
WWW.MARLBOROUGH.GOVT.NZ  |  03 520 7400  |  15 SEYMOUR STREET, BLENHEIM, 7201 NEW ZEALAND

He kōrero nō te Kaunihera o Wairau

advice or information about Marlborough’s harbours.
03 520 7400 | HARBOURS@MARLBOROUGH.GOVT.NZ

Council’s Harbours team - working to 
ensure our waterways are safe for  
everyone to enjoy. 

advice or information about Marlborough’s harbours.
03 520 7400 | HARBOURS@MARLBOROUGH.GOVT.NZ

Council’s Harbours team - working to 
ensure our waterways are safe for  
everyone to enjoy. 

Sounds News
Sounds awash with boaties this summer
With more and more boats on the water, the Deputy Harbour Master is 
calling on Marlborough Sounds’ boaties to ‘be kind’ as well as prepared.
Speaking after a busy Christmas and New Year, Jan Eveleens highlighted the 
importance of being considerate towards others on the water. Along with the increase in 
boating numbers, the Harbours team also noticed a rise in the number of stressed boat 
users this summer. 
And despite the number of new boats, the Picton Coastguard had 10 tows on New 
Year’s Day due to mechanical breakdowns - a reminder to boat owners to maintain 
their vessels.
“The majority of people this summer have been well behaved and enjoying themselves,” 
Jan said. “There are more newcomers on the water with so many of us staying in New 
Zealand rather than travelling overseas, which is great to see.”
"Becoming familiar with the rules on the water is important for new boat owners, in 
particular the local Marlborough Navigational Bylaws. The age-old messages of ‘be 
prepared and wear your lifejacket’ have also never been more important," said Jan. 
The Harbours team have seen people heading out without lifejackets. Four power 
boats were stopped at launching ramps for not having any - and they had children  
on board.
“When choosing lifejackets, make sure you have sizes available for children and think 
about the worst-case sea and weather conditions you could encounter. Most accidents 
occur suddenly. There may not be time to grab a lifejacket so it’s a good idea to wear 
it,” said Jan.
“Be prepared for an emergency before you go - things can change without warning. 
Check the marine forecast, prepare your boat and lifejackets and have at least two 
forms of communication that will work when wet. Also avoid alcohol.”
Being safe while water skiing and biscuiting is important with so many youngsters enjoying 
these activities in the Sounds, said Jan. 
“Make sure you have a dedicated observer on board to ensure everyone is safe while 
having fun. The minimum age to operate a powered vessel is 15 years and this include 
jetskis.”
This summer, Harbours team members have also been handing out postcards 
promoting the fascinating underwater world of the Marlborough Sounds and inviting people 
to take part in an environmental survey. This is designed to provide a snapshot of people’s 
favourite activities in the Sounds and assess the public’s understanding of anchoring and 
discharging rules.
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An increase in boaties has meant a busy time for the Council’s Harbours team 


