contact Sustainable 
Transport Manager Braden Prideaux on  
Ph: 03 520 7400 during normal business 
hours or email:  
braden.prideaux@marlborough.govt.nz

Sponsorship of the Blenheim bus service is an 
opportunity on wheels for a local business, says 
Braden Prideaux

POSTPONED

POSTPONED


