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Kindy’s wish for water granted
Council has installed three new taps and 
a drinking fountain in Renwick’s Rousehill 
Reserve following a prompt from the 
children and staff of Renwick Kindergarten.
On a visit to the reserve last Monday, the 
children, who are self-appointed kaitiaki 
(guardians) of the reserve, were blown away 
to see the installation of the water supply 
since their last visit.
Mayor John Leggett and Mayoress Anne Best 
visited the reserve with the children when the 
drinking fountains and taps were revealed.
“The children were absolutely thrilled to 
discover their water wish had been granted 
and it was fantastic to see,” Mayor Leggett 
said.
“The letters and drawings sent to the 
Council from the children asking for water, 
toilets and rubbish bins, really got the ball 
rolling. It’s great that we have been able to 
deliver on their request given all the work 
the staff, children and Renwick community 
has put in to make the reserve a better place 
for everyone to visit and enjoy,” he said.
“I’m also told a revamped play area is on the 
cards for the reserve, so watch this space.”
Head teacher Sarah Greenslade said the 
school took ownership of the reserve seven 
years ago, cleaning up the area and planting 
seedlings and trees. 

“We began planting kowhai trees and flax 
to feed the tui and encourage bird life but 
then we decided we needed to go bigger 
than that, so we thought we could feed the 
community by planting fruit trees.”
“It's about sustainability. We're teaching the 
children to be little warriors for the future,” 
she said.

Renwick Kindergarten students, with  
Mayor John Leggett and Mayoress Anne Best, 
turn on the taps for the first time at Renwick’s 
Rousehill Reserve

Marlborough’s Road to Recovery continues during Covid

Critical roading repairs required as a result 
of July’s storm in Marlborough have been 
able to continue with urgency during the 
Alert Level 4 Covid lockdown, thanks to an 
exemption from the National Emergency 
Management Agency (NEMA).
Marlborough Recovery Manager, Dean 
Heiford said the Council applied for the 
exemption as we know how important this 
work is to our region.
“The Ministry of Health and Covid-19 
Response Group, within the Department of 
the Prime Minister and Cabinet, advised us 
that they consider this essential road works 
in Marlborough, in particular to get essential 
supplies in and deal with any animal welfare 
and transport issues,” he said.
Resident movements should still be limited 
to essential travel. For more information 
about essential activities under Alert Level 
4, please visit: www.covid19.govt.nz.
Recovery efforts continue across multiple 
fronts in the Marlborough region.
On Monday, the special committee formed 
by Mayor John Leggett met ‘remotely’ to 
decide on a further 28 applications to the 
Marlborough Mayoral Relief Fund. Of the 
applications received, 19 were approved,  
a total of $14,000.

The fund has also received a welcome 
$35,000 boost from the Ministry for Primary 
Industries (MPI). This is part of $200,000 in 
recovery funding unlocked in July to support 
flood-affected farmers and growers across 
Marlborough, Tasman and West Coast 
regions.
“These funds will be targeted to primary 
industry businesses that have been 
adversely affected by the July storm,”  
Mr Heiford said.
“A separate application and criteria is still 
in the process of being finalised for the MPI 
funding and this will be made available soon.”
 Work is also continuing on plans to hold 
community meetings with isolated residents 
in the region, particularly in the Marlborough 
Sounds and the Awatere Valley.
Mr Heiford said the Council understood the 
need to hold the meetings as soon as was 
practical and all possible steps were being 
taken to make this happen. “We are working 
on an option of an electronic format for these 
given the Alert Level 4 restrictions,” he said.
For the status of a road, please visit our 
Marlborough Emergency Management 
Official Public Information Map at:  
www.bit.ly/RoadToRecoveryMarl  
before your journey, and stay up to  
date on the latest roading alerts at:  
www./bit.ly/RoadingAlertsMarl
Alternatively, contact Marlborough Roads  
on 0800 213 213 or 03 520 8024 between 
8.00 am - 5.00 pm, Monday to Friday,  
or email the recovery team at:  
recovery@marlboroughroads.com
Residents should continue to follow the 
Council’s Facebook page, Antenno app, 
Twitter and the Council website for  
further information.

Awatere and Dashwood rural boil water notice
Water from the Council’s reticulation network to the Awatere and Dashwood rural areas 
should be boiled. 
It does not currently meet the NZ Drinking Water Standards and may contain bacteria or 
protozoa that are harmful to human health. All water used for drinking, food preparation or 
cleaning teeth should be boiled before use.
Treated water is available at the public taps on Marama Road, outside Seddon School. For 
further information contact the Council on Ph: 03 520 7400.

Environment grants closing soon
Applications are closing on 31 August for 
the Working for Nature/Mahi mō te Taiao 
grant scheme to protect and restore native 
habitats across Marlborough. This annual 
grant scheme has $90,000 available this 
year for eligible projects, such as pest 
control or restoring wetland margins.
Applications can be made via the Council 
website. Eligible applicants are landowners, 
businesses and community organisations 
and projects can take place on public, 
private or Māori-owned land. This scheme 
considers projects that would have fallen 
under the previous Tui to Town and 
Greening Marlborough programmes. 
Funds are allocated between two 
subcategories, Habitat Marlborough and 
Protecting Marlborough. 

Successful restoration projects under 
Habitat Marlborough will focus on planting 
areas where there is little native vegetation,  
as well as waterway and wetland margins. 
Projects under Protecting Marlborough  
will control animal and plant pests,  
which are threatening native wildlife  
and habitats. 
The maximum for a Habitat Marlborough 
project is $10,000 and Protecting 
Marlborough is $15,000. 
Please visit: www.marlborough.govt.nz  
for more details. Applications close at  
5.00 pm on 31 August with all applicants 
notified by October.

Most of the Council’s public facilities are 
closed in response to the Level 4 lockdown.
This includes Council offices in Blenheim 
and Picton, the Marlborough District Library 
in Blenheim, the Picton Library and Stadium 
2000’s swimming pools and gym.
For help with a Council service please  
call our Customer Service Centre on  
Ph: 03 520 7400 or go online to:  
www.marlborough.govt.nz. All information 
on Council services and Covid-19 is 
available at: www.marlborough.govt.nz/
civil-defence-emergency-management/
covid-19-novel-coronavirus
Waste and recycling
Council’s kerbside waste collections 
continue as normal. The Resource Recovery 
Centre in Blenheim is open but physical 
distancing applies. The Reuse Centre  
and Greenwaste site is closed. 

Bus services
Off-peak bus services in Blenheim, Picton 
and Renwick continue to operate but the 
service is for essential workers and essential 
travel only.

Parks, reserves and playgrounds 
All playgrounds are closed under the 
Government’s direction because hard 
surfaces like swings and climbing frames 
could harbour the Covid-19 virus. All public 
toilets in Marlborough are closed under 
Level 4. 
Council is following Government guidelines 
with the Wither Hills and Victoria Domain 
mountain bike parks closed under Level 4. 
This minimises the potential risk of injury 
to mountain bikers, which could result in 
emergency callouts, compromising our 
emergency services. 
Walking the upper tracks of the Wither Hills 
and Victoria Domain, outside the mountain 
bike park, is permitted for those who live in 
the vicinity. These are open areas with wide 
trails, allowing for two metre distancing. 
Biking can still take place on the easier, 
lower trails.

People should not be driving to the  
Wither Hills or Victoria Domain.  
Stay local for your exercise.
Essential Council functions are continuing 
and include:
•  Drinking water supply and effluent 

disposal
• Waste management
• Emergency management
•  Flood protection, environmental 

monitoring and harbour safety
• Health compliance
• Resource and building consents 
• Biosecurity - response to incursions
•  Support functions including IT,  

finance and customer services.
Many Council staff are able to work remotely 
from home. Marlborough’s Civil Defence and 
Emergency Management function is active 
and ready to support any regional response 
to Covid-19, led by the Ministry of Health and 
Nelson-Marlborough DHB.
Please follow the Government and Ministry 
of Health’s advice at: www.covid19.govt.nz  
for the most up to date information.

Lockdown closes Council facilities; essential services continue 
Just days before New Zealand entered 
Level 4 lockdown, stranded residents of the 
Kenepuru Sound travelled by boat for their 
Covid-19 vaccination.
The vaccination boat trip was funded by 
Marlborough Primary Care (the PHO) and 
coordinated with Sounds Ward Councillor 
Barbara Faulls on behalf of the Council.
Marlborough Primary Care chief executive 
Beth Tester said, from the PHO’s 
perspective, assisting to fund the water taxi 
for isolated residents ticked many boxes. 
“Firstly, it ensured the residents were able to 
get their vaccinations as planned, along with 
helping reduce the social isolation they are 
dealing with and spending time with others. 
It also gave them the opportunity to restock 
groceries and other items,” she said.
Councillor Faulls said the vaccination boat 
trip could not have come at a better time 
for residents who were left isolated due 
to July’s storm, which severely damaged 
Kenepuru Road.
“It was fabulous and there were some very 
happy people on the day. The Covid centre 
was exceptionally well run in a joint effort by 
the PHO and the Havelock Lions. 

It was a credit to them all, and how important 
now that we are in the situation we are, that 
they received their vaccinations,” she said.
Gary and Ellen Orchard from Access to 
Pelorus Tours ran the charter to collect 
the 28 residents in Kenepuru Sound who 
needed to come into Havelock to get their 
first or second Covid vaccination at the town 
hall. They made pick-ups at Portage Bay, 
Tara Bay, Raetihi and Waitaria Bay. 
“It has to be one of the more unique 
journeys people have taken to get their 
Covid vaccination,” said Councillor Faulls. 
“The Havelock Lions also provided a shuttle 
bus for residents who were able to walk 
through the slip area at Cullen Point to get 
there too.”
She said the “Sales Sisters” at Bayleys 
Marlborough, Georgia and Claudia Ryan, 
made care packages for each person on 
the launch along with a free hot drink at one 
of the local cafes. “It was a lovely surprise 
for those on board when they landed in 
Havelock.”

Sounds’ residents cruise to Covid vaccination

Some of the Kenepuru Sound residents who took the opportunity to cruise into Havelock to get  
their vaccination. Brya Ingram/Stuff.

OneFortyOne Kaituna Sawmill, winners of the Forestry category in the Cawthron Marlborough 
Environment Awards, opened their doors to Climate Change Minister James Shaw and  
50 guests for their field day last Tuesday. 
The sawmill is leading the way in reducing carbon emissions and finding markets for its 
waste products including bark, sawdust and pine chips. The sawmill’s biomass boiler burns 
wet sawdust to generate energy to dry its timber products. Previously they spent more than 
$500,000 a year on waste oil to run the boiler. 
Climate Change Minister James Shaw said the operation gave him hope for the future. 
“They have dramatically reduced their emissions through the use of new technologies.  
If we could replicate that across industry in New Zealand, we’d be a long way down the track  
of reducing our overall greenhouse gases,” he said.
The Council is a long-term sponsor of the Environment Awards and Mayor John Leggett was 
encouraged to see winegrowers, farmers, aquaculture and environmental groups attend the  
field day, keen to learn more. 
The Cawthron Marlborough Environment Awards are held every two years and attract entries 
from businesses and community organisations. The Forestry Award is sponsored by the 
Marlborough Forest Industry Association.
For more information about the awards visit: www.cmea.org.nz

Sawmill leads the way for other industries

The OneFortyOne Kaituna Sawmill team at their Environment Awards field day (credit: Tim Cuff)

Are you an older driver who needs a bit 
of help when it comes to learning and 
understanding the functions of your vehicle? 
If you are, then the free upcoming annual 
CarFit event is for you.
Run by volunteer technicians, CarFit leads 
drivers through a 15-minute checklist to 
make sure your car is set up correctly for 
you by, for example, ensuring your seat 
and seatbelt is adjusted correctly and the 
steering column tilt is in the right position.
Volunteer technician Pat Clay said 
volunteers will also help drivers understand 
their vehicle’s operating controls like lights, 

window wipers, breaking and emergency 
stopping.
Pat said it’s important people understand 
that this event is not a driving test, but 
a free service to help older drivers in 
our community ensure their car setup is 
comfortable and safe for them.
The event will be held on Thursday  
25 November from 10.00 am to 12.00 noon 
in the Emergency Management Operations 
Centre car park on Wither Road Extension.
Bookings are essential. If you’re interested  
in attending please contact Robyn Blackburn 
at Council on Ph: 03 520 7400.

Is your CarFit?

Everyone should report ‘near misses’ when 
out and about walking or cycling. 
It’s easy to do this online. When you search the 
link below you can also see the map where 
other near misses have been reported. Check 
it out and see where the ‘hot-spots’ are.
Near miss reporting is important. The 
best way to get cycle and pedestrian 
infrastructure changed or upgraded is to 
provide risk data to our roading experts 
who then have the evidence they need to 
apply for safety improvement funding.
The Police report the cycling or pedestrian 
crashes they are called out to but an 
estimated five out of six incidents go 
unreported.

According to current near miss reporting 
data, intersections and roundabouts are 
problematic for cyclists and pedestrians. 
Most near misses occur in fine weather 
conditions and the majority occur during 
the summer months when more cyclists 
and pedestrians are on the roads.
If we want to encourage more cycling and 
walking in our community we need to start 
changing the way we are designing our 
roads and we need users’ experience to 
guide us.
It’s quick and easy - go to:  
www.marlborough.govt.nz and search for 
'Near Miss', or google MDC Near Misses.

Be sure to report near misses

In accordance with regulation 16 of the 
Resource Management Act (National 
Environmental Standards relating to Certain 
Air Pollutants, Dioxins and Other Toxics) 
Regulations 2004, referred to as the NES, 
Marlborough District Council gives notice 
that the NES for PM10 has been breached in 
the Blenheim airshed in Redwoodtown on  
4 August 2021 at a level of 56.8µg m-3.

The NES for PM10 allows the threshold  
of 50 µg m-3 to be exceeded on no  
more than one day per 12 month period. 
These exceedances mean the NES has 
been breached on sixteen occasions in  
the Blenheim airshed in 2021.
More information can be found at:  
www.marlborough.govt.nz

Breach of air quality standard for PM10 in Blenheim 

At Covid-19 Alert Level 4, Council and 
committee meetings cannot be open to  
the public. 
A recording of the meeting and a set of draft 
minutes will be available on the Council 
website following the meeting. 

Please note committee draft minutes are 
an unofficial record until confirmed by a 
subsequent full Council meeting. 

Planning, Finance & Community Committee
Thursday 2 September at 9.00 am

Council 
Thursday 16 September at 9.00 am

The time and date may be subject to 
change. Please contact the Committee 
Secretary; Ph: 03 520 7400 for further 
information. 

Council
meetings
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