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Business needs survey a first for
Marlborough
Local businesses are being asked
to consider their current and future
needs in a region-wide survey first.
As part of national requirements, the
Council needs to ensure its plans
provide sufficient land for the future
growth of businesses.
“Council also wants to make sure
that the right type of business land is
provided, and in the right locations,
to enable businesses to grow,” said
Council Strategic Planner, Emma Toy.
The Housing & Business
Development Capacity Assessment
will be used to inform the Council’s
planning and will include all business
types, covering both floor space
and land area requirements. The
survey will ask businesses to make
projections for the next five years. It
will be repeated in three years’ time.
“We are keen to look at how people
are currently operating; are they in
an office space or on an industrial
lot? Is it meeting their current needs?

“Do they want to grow and is their
current space likely to constrain
them,” she said.
“We realise that the challenges
presented to businesses by COVID-19
will continue to pose significant
hurdles for future plans. However,
we would still like to hear what
businesses think for the future as it
currently stands.”
The survey will take approximately 10
minutes and responses need to be in
by Friday 18 December 2020.
Responses are confidential and
businesses will not be identified.
Collated results will be published in a
report in 2021.
You can access it here: https://www.
surveymonkey.com/r/UrbanDevlop
More details about urban
development can be found at:
https://bit.ly/33fE3nZ
For more information please contact
emma.toy@marlborough.govt.nz or
Ph: 03 520 7400.

New responsible camping bylaw adopted
The number of freedom camping sites
in Marlborough will be reduced from
13 to five, after a Council decision
following public consultation.
Freedom Camping Sub-Committee
Chair Councillor David Oddie said the
Council had listened to the public.
“In making our decision, we were
conscious of submissions made
not only through the recent public
consultation but also successive calls to
address freedom camping made to the
Council over recent years.”
“The Council cannot prohibit freedom
camping under the Freedom Camping
Act. However, the public has made
its view clear - they want freedom
camping to be available at a smaller
number of sites and only for selfcontained vehicles.”
The following will remain open and
continue as self-contained vehicle-only
sites:

• Wairau Diversion, near Blenheim
• Wynen Street car park, Blenheim
• Taylor River Dam, Blenheim
• Renwick Domain, Renwick
• Elterwater, near Ward
The following sites will be progressively
closed to camping during December
2020:
• Blairich Reserve, Awatere
• Collins Memorial Reserve, Koromiko
• Alfred Stream and Brown River
Reserves, Rai Valley
• Ohingaroa Bay and Double Bay,
Mahau Sound
• Ohauparuparu, Kenepuru Sound
• Anakiwa Village Green, Queen
Charlotte Sound
New signage will be installed at all
sites. For more information about
camping in Marlborough and the bylaw
review process go to https://
www.marlborough.govt.nz/recreation/
responsible-camping

A draft concept plan for the upgraded Wairau Diversion responsible camping site and
day use area, which will be landscaped and get improved parking and toilets

Picton’s take on the weather
The Marlborough Emergency Response Team did some co-training in casualty extraction
with the Blenheim Fire Brigade recently. Members are seen here removing a willing
participant from rubble

Farewell to Marlborough’s oldest WC
Blenheim’s Seymour Square is
well-known for its historic landmarks
but locals are unlikely to realise it’s
where you can also find
Marlborough’s oldest public toilet.
The chain has finally been pulled on
the aged public facility with work
now underway on a five-month
project to create a new high capacity,
fully accessible public toilet complex.
Marlborough’s CMT Group is the
main contractor.
Council Parks and Open Spaces
Officer Grahame Smail said the
current facility was 50 years’ old, hard
to maintain and not accessible. “The
new building will also provide storage

space for specialist equipment used
to maintain the fountain and other
aspects of Seymour Square,” he said.
The estimated cost of the project
is $570,000 with the Government’s
Tourism Infrastructure Fund covering
half.
“We will do our best to limit
disruption to the public. During the
project the ladies’ toilets will remain
available,” said Grahame. A temporary
men’s toilet, via a small portable
building at the eastern end of current
facilities, will also be set up.
Once the build is complete,
landscaping will complement the new
building.
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Everywhere he goes, Matty McLean takes
the weather with him – and last week it
was Picton.
Pictured here with local children, TVNZ
Breakfast’s weatherman broadcast live last
Friday from the seaside town, as well as
feature spots on the show Monday to
Thursday.
This was thanks to a commercial
partnership with regional tourism
organisation Destination Marlborough for
its current domestic visitor campaign.

Street Address:
Phone: 03 520 7400
15 Seymour Street
Fax: 03 520 7496
Email: mdc@marlborough.govt.nz Blenheim 7201
New Zealand

Six live crosses were held at various
locations with interviews involving
Marlborough locals.
“The crosses showcased local tourism
operators, our scenery, culture and
heritage, adventure, food and wine,” said
Destination Marlborough general manager
Jacqui Lloyd.
“Breakfast also screened a Marlborough
video to promote a competition to win a
trip to Marlborough, which generated a
huge number of entries,” she said.

