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He korero no te Kaunihera o Wairau 

NEWS FROM THE MARLBOROUGH  
DISTRICT COUNCIL

Despite some rain forecast over the 
next week, the hot weather is set to 
continue in Marlborough and Council 
is asking people to take care when 
using the Wither Hills Farm Park. 
Council’s Parks and Open Spaces 
Manager, Jane Tito, says although 
all of the farm park’s tracks remain 
open the current high fire risk means 
walkers, runners and mountain bikers 
are advised to exercise in the morning 
before 10.00 am when the fire risk is 
lower and stick to the lower tracks if 
it’s windy.
“Given the mixture of dry fuels, 
elevated fire danger and slope, if a fire 
does start it has the potential to 
spread very quickly, placing park users 
at risk,” Ms Tito said.
“We know many in our community 
enjoy walking, running and mountain 
biking on the Wither Hills for their 
physical health and well-being, but 
when the hills are so dry we need to 
consider the fire risk to those using 
the farm park.”
“Council will continue to monitor the 
fire indices on a daily basis. If the hot 
days with drying winds continue and 
the indices reach critical levels Council 

Marlborough’s summer can make life 
hard for our street trees. 
While watering of younger trees is 
carried out regularly by contractors 
the trees also appreciate a helping 
hand from residents over the hot 
summer months. 
Please keep an eye on the tree 
outside your place - if it’s looking dry 
then feel free to give it a drink with a 
hand-held hose or a watering can, 
either early in the morning or in 
the evening. 
Using recycled water from the bath 
or sink is a good idea. 

You can help care for our street trees by:
• Keeping lawn mowers and grass
clippings away from the trunk to prevent
bark damage
• Not spraying, but weeding around the
base of the tree
• Not parking over the tree’s roots
• Reporting any vandalism or wind
damage to Council
The Council plants smaller, drought
tolerant street trees, maintained
by professional arborists who are
responsible for their care. Please contact
the Council on Ph: 03 520 7400 if you
notice a problem with a street tree.

Are you part of a rural sports club 
or team or involved in the arts? 
If so, now’s the time to get your 
application in for funding through 
the Sport NZ Rural Travel Fund or the 
Creative Communities Scheme Local 
Arts Fund.
The Sport NZ Rural Travel Fund aims 
to encourage youth (5 to 18 years) 
in rural areas to participate in local 
sports competitions.
Community Partnerships Advisor 
Jodie Griffiths said the funding is 
available to rural sport clubs and 
rural school teams with young 
people who need help to fund their 
transport costs to local competitions 
in Marlborough.
The application period for the Sport 
NZ Rural Travel Fund closes at 
5.00 pm on Friday 4 March. 
For more information or to apply visit: 
www. marlborough.govt.nz/our-
community/grants-and-awards/sport-
nz-rural-travel-fund  
“The Creative Communities Scheme 
Local Arts Fund aims to increase 
access and participation in local arts 
activities,” Mrs Griffiths said.
“Individuals or groups can apply to 
this fund for support for materials for 
arts activities or programmes, venue 
or equipment hire, personnel and 
administrative costs for short-term 
projects, and promotion and publicity 
of arts activities.”
“Over the past two years Covid-19 

Wither Hills Farm Park users urged to be 
aware of fire risk

Library art gallery progress

Sport and arts funds open for applications 

Council services on Waitangi Day holiday 
- Monday 7 February
Marlborough District Council 
Blenheim Office
Monday 7 February - closed. 
Marlborough District Library 
(Blenheim) and Picton Library and 
Service Centre
Monday 7 February - closed.
Refuse, recycling and kerbside 
collections
Kerbside refuse and recycling collection 
due for pick up on Monday 7 February 
will be collected on Tuesday 8 February. 
The Resource Recovery Centre, Re-use 
Centre and Waste Sorting Centre will 
be open from 8.00 am until 4.30 pm. 
The landfill will be open between 
8.00 am and midday only.
The Picton and Havelock transfer 
stations will be open as per a normal
weekday from 8.00 am until 4.00 pm.

Give our street trees a drink

has had a huge impact on the 
arts sector. We really encourage 
anyone involved in arts activities 
and projects to put forward an 
application and we’re happy to 
discuss any ideas with groups or 
individuals prior to them submitting 
to the fund,” she said.
Applications for the Creative 
Communities Scheme Local Arts 
Fund close at 5.00 pm on Friday 
4 March. For more information, or 
to apply visit: www.marlborough. 
govt.nz/our-community/grants-
and-awards/marlborough-creative-
communities-scheme  
For further information about 
the Sport NZ Rural Travel Fund 
or the Creative Communities  
Scheme Local Arts Fund please 
contact Jodie Griffiths, Community 
Partnerships Advisor, on 
Ph: 03 520 7400 or email: 
jodie.griffiths@marlborough.govt.nz

You may have noticed the progress 
of the new library and art gallery 
building in Blenheim’s central business 
district. The plywood roof covering 
and membrane is nearly complete and 
the roof iron is 70 percent installed. 
Robinson Construction has also been 
progressing the guttering and the 
external framing on the ground floor. 

The glazing has started to arrive and 
Alutech has started installation of 
the first floor sky light and seismic 
window framing to the ground floor. 
Electricians are also onsite and busily 
installing the new service cable trays 
throughout the building. 
The new facilities are expected to open 
in early 2023.

Rai Valley Transfer Station will be 
open from 9.00 am until midday. 
Transfer stations in Seddon and 
Wairau Valley will be closed.
Bus Service
The bus services will not run on 
Monday 7 February.

will have no option but to close the 
Farm Park’s Upper/Valley tracks and 
the mountain bike park,” she said. 
But for now, if you’re planning on 
going up the Wither Hills make sure 
you heed the information on 
‘The Burning Day’ signs at the park 
entrances. Please also remember 
that smoking is not permitted in 
the farm park.




