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State of emergency declared in Marlborough

Antenno keeps you in the loop
After our wettest July ever and the 
recent rain event there have been many 
local road and sports ground closures, 
but anyone with Council’s mobile app 
Antenno would have been informed.
Antenno alerts you to water shutdowns, 
sports ground closures, sewer outages, 
local road closures and even changes to 
waste and recycling collections, without 
the need to search Council’s website or 
social media channels.
In today’s busy digital environment, 

it’s easy to miss out on important 
information that affects your household. 
Antenno puts all that information at your 
fingertips.
Free to install, Antenno is available on 
Apple and Android smartphones and no 
personal information or login details are 
required. You simply save the locations 
you want to be informed about, such as 
your home address, workplace or school.
When Council posts an update relevant 
to your chosen locations, you receive a 

notification.
While most posts are specific to your 
location, some notifications like sports 
ground closures are published district-
wide. This means no matter where a 
team is playing, they’ll have the relevant 
information.
During rainfall and flooding events, road 
closure information changes quickly. In 
these instances, Antenno updates link to 
information on Council’s website. These 
notifications are sent out district-wide to 

He kōrero nā te Kaunihera o Wairau
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ensure they reach as many people as 
quickly as possible.
To learn more about Antenno including 
how to download the app visit: www.
marlborough.govt.nz/services/apps

Last Friday Mayor John Leggett declared a 
state of local emergency for Marlborough 
after days of relentless rain.
Mayor Leggett said the declaration 
helps to ensure our emergency response 
teams have all the resources required to 
effectively support communities affected by 
the recent rain event.
Last Thursday night the Rai River had its 
biggest flood on record, estimated as a 
60-year event. Over 700mm of rainfall was
recorded at the Rai Falls between Monday
15 and Sunday 21 August. Tunakino Valley
saw more than 1000mm of rainfall during 
this period.
On Saturday 20 August the Wairau River 
measured a peak flow of 4250 cubic metres 
per second. This prompted the closure of 
State Highway 1 between Spring Creek and 
Koromiko for five hours from 2.00 pm until 
7.00 pm due to the risk of flooding at Para 
Swamp. On the same day the Branch River 
measured a peak flow of 910 cubic metres 
per second. This resulted in a significant 
Branch River bridge approach washout, as 
well as damage further west to the Wash 
Bridge approaches on State Highway 63. 
Marlborough Roads Manager, Steve Murrin, 
said State Highway 63 is affected at several 
places. “There is also massive damage
to State Highway 6 particularly over the 
Whangamoas and at Atawhai and Collins 
Valley so our big push will be to get State

Highway 63 open as soon as possible.” 
Mayor Leggett said access in and out 
of the Marlborough Sounds is also 
very fragile.
“Initial assessments indicate that the 
new damage to Kenepuru Road,  Queen 
Charlotte Drive, Croisilles Road going into 
Okiwi Bay, French Pass Road and Port 
Underwood Road could be worse than that 
in July last year,” Mayor Leggett said. Mayor 
Leggett extended his thanks to 
all the emergency services and agencies 
involved in the response to the 
weather event.
“A little more than a year on from our last 
significant flood, our emergency services 
and roading crews are being asked once 
again to front up for our region to do the 
mahi. And we thank them for this 
huge effort.”
“Let’s be clear. This event has been 
significant and the recovery ahead of us will 
be another long journey.” 
“It’s a bitter pill to swallow but we must 
accept it and get on with the job at hand, 
and we are. Many of our local roads, in 
particular the Marlborough Sounds, will 
likely be inaccessible or affected for some 
time to come. Rest assured we will be 
doing all we can to get our communities 
connected again as quickly as possible, 
but it is going to take time,” Mayor Leggett 
said.

Flooding at Ronga Road at the SH6 intersection on Thursday 18 August

Trees fall across Kenepuru Road, approximately 2km past the Mahau Road 
turnoff on Thursday 18 August

Anakiwa Road, 2.2km from start of the road on Thursday 18 August

State Highway 6 near Canvastown on Friday 19 August

The Branch River Bridge on Saturday 20 
August

Rai Valley on Saturday 20 August

The Lower Wairau Bridge on Saturday 20 
August

Te Hoiere-Pelorus Canvastown area on 
Saturday 20 August


