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Sounds News He kōrero nō te Kaunihera o Wairau

Contact the Harbourmaster’s Office if you need  
advice or information about Marlborough’s harbours.
03 520 7400 | HARBOURS@MARLBOROUGH.GOVT.NZ

Council’s Harbours team - working to  
ensure our waterways are safe for  
everyone to enjoy. 

Admiralty Bay site of oil rig offload
The heavy lift vessel White Marlin offloaded the oil rig Gorilla Valaris VII 
(pictured) in Admiralty Bay on Friday 21 January. 
The oil rig is chartered to OMV for work in the Taranaki offshore gas operations. 
“Transporting oil rigs by heavy lift ships is an efficient way to move these large and 
complex machines around the world,” said Harbour Master Luke Grogan.
“Admiralty Bay is frequently used as a location to offload and load rigs from the vessels 
because it is calm, sheltered and relatively close to Taranaki,” he said.
The Harbour Master works with Maritime New Zealand and the charterer to ensure 
ships can navigate safely and legally in and out of Admiralty Bay, including ensuring an 
adequate oil spill response capability is stationed in the bay for the duration of  
the operation.
“As per previous offloads the operation was safe and successful and the Gorilla Valaris 
VII was towed out of Admiralty Bay on Saturday 22 January,” said Luke.

Timely reminder of tsunami threat
The recent eruption of the Hunga Tonga-Hunga Ha’apai volcano in Tonga 
and the subsequent tsunami activity is a reminder of just how widely the 
impact of a natural event can be felt. 
It’s worth remembering that we could be impacted by a tsunami that originates a long 
way from our shores.  
There’s useful information on the GeoNet website www.geonet.org.nz/news that 
describes some of the impact of a tsunami, particularly the impact of strong and unusual 
currents and unpredictable surges. 
So, if you’re out enjoying the beach this summer, or if you live near the sea, remember: 
• If an earthquake is long or strong, get gone 
• Take notice of natural warnings such as rapidly receding water 
•  Take notice of any broadcast warnings of tsunami activity, even if the event seems a 

long way from home
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