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Benefits go far beyond pipes in the ground

Planning for the future of marine farming

What lies beneath
beneath Blenheim
Blenheim isis mostly
mostly
unseen but a significant driver of
economic activity in Marlborough.
Since emerging from the Level 4
lockdown in August last year, more
than $30 million in critical infrastructure
contracts have been awarded or
restarted in the region, with local
contractors benefitting from close to $17
million of these.
This is just one part of the Council’s
overall capital expenditure (core
infrastructure) programme, which
is budgeted to be $74 million in
2021/2022.

The clock is ticking for the public
to have their say on the Council’s
suggested changes to marine and finfish
farming provisions in the Proposed
Marlborough Environment Plan.
The public consultation process closes
on 26 February 2021.
Variations 1 (marine farming) and 1A
(finfish farming) to the environment plan
were publicly notified in early December.
This came after two years’ work by
the Marlborough Aquaculture Review
Working Group (MARWG). The MARWG
included members of the marine
farming industry, Marlborough Sounds’
community organisations and central
government agencies. The Ministers of
Fisheries, Conservation, Environment and
Transport, along with Te Tau Ihu iwi were
also consulted.
Information is available at the Council

Public submissions on proposed
variations to marine and finfish
farming close next week
offices or public libraries in Blenheim,
Picton, Havelock and Rai Valley or go to:
https://www.marlborough.govt.nz/yourcouncil/resource-management-policyand-plans/proposed-marlboroughenvironment-plan/variations/
variation-1-and-1a
https://bit.ly/3dhrXAH

Menz Shed converts cycles for the community

Working for Nature/Mahi mō te Taiao
Working
Nature/Mahi mo te Taiao awards $70k
awards for
$70k

One man’s trash is another man’s
treasure when it comes to second-hand
cycles at The Menz Shed in Blenheim.
Every week you’ll find volunteers
working hard to repurpose second
hand cycles for a new life with
someone in need of a low cost bike.
“It’s a win-win-win,” said Robyn
Blackburn, the Council’s Road Safety
Coordinator. “People have somewhere
to take old bikes, it provides
meaningful work to The Menz Shed
volunteers, and it helps the Council’s
Sustainable Transport programme
by providing affordable bikes to the
community,” she said.
“Most of the bikes are sold on to the
community for $40 or less,” said Robyn.
The Menz Shed keep any proceeds
from the sale to cover their costs.

In its inaugural year, the Working for
Nature/Mahi mo te Taiao programme
has awarded environment grants for 20
projects across Marlborough to protect
and restore native habitats.
In November, the Council received 34
applications from community groups
and landowners - from small-scale
plantings in forgotten vineyard corners
to wide scale goat control in the
Marlborough Sounds.
Four projects were fully funded with the
other 16 co-funded by other sources.
Overall, more than $200,000 was
requested from the community, which
exceeded the $70,000 fund in its first
year. The next round of applications will
open in the second half of 2021 and
see an increase to $90,000.
Grants were awarded under two
categories, Habitat Marlborough

Russell
I want to ride my bicycle . . . volunteers at The Menz Shed (from left) Russell
plenty of
of bikes
bikes repaired
repaired and
and
Gent, Basil Stanton, Willie Carr and Gordon Hill have plenty
ready for sale.

and Protecting Marlborough, with
applications assessed by a
subcommittee of councillors, the
Environment Committee rural
representative and a representative from
the Marlborough Landscape Group. The
Habitat Marlborough projects will
restore native habitats, improving
biodiversity and freshwater quality. The
Protecting Marlborough category is to
control animal and plant pests that
threaten native wildlife and habitats.
Successful applicants will complete
their work by 1 November 2021, with
verification by the Council.
The Working for Nature/Mahi mo
te Taiao environmental grant was
created in September 2019 to expand
opportunities for community-led
projects to protect and restore native
biodiversity.

The Council provides up to $1,000 each
year to The Menz Shed for this scheme
through its sustainable transport
budget. This contributes towards the
costs of repairing the bikes and the
overheads of the premises in which the
bikes are transformed from un-rideable
to roadworthy.
“All bikes are checked by a capable
cycle mechanic on the Menz Shed
team before they are sold to members
of the community, and we also record
the serial number or details of the bike
being checked and approved,” said
Menz Shed chairman, Dave Oliver.
Bike purchases or donations can be
made at The Menz Shed at 4 Dillons
Point Road during opening hours
Monday and Thursday 1.00 pm to 4.00
pm and Saturday 9.00 am to 12.00 pm.

Are you over 65 and want to get started with technology?
The ‘Better Digital Futures for Seniors’
programme provides a free opportunity
to learn new skills and build your
confidence for using computers and the
internet.
Marlborough District Library (Blenheim)
is offering the Digital Introductory

Pathway and the Digital Engagement
Pathway in March.
The Digital Introductory Pathway runs
for four consecutive Tuesdays, from
2 March to 23 March. Each session
lasts two hours, from 9.00 am to 11.00
am. This Pathway covers pursuing

www.marlborough.govt.nz

hobbies online, finding the right device,
communicating with family and apps
and websites available to provide you
with greater independence.
The Digital Engagement Pathway runs
for four consecutive Thursdays, from
11 March to 1 April. Each session
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lasts two hours, from 9 am to 11 am.
This Pathway covers online shopping,
online banking, managing photos and
navigating YouTube and search engines.
Places are limited for these courses.
Register today by calling 03 520 7491 or
visit Marlborough District Library.

