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Council
meet

The following meetings are open to the 
public and anyone is welcome to attend. 
Copies of the agendas will be available 
online and at the Council, 15 Seymour St.

Assets and Services Committee
Thursday 19 August at 9.00 am

Environment Committee
Thursday 26 August at 9.00 am

Times and dates may be subject to 
change.
Please contact the Committee Secretary,  
Ph: 03 520 7400 for confirmation.

Council
meetings
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Sounds of Christmas
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Stars in Your Eyes
Enjoy an entertaining night as you discover 
Marlborough’s hidden talents in this popular 
local charity event where contestants get 
the chance to appear and sing live as a 
famous performer.
Sat 14 Aug; 6.00 pm - 11.00 pm 
ASB Theatre Marlborough

Road to recovery - the long journey back to normality
The Mayor and Sounds’ councillors David 
Oddie and Barbara Faulls got to see the 
damage last week on a 4WD convoy along 
Queen Charlotte Drive and part of Kenepuru 
Road, which is currently closed to the public.
For the majority of Marlborough’s population 
life has returned to normal after the storm 
event. However, the rural communities of the 
Waihopai and Awatere Valleys and Sounds’ 
residents along Queen Charlotte Drive, 
Kenepuru and Kaiuma Bay Roads have no or 
very limited road access.
“These residents face a long journey back 
to normality,” said Marlborough’s Recovery 
Manager Dean Heiford. “In some places, 
in particular in the Marlborough Sounds, 
the roads as we knew them will never be 
the same due to the extent of the damage 
caused." 
"It was an already vulnerable network which 
makes the task even more complex. It’s a 
humbling reminder of the power of Mother 
Nature.”
The 1.9km long Pukenui slip, near the 
community of Moenui on Queen Charlotte 
Drive, is one example where the hillside 
gave way, taking two unoccupied properties 
with it and leaving one, with holidaymakers 
sheltering inside, behind.
More than 25,000 cubic metres of soil and 
rock has been removed from slips in the 
Sounds since the storm. Early estimates 
predict more than 100,000 cubic metres of 
spill material will have been removed by the 
end of the clean-up.
One of the worst road slumps just before 
Ohingaroa Bay on the Kenepuru Road 
will take two months to fix and is likely 
to cost close to $600,000, according to 
Marlborough Roads manager, Steve Murrin. 
“This is the worst I have ever seen Kenepuru 
Road affected in all the 32 years I have been 
associated with roading in Marlborough,”  
he said.

More than 125 contractors are on the ground 
working to get the road network back up 
and running. Twenty five diggers and 40 
trucks are currently working on  
slip removals.
Dean Heiford said: “The danger is real 
on these damaged roads. We have been 
fortunate not to have had anyone injured 
and we wish to keep it that way. If a road is 
closed, there is a compelling safety reason 
for this, for both the public, residents and the 
road workers who are putting in a mammoth 
effort at this time. We ask that the public 
respect this,” he said.

Cracks in the Kenepuru Road at Willow Bay; there 
are dozens of slumps, slips and dropouts along 
its length

National media were on hand to capture footage 
of the damage along Queen Charlotte Drive, 
some of it described as significant as that caused 
by the Kaikōura earthquake

The enormous landslip and road drop out at Cullen Point near Havelock where a large section of the 
road has simply disappeared

Mayoral Relief Fund opens for applications

Marlborough’s Mayoral Relief Fund to assist 
the region in its storm recovery effort is now 
open for applications.  
The fund is for residents in the Marlborough 
District Council area who have suffered 
personal financial or emotional hardship as 
a result of the July storm event. The grant 
amount will be up to $1,000; however the 
committee considering the applications has 
some discretion depending on evidence of 
hardship.
People wishing to apply to the fund can do 
so via the Council website at  
bit.ly/MayoralReliefFund
Announcing the fund, Mayor John 
Leggett thanked Acting Minister for 
Emergency Management Kris Faafoi for 
the Government’s donation of $100,000 to 
Marlborough’s recovery.

“We have also received donations from a 
number of local individuals and businesses, 
which shows real community spirit,”  
Mayor Leggett said.
“While our recovery work is going well, it 
will take some time before roading in the 
affected areas of the Marlborough Sounds, 
Awatere Valley and Waihopai Valley is 
reconnected.” 
“Our teams will continue their work clearing 
slips, repairing roads and bridges and 
reconnecting these communities. That is our 
priority but it will take time and I thank those 
affected for their patience.”
Anyone wishing to donate to the fund can 
do so via online banking. Simply add the 
Marlborough District Council’s account 
number: 02-0600-0202861-00 and include 
‘Mayoral Fund’ as a reference. Alternatively 
people can make a payment to the fund at 
the Council reception at 15 Seymour Street, 
Blenheim.
For further information please contact 
Community Partnerships Advisor  
Jodie Griffiths at: 
Jodie.Griffiths@marlborough.govt.nz 
or Community Partnerships Project Support 
Natalie Lawler at: 
Natalie.Lawler@marlborough.govt.nz

Review of responsible camping bylaw planned
Councillors decided last week to review 
the region’s new Responsible Camping 
Control Bylaw 2020 to respond to concerns 
raised by the New Zealand Motor Caravan 
Association (NZMCA) and address changes 
brought about by the Government and 
Covid-19.
A Responsible Camping Panel will be 
established to review submissions and 
manage a hearing process. The panel will be 
made up of two independent commissioners 
and one councillor, to be confirmed by  
15 November.
Mayor John Leggett said the Council 
received a draft ‘statement of claim for 
judicial review’ from the NZMCA in relation 
to the bylaw at the end of April 2021.
The two key points of the NZMCA claim  
are that:
Submitters were not given the chance to 
make submissions on the restriction of 
freedom camping to five sites in the district.
Further, the Council did not undertake a 
complete assessment of all areas in the 
district (other than for the five sites) against 
the criteria in the Freedom Camping Act.
“While the Council does not accept these 

claims, we have decided to undertake 
further consultation on the bylaw to address 
these points and to address other matters 
that have arisen since the bylaw came into 
effect,” said Mayor Leggett. 
“Importantly this allows the Council to 
review the effect of the bylaw during the 
most recent camping season, last summer, 
which was the first managed under the 2020 
bylaw. It’s timely too as the Government is 
also reviewing the Freedom Camping Act 
2011 with some major changes proposed, 
and Covid-19 has had an impact as well,”  
he said.
The public notification process to review the 
bylaw will begin on 17 September and gives 
the public six weeks to have their say, with 
submissions closing on 28 October 2021. 
“We will be undertaking a robust analysis 
of submissions and plan to hold public 
hearings in early February,”  
Mayor Leggett said.
Following the hearings in February 2022, 
along with the analysis of the submissions 
received, a new bylaw will be adopted, or 
the current bylaw will be reconfirmed. It is 
anticipated that the bylaw, once adopted, 
will come into effect from 1 May 2022.

Hydrangea pruning demo draws a crowd
Despite the dreary weather, last week’s hydrangea pruning demonstration drew quite  
the crowd.
Thirty people attended the event at Pollard Park to watch and learn hydrangea pruning tips 
from Council’s gardeners. 
Gardening staff provided advice on how best to remove old spent hydrangea canes and how 
to keep new straight canes. Staff also suggested gardeners cut their hydrangea plants back 
by half their height to two buds, making sure they are evenly spaced over the plant to give a 
nice shape.

A night at the museum
Children and adults experienced the 
museum like never before during the recent 
school holidays when they were taken on a 
tour by torchlight.
Torchlight tours were the brainchild of 
Marlborough Museum Director Steve Austin 
who said children exploring the museum 
with their own torches can focus on what 
catches their attention and look  
more closely.
“There is so much to see in the museum but 
when it’s dark and you use a torch, you can 
look more closely at the intricate detail of 
each object, focussing on what you’re really 
interested in. It also creates a fresh and 
novel perspective that is really enjoyable,” 
Steve said.
The evenings will run in future school 
holidays, encouraging families to visit 
Marlborough Museum.
For information about events follow the 
Marlborough Museum on Facebook at  
www.facebook.com/marlboroughmuseum

Children explore Marlborough Museum by torchlight 
with Director Steve Austin during the recent school 
holidays

Macbeth
Five professional touring actors are bringing 
Macbeth back to rip-roaring life at two 
Marlborough shows. You do not want to 
miss this!
Sat 14 & Sun 15 Aug; 7.30 pm 
Sat: Picton Little Theatre;  
Sun: ASB Theatre Marlborough

38th Woodbourne Half Marathon 
& Fun Runs
It’s back! Popular annual social half 
marathon walk/hybrid, half marathon run 
and 5km/10km fun runs/walks - which will 
you choose?
Sun 15 Aug; 9.00 am - 1.00 pm 
RNZAF Woodbourne

Commercial Events Fund opens on Monday
Round 1 of the Council’s 2021/2022 Commercial Events Fund opens on Monday 16 August.
This fund was established to help create economic benefit to Marlborough by attracting new 
events and helping to build on existing ones. Council’s Commercial Events Fund  
sub-committee considers the applications and there is up to $130,000 a year available.
To be eligible, commercial events must be held within the Marlborough District Council 
boundaries. Community events, conferences, conventions, trade shows and exhibitions are 
not eligible. Funding is granted on an annual basis but it does not mean that all funds must 
be distributed each year. Past applicants who have been unsuccessful may re-apply.
Key dates:
• Applications close: 5.00 pm on Monday 13 September 2021
• Funding decision by: Friday 8 October 2021
Applications must be completed online at:  
https://www.marlborough.govt.nz/recreation/events/commercial-events-fund
Any enquiries to Regional Events Advisor, Samantha Young, Ph: 03 520 7400 or  
email: events@marlborough.govt.nz

Temporary road closure - Reserve Road
On Sunday 15 August, Reserve Road - 0.4km to 3.2km (gravel section) will be closed to 
ordinary vehicle traffic for the Marlborough Car Club Hill Climb between  
7.30 am and 5.00 pm.
During the proposed period of closure, ordinary vehicle traffic may use the road being 
closed between events under the supervision and authority of an Officer of the New 
Zealand Police (Traffic Safety Branch). 
It will be an offence under the above regulations for any person other than under the 
authority of an authorised permit to use the road for ordinary vehicle traffic during the period 
of closure.
This notice is given under the Transport (Vehicular Traffic Road Closure) Regulations 1965.
Any enquiries should be addressed to Dean Hawkey, Marlborough Roads, Ph: 021 923 536.

Temporary road closure - Omaka Airshow
On Friday 3, Saturday 4 and Sunday 5 September 2021 the following portions of road will be 
closed or restricted to ordinary vehicle traffic for the Omaka Airshow;
• All of Rosina Corlett Lane - closed 
• Aerodrome Road (from Green Lane to end of Aerodrome Road) - restricted 
During the period of closure ordinary vehicle traffic may use the road being closed between 
events under the supervision and authority of an Officer of the New Zealand Police  
(Traffic Safety Branch).
It will be an offence under the above regulations for any person other than under the 
authority of an authorised permit to use the road for ordinary vehicle traffic during the period 
of closure.
This notice is hereby given under Section 342 of the Local Government Act 1974.
Any enquiries to Dean Hawkey, Marlborough Roads, Ph: 021 923 536.
JOHN LEGGETT
MAYOR

Proposed temporary road closures in Riverlands
On Sunday 26 September the following roads in Riverlands are proposed to be closed 
to ordinary vehicle traffic from 7.30 am until 5.00 pm for the Marlborough Car Club Sprint 
Races:
• Cloudy Bay Drive, RP 264m - 570m
• Chandler Close, RP 0 - 156m 
• Winefair Close, RP 0 - 165m 
• Seafair Close, RP 0 - 350m
During the proposed period of closure, ordinary vehicle traffic may use the road being 
closed between events under the supervision and authority of an Officer of the New 
Zealand Police (Traffic Safety Branch).
It will be an offence under the above regulations for any person other than under the 
authority of an authorised permit to use the road for ordinary vehicle traffic during the period 
of closure.
This notice is given under the Transport (Vehicular Traffic Road Closure) Regulations 1965.
Objections to the proposal can be lodged in writing before Thursday 9 September at the 
Marlborough Roads office, The Forum, Market Street, Blenheim or PO Box 1031,  
Blenheim, 7240.
Any enquiries to Dean Hawkey, Marlborough Roads, Ph: 021 923 536.

Awatere and Dashwood rural boil water notice
Water from the Council’s reticulation network to the Awatere and Dashwood rural areas 
should be boiled. 
It does not currently meet the NZ Drinking Water Standards and may contain bacteria or 
protozoa that are harmful to human health. All water used for drinking, food preparation or 
cleaning teeth should be boiled before use.
Treated water is available at the public taps on Marama Road, outside Seddon School. For 
further information contact the Council on Ph: 03 520 7400.

Coastal planting to bring back wildlife
A programme of planting on Marlborough’s East Coast aims to combat an invasive grass and 
bring native forest to areas uplifted in the Kaikōura earthquake.
Several planting days have been held along the ‘Katipō Coast’, south of Cape Campbell, 
under the auspices of Beach Aid. This is a collaboration between the Council, Canterbury 
University and East Coast landowners.  
Volunteers from Kono Wines and the local community planted 3,600 kowhangatara (spinifex) 
grass seedlings and 1,000 ngaio trees. These have been dug into open sand in new beach 
areas uplifted by the Kaikōura earthquake to replace invasive marram grass. 
Council’s Biodiversity Coordinator Mike Aviss said, once established, the kowhangatara 
will seed naturally. “The ngaio trees are planted into areas smothered by marram grass and 
other plants; they will eventually grow into a native forest which shades out the marram."

“Marram grass grows so 
densely that most native 
wildlife struggle to live in it." 
"Numbers of katipō and 
lizards are higher in the 
native vegetation than in the 
marram and the dunes are a 
gentler, more natural shape.”
“Native plants were naturally 
common in the area once 
but grazing by livestock and 
rabbits wiped them out." 
"Now that the coast is fenced 
to exclude livestock, it is 
hoped these plants can once  
again flourish,” said Mike.Volunteers plant kowhangatara (spinifex) and ngaio on 

Marlborough’s East Coast to help encourage native wildlife
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