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New responsible camping bylaw adopted

Contract awarded for Picton feasibility studies

Keen to create a family history calendar?

The number of freedom camping sites in Marlborough will be reduced from 13 to five,
after a Council decision following public consultation.
Freedom Camping Sub-Committee Chair Councillor David Oddie said the Council had
listened to the public.
“In making our decision, we were conscious of submissions made not only through the
recent public consultation but also successive calls to address freedom camping made
to the Council over recent years.”
“The Council cannot prohibit freedom camping under the Freedom Camping Act.
However, the public has made its view clear - they want freedom camping to be
available at a smaller number of sites and only for self-contained vehicles.”
The following will remain open and continue as self-contained vehicle-only sites:
• Wairau Diversion, near Blenheim
• Wynen Street car park, Blenheim
• Taylor River Dam, Blenheim
• Renwick Domain, Renwick
• Elterwater, near Ward
The following sites will be progressively closed to camping during December 2020:
• Blairich Reserve, Awatere
• Collins Memorial Reserve, Koromiko
• Alfred Stream and Brown River Reserves, Rai Valley
• Ohingaroa Bay and Double Bay, Mahau Sound
• Ohauparuparu, Kenepuru Sound
• Anakiwa Village Green, Queen Charlotte Sound
New signage will be installed at all sites. For more information about camping in
Marlborough and the bylaw review process go to https://bit.ly/2JsapEW

The contract for feasibility studies into a
Picton mountain bike park, heritage and
environment centre, and a wellness centre
and spa/pool complex has been awarded.
Successful Auckland consultancy Visitor
Solutions Limited (VSL) specialises in
the sports and recreation, tourism and
community development sectors. Principal
Craig Jones said VSL was excited at the
opportunity to hear from Picton residents on
the three proposals and to see if they were
viable opportunities.
Councillor Nadine Taylor said VSL had a wide
range of experience in all of the required
areas and drew on a multi-disciplinary
team from around New Zealand.
“Combining the three studies will draw all
aspects of current and new ideas into the
mix. The consultants are being connected
with the key stakeholders but are looking
at wider public meetings to gain an
understanding of the opportunities.”
Key stakeholder meetings are planned prior
to Christmas followed by public meetings in
early 2021.
The feasibility studies will include the
following:
• The scope of each proposal
• Engaging with stakeholders and the
community
• Assessment of the market for the
proposals within the community and
the wider tourism sector
• Cost and viability analysis for each

Looking for creative ways to display your family history or create an unusual Christmas or
birthday gift? Marlborough District Libraries can help.
In partnership with the Blenheim Family History Group, Blenheim and Picton libraries are
hosting free workshops on how to incorporate your family tree into a 2021 calendar at:
• Marlborough District Library (Blenheim), Monday 7 December at 12.15 pm
• Picton Library and Service Centre, Thursday 10 December at 10.30 am
For further details contact Marlborough District Library (Blenheim) - Ph: 03 520 7491 or
email library@marlborough.govt.nz or contact Picton Library and Service Centre - Ph:
03 520 7493 or email pictonlibrary@marlborough.govt.nz

A draft concept plan for the upgraded Wairau Diversion responsible camping site and
day use area, which will be landscaped and get improved parking and toilets

Feedback sought on aquaculture variations
Proposed plan variations for managing
marine and finfish farming in the
Marlborough Sounds are now open for
public submission.
Variations 1 (marine farming) and 1A (finfish
farming) to the Proposed Marlborough
Environment Plan were publicly notified on 2
December. This comes after two years’ work
by the Marlborough Aquaculture Review
Working Group (MARWG).
The MARWG included members of the
marine farming industry, Marlborough
Sounds’ community organisations and
central government agencies. The Ministers
of Fisheries, Conservation, Environment and
Transport, along with Te Tau Ihu iwi were
also consulted.

An extension to the usual submission
process will give more time for the public
to have their say – the public consultation
closes on 26 February 2021.
The public can access the proposed
variations and background material at
the Council offices or public libraries in
Blenheim, Picton, Havelock and Rai Valley.
The information is also available at
www.marlborough.govt.nz/your-council/
have-your-say-consultations
Submissions can be made through Council's
online submission form. Alternatively hard
copies of the submission form can be
downloaded from the website.

This will conclude with a report and
recommendations to the Council.
Clr Taylor said the studies would contribute
to a wider Picton redevelopment plan which
will include key public spaces such as the
foreshore and High Street and opportunities
created by the Picton ferry precinct
redevelopment proposed by KiwiRail and
Port Marlborough.

Proposed temporary car park and road closure Picton New Year Celebrations
On Thursday 31 December the following
portion of car park and road will be closed
to ordinary vehicle traffic for the Picton
New Year Celebrations from 6.00 am on
Thursday 31 Dec 2020 to 2.30 am on
Friday 1 January 2021:
• The car park adjacent to the Picton
Aquarium/Cinema from the raised crossing
including the eastern side of the car park
• London Quay: High St intersection to
Wellington St
• Wellington St: London Quay/Wellington St
intersection to Endeavour St
During the proposed period of closure,
ordinary vehicle traffic may use the car park
being closed under the supervision and
authority of an Officer of the New Zealand
Police (Traffic Safety Branch).

Temporary road closure - Picton Christmas Parade

Business needs survey a Marlborough first
Local businesses are being asked to
consider their needs in a region-wide
survey first.
As part of national requirements, the Council
needs to ensure its plans provide sufficient
land for the future growth of businesses.
“Council also wants to make sure that the
right type of business land is provided, and
in the right locations, to enable businesses
to grow,” said Council Strategic Planner,
Emma Toy.
The Housing & Business Development
Capacity Assessment will be used to inform
the Council’s planning and will include all
business types, covering both floor space
and land area requirements. The survey will
ask businesses to make projections for the
next five years. It will be repeated in three
years’ time.
“We are keen to look at how people are
currently operating; are they in an office
space or on an industrial lot?”

“Is it meeting their current needs? Do they
want to grow and is their current space likely
to constrain them,” she said.
“We realise that the challenges presented
to businesses by COVID-19 will continue
to pose significant hurdles for future plans.
However, we would still like to hear what
businesses think for the future as it currently
stands,” said Emma.
The survey will take approximately 10
minutesand responses need to be in by
Friday 18 December 2020. Responses are
confidential and businesses will not be
identified. Collated results will be published
in a report in 2021.
You can access it here:
www.surveymonkey.com/r/UrbanDevlop
More details about urban development can
be found at: https://bit.ly/33fE3nZ
For more information please contact Emma
Toy on emma.toy@marlborough.govt.nz,
or Ph: 03 520 7400.

Farewell to Marlborough’s oldest WC

Aerial spraying in Wither Hills Farm Park
The annual aerial spraying programme
targeting woody weeds is underway until
23 December.
All work will be carried out in accordance
with the Agrichemical Users Code of
Practice NZS 8409:2004.

www.marlborough.govt.nz

Access to some high use areas may be
temporarily restricted while the work is
being carried out to ensure the health and
safety of park users.
For further information please contact
David Aires at Council on Ph: 03 520 7400.

Blenheim’s Seymour Square is well-known
for its historic landmarks but locals are
unlikely to realise it’s where you can also
find Marlborough’s oldest public toilet.
The chain has finally been pulled on the
aged public facility with work now underway
on a five-month project to create a new
high capacity, fully accessible public toilet
complex. Marlborough’s CMT Group is the
main contractor.
Council Parks and Open Spaces Officer
Grahame Smail said the current facility
was 50 years’ old, hard to maintain and
not accessible. “The new building will
also provide storage space for specialist
equipment used to maintain the fountain
and other aspects of Seymour Square,”
he said.
The estimated cost of the project is
$570,000 with the Government’s
Tourism Infrastructure Fund covering half.

It will be an offence under the above
regulations for any person other than under
the authority of an authorised permit to use
the car park for ordinary vehicular traffic
during the period of closure.
This notice is given under the Transport
(Vehicular Traffic Road Closure) Regulations
1965.
Anyone wishing to object to the proposal
can lodge their objection in writing
before Friday 11 December 2020, at the
Marlborough Roads office, The Forum,
Market Street, Blenheim, PO Box 1031,
Blenheim, 7240.
Any enquiries should be addressed to
Dean Hawkey, Marlborough Roads,
Ph: 021 923 536.

“We will do our best to limit disruption to the
public. During the project the ladies’ toilets
will remain available,” said Grahame. A
temporary men’s toilet, via a small portable
building at the eastern end of current
facilities, will be set up.
Once the build is complete, landscaping will
complement the new building.

An architectural perspective of the new
toilets at Seymour Square to replace
Marlborough’s oldest toilet

On Sunday 6 December the following
portions of the streets listed below will
be closed to ordinary vehicle traffic from
1:00 pm to 4:30 pm for the Picton Christmas
Parade:
• High St from Broadway to London Quay
• Waikawa Rd from High St to Wellington St
• Wellington St from Waikawa Rd to London
Quay
• London Quay from Wellington St to
Auckland St (SH1)
• Dublin St from High St to Auckland St (SH1)
A rolling closure will be on Auckland St from
Dublin St to Picton Railway Station.

During the period of closure, ordinary
vehicle traffic may use the road being closed
between events under the supervision and
authority of an Officer of the New Zealand
Police (Traffic Safety Branch).
It will be an offence under the above
regulations for any person other than under
the authority of an authorised permit to use
the road for ordinary vehicle traffic during
the period of closure.
This notice is hereby given under Section
342 of the Local Government Act 1974.
Any enquiries should be addressed to
Dean Hawkey, Marlborough Roads,
Ph: 021 923 536.
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We’re Still Hiring - Youth Job Expo
Are you 18 to 24 years old and looking for
work, training opportunities or help with
your CV? Head along to MYspace and
meet with employers and training providers
to find out what opportunities are available
in Marlborough.
Fri 4 December
2:00 pm - 6:00 pm
MySPACE
18 Kinross Street, Blenheim

Mistletoe Market & Blenheim
Christmas Parade
It’s going to be a busy day in Blenheim
this Saturday with the ever-popular
Blenheim Lions Club Mistletoe Market
offering a large selection of stalls with
lots of ideas for Christmas gifts, followed
by the Blenheim Christmas Parade, and of
course Santa.
Sat 5 December
Market: 9:00 am - 2:00 pm, Parade: 3:30 pm
Blenheim CBD

Picton Christmas Parade &
Prize Giving Concert
Gather your friends and family and enjoy
a wonderful afternoon on the stunning
foreshore with Picton’s annual prize giving
concert, Christmas Parade, carol singing
and Santa.
Sun 6 December 1:00 pm - 5:00 pm
Picton CBD & Foreshore
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Temporary road closures – Blenheim
Mistletoe Market
On Saturday 5 December the following roads
are to be closed to ordinary vehicle traffic for
the Mistletoe Market between
6.00 am and 3.00 pm
• High St between Seymour St and Market St
adjacent to the band rotunda
• Market St North from High St to the traffic
ramp outside Market Street Café
• Wynen St from First Lane to Market St
• Queen St between Charles St and High St
• Charles St from Queen St to Market St
• Market St from High St to Maxwell Rd
Marlborough 4 Fun Christmas Parade:
On Saturday 5 December 20202 the following
streets are to be closed to ordinary vehicle
traffic from 11.00 am to 6.00 pm.
• John Street from the intersection of
Henry St to Hutcheson St
• Henry St from the intersection of John St
to Alfred St
• Seymour St from the intersection of
Alfred St to John St
Parking of vehicles will be prohibited between
11.00 am and 6.00pm in the following streets,
being the route of the parade:

•H
 utcheson St from John St to Alfred St
•A
 lfred St between Seymour St and
Market St North
• Seymour St between John St and High St
• High St from Seymour St to Market St
• Queen St from High St to Maxwell Rd
• Maxwell Rd from Queen St to Market St
• Market St from Maxwell Rd to Alfred St
Christmas Festival
On Friday 11 December the following portion of
streets will be closed to ordinary vehicle traffic
from 1.00 pm to 11.00 pm for the Blenheim
Christmas Festival:
• Market St from Charles St to High St
• Wynen St from Market St to First Lane
• Charles St from Queen St to Market St
This notice is given under the Transport
(Vehicular Traffic Road Closure) Regulations
1965.
Any enquiries should be addressed to
Dean Hawkey, Marlborough Roads,
Ph: 021 923 536.

Check out upcoming Marlborough events

Pick up your copy from Marlborough District Council
| follow-me.co.nz

The following meeting is open to the public
and anyone can attend. The agenda will
be available online and from the Council’s
office at 15 Seymour Street, Blenheim.
Council
Thursday 10 December at 9.00 am

Time and date may be subject to change.
Please contact the Committee Secretary,
Ph: 03 520 7400 for confirmation.
For further information visit:
www.marlborough.govt.nz/your-council/
meetings

Awatere and Dashwood rural boil water notice
Although the boil water notice has been lifted for Seddon township, the Awatere and
Dashwood rural areas are still subject to a boil water notice.
Water from Council’s reticulation network providing water to the Awatere and Dashwood
rural areas should be boiled. It does not currently meet the NZ Drinking Water Standard
and may contain bacteria or protozoa that are harmful to human health. All water used for
drinking, food preparation or cleaning teeth should be boiled before use.
Treated water is available at the public taps on Marama Road, outside Seddon School.
For further information contact Council on Ph: 03 520 7400.

