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Under the Red level of the Covid-19 traffic 
light system the following meetings are 
open to the public but with capacity limits 
based on one metre physical distancing and 
mask wearing. 
A recording of each meeting and a set 
of draft minutes will be uploaded to 
Council’s website as soon as practicable. 
The draft minutes are an unofficial record 
until confirmed by a subsequent Council 
meeting.
Copies of the agendas will be available at 

Council’s Office, 15 Seymour Street or online 
at: www.marlborough.govt.nz/your-council/
meetings
Planning, Finance & Community 
Committee
Thursday 17 February at 9.00 am
Council
Thursday 24 February at 9.00 am
The times and dates may be subject to 
change, please contact the Committee 
Secretary, Ph: 03 520 7400 for confirmation.

Council
meetings

It’s easy to dispose of batteries in Marlborough
They’re found in all manner of gadgets, toys, power tools, phones, laptops and many other 
devices. But when it’s time to dispose of batteries, don’t throw them out in the general 
rubbish - bring them to one of Council’s small battery recycling bins. 
There are 19 sites across Marlborough where you can drop off used batteries. Check out 
www.marlborough.govt.nz/services/refuse/hazardous-waste/dry-cell-and-small-batteries 
to find the location nearest you. 
Solid Waste Manager Alec McNeil says when batteries are put in the kerbside rubbish or a 
household skip they end up in the landfill where they can cause a serious fire, posing a risk 
to waste management workers and the environment.
“There’s no charge to drop off batteries at any of our collection points - the costs are 
covered by your rates. If you have vehicle batteries or damaged small batteries, please take 
them straight to the Hazardous Waste Centre on Wither Road in Blenheim, opposite the 
Resource Recovery Centre.”

New Taylor Pass recreational space given the green light
Council’s Assets and Services committee has approved, subject to full Council ratification,  
$1 million for the development of an extensive new recreational space in the Taylor Pass  
in Blenheim.
This funding comes from Council’s Land Subdivision Reserve that is provided by levies 
charged to developers for reserves and community facilities as part of the subdivision creation 
process. Council allocates this funding to a range of local projects throughout the year.
Assets and Services Committee Chair, Councillor Nadine Taylor, says the almost 20 hectares 
of new recreational space to the south and west of George Conroy Drive is really exciting for 
the region. “Not only will it enhance the area, it will also benefit our community who will have  
a large new reserve close to town to utilise and enjoy.”
“The landscape design concept plans include new plantings, development of greenspaces,  
an amphitheatre styled area for outdoor activities including walking, biking, events and 
festivals, and leisure,” Clr Taylor said.
“Given its location, the recreational space, which will be developed over the next four years, 
provides a key connection from nearby residential areas to the already popular Taylor River 
tracks,” she said.
Work on this project has been in the pipeline for many years. The 2013 Taylor River Floodway 
Reserve Recreation and Amenity Plan (Taylor Plan) provided a list of future development ideas 
based on consultation with the community at the time. As well as identifying a designated 
recreational space, the plan proposed the development of a dog park, a carpark and a toilet  
to service the area.
“A new dog park is another great project to come out of the concept plan,” Clr Taylor said.
“We’ve seen the success of the Renwick Dog Park and now we have the opportunity to bring  
a similar concept to Blenheim.”
“This investment reflects the importance of interesting and attractive recreational areas to our 
Marlborough communities. It will be another offering for recreational activity for all ages, and 
will ensure our reserves and facilities continue to meet growing demand,” she said.

What are the issues that affect young people 
in Marlborough?
If you want to be heard on the topics that 
concern you most, then the MDC Youth 
Council is a great opportunity and now is the 
time to apply.
Applications close on 20 February so 
there are still 10 days to get your online 
application in at www.marlborough.govt.
nz/our-community/marlborough-youth-
council?ed-step=1
Council’s Community Partnerships Advisor, 
Jodie Griffiths, says the Youth Council was 
established in 2020 to give Marlborough 
youth a voice on issues that affect them. 
“This year Council would like to recruit 20 
Youth Council members with an even spread 
from Marlborough Girls’ and Boys’ Colleges 
and Queen Charlotte College.
“It’s great to have a mix of both experienced 
and new youth councillors and we are 
fortunate that several members of last year’s 
Council are happy to continue. We are keen 
to recruit new members to be part of what 

is a fantastic youth development initiative,” 
she said.
“The Youth Council increases youth 
awareness of wider community issues and 
allows us to get input from young people on 
our Council processes and projects, and to 
provide opportunities in decision making in 
the allocation of Council’s youth funding.”
Involvement in civic activities is a great way 
for young people to develop leadership 
skills as well.
Applicants will be shortlisted and informal 
group interviews will be held at each of the 
colleges on 24 and 25 February with final 
selection made by 27 February. An after 
school orientation session will be held for 
successful candidates on Thursday 3 March.
“The application form requires an 
endorsement from a member of school staff, 
so we encourage students to have a talk 
to their teacher before applying,” said Mrs 
Griffiths.
The Youth Council meets once a month in 
Council Chambers. 

Awatere and Dashwood rural boil water notice
Water from Council’s reticulation network to the Awatere and Dashwood rural areas should 
be boiled. 
It does not currently meet the NZ Drinking Water Standards and may contain bacteria or 
protozoa that are harmful to human health. All water used for drinking, food preparation or 
cleaning teeth should be boiled before use.
Treated water is available at the public taps on Marama Road, outside Seddon School.  
For further information contact Council on Ph: 03 520 7400.

Participants needed for recycling crate trial

The landscape design concept plans for the Taylor Pass recreational space and dog park show the 
enhanced area will be in keeping with the location's current environment

Porous surface positive for CBD tree health
Trees are good for our health.
Council is looking after the welfare of its 
urban trees using a new permeable surface 
in central Blenheim, a project between 
Council’s Parks and Open Spaces team and 
Marlborough Roads.
Parks and Open Spaces Officer, Robin 
Dunn, says urban trees grow in constrained 
environments. "This new product allows 
water absorption and aeration of tree roots 
while ensuring safety for pedestrians and 
providing a tidy appearance." Mr Dunn said.
“This product is purpose-designed for this 
use and lets through air and water so it’s 
good for tree health,” he said.
The product has been poured around 
several trees on Queen Street and Market 
Place. “It has been used successfully in 
a number of urban centres around New 
Zealand including Auckland and Nelson, as 
well as overseas. This is the first time we 
have used it here in Marlborough,”  
Mr Dunn said.
It is proposed to include additional trees 
within the CBD and several carpark trees in 
the future.

It is proposed to include additional trees 
within the CBD and several carpark trees  
in the future.

What’s good for trees is good for us . . .  
a new porous surface is laid around a tree  
in Blenheim’s CBD

Council goes green to tackle weeds
In a bid to rid the use of glyphosate to tackle 
weeds in Blenheim’s top two premier parks, 
Council has begun using an organic spray as 
an alternative.
Parks and Open Spaces Manager, Jane Tito, 
says for the past 18 months the gardening 
team has removed all use of the herbicide 
glyphosate at Seymour Square, using an 
organic weed spray instead. 
“We’ve seen some great results since 
making the move in July 2020 - the next 
step is to start using the organic spray at 
Pollard Park. Our aim is to reduce the use of 
glyphosate at the park by half by 2026,”  
Ms Tito said.
Glyphosate, a commonly used herbicide 
that kills broadleaf plants and grasses, is 
currently used to tackle weeds in a range of 
areas at Pollard Park, including the petanque 
court, gravel pathways, rockery, carparks 
and fence lines.
“At the moment the park uses just under  
10 litres of glyphosate per year. By 2026 we 
want to reduce this to five litres per year and 
use it on only the hardiest of weeds,”  
Ms Tito said.
“The organic-based spray we’ve been 
using in Seymour Square can be used for 
the majority of spray needs at Pollard Park, 
however because it is more eco-friendly 
it requires more frequent applications to 
maintain the level of service expected at this 
park,” she said.

Council’s green approach also extends to 
the pest management system at Seymour 
Square and Pollard Park.  
“Over the past few years we’ve changed the 
way we manage some garden pests - for 
example we’ve introduced good insects 
like lady bugs to help manage the bad 
bugs. This approach, along with the use of 
organic spray, the use of baking soda for 
mildew, the removal of weeds by hand, and 
the use of different fertilisation techniques, 
helps to promote a microbiome system that 
conserves soil health,” Ms Tito said.

Calling Marlborough youth

Would you like to help trial modified 
kerbside recycling crates as part of a Council 
study? If so, we are keen to hear from you.
Council needs help to trial two new modified 
recycling crates that might stop our region’s 
recycling from being carried away by the 
wind on rubbish day.
The first modification is a crate fitted with a 
net. The second is a crate fitted with a liner 
that can enclose the recycling when you put 
out the crate on collection day. 
Solid Waste Manager, Alec McNeil, says 
wind is the bane of those collecting rubbish, 
particularly on breezy days in Picton 
and Blenheim. "We hope this trial of two 
modified recycling crates will help establish 
whether a new design could assist,"  
Mr McNeil said.
“The current recycling crate does not 
provide a containment system to stop litter 
overflowing or blowing away. This trial 
of two methods of containing the crate 
contents will determine whether we can 

improve the situation,” he said. 
The trial involves using the two crate options 
for one week each and completing a survey 
over the phone after using each one.
Participants’ feedback will be used 
to provide information to Council and 
contractors on improvements to the current 
recycling crate.
If you would like to take part, please go to: 
https://bit.ly/RecyclingCrateTrial

The Council needs people to trial new modified 
kerbside recycling crates to help curb flyaway 
rubbish
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Sounds of Christmas
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There’s still time to enjoy this first showing 
of the South Island touring exhibition of 
landscape paintings from the Kelliher Art 
Trust Collection. Curated by Christopher 
Johnstone.
Now - Sun 20 Feb 
Weekdays: 10.30 am - 4.30 pm 
Weekends: 1.00 pm - 4.00 pm  
Millennium Public Art Gallery, Cnr Seymour 
& Alfred Streets, Blenheim

Rare and Unrivalled Beauty - Kelliher Art Trust

Head to Marlborough’s A & P Park this 
Sunday and enjoy local, fresh and seasonal 
produce and products directly from those 
that pick, grow, farm, fish and make them.
Sun 13 Feb: 9.00 am - 12.00 pm
Marlborough A & P Park, Blenheim

Marlborough Farmers’ Market

Please note, during these times of uncertainty events are subject to change  
at short notice. Please contact organisers directly for the latest information.

Commercial Events Fund opening soon
Round two of Council’s 2021/2022 Commercial Events Fund opens next Monday  
14 February.
The Fund was established to help create economic benefit to Marlborough by attracting  
new events and helping to build on existing ones. Council’s Commercial Events Fund  
sub-committee considers the applications and there is up to $130,000 per annum available 
for allocation.
To be eligible, commercial events must be held within the Marlborough District Council 
boundaries. Community events, conferences, conventions, trade shows and exhibitions are 
not eligible. Funding is granted on an annual basis but it does not mean that all funds must 
be distributed each year. Past applicants who have been unsuccessful may re-apply.
Key dates:
•  Applications close: 5.00 pm, Monday 14 March 2022
•  Funding decision by: 5.00 pm, Friday 8 April 2022
Applications must be completed via Council’s website:  
www.marlborough.govt.nz/recreation/events/commercial-events-fund
Any enquiries to Samantha Young, Regional Events Advisor; Ph: 03 520 7400 or email 
events@marlborough.govt.nz

Council updates its vaccination policy 
Council is implementing a new Covid-19 Vaccination Policy for its employees under the 
national Covid-19 protection Framework, after a full staff consultation process.
Chief Executive Mark Wheeler says the Council is committed to keeping its workers, and 
other people with whom workers come into contact, healthy and safe. 
“Our policy provides Council’s position on Covid-19 vaccinations for workers and sets out 
processes and expectations for roles that may require vaccination due to increased health 
and safety risks.”
For the public, the changes mean a My Vaccine Pass is now required at: 
•    Marlborough District Libraries (Blenheim and Picton) at the Red setting 
•  programming at both libraries at the Orange setting
•   the Emergency Operations Centre during an emergency, at the Orange and Red settings
•   for events and gatherings >25 at the Red setting (max limit 100 people)
•   for events and gatherings >50 at the Orange setting
•   for events and gatherings >100 at the Green setting
Visitors aged 12 and over will be asked to show their vaccine pass at Marlborough’s two 
library facilities.
Mr Wheeler said the feedback from library staff was strongly in favour of My Vaccine Pass as 
an additional control. "We’re requiring it because we must look after our staff, customers and 
visitors, contractors and volunteers. Our priority is keeping everyone safe.”
“Our libraries team are preparing a ‘takeaway’ service for those who are unable to access 
the library buildings. This service is for all customers who cannot or do not want to come into 
the libraries, but would still like to access our physical collections. A customer can make a 
request for library items via an online form or by making contact with us, and collection will 
be arranged. Kerbside collection is also available,” he said.
Full details of the takeaway service will be available soon on the Marlborough District 
Libraries website at: www.marlboroughlibraries.govt.nz
Mr Wheeler said My Vaccine Pass will not be required at the Blenheim Customer Service 
Centre as its risk profile is not as high as the two library facilities, where the number of 
people visiting and their length of stay are significantly higher. 
“The Blenheim Customer Service Centre also has additional control measures which 
decrease the risk of Covid-19 transmission.”
“It does mean anyone in the Picton area who uses the Customer Service Centre there and  
is unvaccinated will need to conduct their business with us online at 
www.marlborough.govt.nz,  or on Ph: 03 520 7400, or by visiting the Council front desk  
in Blenheim.”
He said the Council is also completing risk assessments of its staff teams to identify those 
roles that are at higher risk of contracting or transmitting COVID-19 in the course of normal 
work duties. 
“Staff already work in bubbles and use the usual masking, remote working and physical 
distancing prevention tools that you would expect,” he said.
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