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The following meetings are open to the 
public and anyone is welcome to attend. 
Copies of the agendas will be available 
online and at Council’s office,  
15 Seymour Street. 
Environment Committee
Thursday 1 September at 9.00 am
Planning, Finance & Community Committee
Thursday 8 September at 9.00 am
The times and dates may be subject to 
change, please contact the Committee 
Secretary, Ph: 03 520 7400 for confirmation.
Please note the Blenheim Customer  
Service Centre is closed on Wednesdays 
from 12.30 pm to 1.30 pm.

Marlborough Events follow-me.co.nz

Awatere and Dashwood rural boil water notice
Water from Council’s reticulation network to the Awatere and Dashwood rural areas should 
be boiled. 
It does not currently meet the NZ Drinking Water Standards and may contain bacteria or 
protozoa that are harmful to human health. All water used for drinking, food preparation or 
cleaning teeth should be boiled before use.
Treated water is available at the public taps on Marama Road, outside Seddon School.  
For further information contact Council on Ph: 03 520 7400.

Empower Te Rangapikikōtuku 
Coding & Esports Festival
Have you registered yet? This free, 2-day 
festival for youth has an action-packed 
schedule of inspirational guest speakers, 
specialist workshops, unique exhibitions 
and the opportunity to engage in  
eSports tournaments.
Fri 26 - Sat 27 Aug
ASB Theatre Marlborough &  
Marlborough Events Centre, Blenheim

Repair Cafe
Blenheim community initiative. Head 
along for some assistance from 
volunteer experts who will offer free 
small repairs - sewing, bikes, toys, small 
furniture, electronics and more.
Sat 27 Aug; 9.00 am - 12.00 pm
Crossroads Café,  
Redwood Street, Blenheim

ROADING

A number of local roads 
around the region remain closed 
following the recent rain event. 
For a full list of closures visit: 
marlborough.govt.nz/services/alerts

UPDATE

State of emergency declared in Marlborough
Last Friday Mayor John Leggett declared a 
state of local emergency for Marlborough 
after days of relentless rain.
Mayor Leggett said the declaration helps 
to ensure our emergency response teams 
have all the resources required to effectively 
support communities affected by the recent 
rain event.
Last Thursday night the Rai River had its 
biggest flood on record, estimated as a 
60-year event. Over 700mm of rainfall was 
recorded at the Rai Falls between Monday 15 
and Sunday 21 August. Tunakino Valley saw 
more than 1,000mm of rainfall during  
this period.  
On Saturday 20 August the Wairau River 
measured a peak flow of 4,250 cubic metres 
per second. This prompted the closure of 
State Highway 1 between Spring Creek and 
Koromiko for five hours from 2.00 pm until 
7.00 pm due to the risk of flooding at Para 
Swamp. On the same day the Branch River 
measured a peak flow of 910 cubic metres 
per second. This resulted in a significant 
Branch River bridge approach washout, as 
well as damage further West to the Wash 
Bridge approaches on State Highway 63.
Marlborough Roads Manager, Steve Murrin, 
said State Highway 63 is affected at several 
places. “There is also massive damage 
to State Highway 6 particularly over the 

Whangamoas and at Atawhai and Collins 
Valley so our big push will be to get State 
Highway 63 open as soon as possible.”
Mayor Leggett said access in and out of the 
Marlborough Sounds is also very fragile.
“Initial assessments indicate that the new 
damage to Kenepuru Road, Queen Charlotte 
Drive, Croisilles Road going into Okiwi Bay, 
French Pass Road and Port Underwood Road 
could be worse than that in July last year,” 
Mayor Leggett said.
Mayor Leggett extended his thanks to all the 
emergency services and agencies involved in 
the response to the weather event.
“A little more than a year on from our last 
significant flood, our emergency services and 
roading crews are being asked once again to 
front up for our region to do the mahi. And we 
thank them for this huge effort.”
“Let’s be clear. This event has been 
significant and the recovery ahead of us will 
be another long journey.” 
“It’s a bitter pill to swallow but we must 
accept it and get on with the job at hand, 
and we are. Many of our local roads, in 
particular the Marlborough Sounds, will likely 
be inaccessible or affected for some time to 
come. Rest assured we will be doing all we 
can to get our communities connected again 
as quickly as possible, but it is going to take 
time,” Mayor Leggett said.

Te Hoiere-Pelorus Canvastown area on Saturday 
20 August

Rai Valley on Saturday 20 August

The Lower Wairau Bridge on Saturday 20 August
The Branch River Bridge on Saturday 20 August

State Highway 6 near Canvastown on Friday 19 
August

Anakiwa Road, 2.2km from start of the road on 
Thursday 18 August

Trees fall across Kenepuru Road, approximately 
2km past the Mahau Road turnoff on Thursday 
18 August

Flooding at Ronga Road at the SH6 intersection 
on Thursday 18 August

Emergency Management Minister visits Marlborough

Rāhui in place across entire northern coastline of Te Tauihu o 
Te Waka-a-Māui
Te Tauihu iwi have placed a rāhui across the entire northern coastline of Te Tauihu o Te 
Waka-a-Māui, as floodwaters continue to pose significant disruptions across the rohe.
The rāhui took effect at noon on Saturday 20 August and covers the area from Te Parinui o 
Whiti (the White Bluffs) in the east, west to Kahurangi Point, including Aorere and Tai Tapu. It 
covers all coastlines, river mouths, and floodwaters, and prevents the gathering of seafood 
and kai in these areas as well as swimming and entering the water. 
The rāhui was implemented by the Iwi Emergency Management Rōpū, which works as part 
of the Nelson/Tasman Emergency Operations Centre (EOC), with the support of the eight 
mana whenua iwi of Te Tauihu. The rāhui will remain in place as long as te Taiao dictated.

Antenno keeps you in the loop
After our wettest July ever and the 
recent rain event there have been many 
local road and sports ground closures, 
but anyone with Council’s mobile app 
Antenno would have been informed.
Antenno alerts you to water shutdowns, 
sports ground closures, sewer outages, 
local road closures and even changes to 
waste and recycling collections, without 
the need to search Council’s website or 
social media channels.
In today’s busy digital environment, it’s 
easy to miss out on important information 
that affects your household. Antenno 
puts all that information at your fingertips.
Free to install, Antenno is available on 
Apple and Android smartphones and no 
personal information or login details are 
required. You simply save the locations 
you want to be informed about, such as 
your home address, workplace or school.
When Council posts an update relevant  
to your chosen locations, you receive  
a notification.

While most posts are specific to  
your location, some notifications like 
sports ground closures are published 
district-wide. This means no matter  
where a team is playing, they’ll have the 
relevant information.
During rainfall and flooding events, road 
closure information changes quickly. In 
these instances, Antenno updates link to 
information on Council’s website. These 
notifications are sent out district-wide 
to ensure they reach as many people as 
quickly as possible.
To learn more about Antenno including 
how to download the app visit:  
www.marlborough.govt.nz/services/apps

Barge service subsidy for Marlborough Sounds’ residents

Drinking water advice
The Public Health Service recommends people on their own water supply, who are affected 
by flooding, to boil their water. Flood water can contain bugs that can make people sick.
For further information about treating drinking water visit: www.healthed.govt.nz/resource/
water-collection-tanks-and-safe-household-water or www.esr.cri.nz/assets/WATER-
CONTENT/ESR0940-Household-water-supply.pdf

Proposed temporary road closure - 9 October 2022 -  
Annual Reserve Road Hill Climb
On Sunday 9 October 2022 the gravel section (0.4km - 3.2km) of Reserve Road is to 
be closed to ordinary vehicle traffic between 7.30 am and 5.00 pm for the purposes of 
the Marlborough Car Club Hill Climb. 
During the proposed period of closure, ordinary vehicle traffic may use the road being 
closed between events under the supervision and authority of an Officer of the New 
Zealand Police (Traffic Safety Branch).
It will be an offence under the above regulations for any person other than under the 
authority of an authorised permit to use the road for ordinary vehicle traffic during the 
period of closure.
This notice is given pursuant to the Transport (Vehicular Traffic Road Closure) 
Regulations 1965.
Anyone wishing to object to the proposal can lodge their objection and grounds 
thereof in writing before Thursday 8 September 2022, at the Marlborough Roads 
office, The Forum, Market Street, Blenheim, PO Box 1031, Blenheim, 7240.
Any enquiries should be addressed to Dean Hawkey, Marlborough Roads,  
Ph: 021 923 536.

Ceilidh Marlborough 2022
Blenheim & Districts Highland Pipe  
Band invite you to join them for a special 
fun-filled evening of dancing, good  
music and great company. Family 
friendly event suitable for young and old, 
everyone is welcome.
Sat 27 Aug; 6.30 pm - 11.30 pm
Renwick Community Memorial Hall, 
27 High Street, Renwick

Mayoral Relief Fund to assist regional rain recovery
Marlborough Mayor John Leggett has established a Mayoral Relief Fund to assist the 
region in its recovery effort following the recent weather event.
In announcing the fund, Mayor Leggett thanked Emergency Management Minister, 
Hon. Kieran McAnulty for the central government contribution and for taking the time 
to visit Marlborough to see the extent of the flood damage to our communities. 
People wishing to donate to this fund can do so online via online banking. Simply add 
the Marlborough District Council’s account number: 02-0600-0202861-00 and include 
‘Mayoral Fund’ as a reference.
Alternatively, people can make payments to the fund at Council reception in Blenheim.
Mayor Leggett said the damage caused by the weather event is devastating. “There 
is a lot of work to do to assess the damage not only to the roading network but also to 
people’s houses and baches.” 
“We will continue our work with the emergency team and the many Marlborough-
based agencies, organisations and iwi over the coming days, weeks and months 
ahead, to get our region back up and running as soon as possible,” he said.
The fund will be primarily available to Marlborough District Council area residents who 
have suffered personal financial or emotional hardship because of the August 2022 
Marlborough rain event. 
For any Mayoral Relief Fund enquiries, please contact  
floodrelief.applications@marlborough.govt.nz
Detailed information on criteria and eligibility will be provided in due course. 

Council will underwrite barge services into the Kenepuru and Queen Charlotte Sounds 
and from French Pass to d’Urville Island, to assist residents impacted by the recent 
rain event.
Marlborough Mayor, John Leggett, says it will be some time before road access in 
affected areas is restored so subsidising this service is one way to help those who are 
currently cut off.
The subsidy will run in partnership with Johnson's Barge Service Ltd in Havelock, 
Kenny Barging in Picton and d’Urville Crossings at French Pass. 
“Locals and businesses are encouraged to work together with available transport 
services to make the trips as efficient and economic as possible,” Mayor Leggett said.
For further information visit the Johnson’s Barge Service Ltd Facebook page:  
www.facebook.com/johnsonsbargeserviceltd, the Kenny Barging Picton Facebook 
page https://www.facebook.com/kennybarging or the d’Urville Crossings website:  
https://durvillecrossings.co.nz/

Emergency Management Minister, Hon Kieran McAnulty, visited Marlborough on 
Monday to see first-hand the damage that’s occurred as a result of the recent  
rain event.
During his visit the Minister met with Mayor Leggett; Council Chief Executive Officer, 
Mark Wheeler; Marlborough Roads Manager, Steve Murrin; and, Emergency Response 
Controller Richard McNamara to discuss the response effort and the plan to move into 
the recovery phase.
The Minister was then taken on a helicopter tour of the region’s worst affected areas, 
flying over Havelock, Canvastown, Rai Valley and Okiwi Bay before looping back over 
the Pelorus Sound and Kenepuru Sound.
The Minister commented on the widespread damage and the impact of this event 
across a wide geographical area which makes the recovery difficult.
“This past week has been really tough on the top of the South Island, with a long and 
challenging recovery ahead,” Minister McAnulty said.

Emergency Management Minister, Kieran McAnulty (left), visited Marlborough on Monday to meet with 
Marlborough Mayor John Leggett and see first-hand the damage that’s occurred as a result of the 
recent rain event
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