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Sounds News He kōrero nō te Kaunihera o Wairau

For up to date sailing, news and weather from Marlborough Sounds Marinas visit:  www.msmarinas.co.nz

Contact the Harbourmaster’s Office if you need  
advice or information about Marlborough’s harbours.
03 520 7400 | HARBOURS@MARLBOROUGH.GOVT.NZ

Council’s Harbours team - working to  
ensure our waterways are safe for  
everyone to enjoy. 

Head to MarlboroughNZ.com for 
more information 

Marlborough i-SITEs 
are OPEN!

Pop in and visit the team to book 
domestic travel, tours and 

activities across the Marlborough 
region and the rest of NZ.  

 
Open Monday - Friday 10am - 4pm 

Saturday - Sunday 10am - 2pm 

Marlborough moves into recovery
After a tumultuous time for many across the region, Marlborough is now 
officially in recovery mode. The state of local emergency was lifted at 
midday on 28 July. 
Acting Minister of Emergency Management, Hon Kris Faafoi, was in Marlborough last 
Wednesday to assess the damage caused by the recent storm. He joined a briefing at 
the Emergency Operations Centre in Blenheim and thanked the response team, led by 
Incident Controller Richard McNamara, for its work over the previous ten days. 
He was then taken on a tour of some of the affected communities, accompanied by 
Mayor John Leggett, Council Chief Executive Mark Wheeler, Marlborough Roads 
Manager Steve Murrin and Recovery Manager Dean Heiford, where he witnessed  
first-hand the serious damage to Queen Charlotte Drive at Cullen Point near Havelock, 
and saw a large slip further up the road at Moenui.
Mayor John Leggett said it was sobering to see some of the damage to Queen Charlotte 
Drive, especially some of the huge slips.
Minister Faafoi said he was aware that Marlborough’s multi-agency emergency 
management response team was a ‘well-oiled machine’ and had been successful in 
responding to and managing the storm’s immediate impacts.
Work to assess and repair the damage, particularly to the roading network, is continuing 
with the focus on isolated communities in the upper Waihopai and Awatere valleys and 
central Marlborough Sounds.
So far, four properties have been ‘red stickered’ with serious damage, seven have 

moderate damage and six have light damage. These numbers may increase as Council’s 
Building Control team inspects more houses, particularly in the Sounds, and as bach and 
homeowners visit their properties and report damage. 
A number of people are still being housed in emergency accommodation.
Recovery Manager, Dean Heiford, said there are several areas - the upper Waihopai and 
Awatere valleys, Northbank, Queen Charlotte Drive and the Kenepuru Road that still 
have very limited or no road access. Those key infrastructure links are being urgently 
assessed and they will be repaired as soon as practically possible.”
“People need to appreciate that the ongoing recovery effort is focussed on getting our 
infrastructure back up and running as soon as possible. However the damage that our 
roading network has suffered is immense and it will take time to repair,” Mr Heiford said. 
There are currently 125 contractors working on road repairs around the region.  
Mr Heiford said food and medical supplies had already been provided by air and 
overland to isolated communities and this will remain an option for the foreseeable 
future, until road links are restored. 
If you need assistance, please contact the Council on Ph: 03 520 7400 or email:  
recovery@marlborough.govt.nz 
For the most up-to-date information about road closures and the state of your local road, 
please visit the Marlborough Emergency Management Official Public Information Map 
which is regularly updated at: bit.ly/CDEM-Map
The Council’s website has a dedicated Recovery page at: bit.ly/StormRecovery2021

Mayor John Leggett and Acting Minister of Emergency Management, Kris Faafoi inspect damage 
at Cullen Point (left)

Waihopai residents cut off since the storm received a special delivery of food and medical  
supplies via helicopter last Saturday
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