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East Coast vehicle bylaw progress

From the Mayor
Kiarom
ora koutou.
I’d likeMayor
to wish all
the
Marlborough residents and visitors to our

province a peaceful and happy holiday. It’s
aMarlborough
special time residents
for relaxing
family
andwith
visitors
to and
our
friends, heading to the beach or out to the
Sounds. Some people will continue working
through – I thank you for doing that while
the rest of us get some time off.
Looking back on the last 12 months is
an eye opener - it’s been a year like no
other in our lifetimes. I am very proud
of the way everyone responded to the
Covid-19 emergency. I’d like to thank
my fellow Councillors, staff and the wider
Marlborough community. By working
together we all helped to get Marlborough
through
the emergency
response.
I want
Marlborough
community.
By working
to
give particular
end-of-year
to our
together
we all helped
to get thanks
Marlborough
health
workers,
the Police,
welfare agencies,
through
the emergency
response.
I want
supermarket staff, farmers, food and wine
producers, our Emergency Management
team and all of the volunteer community
agencies
who
so hard
to keep us
producers,
ourworked
Emergency
Management
all safe.
Despite
pandemic,
there
have been
agenciesthe
who
worked so
hard.
some positive highlights this year. Late last
year we purchased land on High Street in
Blenheim for the new Marlborough District
Library and Art Gallery. The building will be
a magnificent facility, bringing people into
town and revitalising the downtown area.
The
also the
chipped
in $11M
townGovernment
and revitalising
downtown
area.
towards
it, over half
the construction
The Government
alsoofchipped
in $11M
cost, which was very welcome, as was their
support
for was
a number
of other Marlborough
cost, which
very welcome,
as was their
projects - the Waitohi/Picton ferries project,
the Whale Trail cycleway down to Kaikoura
and Wairau River flood protection.
The proposed Waitohi/Picton port
redevelopment to support two new
Interislander
ferries
is goingtwo
to bring
redevelopment
to support
new major
changes to the town. Council is working
hard
withtoKiwiRail,
PortCouncil
Marlborough
and
changes
the town.
is working
Waka Kotahi NZ Transport Agency on
design and feasibility, and the public will
get more chances to have their say on this
project
next
year. to have their say on this
get more
chances
In Renwick, construction of the new
reservoir was completed, while installation
of
water meters
for Havelock
and
Renwick
reservoir
was completed,
while
installation
households also finished. In Blenheim, good
progress is underway with the stormwater
network
reducing
flood
risk
progressupgrade,
is underway
with the
stormwater
and enabling more residential land to
and enabling more residential land to

Mayor John Leggett and Mayoress
Anne Best
be opened up in the North West of town.
Work Work
is alsoiswell
at
town.
alsounderway
well underway
at
Lansdowne Park on the new $4.3M
sports hub. The multi-code shared space
will include facilities for netball, rugby
union, touch rugby and softball.
The Council’s strong financial
management has been reconfirmed
with Council retaining its “AA Positive
Credit Watch”
Watch” long
long term
term credit
credit rating.
rating.
Credit
The S&P Global ratings agency has
again recognised our strong financial
management and
and governance,
governance, good
good
management
fiscal processes and moderate debt
levels. The
The Council
Council continues
continues to
to invest
invest
levels.
in water,
water, sewerage,
sewerage, transport
transport and
and
in
community infrastructure to support
Marlborough’s growth,
growth, and
and residents
residents
Marlborough’s
and ratepayers can have confidence that
the Council’s
Council’s books
books are
are in
in great
great shape.
shape.
the
2020 has been an extraordinary year..
The highlight for me personally was
the way
way in
in which
which the
the whole
whole community
community
the
responded positively
positively to
to the
the challenge
challenge
responded
that the pandemic forced upon us. By
working together,
together, buying
buying local
local and
and
working
supporting each other, Marlborough
Marlborough will
will
supporting
bounce back.
back.
bounce
Meri Kirihimete - Merry Christmas.

Sportspeople of Marlborough – have your say
Do you play a sport? Are there sports you
would like to play that aren’t available?
Are you happy with the sports facilities
Marlborough offers or do you think more
can be done?
The public has the opportunity to consider
all these questions and more now that
consultation
is openison
theon
Council’s
public
consultation
open
the Council’s
Draft Sports Facilities Strategic Plan.
The draft plan was adopted by the Council
last week following an eight month review
. pm on
process. The public have until 5:00
Friday 29 January to provide feedback.
Councillor Michael Fitzpatrick, who holds
the region’s sports portfolio, said this was
the public’s chance to review the plan in
the context of the sport they play currently
or sports they might like to play in the
future.
It identifies possible changes, updates or
additions which could be made to the
Council’s sports facilities network over the
next ten years, which will also inform the
Council’s Long Term Plan.
“The plan covers the current and future
facility ‘wants and needs’ of sporting codes
in Marlborough. We are keen to support
continued investment in ‘sports hubs’ to
increase the shared use of facilities, which
gives the smaller sporting codes a place to
call home too,” said Clr Fitzpatrick.

The Council has already completed a
survey of sports groups and run a series
of well-attended stakeholder workshops
as part of the review. “The workshops
provided an opportunity for the different
sporting codes to talk to each other about
their needs which was very helpful to the
process,” said Clr Fitzpatrick.
The draft plan highlights a need to
investigate artificial surface requirements
and the feasibility of extra floodlit
fields for winter sports. “The combined
colleges’ project has also been identified
as a significant opportunity to provide
enhanced facilities to the wider community,
in partnership
others,” with
he said.
in with
partnership
others,."
The review has also the
highlighted the
changing face of Marlborough,
with both
an aging
population
and also one
more
an
aging population
and that
also is
one
that is
culturally
diverse,
as wellasaswell
changing
more
culturally
diverse,
as changing
trends in the popularity of some sports.
“These changes will have an impact on
what sports are preferred and how people
participate in them so we need to consider
this carefully for the long term benefit
of all sports in Marlborough,” said Clr
Fitzpatrick.
For more information and to have your say
go to:
https://www.marlborough.govt.nz/yourcouncil/have-your-say-consultations

www.marlborough.govt.nz

A vehicle bylaw to protect
protect Marlborough’s
Marlborough’s East
East
Coast is heading to a subcommittee,
subcommittee so work
can continue on the proposal over the summer
holiday.
holiday.
At the final meeting for the year, councillors
unanimously agreed with a staff recommendation
to move forward with a proposed vehicle ban on
the beaches, reefs and dunes between the Awatere
and Waima/Ure river mouths. More than half
of this stretch of coastline - 28.5km of the total
48.5km - is recognised as ecologically significant.
The area is known for its cultural significance to
to
multiple
including
statutory
claims
multiple
iwi,iwi,
including
statutory
claims
andand
other
other
longstanding
connections.
With
pa sites
longstanding
connections.
With pa
sites
throughout, the coast
coast is home to
to mahinga
mahinga kai
(food gathering) of significance from the sea and
rivers.
The Council has appointed a subcommittee made
up of Mayor John Leggett and councillors David
Oddie, Gerald Hope and Jamie Arbuckle. They will
finalise the proposal and open public submissions
before full Council reconvenes in late February. A
hearings panel will also be established.
The subcommittee’s next steps are to finalise
engagement with iwi, complete the draft proposal,
update the East Coast technical report, develop a
consultation plan (including the submission period
for the public) and formally open the submission
process.
The proposed bylaw responds to public safety
concerns
about
increased discoveries
use of the coastal
area,
coupled with
unexpected
by scientists
coupled with unexpected discoveries by scientists
following
the Kaikoura
The dramatic
change toearthquake.
Marlborough’s East Coast
The dramatic change to Marlborough’s East Coast
has been the biggest transformation observed as

A proposed vehicle bylaw will protect the
A proposed significant
vehicle bylaw
protectthe
the
ecologically
areawill
between
Awatere and Waima/Ure river mouths
Awatere and Waima/Ure river mouths
a result of any global earthquake in modern times.
The high tide mark shifted as much as 200 metres.
In places
places where
where access
access was
was previously
previously restricted
restricted
In
by tides,
tides, itit isis now
now possible
possible to
to walk
walk or
or drive
drive there
there
by
at any
any time.
time. These
These changes
changes have
have led
led to
to mounting
mounting
at
pressure on the area’s unique ecosystem.
“The public
public will
will continue
continue to
to have
have beach
beach access.
access.
“The
The Council
Council recognises
recognises that
that water
water and
and recreation
recreation
The
are central to the quality of life in Marlborough,
which isis why
why this
this proposal
proposal considers
considers the
the cultural,
cultural,
which
recreational, economic, scientific and ecological
role of the area. The aim of the bylaw is continued
use of the coastal area in a way that restores and
conserves it for future generations,” said Councillor
Gerald Hope, Deputy Chair of the Environment
Committee.
Committee.
For more information go to:
https://www.marlborough.govt.nz/your-council/
bylaws/east-coast-beach-access

Marlborough Regional Forestry celebrates 50 years
Back in the late 1960s, some forward thinking
people in Marlborough’s then local government
bodies thought it would be a good idea to plant
pine trees on large tracts of unproductive land to
promote soil stabilisation and to generate funding
from logging.
In 1995 revenue from logging started to be
realised, taking financial pressure off the region’s
ratepayers and generating funds for a wide range
of community facilities and projects.
That original vision has reaped enormous rewards
for the Marlborough region, said Councillor Gerald
Hope, who chairs the Marlborough Regional
Forestry (MRF) Joint Committee.
“Profits from successful harvests of our publiclyowned forests have benefitted major projects
across the region, including helping meet the
cost of the Picton and Renwick sewerage services,
the Southern Valleys’ irrigation project and the

Marlborough Convention Centre,” Clr Hope said.
“In the nine years since 2012, Marlborough has
received $24.7M in contributions from Marlborough
Regional Forestry. Recent log earnings have helped
fund the new Picton Library and Service Centre, the
Quays riverside redevelopment in Blenheim, water
supply services, the Queen Charlotte Track and the
Tuia 250 commemorations..”
“We have a current balance of $13.78M from
forestry and land development, much of which is
already allocated to community projects over the
next few years. "This sum will be needed as we are
currently
in-between log harvest cycles,” Councillor
"
Hope says.
The Marlborough Regional Forestry estate, at 5,011
hectares, are on the North Bank of the Wairau
River on either side of State Highway 1. MRF
contracts forestry specialists Merrill and Ring Ltd to
manage the forests on ratepayers’ behalf.

Marlborough’s safe and sound status secured
All people in Marlborough are safe is the vision
underpinning Marlborough’s accreditation as an
International Safe Community.
Recently Mayor John Leggett and representatives
from the organisations and agencies involved
gathered to sign the region’s re-accreditation, six
years on from Marlborough’s original certification.
Safe Communities Foundation NZ representatives
were on hand to validate the signing. New to
sign the Safe and Sound @ the Top (SAS@TT)
this time included Rangitane, Ngati Toa and Ngati
Koata alongside Ngati Rarua who were one of
the original signatories.
The journey towards becoming an accredited
safe community began in late 2011. The SAS@
TT project was the result of a wide range of
community groups and organisations looking
looking to
support
their work and inform their planning.
to

Mayor John Leggett with representatives from
the
localorganisations
organisationsand
andagencies
agenciesinvolved
involvedatatthe
recent
signing
of Marlborough’s
International
the recent
signing
of Marlborough’s
Safe
Community
International
Safere-accreditation
Community re-accreditation

Aerial spraying in Wither Hills Farm Park
The annual aerial spraying programme targeting
woody weeds is underway until 23 December.
All work will be carried out in accordance with
the Agrichemical Users Code of Practice NZS
8409:2004. Access to some high use areas may

Street Address:
Phone: 03 520 7400
15 Seymour Street
Fax: 03 520 7496
Email: mdc@marlborough.govt.nz Blenheim 7201
New Zealand

be temporarily restricted while the work is being
carried out to ensure the health and safety
of park users. For further information please
contact David Aires at the Council on
Ph: 03 520 7400.

