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Council
meet

The following meetings are open to the 
public and anyone is welcome to attend. 
Copies of the agendas will be available 
online and at the Council, 15 Seymour St.

Assets and Services Committee
Thursday 19 August at 9.00 am

Environment Committee
Thursday 26 August at 9.00 am

Times and dates may be subject to 
change.
Please contact the Committee Secretary,  
Ph: 03 520 7400 for confirmation.

Council
meetings

Marlborough Events www.follow-me.co.nz

Sounds of Christmas

Marlborough Events www.follow-me.co.nz

Southern Jam Jazz Festival 2021
Here’s your annual chance to see young 
jazz musicians from around New Zealand 
perform at various venues around 
Marlborough in the only festival of its kind in 
the South Island. And don’t miss out on the 
chance to enjoy the grand finale with the 
Gala Concert at ASB Theatre on  
Saturday night.
Wed 4 - Sat 7 Aug 
Various times and locations

Marlborough moves into recovery
After a tumultuous time for many across 
the region, Marlborough is now officially in 
recovery mode. 
The state of local emergency was lifted at 
midday on 28 July. 
Acting Minister of Emergency Management, 
Hon Kris Faafoi, was in Marlborough last 
Wednesday to assess the damage caused 
by the recent storm. He joined a briefing 
at the Emergency Operations Centre 
in Blenheim and thanked the response 
team, led by Incident Controller Richard 
McNamara, for its work over the previous 
ten days. 
He was then taken on a tour of some of 
the affected communities, accompanied 
by Mayor John Leggett, Council Chief 
Executive Mark Wheeler, Marlborough 
Roads Manager Steve Murrin and Recovery 
Manager Dean Heiford, where he witnessed 
first-hand the serious damage to Queen 
Charlotte Drive at Cullen Point near 
Havelock, and saw a large slip further up the 
road at Moenui.
Mayor John Leggett said it was sobering to 
see some of the damage to Queen Charlotte 
Drive, especially some of the huge slips.
Minister Faafoi said he was aware that 
Marlborough’s multi-agency emergency 
management response team was a ‘well-
oiled machine’ and had been successful in 
responding to and managing the storm’s 
immediate impacts.
Work to assess and repair the damage, 
particularly to the roading network, is 
continuing with the focus on isolated 
communities in the upper Waihopai and 
Awatere valleys and central  
Marlborough Sounds.
So far, four properties have been ‘red 
stickered’ with serious damage, seven 

have moderate damage and six have light 
damage. These numbers may increase as 
Council’s Building Control team inspects 
more houses, particularly in the Sounds, 
and as bach and homeowners visit their 
properties and report damage. A number of 
people are still being housed in emergency 
accommodation.
Recovery Manager, Dean Heiford, said there 
are several areas - the upper Waihopai 
and Awatere valleys, Northbank, Queen 
Charlotte Drive and the Kenepuru Road that 
still have very limited or no road access. 
"Those key infrastructure links are being 
urgently assessed and they will be repaired 
as soon as practically possible.”
“People need to appreciate that the 
recovery effort is focussed on getting our 
infrastructure back up and running as soon 
as possible. However the damage that our 
roading network has suffered is immense 
and will take time to repair,” Mr Heiford said. 
There are currently 125 contractors working 
on road repairs around the region. Mr 
Heiford said food and medical supplies had 
already been provided by air and overland 
to isolated communities and this will remain 
an option for the foreseeable future, until 
road links are restored. 
If you need assistance, please contact the 
Council on Ph: 03 520 7400 or email:  
recovery@marlborough.govt.nz 
For the most up-to-date information 
about road closures and the state of your 
local road, please visit the Marlborough 
Emergency Management Official Public 
Information Map which is regularly updated 
at: bit.ly/CDEM-Map
The Council’s website has a dedicated 
Recovery page at: bit.ly/StormRecovery2021

Mayor John Leggett and Acting Minister of Emergency Management, Kris Faafoi inspect damage at 
Cullen Point (left)

Middle Renwick Road cycle lanes are go 
Construction of new cycle lanes on Middle Renwick Road (State Highway 6) between 
Westwood Avenue Business Park and Battys Road/Murphys Road are now complete.
The project involved widening the footpath between Severne Street and Westwood Avenue 
to a shared pathway, and the construction of indented car park bays.
Council’s Sustainable Transport Manager, Braden Prideaux, says the new cycle lanes 
connect to existing cycle lanes along Middle Renwick Road, filling a gap in the network and 
improving overall connectivity.
“Adding this section of cycle lanes is part of the big picture to develop a safe, convenient 
and connected cycle network around Marlborough,” Mr Prideaux said.
“We’re helping make cycling a viable and enjoyable way to commute to and from work and 
school, to get around town and for leisure,” he said.
“Thank you to the contractors who worked with nearby residents and businesses to 
minimise disruption during construction.”
The project was delivered by Waka Kotahi NZ Transport Agency and the Council. 
For more information visit: bit.ly/2TQHWOX

Latest tech tracking ground breaking biochar use at  
Lansdowne Park
Gone are the days when a groundskeeper would 
put a finger to the wind or simply look out the 
window to check the weather.
These days science meets sport at Blenheim’s No.1  
rugby field at Lansdowne Park, where the Council 
and its turf managers have turned to the latest 
technology to assist in managing the new sand-
based surface.
Last week six wireless soil sensors were buried 
in the field to provide ‘live’ data, including soil 
moisture, temperature and salinity readings, via an 
app on a smartphone. 
Will Bowden from New Zealand Turf Management 
Solutions (NZTMS), a turf consultant for the Council, 
said Lansdowne No. 1 was the first stadium field in 
New Zealand where biochar has been used in a  
sub-section of its soil composition. 
Biochar is burnt charcoal produced from plant 
matter and is often used as a means of removing 
carbon dioxide from the atmosphere
“It’s also all about moisture and nutrient retention. 
It is good for the environment but also helps keep 
the irrigation and fertiliser used in the ground,” Will 
said.
“We have never done this before. The sensors will 
give us hard and fast data that we are saving ‘x’ 
amount of water from irrigation and wastage from 
having biochar in the sand. We know the theory 
but it will be great to have field data to support 
this,” Will said.
“This project offers a perfect opportunity to trial 
the units and provide us with some science,” he 
said. The sensors will be used to provide quarterly 
updates to the Council.
San Diego-based company GroundWorx offered 
the Council a free trial of the technology for up to 
90 days to demonstrate its potential. If successful, 
the Council will own the system and the data it 
produces.
“Get up in the morning, view a dashboard on your 
phone and plan your day,” said Wellingtonian Lee 
Marshall, GroundWorx’s Oceania/Asia Master Agent and a co-founder of the company. “The 
sensors will collect the data to make those decisions. They are a wireless ‘cell phone in the 
ground’,” he said.
Each sensor contains two SIM cards - one Vodafone and one roaming - sending information 
up to the cloud every 10 minutes. The units have a battery life of up to seven years and a 
unique serial number to send updates directly to each unit anywhere in the world.
The installation of the sensors is a South Island first but the technology is already in use at 
Eden Park in Auckland and Sky Stadium in Wellington, plus a number of prestigious golf 
courses around the country.
Council Parks and Open Spaces Officer Robert Hutchinson said the new sand surface at 
Lansdowne required careful management for moisture levels. “This sensor technology is 
going to provide us with a good picture of how the systems are working with the water and 
biochar/sand combination,” he said.
It was hoped the No.1 field would be in use by now but the recent storm delayed this. “We 
still need to get the new fold down goal posts in the ground and we have been waiting on 
the right weather conditions to get the concrete block foundations in for these,” Robert said.
The $700k renovations to the field are part of major redevelopments underway at the park, 
including a new multi-code sportshub building.

Will Bowden from NZTMS holds a sample 
of the new surface at Lansdowne Park No. 1 
showing its biochar and sand elements

Science meets sport . . . one of the new 
wireless soil moisture sensors recently 
installed at the rugby field

Illegal firewood removal from river reserves
Since the storm event three weeks ago Council rangers have noticed people taking 
firewood from the river reserve at the State Highway 6 Wairau Bridge.
Assets and Services Manager, Richard Coningham, said that people need to understand that 
taking firewood or removing trees is not permitted from river reserve land. 
“These rules are in place for a reason including people’s own safety and the safety of 
Council staff,” Mr Coningham said. 
“Incidents involving people in 4WD vehicles accessing the stop bank to gather firewood or 
joyride have the potential to divert our attention away from where it is most needed.”
“Racing along a stop bank can compromise its integrity. While our rangers take an 
educational role and talk to those breaking the rules, if we continue to see them blatantly 
disregarded a more stringent approach will need to be taken,” Mr Coningham said.
If you notice suspicious activity please report it to the Council on Ph: 03 520 7400.

Marlborough’s newest citizens
When you become a New Zealand citizen, you receive the same privileges and take on the 
same responsibilities as a person who was born here.
Marlborough’s newest New Zealand citizens embraced that commitment at a citizenship 
ceremony held in the Council Chambers on Friday 23 July. 
The recipients from 10 different countries, plus Flight Lieutenant Iain Warren RNZAF (far left) 
and Lieutenant Commander Neil Connell RNZN (far right), are pictured here with Mayor John 
Leggett (centre rear). 

New rates instalments on their way
New rates statements have been sent 
to Marlborough property owners, which 
introduce new quarterly instalments for the 
coming year. The total increase in Council 
rates and charges is 5.1%. This increase is 
lower than the 5.73% originally proposed 
and lower than many councils across New 
Zealand. 
“We’re still playing catch-up with 
Marlborough’s growth after delaying some 
expenses during Covid-19, and our recent 
storm event demonstrated how important 
infrastructure spending is to our future,” said 
Councillor Mark Peters, Chair of the Planning, 
Finance and Community Committee.
“However, your share of Council’s total 
rates depends largely on how much your 
property’s valuation - mainly land  
value - represents of the total valuation of all 
land and improvements in Marlborough.”
“The price of residential property in 
Marlborough has increased significantly 
since the last revaluation. Other property 
types have increased to a lesser extent, with 
some even decreasing. Council engages 
Quotable Value (QV) to undertake the 
rating revaluations every three years. QV 
must undertake its work in accordance with 
the standards set by the Valuer General,” 
Councillor Peters said. 
QV’s August 2020 revaluation saw residents 
in Blenheim have a 41% average increase in 
land valuation, while Picton residents saw a 
50% average increase. Meanwhile, ‘Blenheim 
vicinity’, which includes Renwick and Spring 
Creek, saw an average increase of 9.64%. 

“As a result for those properties with a large 
increase in value, your rates increase is likely 
to be higher than 5.1%. Properties with low 
increases in value will see a lower increase 
and possibly even a decrease over the 
coming year.”
The other significant contributor to individual 
property rates increases is the level of 
investment the Council is making in water 
and sewerage services. 
These costs are recovered by targeted rates 
on those areas receiving Council-supplied 
water and sewerage treatment. 
This will impact Blenheim, Picton and other 
areas in the Council’s combined water and 
sewerage schemes. 
Properties that are not part of those schemes 
will not have their rates increased for this 
reason only.
“While this year the rates increases for a 
number of properties may be higher than 
many Marlburians are used to, the new 
instalments are largely based on property 
revaluations and increased levels of service 
set out in the new Long Term Plan  
2021 - 2031,” Councillor Peters says.
“If you anticipate having difficulty paying 
your rates in the coming year, I encourage 
you to get in touch early to talk about a 
solution. There are options designed to 
assist, including making smaller and more 
frequent instalments through direct debit, 
talking to Council staff and agreeing to a 
payment plan, or applying for a Government 
rates rebate of up to $640.”

Ageing positively with Graeme and Chris Haymes
A firm belief in giving back to the community has seen Graeme and Chris Haymes take on 
numerous volunteer roles over the years.
“We believe that giving back to the community that has given us so much is important,” say 
the couple.
Graeme and Chris have been involved with sports committees and teams, especially 
supporting their children during their sports careers in cricket, soccer, rugby, gymnastics  
and athletics.
Graeme has also had a long association with Round Table and 41 Club (made up of old 
Round Table members), serving as its national president. “I’ve been involved in too many 
fundraising projects to mention - all providing much needed funds for the community but 
also providing those involved with a lot of fun while doing them,” Graeme said.
Graeme also served as chairman of the Redwoodtown School committee for several years 
until Tomorrows Schools was introduced. Not only has Chris provided valuable support for 
Graeme in his activities but she also served as a Lifeline counsellor for 10 years, “I really 
enjoyed the challenge,” she said.
Graeme and Chris continue their 
volunteering journey in their retirement 
with Graeme serving as a member of the 
Marlborough District Council Community 
Grants Committee and both are involved 
with St John Marlborough. 
Chris volunteers in the St John shop and 
Graeme is a health shuttle driver. 
Both are aware of the important role St John 
plays in the community and are members of 
the area committee.
“From the start of the Covid-19 lockdown, 
together with the assistance of a neighbour, 
we instigated regular meetings in our cul de 
sac with neighbours,” Graeme said.
“Meetings are still taking place and have 
provided valuable social contact particularly 
for those living alone. Milestone birthdays 
and assistance to neighbours have all been 
part of the meetings,” he said.
The couple say volunteering provides an 
opportunity to give back to the community 
and to help others, but it is also rewarding 
and enjoyable for the volunteer.

Awatere and Dashwood rural boil water notice
Water from the Council’s reticulation network to the Awatere and Dashwood rural areas 
should be boiled. 
It does not currently meet the NZ Drinking Water Standards and may contain bacteria or 
protozoa that are harmful to human health. All water used for drinking, food preparation or 
cleaning teeth should be boiled before use.
Treated water is available at the public taps on Marama Road, outside Seddon School.  
For further information contact the Council on Ph: 03 520 7400.

Abandoned vessel - owner sought
The Harbourmaster is seeking the owner of 
the yacht pictured. 
The yacht appears to have been abandoned 
on mooring 2411 in Oyster Bay.
This yacht is now in the possession of the 
Harbourmaster. 
If it remains unclaimed for 30 days it may be 
sold or destroyed.
Please contact the Harbourmaster’s 
office on Ph: 03 520 7400 if you have any 
information about this yacht.

Waihopai residents cut off since the storm received a special delivery of food and medical supplies via 
helicopter on Saturday

mailto:recovery@marlborough.govt.nz
https://bit.ly/CDEM-Map 
http://bit.ly/StormRecovery2021
https://bit.ly/2TQHWOX 

