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Sounds News He kōrero nō te Kaunihera o Wairau

For up to date sailing, news and weather from Marlborough Sounds Marinas visit:  www.msmarinas.co.nz

Contact the Harbourmaster’s Office if you need  
advice or information about Marlborough’s harbours.
03 520 7400 | HARBOURS@MARLBOROUGH.GOVT.NZ

Council’s Harbours team - working to  
ensure our waterways are safe for  
everyone to enjoy. 

Head to MarlboroughNZ.com for 
more information 

Marlborough i-SITEs 
are OPEN!

Pop in and visit the team to book 
domestic travel, tours and 

activities across the Marlborough 
region and the rest of NZ.  

 
Open Monday - Friday 10am - 4pm 

Saturday - Sunday 10am - 2pm 

Enhancements progressing at Picton’s 
Shelly Beach

Link Pathway funding reallocation for 
storm repairs 
Repairs to a treasure on Marlborough’s back 
doorstep damaged in July’s storm event will 
now be able to continue with confidence.
Councillors recently agreed to reallocate funding 
already approved in the 2020/21 Annual Plan for the 
Link Pathway Trust to develop the last section of the 
Link Pathway so that some can be used as required to 
fix damage following the recent storm. 
A number of councillors spoke in support including 
Councillor Cynthia Brooks who said the funding would 
go some way to restoring “this treasure that we have 
on our doorstep”.
Chair of the Link Pathway Trust, Councillor Barbara 
Faulls says the Trust is relieved funding previously 
tagged to complete the last two kilometres of the 
pathway can now be used to repair sections that were 
seriously damaged.
“The team was gutted to see the extent of the damage 
to what has been a much loved and valued asset for 
not only Marlborough residents, but also walkers and 
bikers from throughout New Zealand,” she says.
“The team are galvanised and are determined 
to get the pathway back up and running as soon 
as is physically possible. Under the guidance of 
CEO Rick Edmonds, they’ve made good progress 
between Anakiwa and Momorangi but the repair and 
remediation work on the Moenui side of the Havelock 
Hill will, however, take longer to clear,” says Barbara. 
The team has had assistance from volunteer groups 
including Blenheim Rotary, Kevin Wilson’s Thursday 
Bike Riders and Outward Bound watches as well as 
donations to the Link Pathway’s Givealittle page. 

Damage caused to the Link  
Pathway by the July storm 

Outward Bound students helping 
with repairs

A makeover for Picton’s popular Shelly Beach Reserve is designed to 
make it more appealing, safer and accessible for the public.
Parks & Open Spaces Officer Grahame Smail said the enhancements to the reserve 
were a collaboration between the Council and the Queen Charlotte Yacht Club.
“The yacht club has been very much involved. The redevelopment of their facilities has 
opened up an area of the reserve and shoreline not available as public open space for 
the past seven or eight decades,” he said.
This summer beachgoers will have two formed swimming areas to choose from once 
the works are complete, one to the north of the yacht club building and the other to the 
south, where the club has donated a new floating diving and jumping platform.
“There will also be double the grass space and the whole area will be more accessible, 
family and pedestrian friendly, and safer at night with better lighting,” said Grahame.
“Picton is a well-known visitor destination and Shelly Beach is a particularly popular 
reserve. It was clear there was a need to improve public access and safety,” he said.
Coastal erosion has affected Shelly Beach over the years and to try to halt this, the 
Parks & Open Spaces team have worked with the Council’s Coastal Scientist, Oliver 
Wade, to trial planting in the tidal area in the newly completed rock wall. 
“The toe of the rock wall is on the mean low water mark. With the use of rocks and 
planting we are protecting the shoreline without building a retaining wall. This is a 
trial and if successful, gives a great example of what could be done elsewhere in the 
Sounds,” said Grahame.
Along with the work on the shore, there will also be a focus on the tracks linking Bob’s 
Bay and the Victoria Domain. The number of carparks will increase with 15 planned for 
the southern end - two more than currently. All carparks at the Queen Charlotte Yacht 
Club-end of the reserve will be available all the time, except on exclusive regatta days.
The work is expected to be done by late August.


