
The record rainfall in Blenheim during 
July has resulted in the ground becoming 
saturated in many areas.
Over the past few weeks Council has 
received calls from concerned residents 
regarding water ponding and remaining 
in low lying areas. The groundwater 
is currently so high that water is not 

draining away. In some areas springs have 
also formed and these are discharging 
into low areas and filling them. In some 
instances this water can be pumped 
into streams and creeks but in situations 
where spring flows are occurring the flow 
out of the ground will continue until the 
groundwater levels have receded.

Groundwater ponding concerns

Marlborough’s young emergency services 
volunteers have completed their 2022 
training course.
Graduates from the Youth in Emergency 
Services (YES) course were presented with 
their certificates at a recent ceremony 
attended by Mayor John Leggett.
The eight-week YES course is for 
young people aged 18 to 24 years 
with a passion to work alongside some 
of Marlborough’s great heroes. An 
initiative funded by the Ministry of 
Youth Development, YES is designed 
to strengthen the connection between 
young people and their community with 
hands-on engagement with emergency 
services workers.
At the ceremony, Mayor Leggett 
applauded the Marlborough Youth Trust 
and Marlborough’s emergency services 
for providing the training opportunity.
“It is a terrific concept,” he said. “You 

have shown our young people that they 
are an important part of our community 
and that they can make a contribution - 
that alone is a valuable way of teaching 
resilience and building self- esteem 
amongst teens.”
Those who complete the course are 
encouraged to go on to volunteer with 
one of the emergency services to further 
their learning.
Mayor Leggett said he hoped the 
training was the beginning of a life-long 
habit for course graduates. 
The programme involved young people 
training and working with groups 
including the New Zealand Police, St 
John, Coastguard, Fire and Emergency 
New Zealand, Marlborough Emergency 
Management, Surf Lifesaving and Search 
and Rescue.
Marlborough has run such courses since 
2016.
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With the local elections coming up on 
Saturday 8 October now is a good time 
to check whether you’re enrolled to vote. 
To enrol or update your details you’ll 
need to fill in an enrolment form. Go 
online at: www.vote.nz or phone 0800 36 
76 56 to ask for a form to be sent to you. 
To avoid a lengthy process later on, make 
sure you’re enrolled before the enrolment 
period closes on Friday 12 August.
Local elections are held by postal vote 
so you need to be enrolled at the right 
address to receive your voting papers in 
the mail.

Volunteers of the future

Final call for Council candidates 

Coding and esports festival Blenheim bound

If you’re thinking of standing for Council in 
this year’s local government elections now’s 
the time to do so before nominations close 
at midday on Friday 12 August 2022. To 
stand for Council, you must be:
• A New Zealand citizen
• Aged 18 years or older
• Enrolled on the electoral roll
Elected members can come from all 
backgrounds and walks of life. You don’t 
need any special qualifications to stand 
for Council. 
An effective elected member brings a 
broad range of skills to the role, such as:
• Decision-making and strategic thinking
• Communication and community 

engagement
• Relationship building and collaboration
How to get nominated:
• Complete a nomination form during 

the nomination period
• Get two people to nominate you. They 

must be aged 18 years or older and 
enrolled to vote in the area you wish 
to stand in

• Provide a deposit of $200. This may 
be refunded, depending on how many 
votes you receive

As a candidate, you need to:
• Find out what is important to your 

local community

• Familiarise yourself with Marlborough’s 
local government structure and the 
roles of elected members

The main reason people don’t vote is lack 
of knowledge about the candidates and 
their views. A successful campaign is one 
where local residents know the key issues 
you stand for within the community.
Useful tips for connecting with people 
and getting more votes:
• Get out into the community by door 

knocking, addressing public meetings 
and talking to members of the public

• Look for interview opportunities on 
radio, local newspapers, websites and 
magazines

• Advertise your views in newspapers or 
on billboards 

• Use social media channels
There are regulations around 
campaigning, including how much you 
can spend and how and when signage 
can be displayed. 
Further information is available in the 
2022 Candidate Handbook:  
www.marlborough.govt.nz/your-council/
elections/2022-council-election/
candidate-information-booklet
For more information, email the Council’s 
Electoral Officer at:  
election@marlborough.govt.nz

Calling the next generation of coders, 
professional gamers, and tech-savvy 
entrepreneurs - a new two-day festival 
is being hosted in Blenheim from the 
26-27 August this year and you won’t 
want to miss it. 
Brought to the region by the 
Marlborough Chamber of Commerce 
with funding and support from 
the Regional Events Fund and the 
Marlborough District Council, Empower 
Te Rangapikikotuku is a coding and 
esports festival aimed at attracting 
young people across the Top of the 
South (and further afield) to learn 
more about technology, coding and 
gaming, and explore career pathways 
across the sector. 
The free event has an action-packed 
schedule with inspiring guest speakers, 
specialist workshops, tech business 
exhibition and esports tournaments 
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and is open to schools, parents, 
whanau and students to come along 
to explore the possibilities for further 
study and employment across a range 
of businesses and industries.
Registration is free, but bookings are 
essential. Visit www.empowernz.org for 
more information and to book.

YES graduates with representatives from local emergency service groups and 
Mayor John Leggett


