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Sounds News He kōrero nō te Kaunihera o Wairau

For up to date sailing, news and weather from Marlborough Sounds Marinas visit:  www.msmarinas.co.nz

New responsible camping  
bylaw adopted 
The number of freedom 
camping sites in Marlborough 
will be reduced from 13 to 
five, after a Council decision 
following public consultation. 
Freedom Camping Sub-Committee Chair 
Councillor David Oddie said the Council 
had listened to the public.
“In making our decision, we were 
conscious of submissions made not only 
through the recent public consultation 
but also successive calls to address 
freedom camping made to the Council 
over recent years.” 
“The Council cannot prohibit freedom 
camping under the Freedom Camping 
Act. However the public has made its 
view clear - they want freedom camping 
to be available at a smaller number 
of sites and only for self-contained 
vehicles.”
The following will remain open and 
continue as self-contained vehicle-only 
sites:

• Wairau Diversion, near Blenheim
• Wynen Street car park, Blenheim
• Taylor River Dam, Blenheim
• Renwick Domain, Renwick
• Elterwater, near Ward
The following sites will be progressively 
closed to camping during December 
2020:
• Blairich Reserve, Awatere
• Collins Memorial Reserve, Koromiko
•  Alfred Stream and Brown River 

Reserves, Rai Valley
•  Ohingaroa Bay and Double Bay,  

Mahau Sound
• Ohauparuparu, Kenepuru Sound
•  Anakiwa Village Green, Queen 

Charlotte Sound
New signage will be installed at all sites. 
For more information about camping 
in Marlborough and the bylaw review 
process go to https://bit.ly/2JsapEW

Contact the Harbourmaster’s Office if you need  
advice or information about Marlborough’s harbours.

03 520 7400 | HARBOURS@MARLBOROUGH.GOVT.NZ

Council’s Harbours team - working to  
ensure our waterways are safe for  
everyone to enjoy. 

Feedback sought on proposed 
aquaculture variations
Proposed plan variations for managing marine and finfish farming  
in the Marlborough Sounds are now open for public submission.
Variations 1 (marine farming) and 1A (finfish farming) to the Proposed Marlborough 
Environment Plan were publicly notified on 2 December. This comes after two years’ 
work by the Marlborough Aquaculture Review Working Group (MARWG).
The MARWG included members of the marine farming industry, Marlborough Sounds’ 
community organisations and central government agencies. The Ministers of Fisheries, 
Conservation, Environment and Transport, along with Te Tau Ihu iwi were also 
consulted.
An extension to the usual submission process will give more time for the public to have 
their say – the public consultation closes on 26 February 2021. 
The public can access the proposed variations and background material at the 
Council offices or public libraries in Blenheim, Picton, Havelock and Rai Valley. The 
information is also available at www.marlborough.govt.nz/your-council/have-your-say-
consultations
Submissions can be made through Council’s online submission form. Alternatively 
hard copies of the submission form can be downloaded from the website.

A draft concept plan for the upgraded Wairau Diversion responsible camping site and  
day use area, which will be landscaped and get improved parking and toilets 
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