
Are you part of a non-for-profit arts 
group with a project benefitting 
Marlborough that needs a funding push?
The Creative Communities NZ Scheme, 
which awards local arts funding to 
support art and cultural activities, is now 
open.
Council’s Community Partnerships 
Advisor, Jodie Griffiths, encourages 
individual and groups, especially those 
who haven’t previously applied, to apply.
“We’d love to see some new people 
coming forward,” she said.
The Creative Communities NZ scheme 
is aimed at creating and presenting 
diverse opportunities for accessing and 
participation in the arts in Marlborough.

“It’s for people passionate about 
increasing the arts profile in 
Marlborough,” Ms Griffiths said.
Projects could include workshops, 
performances or classes and cover all age 
groups.
Applications for the first round of funding 
are open until 19 September 2022.  For 
more information or to apply visit: www.
marlborough.govt.nz/our-community/
grants-and-awards/marlborough-creative-
communities-scheme
For further information about the Creative 
Communities NZ Scheme please contact 
Jodie Griffiths, Community Partnerships 
Advisor on Ph: 03 520 7400 or email: 
Jodie.griffiths@marlborough.govt.nz

Calling all arty folk

If you’ve recently collected your new 
refuse bags you might have noticed a 
slight difference.
This is because Council’s refuse bag 
supplier has changed this year. While 
the bags are the same specification and 
standard as previous years, they are 
made from a percentage of recycled 
soft plastics. The bags therefore feel 
slightly different to the previous version 
and have a more matte finish to their 
appearance. 
There has been some feedback that the 
rolls only contained 50 bags instead of 
52. Council has batch sampled the rolls 
and found that they do contain 52 bags 
as expected. However, Council did note 
that the last two or three bags are very 
tightly wound giving the impression of 
only being a single bag. If you have any 
issues with the bag count please return 
your roll to Council for exchange. 
Residents in Picton and Blenheim 
receive a voucher for 52 refuse bags 
each year. Vouchers can be surrendered 
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Like all local authority Chief Executives, 
Marlborough District Council’s Chief 
Executive is required to produce a pre-
election report.
The 2022 Pre-Election Report provides 
information to voters and candidates, 
to encourage well-informed discussion 
on the issues facing Council in the lead 
up to the October 2022 local body 
elections.
Marlborough District Council Chief 
Executive, Mark Wheeler, said over 
the past three years the Council has 
responded and worked hard through the 
global Covid-19 pandemic in what has 
been a very challenging time.
“While the outlook for Marlborough 
over the next three years is exciting, 
challenges remain and there are 
some significant government reforms 
underway that will shape our region in 
future,” Mr Wheeler said. 
“The biggest is the Three Waters 
Reform which will see Marlborough’s 
wastewater, stormwater and drinking 
water infrastructure managed by a 
separate entity should it proceed. There 
will also be some big changes to the 
resource management system, which 
will likely change the way the regions 
environmental planning framework is 
developed and decisions are made. The 
Future for Local Government  review 
will also require the new Council’s 
consideration,” he said.
“In addition to reforms, post-Covid 
inflationary pressures, staff recruitment 
and retention challenges and climate 
change effects will add to the 
complexity.”
“However, there are exciting projects to 
implement including the funding of Port 
Marlborough Limited’s investment in 
infrastructure to accommodate two new 
large Interislander Ferries. Council will 
also support the Ministry of Education’s 
new Combined Colleges Project (Te 
Tatoru o Wairau) through possible 
assistance with sports facility relocation, 
and our infrastructure and regulatory 
responses.”
“The imminent completion of Blenheim’s 

Annual issue of kerbside refuse bags

Record rainfall in July leaves lasting impact
Blenheim has broken two new weather 
records during July but not those we 
were necessarily aiming for. 
Not only did the downpours result 
in the highest July rainfall total on 
record for Blenheim with 220.6mm 
recorded, last month’s rainfall was also 
the highest total for any month since 
records began back in 1930.  
The previous highest July total for 
Blenheim was 174.1mm, recorded in 
July 1998. The previous highest rainfall 
month was in September 1943, when 
191.5mm was recorded. 
July 2022 is the first time Blenheim’s 
monthly rainfall has topped 200mm.
All of this rain has affected State 
Highway 1 as well as our local roads 
with slips, surface flooding and road 
closures causing traffic disruptions and 
delays.

Waka Kotahi Top of the South Systems 
Manager, Andrew James, said the 
record amount of rain received in such 
a short period of time means many 
roads have been damaged and will 
take some time to repair.
“Our crews are working hard across the 
region to restore access to currently 
closed roads as soon as possible. While 
roads are being cleared, we ask drivers 
to please adhere to signage to keep 
themselves and our workers safe,” Mr 
James said. 
Clean-up works on State Highway 1, 
south of Blenheim, will be ongoing 
for the next few weeks. Other areas 
that will require repair work include 
Queen Charlotte Drive, Kenepuru Road, 
Waihopai Valley Road, Port Underwood 
Road, Northbank Road and the 
Awatere Valley Road.
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The new bag (left) has a more matte 
finish and feels slightly different to 
the previous version

at participating outlets as normal. 
Residents receiving the kerbside service 
pay for this via a targeted rate. 

new Library and Art Gallery in 2023 
will provide a wonderful facility for our 
community to enjoy. The next Council 
will need to consider the levels of 
services and corresponding budgets to 
be provided,” Mr Wheeler said.
“Council continues to take steps to 
improve our working relationships 
with iwi and this will remain a priority. 
The recent engagement of a Kaihautu 
(Manager Maori Partnerships), together 
with a new Maori Ward Councillor, will 
enable Council to build on positive 
relationships and deal with future 
challenges for both Maori and the wider 
community,” he said.
“Our balance sheet is strong, as 
evidenced by our Standard and Poors 
AA+ (negative credit watch) rating. That 
provides Council with a solid financial 
base.”
You can view a copy of the Marlborough 
District Council 2022 Pre-Election Report 
at: www.marlborough.govt.nz/your-
council/elections/2022-council-election

State Highway 1 on Tuesday 26 July

Blenheim’s Taylor River 
on the afternoon of 
Sunday 31 July

Trees block Port underwood Road on 
Sunday 31 July

The slip at Cowshed Bay on 
Kenepuru Road after the rain on 
Tuesday 12 July
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The slip at Cowshed Bay on 
Kenepuru Road after the rain on 
Tuesday 12 July


