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Although the boil water notice has been lifted for Seddon township, the Awatere and  
Dashwood rural areas are still subject to a boil water notice.
Water from the Council’s reticulation network providing water to the Awatere and Dashwood  
rural areas should be boiled. It does not currently meet the NZ Drinking Water Standard  
and may contain bacteria or protozoa that are harmful to human health. All water used for 
drinking, food preparation or cleaning teeth should be boiled before use.
Treated water is available at the public taps on Marama Road, outside Seddon School.
For further information contact the Council on Ph: 03 520 7400.

Awatere and Dashwood rural boil water notice 

Sounds of Christmas

The ABBA Show
There’s still time to secure your seats for 
tonight’s full-scale tribute concert featuring 
more than two hours of fun, music, great 
costumes and all the dancing an ABBA fan 
can handle.
Thu 10 December, 8:00 pm - 10:30 pm 
ASB Theatre Marlborough

The following meeting is open to the public 
and anyone can attend. The agenda will 
be available online and from the Council’s 
office at 15 Seymour Street, Blenheim.
Council
Thursday 10 December at 9.00 am

Times and dates may be subject to change.
Please contact the Committee Secretary, 
Ph: 03 520 7400 for confirmation. 
For further information visit:  
https://www.marlborough.govt.nz/your-
council/meetings

Time ticking for Victoria Domain submissions
Whatungarongaro te tāngata, toitū te 
whenua - people will pass away, but the 
land remains forever is the philosophy 
underpinning a review of Picton’s Victoria 
Domain. 
The public have until mid-January to 
comment on the draft reserve management 
plan for this popular recreation area 
between Picton Harbour and Waikawa Bay.
“Submissions close on 15 January 2021 
and to date only a handful have been 
received,” said Councillor Nadine Taylor. 
“We recognise this is a highly valued area to 
a wide range of users. I encourage people 
to share their views. This is your chance to 
have your say as to how Victoria Domain 
should be managed.”
This is phase two of the review process 
which began in late 2017 through meetings 
with a wide range of user groups. The 
Council also partnered with Te Ātiawa o Te 

Waka-a-Māui Trust in preparing the new plan 
given its importance for the local iwi.
“The meetings gave us an understanding 
of the way Victoria Domain is used, how 
different groups valued the space and 
what their future aspirations were for the 
area,” said Council Parks and Open Spaces 
Planner Linda Craighead. 
“We are very keen to know whether the draft 
management plan has provided adequately 
for these various perspectives.”
The more well-known parts of the reserve 
include Victoria Domain itself, Endeavour 
Park, Shelly Beach, Bobs Bay and Memorial 
Park but the whole area is approximately 
222 hectares. 
To read the Draft Victoria Domain Reserve 
Management Plan:  
https://bit.ly/3ll6SG3
You can make a submission here:  
https://bit.ly/2Jo5kxJ

Sub-committee chews over submissions
Marlborough’s dog owners are passionate, 
well-informed and value our region’s parks  
and open spaces to enjoy time with their 
four-legged companions.
That was clear during public hearings 
last week on the Council’s proposed Dog 
Control Policy and Bylaw. The policy and 
bylaw is being reviewed in accordance 
with the Dog Control Act 1996 and Local 
Government Act 2002.
Councillor Jamie Arbuckle, who chairs the 
Animal Control Sub-committee, said there 
was a need to provide clearer guidance on 
where dogs can be on and off their leash 
around Marlborough.
“It was evident from the public submission 
process that our dog owners are well 
informed. They are also passionate about 
their pets and they value Marlborough’s 
parks and open spaces as a place to enjoy 
with their animals. We understand the 
need to provide for this, in balance with 
other users, and in keeping with Council’s 
statutory responsibilities,” he said. 

The proposed policy and bylaw review 
received 679 submissions and also a 
petition signed by 699 people opposing 
dogs being on leash along the Taylor River 
Reserve.
“The hearings gave an opportunity for 
submitters to highlight and explain the 
issues raised in their written submissions 
and for the Committee to make enquires 
to understand their position,” said Council 
Animal Control Manager, Jane Robertson.
The Hearing Committee, consisting of Chair 
Clr Arbuckle and councillors’ Nadine Taylor, 
Thelma Sowman and Barbara Faulls, also 
did some site visits prior to the hearings.
“The Committee will now consider all 
the written submissions alongside the 
additional comments heard during the 
hearings. Some additional site visits will also 
take place early next year,” said Jane.
Recommendations in the form of a final 
draft policy and bylaw will be presented 
for adoption to the Council’s Environment 
Committee in early 2021, before it is ratified 
by the full Council.

Seddon community pumped to finish track
Two years of planning, fundraising and effort has culminated in the opening of the Seddon 
Pump Track. 
The Seddon Youth Group gave momentum to the project in 2018 when they applied to the 
Council’s Long Term Plan. Council gave $16,000 to assist with the track’s creation and the 
Seddon Youth Group contributed a further $10,000 through fundraising efforts.
North Island’s TrailPro Trail Construction worked with Marlborough’s Crafar Crouch 
Construction to install the track. Marlborough Turf Professionals and Simcox Construction 
also contributed.
Around 60 people, including 25 children, attended the opening. Marlborough’s multiple 
mountain bike national title holder Justin Leov led the inaugural ride round the track.
The Seddon School kapa haka group performed and councillors Cynthia Brooks and 
Michael Fitzpatrick were also on hand to celebrate the milestone with the local community.

Blenheim Christmas Festival & 
Pavlova Eating Competition
Marlborough 4 Fun brings you a night of 
Christmas festivities with live music, snow, 
kids’ entertainment, face painting, bouncy 
castles and much more - including the 2nd 
Annual Pavlova Eating Competition.
Fri 11 December, 5:00 pm - 8:00 pm 
Blenheim CBD

Calligraphy for Kids - Holiday 
Cards & Crafts
A great chance for 8 to 18 year olds to learn 
calligraphy and create festive holiday crafts 
and cards for friends and family. Limited 
numbers - bookings essential.
Sat 12 December, 11:00 am & 2:00 pm 
Marlborough Museum

Shopping for Marlborough this Christmas
Marlborough Mayor John Leggett walks the 
talk when it comes to shopping local.
“I have always been a strong supporter of 
local business and buy local whenever I 
have the opportunity,” he said.
With many Marlborough businesses in the 
midst of, or emerging from, tough financial 
times due to COVID-19, his advice is simple  
- if you can buy local, please do.
“Marlborough businesses are run by our 
friends, our families and our neighbours. 
When you shop local this Christmas you are 
not only giving a gift to a loved one, you are 
also giving our business community a gift  
of support,” he said.

Bus service changes announced
The Picton to Blenheim trial bus service has been extended and the Blenheim East 
commuter service cut in changes announced recently.
Operating on Tuesdays and Thursdays between 9:00 am and 2:00 pm, the Picton to 
Blenheim service has proven popular with an average usage of 240 passengers per month.
It was introduced in August 2019 and was due to come to an end in February 2021, but will 
now be extended to June 2021.
There is a change in where the bus stops - it will now stop at the Picton i-SITE but not at 
Grovetown and Tuamarina because of low patronage there.
Due to low use, the Blenheim East commuter bus service has now been suspended. 
The trial service was introduced in February and was impacted by the lockdown forced  
by COVID-19.
The Council’s other trial bus services - Renwick to Blenheim return and the Blenheim West 
commuter service - will continue to operate under the trial period until June 2021.
To view the bus timetables visit:  
https://www.marlborough.govt.nz/services/blenheim-bus-services

Green waste system changes
To reduce queuing at the weighbridge, 
Blenheim’s green waste acceptance facility 
has reverted to charging for all green waste 
by volume, not weight.
“As we go in to summer the green waste 
facility gets very busy and the weighbridge 
system was slowing down our ability to 
process everyone’s green waste quickly 

enough,” said Council’s Solid Waste 
Manager, Alec McNeil.
Users should now enter the green waste site 
via Wither Road. The new gate fee is $15  
per m³ for general green waste and $46.20 
per m³ for grass clippings. 
Please be patient with the attendants as 
they work through these changes.

2020 Revaluation Marlborough
All properties in the Marlborough rating area have been revalued by Quotable Value on behalf of 
the Marlborough District Council.  
The district valuation roll is available for inspection online at:  
https://www.marlborough.govt.nz/services/rates/rateable-valuations
Alternatively, there are public computers at the Council office in Blenheim, the Picton Library and 
Service Centre, and Marlborough District Library in Blenheim.
If you wish to object to your valuation you can do so in writing. Details of how to do this and the 
date objections close will be included with your valuation notice.  
Mark Wheeler  
Chief Executive
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Mayor John Leggett and Mayoress Anne 
Best are shopping local this Christmas

Victoria Domain is one of Picton’s most popular recreation areas

The Council’s ‘robust financial management 
and relatively low debt’ has contributed to 
it retaining its “AA Positive” long term credit 
rating by rating agency S&P Global.
The S&P Global assessment takes into 
account the financial position of the Council 
Group, which includes MDC Holdings Ltd, Port 
Marlborough NZ Ltd and Marlborough Airport 
Ltd.
S&P Global said: “The COVID-19 economic 
shock has had only a minor effect on 
Marlborough’s finances, though we expect 
elevated capital spending to lead to modest 
after-capital-account deficits during the next 
few years.”   
“The Council has plans to ramp up its 
infrastructure spending, with a large volume 
of projects having recently gone to tender or 
contract.”  

S&P Global noted the Council’s debt burden 
will remain low relative to its peers.
“Marlborough’s fiscal processes are credible 
and well established. The Council’s treasury 
management polices set prudent limits on 
external borrowing and interest rate risk, and 
all borrowing is in local currency.”
Mayor John Leggett welcomed the update.
“S&P Global has again recognised our strong 
financial management and governance, good 
fiscal processes and moderate debt levels.”
“While the Council continues to invest in 
water, sewerage, transport and community 
infrastructure to support Marlborough’s 
growth, residents and ratepayers can have 
confidence that the Council’s books are in 
great shape,” he said.

Council retains AA Positive rating

Seddon children test their skills on the new Seddon Pump Track

The annual aerial spraying programme targeting woody weeds is underway until  
23 December. 
All work will be carried out in accordance with the Agrichemical Users Code of Practice  
NZS 8409:2004.
Access to some high use areas may be temporarily restricted while the work is being carried 
out to ensure the health and safety of park users.
For further information please contact David Aires at Council on Ph: 03 520 7400.

Aerial spraying in Wither Hills Farm Park

Businesses, remember to have your say
Are you a local business owner? Make sure you complete the Council’s region-wide 
business survey.
The Housing and Business Development Capacity Assessment will be used to inform the 
Council’s planning and includes all business types, covering both floor space and land area 
requirements. 
Responses need to be in by Friday 18 December. It takes about 10 minutes to complete and 
is completely confidential. 
You can access it at: https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/UrbanDevlop

Sounds of Christmas
Gather with friends, family and Whānau to 
enjoy carols sung by local groups. Come 
along and join in the Christmas cheer.
Sat 12 December, 5:00 pm - 7:00 pm
Port Marlborough Pavilion, 
Endeavour Park, Picton

Last call for feedback on Middle Renwick Road cycle lanes
Marlborough District Council and Marlborough Roads are considering extending cycle lanes 
along Middle Renwick Road between Blenheim’s Westwood Business Park and Murphys 
Road/Battys Road.
The proposed upgrade would provide painted cycle lanes for cyclists, with a painted buffer 
between the cycle lane and traffic lane. The proposed extension would provide a safe and 
convenient route for cyclists, and add to the overall urban cycle network.
Public consultation closes at 5.00 pm on Monday 14 December. People are encouraged to 
view the designs and submit their feedback.
•  Call into the Council office at 15 Seymour Street or the Blenheim Library
•  Go to the project page at: https://bit.ly/MRRCycleLanes
The Council’s Sustainable Transport Manager Braden Prideaux said so far 15 submissions 
had been received.
“I’d like to thank those who have shared their views with us already, but I’d encourage 
anyone who lives or works locally or who travels by bike in the Springlands area to have  
their say.”

Ritchies Transport Blenheim bus driver Joanne Clark, who regularly drives the Picton to 
Blenheim route, celebrates the extension of the popular service until June next year
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