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The following meetings are open to  
the public and anyone is welcome to attend. 
Copies of the agendas will be available online 
and at Council’s office, 15 Seymour Street.
Assets & Services Committee 
Thursday 25 August at 9.00 am

Environment Committee 
Thursday 1 September at 9.00 am
Times and dates may be subject to change, 
please contact the Committee Secretary, 
Ph: 03 520 7400 for confirmation.
Please note the Blenheim Customer Service 
Centre is closed on Wednesdays from  
12.30 pm to 1.30 pm.

Marlborough Events follow-me.co.nz

Awatere and Dashwood rural boil water notice
Water from Council’s reticulation network to the Awatere and Dashwood rural areas should 
be boiled. 
It does not currently meet the NZ Drinking Water Standards and may contain bacteria or 
protozoa that are harmful to human health. All water used for drinking, food preparation  
or cleaning teeth should be boiled before use.
Treated water is available at the public taps on Marama Road, outside Seddon School.  
For further information contact Council on Ph: 03 520 7400.

Local elections - are you enrolled to vote?
With the local elections coming up on 
Saturday 8 October now is a good time to 
check whether you’re enrolled to vote. 
To enrol or update your details you’ll need 
to fill in an enrolment form. Go online at: 
www.vote.nz or phone 0800 36 76 56 to 
ask for a form to be sent to you. 
To avoid a lengthy process later on, make 
sure you’re enrolled before the enrolment 
period closes tomorrow, Friday 12 August.

Local elections are held by postal vote 
so you need to be enrolled at the right 
address to receive your voting papers in 
the mail.
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Marlborough Artisan Craft 
Market Pop-Up
Pop along to MYSpace and meet local 
regional artisans. A great opportunity  
to pick up some of the best art, crafts, 
food and produce that Marlborough  
has to offer. 
Sat 13 Aug; 10.00 am - 4.00 pm
MYSpace, 18 Kinross Street, Blenheim

39th Woodbourne Half 
Marathon & Fun Runs
Annual social half marathon walk/hybrid, 
half marathon run and 5km/10km fun  
runs/walks - there is an option for everyone, 
which challenge will you choose this year?
Sun 14 Aug; 9.00 am - 1.00 pm
RNZAF Woodbourne, Blenheim

Regional TheatreFest
The upper South Island Regional Finals of 
NZ’s One-Act Play TheatreFest. Come for 
the day or watch a whole play as groups 
from around the top of the south compete in 
the hopes of making it to this year’s finals in 
Wellington.
Sat 13 - Sun 14 Aug 
Sat: 7.00 pm - 9.30 pm;  
Sun: 1.30 pm - 5.00 pm
Havelock Town Hall,  
Cnr Main Road & Inglis Street, Havelock

Final call for Council candidates 

If you’re thinking of standing for Council  
in this year’s local government elections 
now’s the time to so before nominations 
close at midday tomorrow, Friday 12  
August 2022. 
To stand for Council, you must be:
• A New Zealand citizen
• Aged 18 years or older
•  Enrolled on the electoral roll
Elected members can come from all 
backgrounds and walks of life. You don't 
need any special qualifications to stand  
for Council. 
An effective elected member brings a 
broad range of skills to the role, such as:
• Decision-making and strategic thinking
•  Communication and community 

engagement
• Relationship building and collaboration
How to get nominated:
•  Complete a nomination form during the 

nomination period
•  Get two people to nominate you. They must 

be aged 18 years or older and enrolled to 
vote in the area you wish to stand in

•  Provide a deposit of $200. This may be 
refunded, depending on how many  
votes you receive

As a candidate, you need to:
•  Find out what is important to your  

local community
•  Familiarise yourself with Marlborough’s  

local government structure and the roles  
of elected members

The main reason people don't vote is lack 
of knowledge about the candidates and 
their views. A successful campaign is one 
where local residents know the key issues 
you stand for within the community.
Useful tips for connecting with people and 
getting more votes:
•  Get out into the community by door 

knocking, addressing public meetings  
and talking to members of the public

•  Look for interview opportunities on  
radio, local newspapers, websites  
and magazines

•  Advertise your views in newspapers or  
on billboards 

• Use social media channels
There are regulations around campaigning, 
including how much you can spend and 
how and when signage can be displayed. 
Further information is available in the  
2022 Candidate Handbook:  
www.marlborough.govt.nz/your-council/
elections/2022-council-election/ 
candidate-information-booklet
For more information, email the  
Council's Electoral Officer at:  
election@marlborough.govt.nz

Volunteers of the future
Marlborough’s young emergency services 
volunteers have completed their 2022 
training course.
Graduates from the Youth in Emergency 
Services (YES) course were presented 
with their certificates at a recent ceremony 
attended by Mayor John Leggett.
The eight-week YES course is for young 
people aged 18 to 24 years with a passion 
to work alongside some of Marlborough’s 
great heroes. An initiative funded by the 
Ministry of Youth Development, YES is 
designed to strengthen the connection 
between young people and their 
community with hands-on engagement with 
emergency services workers.
At the ceremony, Mayor Leggett applauded 
the Marlborough Youth Trust and 
Marlborough’s emergency services for 
providing the training opportunity.

“It is a terrific concept,” he said. “You have 
shown our young people that they are an 
important part of our community and that 
they can make a contribution - that alone is 
a valuable way of teaching resilience and 
building self- esteem amongst teens.”
Those who complete the course are 
encouraged to go on to volunteer with  
one of the emergency services to further 
their learning.
Mayor Leggett said he hoped the training  
was the beginning of a life-long habit for 
course graduates. 
The programme involved young people 
training and working with groups including 
the New Zealand Police, St John, Coastguard, 
Fire and Emergency New Zealand, 
Marlborough Emergency Management,  
Surf Lifesaving and Search and Rescue.
Marlborough has run such courses  
since 2016.

YES graduates with representatives from local emergency service groups and Mayor John Leggett

Community Grants open
If you are part of a Marlborough group with  
a project, idea or service that benefits the  
local community, it’s time to put your hand up  
for funding.
The Marlborough District Council Community 
Grants Fund, worth $280,000, is now open.
This fund is available for not-for-profit 
organisations providing services in the 
community covering a range of sectors  
including heritage, sports and recreation, 
community welfare and social services.
Community Partnerships Advisor, Jodie 
Griffiths, said Council recognises the important 
contribution made by local organisations to the 
wellbeing of Marlborough and its residents.
“That is why funding is available through grants 
such as these to help organisations benefit the 
wider community,” she said.
“It may be a new piece of equipment is needed or perhaps a group would like to run activities 
or maybe they require supplementary funding to initiate a project,” Mrs Griffiths said.
“It is a real strength if groups have funding from other sources as it helps foster 
sustainability,” she said.
The application period for the Community Grants Fund closes at 5.00 pm on Friday  
21 October. For more information or to apply visit: https://bit.ly/MarlCommunityGrant
For further information contact Jodie Griffiths, Community Partnerships Advisor on  
Ph: 03 520 7400 or email: jodie.griffiths@marlborough.govt.nz

Marlborough challenged to adapt and innovate at 2022-23  
Environment Awards launch 
Mayor John Leggett officially launched 
the 2022-23 Cawthron Marlborough 
Environment Awards last week, joining  
those in Marlborough’s primary industries  
and environmental groups to celebrate  
and encourage excellence in looking  
after Marlborough’s land, water and  
energy resources.
Council has been a principal sponsor  
since 1996, and the Mayor commended  
the Awards for playing a key role  
in promoting examples of good  
environmental management.  
“The Awards have a simple message -  
sound environmental management is  
good business”. 
“We know that human-induced climate 
change will have impacts on Marlborough’s 
primary sectors - forestry, horticulture, 
aquaculture and agriculture will all have  
to adapt and innovate if they are to remain 
competitive, and I am encouraged by the 
commitment to best practice that I witness 
in each category of these Awards.”
Guest speaker at the launch, Kristie Paki Paki, 
led the application for OneFortyOne Kaituna 
Sawmill - winner of the Forestry category 
in 2020. Kristie is now Ngāti Kuia’s 
Environmental Planner, working closely with 
Te Hoiere Project and Council’s Smart and 
Connected Forestry Group. She shared her 
experience of entering the Awards and the 
positive spin-offs it brought. Her advice to 
new entrants is to share your vision.

“The Awards process is a great opportunity 
to meet like-minded people and share 
kōrero around best practice and ideas. 
Our win attracted a lot of attention and the 
positive affects both inside and outside the 
business was felt for a long time.”
There are seven Award categories - 
Community Innovation, Landscape and 
Habitat Enhancement, Farming, Forestry, 
Wine Industry, Marine and Business 
Innovation. Each entrant receives an 
independent judges’ report that highlights 
positives and suggests improvements, and 
winners receive prizes of $1,000-$3,000. 
Winners will be announced at the Awards 
dinner in April 2023.
Entries are now open online at  
www.cmea.org.nz and close  
30 September 2022. 

Environment Awards Trust Chair Jo Grigg,  
Elizabeth Bean from principal sponsor  
Cawthron Institute, and Mayor John Leggett

Coding and esports festival Blenheim bound
Calling the next generation of coders, 
professional gamers, and tech-savvy 
entrepreneurs - a new two-day festival  
is being hosted in Blenheim from the  
26-27 August this year and you won’t  
want to miss it. 
Brought to the region by the Marlborough 
Chamber of Commerce with funding and 
support from the Regional Events Fund and 
the Marlborough District Council, Empower 
Te Rangapikikōtuku is a coding and esports 
festival aimed at attracting young people 
across the Top of the South (and further 
afield) to learn more about technology, 
coding and gaming, and explore career 
pathways across the sector.
The free event has an action-packed 
schedule with inspiring guest speakers, 
specialist workshops, tech business 
exhibition and esports tournaments  
and is open to schools, parents, 

whānau and students to come along to 
explore the possibilities for further study  
and employment across a range of 
businesses and industries.
Registration is free, but bookings are 
essential. Visit www.empowernz.org  
for more information and to book.

Toilets take out top honours
Three new toilet facilities in Marlborough 
have won architectural awards.
Council’s rebuilt public conveniences at 
Seymour Square, Havelock and Anakiwa 
were recognised and awarded for their 
architectural design at the recent NZ 
Architecture Awards, Nelson Marlborough, 
run by Te Kāhui Whaihanga New Zealand 
Institute of Architects (NZIA).
Arthouse Architects designed all three.
Council’s Parks and Open Spaces Manager, 
Jane Tito, said the new facilities were a huge 
change from the previous ageing concrete 
blocks with basic amenities.
“The three public toilets recognised for their 
design and features are all unique, especially 
compared to what we had,” she said.
Many elements were taken into consideration 
in the redesign said Parks and Open  
Spaces Officer, Grahame Smail, who was 
instrumental in the construction of the new 
facilities and in securing funding through the 
Ministry of Business Innovation and 
Employment Tourism Infrastructure Fund.
“Mr Smail managed the projects and 
collaborated with the architects to achieve  
a quality outcome for the community,”  
Ms Tito said.
“Since 2019 we have completed major 
upgrades (almost rebuilds) on 11 toilets 
around the district. 

We have succeeded in securing funding to 
cover 50 per cent of these toilet upgrade 
costs through the Government’s Tourism 
Infrastructure Fund (TIF), with Council funding 
the remaining 50 per cent,” she said.
Councillor Jenny Andrews, the main  
driver behind the project, said the awards 
were a brilliant result for Council and  
everyone involved.
“The new, high quality facilities will be 
enjoyed by the community and visitors for  
a long time,” she said.
Public toilet facilities presented a complex 
brief with a small footprint, the award  
judges said.
“Taking into consideration elements of safety, 
natural light, ease of use, sustainability, 
wayfinding and community, the architects 
have upgraded three separate facilities in a 
way that is consistent yet unique in their 
individual response to each site's context and 
history,” their comments noted.
Renee Williamson from Arthouse Architects 
praised the Council for its foresight in 
engaging architects to be involved with  
the redesign.
“A massive thank you to MDC for seeing the 
value of design in these community facilities,” 
she said.

Seymour Square’s new toilets New toilets in Havelock

Commercial Events Fund - opening soon
Round 1 of Council’s 2022/2023 Commercial 
Events fund opens next Monday 15 August.
This fund was established to help create 
economic benefit to Marlborough by 
attracting new events and helping to build 
on existing ones. Council’s Commercial 
Events Fund sub-committee considers the 
applications and there is $130,000 per  
annum available for allocation.
To be eligible, commercial events must be 
held within the Marlborough District Council 
boundaries. Community events, conferences, 
conventions, trade shows and exhibitions are 
not eligible. 
Funding is granted on an annual basis but 
it does not mean that all funds must be 
distributed each year. 

Past applicants who have been unsuccessful 
may re-apply.
Key dates:
•  Applications open: 8.00 am,  

Monday 15 August 2022
•  Applications close: 5.00 pm,  

Monday 12 September 2022
•  Funding decision by: 5.00 pm,  

Friday 7 October 2022
Applications must be completed via Council’s 
website: www.marlborough.govt.nz/
recreation/events/commercial-events-fund
Any enquiries can be directed to Council’s 
Regional Events Advisor, Samantha Young, 
Ph: 03 520 7400 or email:  
events@marlborough.govt.nz

Groundwater ponding concerns
The record rainfall in Blenheim during 
July has resulted in the ground becoming 
saturated in many areas.
Over the past few weeks Council has 
received calls from concerned residents 
regarding water ponding and remaining in 
low lying areas. The groundwater is currently 
so high that water is not draining away. 

In some areas springs have also formed 
and these are discharging into low areas 
and filling them. In some instances this 
water can be pumped into streams and 
creeks but in situations where spring flows 
are occurring the flow out of the ground  
will continue until the groundwater levels 
have receded.
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