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The Government is considering 
how best to regulate and 
deliver New Zealand’s three 
waters services - drinking water, 
wastewater and stormwater. 
It wants to create four large 
regional water entities which 
would replace the work of 67 
councils currently managing these 
services. The size, shape and 
design of these entities is still 

being worked on.
The Government expects councils 
to consult the public later this 
year on the proposals. 
There is now a webpage on the 
Council’s website dedicated to the 
Three Waters Reform Programme. 
For further information go to: 
www.marlborough.govt.nz/your-
council/three-waters-reform-
proposals

On Sunday 26 September the followings roads 
in Riverlands Industrial Estate are proposed 
to be closed to ordinary vehicle traffic for the 
Marlborough Car Club Sprint Races:
• Bristol St, RP 0m - 550m, 7.30 am to 5.00 pm
• Manchester St, RP 0m - 300m, 7.30 am to 5.00 pm
• Vernon St, RP 0m – 330m, 7.30 am to 5.00 pm
During the proposed period of closure, ordinary 
vehicle traffic may use the road being closed 
between events under the supervision and 
authority of an Officer of the New Zealand Police 
(Traffic Safety Branch).
It will be an offence under the above regulations 

for any person other than under the authority 
of an authorised permit to use the road for 
ordinary vehicle traffic during the period of 
closure.
This notice is given pursuant to the Transport 
(vehicular Traffic Road Closure) Regulations 1965.
Anyone wishing to object to the proposal should 
lodge their objection and grounds thereof 
in writing before 23 September 2021, at the 
Marlborough Roads office, The Forum, Market 
Street, Blenheim, PO Box 1031, Blenheim, 7240.
Any enquiries should be addressed to Dean 
Hawkey, Marlborough Roads, Ph: 021 923 536.

Three Waters reforms - 
information now online 

Proposed temporary road closures in 
Riverlands Industrial Estate

Milestones keep coming as 
significant works to upgrade the 
sewerage network in the north 
of Blenheim continue.
This contract, awarded to Schick 
Civil Construction, is for the 
replacement of sewers involving 
approximately 2.7km of gravity 
sewer main and 1.25km of 
pressure sewer main. 
Three sewage pump stations will 
be rebuilt at McLauchlan Street, 
Budge Street and, the largest, 
at Bomford Street, to replace 
the current Nelson Street pump 
station. Physical works started in 
October last year. 
Assets and Services Manager 
Richard Coningham said the 
project was tracking well. Some 
of the key milestones are:
• Fulton Street sewer 

replacement was completed 
in April

• Gravity main in Budge Street 
is complete

• Pressure main from Budge 
Street pump station to 
Nelson Street is finished 

• Gravity sewer main in 
Hutcheson Street, between 
Lansdowne Road and Budge 
Street, is installed 

• Upgraded Budge Street pump 
station is operational

“The gravity sewer was replaced 
in McLauchlan Street in front 

of Marlborough Girls’ College 
in January and the sewer in 
front of Bohally Intermediate 
was replaced in the April school 
holidays,” said Richard.
“Work on the pressure sewer 
from the McLauchlan Street 
pump station to Marlborough 
Girls’ College was done in 
the July holidays, minimising 
nuisance to the school and 
parents,” he said. 
Schick will soon start replacing 
the remaining gravity sewer 
from the McLauchlan Street 
pump station north to Old 
Renwick Road. This is the final 
section of McLauchlan Street to 
be upgraded and will take about 
three months.
The $13.7m northwest sewer 
upgrade will provide for future 
residential growth of up to 700 
homes. 
“While the Council has 
zoned extensive land areas, 
infrastructure upgrades like 
this one are required to meet 
demand and satisfy the growing 
need for housing,” said Richard.
“This project will increase 
our sewer and pump station 
capacities, reduce the effects 
of inflow and infiltration on 
the sewer network, and also 
reduce the frequency of sewer 
overflows,” he said.

Northwest sewer upgrade 
marches on

Impacts continue to be felt across 
Marlborough as a result of the July storm 
event.
This includes the popular Wairau Diversion 
responsible camping site at the mouth of the 
river which is closed to campers until further 
notice due to flood damage. However, some 
public access is now allowed, during the day 
only, part way along the Diversion.
Parks and Open Spaces Officer Robert 
Hutchinson says the Council’s Rivers team 
has been undertaking emergency work at the 
washed out section of the Diversion to stop 
further erosion of the area.
“A strip of land, 30m wide by 360m long, 
from the river mouth back, has been lost. 
This includes the road and trees. A number 
of the pine trees have been undermined and 
will need to be removed,” says Robert.
Fortunately, there is very little damage to the 
rest of the Diversion area. However, parts of 
the site will need to be closed for some time 
while assessments and repairs are made.
Access from Neal’s Road will be opened to 
allow trucks through carrying rock required 
for this work and for the public to access part 
of the Diversion. However, a new road block 
has been constructed where the Hinepango 
wetland crosses the Diversion Road. 
“In working hours, the new road block will be 
manned to prevent public access. Outside of 

The Council is on the lookout for a new 
sponsor for the Blenheim bus service.
Sustainable Transport Manager Braden 
Prideaux said the sponsorship opportunity had 
arisen recently for the first time in four years. 
“The sponsor of the Blenheim bus is entitled 
to receive exclusive advertising, other than 
any reference to the Council or Ritchies as 
the transport operator. In the past this has 
taken the form of an entire wraparound of the 
vehicle,” he said. “At the moment we have a 
blank canvas, just waiting for someone to put 
their name to it.”
The sponsor or sponsors will be included in 
any material or media promoting the service. 
Braden said the Council was open to joint 
proposals. “Other benefits are also open for 
negotiation. The period of sponsorship is for 
three years with a first option to negotiate a 
longer term partnership beyond that,” he said.
Interested businesses should lodge their 
expression of interest, including the value of 

Wairau Diversion closed for camping due to 
flood damage

A Blenheim bus with no name

A strip of land from the river mouth back has 
been lost 

Sponsorship of the Blenheim bus service 
is an opportunity on wheels for a local 
business, says Braden Prideaux

Assets & Services Project Engineer Melissa Hailstone-Workman 
inspects the recently completed Budge Street pump station 

this, there will be concrete blocks blocking 
the road,” says Robert. Until all repair work 
is complete, the road will be stopped at 
Hinepango with these concrete blocks.
“The good news is that this means a large 
part of the Diversion is now open for day 
time access for the public. With the whitebait 
season now open, that’s good timing but 
remember to contact the Department of 
Conservation, not Council, for the latest rules 
on whitebaiting,” he says.
For the section of the Diversion that is now 
open to the public, camping is currently 
prohibited under the Council’s Responsible 
Camping Bylaw. 

the sponsorship offer. 
For further information contact Sustainable 
Transport Manager Braden Prideaux on Ph: 
03 520 7400 during normal business hours 
or email: braden.prideaux@marlborough.
govt.nz


