
and you will hear from representatives of 
Port Marlborough, Marlborough District 
Council, Destination Marlborough and the 
New Zealand Cruise Association with a 
facilitated Q&A session.
If you have any questions or concerns 
regarding the return of cruise, we 
encourage you to attend this public 
meeting. 
Where: Picton Yacht Club Hotel Conference 
room, Waikawa Road, Picton
When: 3.00 pm - 4.30 pm, 
Tuesday 6 September

Public cruise meeting
Each year Picton hosts a public session to 
provide an update on what the region is 
doing to prepare for the upcoming cruise 
ship season. The next meeting is scheduled 
for Tuesday 6 September at 3.00 pm. 
It has been over two years since the last 
cruise arrival in Picton and changes 
have been made within the industry since the 
last port visit. This update is ideal for any 
business or members of the public who 
would like to understand more about the 
cruise sector. 
Preparing for cruise visits is a team effort 

Marlborough District Council, with 
funding support, will subsidise water 
taxi services for residents, workers and 
visitors to areas in the Marlborough 
Sounds that were previously accessible 
by road. 
Port Marlborough has also announced 
that they will assist the community 
with free car parking and free two-
hour visitor berthing in the Havelock 
and Picton Marinas until the end 
of September.
Recovery Manager, Dean Heiford, said 
he was pleased to be able to extend 
the subsidy to help the areas affected. 
There is a possibility the services 
could be expanded once more of an 
understanding of the resources available 
and demands are known.
“The subsidy is $25 per passenger per 
trip for scheduled and pre-booked 
services. Bookings can be made directly 
with water taxi service providers and 
also through the Marlborough i-SITE, 

which is open 7 days, or by calling 
0800 777 181, or by visiting their 
website: https://marlboroughnz.com/
AugustWeatherTransport/,” Mr Heiford 
said.
In addition to the per passenger subsidy, 
Marlborough District Council will also 
subsidise 50 per cent of each grocery 
and essential supplies delivery cost to 
those residents who can no longer travel 
by road. 
“We will continually review the demand 
and services in order to meet the needs 
of the community as best as we can,” Mr 
Heiford said. 
“I encourage residents to coordinate 
travel times, if possible, to make water 
taxi trips as efficient as possible. Please 
be mindful there will be some niggles 
as we introduce these services, so bear 
with us as our teams do their best to 
assist our communities,” he said.
The water taxi subsidy is separate to the 
barge service subsidy.
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Subsidy for Sounds’ water taxis established

Marlborough moves into recovery

Meet the candidates

While life has returned to normal for 
many in the Marlborough region, 
for those communities still isolated, or 
for property owners left dealing with 
the severe damage, there is still a long 
haul ahead.
The State of Emergency declaration 
lifted at 4.30pm on Friday 26 August 
to coincide with the transition to 
recovery stage.
In signing the recovery transition 
notice Marlborough Mayor John 
Leggett said it was a crucial step as 
the region begins to recover.
“It has been a big couple of weeks 
for Marlborough in terms of the 
response to the recent weather event. 
I want to acknowledge everyone who 
has been involved,” Mayor Leggett 
said.
“The recovery is going to be a long 
haul. It will be complex, and it will 
require input from several key agencies 

at a local and national level. We know 
many of our local roads, particularly 
in the Marlborough Sounds, will be 
inaccessible or affected for some time 
to come.”
“Rest assured we will do all we can to 
get our communities connected again 
as quickly as possible, but it is going 
to take time. And there will need to 
be some big decisions made about 
roading in our region on this journey,” 
Mayor Leggett said. 
Recovery Manager, Dean Heiford, says 
this will likely be the biggest recovery 
ever faced in the region.
“Recovery agencies will continue to 
work to assess, repair and clear local 
roads to enable access in and out of 
affected communities. This will take 
some time as access challenges remain 
in parts of the region, particularly in 
the Marlborough Sounds,” Mr Heiford 
said.

With local body elections approaching, 
it’s time to meet the candidates so 
you can make an informed decision on 
who to vote for.
A number of community groups are 
holding “meet the candidate” sessions 
in the lead up to the elections.  
Greypower held several meetings 
last week. Upcoming meetings are as 
follows:
• Thursday 8 September

7.00 pm
Rapaura Hall
Hosted by Federated Farmers

• Tuesday 13 September
7.00 pm
Awatere Memorial Hall

Hosted by Awatere Valley 
Community Trust 

• Wednesday 14 September
6.30 pm
Port Marlborough Pavilion,
Endeavour Park, Picton
Hosted by the Pavilion Committee

• Thursday 15 September
7.15 pm
Renwick Community Hall
Hosted by Renwick Smart +
Connected

Voting for local body elections runs 
from 16 September until 8 October.  
For more information visit:  
www.marlborough.govt.nz/your-
council/elections/2022-council-election

He kōrero nā te Kaunihera o Wairau

Your local news from the  
Marlborough District Council

Mayoral Relief Fund
Marlborough Mayor John Leggett has 
established a Mayoral Relief Fund to 
assist the region in its recovery effort 
following the recent weather event. 
The fund will be primarily available 
to Marlborough District Council area 
residents who have suffered personal 
financial or emotional hardship because 
of the August 2022 Marlborough 
rain event. 
People wishing to donate to this fund 
can do so via online banking. Simply 
add the Marlborough District Council’s 
account number: 02-0600-0202861-00 
and include ‘Mayoral Fund’ as a 
reference.

Recovery Manager, Dean Heiford, talks to Emergency Management Minister, 
Hon Kieran McAnulty about the region's move into the recovery phase

The Mayoral Relief Fund has been 
approved as a donee organisation, 
meaning donations are tax deductible. 
Please contact: floodrelief.applications@ 
marlborough.govt.nz for further 
information about the fund.


