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When you become a New 
Zealand citizen, you receive 
the same privileges and take 
on the same responsibilities 
as a person who was born 
here.
Marlborough’s newest New 
Zealand citizens embraced 
that commitment at a 
citizenship ceremony held 

in the Council Chambers on 
Friday 23 July. 
The recipients from 10 
different countries, plus 
Flight Lieutenant Iain 
Warren RNZAF (far left) and 
Lieutenant Commander Neil 
Connell RNZN (far right), are 
pictured here with Mayor 
John Leggett (centre rear). 

Marlborough’s newest citizens

Since the storm event three 
weeks ago Council rangers 
have noticed people taking 
firewood from the river 
reserve at the State Highway 
6 Wairau Bridge.
Assets and Services Manager, 
Richard Coningham, said that 
people need to understand 
that taking firewood or 
removing trees is not 
permitted from river reserve 
land. 
“These rules are in place for 
a reason including people’s 
own safety and the safety of 
Council staff,” Mr Coningham 
said. 
“Incidents involving people in 

4WD vehicles accessing the 
stop bank to gather firewood 
or joyride have the potential 
to divert our attention 
away from where it is most 
needed.”
“Racing along a stop bank 
can compromise its integrity. 
While our rangers take an 
educational role and talk to 
those breaking the rules, if 
we continue to see them 
blatantly disregarded a more 
stringent approach will need 
to be taken,” Mr Coningham 
said.
If you notice suspicious 
activity please report it to the 
Council on Ph: 03 520 7400.

Construction of new cycle 
lanes on Middle Renwick 
Road (State Highway 6) 
between Westwood Avenue 
Business Park and Battys 
Road/Murphys Road are now 
complete.
The project involved widening 
the footpath between Severne 
Street and Westwood Avenue 
to a shared pathway, and the 
construction of indented car 
park bays.
Council’s Sustainable 
Transport Manager, Braden 
Prideaux, says the new cycle 
lanes connect to existing 
cycle lanes along Middle 
Renwick Road, filling a gap in 
the network and improving 
overall connectivity.

“Adding this section of cycle 
lanes is part of the big picture 
to develop a safe, convenient 
and connected cycle network 
around Marlborough,” Mr 
Prideaux said.
“We’re helping make cycling 
a viable and enjoyable way to 
commute to and from work 
and school, to get around 
town and for leisure,” he said.
“Thank you to the contractors 
who worked with nearby 
residents and businesses to 
minimise disruption during 
construction.”
The project was delivered by 
Waka Kotahi NZ Transport 
Agency and the Council. 
For more information visit: 
https://bit.ly/2TQHWOX

Illegal firewood removal from 
river reserves

Middle Renwick Road cycle lanes 
are go 

After a tumultuous time for many across the 
region, Marlborough is now officially in recovery 
mode. The state of local emergency was lifted at 
midday on 28 July. 
Acting Minister of Emergency Management, Hon 
Kris Faafoi, was in Marlborough last Wednesday 
to assess the damage caused by the recent 
storm. He joined a briefing at the Emergency 
Operations Centre in Blenheim and thanked 
the response team, led by Incident Controller 
Richard McNamara, for its work over the 
previous ten days. 
He was then taken on a tour of some of the 
affected communities, accompanied by Mayor 
John Leggett, Council Chief Executive Mark 
Wheeler, Marlborough Roads Manager Steve 
Murrin and Recovery Manager Dean Heiford, 
where he witnessed first-hand the serious 
damage to Queen Charlotte Drive at Cullen 
Point near Havelock, and saw a large slip further 
up the road at Moenui.
Mayor John Leggett said it was sobering to see 
some of the damage to Queen Charlotte Drive, 
especially some of the huge slips.
Minister Faafoi said he was aware that 
Marlborough’s multi-agency emergency 
management response team was a ‘well-oiled 
machine’ and had been successful in responding 
to and managing the storm’s immediate impacts.
Work to assess and repair the damage, 
particularly to the roading network, is continuing 
with the focus on isolated communities in the 
upper Waihopai and Awatere valleys and central 
Marlborough Sounds.
So far, four properties have been ‘red stickered’ 
with serious damage, seven have moderate 
damage and six have light damage. These 
numbers may increase as Council’s Building 
Control team inspects more houses, particularly 
in the Sounds, and as bach and homeowners 
visit their properties and report damage. A 
number of people are still being housed in 
emergency accommodation.
Recovery Manager, Dean Heiford, said there are 
several areas - the upper Waihopai and Awatere 
valleys, Northbank, Queen Charlotte Drive and 
the Kenepuru Road that still have very limited 
or no road access. Those key infrastructure links 
are being urgently assessed and they will be 
repaired as soon as practically possible.”
“People need to appreciate that the recovery 
effort is focussed on getting our infrastructure 
back up and running as soon as possible. 
However the damage our roading network has 
suffered is immense and it will take time to 
repair,” Mr Heiford said. 
There are currently 125 contractors working 
on road repairs around the region. Mr Heiford 
said food and medical supplies had already 
been provided by air and overland to isolated 
communities and this will remain an option 
for the foreseeable future, until road links are 
restored. 

Marlborough moves into recovery 

If you need assistance, please contact the 
Council on Ph: 03 520 7400 or email: recovery@
marlborough.govt.nz 
For the most up-to-date information about 
road closures and the state of your local 
road, please visit the Marlborough Emergency 
Management Official Public Information Map 
which is regularly updated at: https://bit.ly/
CDEM-Map
The Council’s website has a dedicated Recovery 
page at: http://bit.ly/StormRecovery2021

Mayor John Leggett and Acting Minister of 
Emergency Management, Kris Faafoi inspect 
damage at Cullen Point (top) and the raised 
shingle bed of the Wairau River

Waihopai residents cut off since the storm 
received a special delivery of food and medical 
supplies via helicopter on Saturday


