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YOUR LOCAL NEWS FROM THE
MARLBOROUGH DISTRICT COUNCIL
Benefits go far beyond pipes in the ground
What lies beneath Blenheim is mostly
unseen but a significant driver of economic
activity in Marlborough.
Since emerging from the Level 4 lockdown
in August last year, more than $30 million
in critical infrastructure contracts have
been awarded or restarted in the region,
with local contractors benefitting from
close to $17 million of these. This is
just one part of the Council’s overall
capital expenditure (core infrastructure)
programme, which is budgeted to be
$74 million in 2021/2022.
Two of the more significant projects
already underway are the northwest
Blenheim sewer upgrade ($13.7 million)
and Muller Road wastewater, stormwater
and watermain replacement works
($3.4 million).
Mayor John Leggett said the Council’s key
focus had been on delivering its planned
core infrastructure programme. “This
has provided significant opportunities
and downstream expenditure for local
contractors, which was our intent,” he said.
One of the biggest ticket items, the upgrade
to the Blenheim northwest sewer, went
to a Canterbury-based branch of national
firm, Schick Civil Construction. “Schick
Civil proved to have the appropriate skills
and experience to ensure the successful
completion of this major project,” said the
Council’s Assets & Services Manager, Richard
Coningham. “They also committed to using
plenty of local sub-contractor expertise over
the life of the 18-month project.”

Schick Civil’s Stakeholder Manager Nathan
Twaddle said local employment had also
been a priority, with more than half a dozen
staff who are either Marlborough-based or
have moved to the region.
“We know it is a privilege to work on a project
of this importance to Marlborough,” he said.
“Local employment and local subcontractors
are an important part of ensuring the benefits
extend beyond pipes in the ground.”
Other than some key supervisory staff,
Schick Civil has looked to recruit locally,
with a focus on employing new people to
the industry, rather than sourcing from other
local contractors. “These new local staff
have been provided the training that will help
their careers in the future, and this will build
more resilience and capacity into the sector
locally,” said Nathan.
“With sustainability a key driver, it is also
common sense to use local wherever
possible. We reduce thousands of road miles
by working with people and procurement in
the region,” he said.
As of December 2020, there were 22
Schick Civil staff working on the project and
23 sub contractors. Local subbies include
sealing contractors (TC Nicholls), aggregate
suppliers and cartage (Edridge), traffic
management (Men at Work), and water main
disinfection (Crafars). CMT Group, HydroTech
and Aotea Electrical are also sub contracting
at various stages of the project.
The Muller Road 3 Waters project was
tendered exclusively to local contractors and
won by Fulton Hogan.

Working for Nature/Mahi mō te Taiao awards $70k
In its inaugural year, the Working for Nature/
Mahi mō te Taiao programme has awarded
environment grants for 20 projects across
Marlborough to protect and restore native
habitats.
In November, the Council received 34
applications from community groups and
landowners-from small-scale plantings in
forgotten vineyard corners to wide scale
goat control in the Marlborough Sounds.
Four projects were fully funded with the
other 16 co-funded by other sources.
Overall, more than $200,000 was requested
from the community, which exceeded the
$70,000 fund in its first year. The next round
of applications will open in the second half
of 2021 and see an increase to $90,000.
Grants were awarded under two categories,
Habitat Marlborough and Protecting
Marlborough, with applications assessed
by a subcommittee of councillors,
the Environment Committee rural
representative and a representative from
the Marlborough Landscape Group. The
Habitat Marlborough projects will restore
native habitats, improving biodiversity and
freshwater quality.

The Protecting Marlborough category is to
control animal and plant pests that threaten
native wildlife and habitats.
Successful applicants will complete their
work by 1 November 2021, with verification
by the Council.
The Working for Nature/Mahi mō te Taiao
environmental grant was created in
September 2019 to expand opportunities
for community-led projects to protect and
restore native biodiversity.

Unique online banking training for Marlborough

The COVID lockdown accelerated Kiwi’s switch to online banking but those still wanting to
make the change can get an extra helping hand next week.
DORA, a unique WiFi enabled bus supported by Kiwibank, is visiting local communities to
help people explore alternatives to paying by cheque, learn online banking, and also how
to recognise and avoid online scams.
The Digital Inclusion Alliance Aotearoa (DIAA) has partnered with Kiwibank to develop the
training module and, with DORA’s help, more people can get the help they need to make
the switch.
DIAA has joined up with local community partner, Marlborough District Libraries, to deliver
the classes on-board DORA. The training is free and open to anyone, regardless of who
they bank with.
DORA will be visiting the Picton Library and Service Centre Waitohi Whare Mātauranga on
Monday 22 and Tuesday 23 February.
To book a place please contact the Picton Library on 520 7493.

www.marlborough.govt.nz

Renwick High Street safety improvements
The Renwick community has been working
with the Council on a Small Township Plan to
improve outdoor public spaces in the village
for the last two years.
The discussions have also included Renwick
Smart + Connected Group members. As
part of this discussion, concerns were raised
about traffic speeds through the township,
as well as improving walking and cycling
access to key sites on either side of State
Highway 6.
A safe place for people to cross the road
was discussed with the public at ‘drop
in’ days in 2019. The preference was for
something as close as possible to the
intersection of High Street and Uxbridge
Street, where the highest need was
identified for children and adults moving
between the Renwick Domain, supermarket,
dairy, café and pub.

In 2019 the businesses along High Street
were contacted about possible street
gardens and a safe crossing point. The
Council received feedback in support of a
‘refuge island’. The benefits to the public for
improved safety were considered important
by the majority of businesses and the
community.
A meeting was held with businesses owners
and community representatives and an
agreement reached, with the majority
supporting a pedestrian refuge in this
location.
Before going ahead with construction, the
Council will provide information about the
pedestrian refuge plan and give the public
a further opportunity to comment.
The project was delayed by COVID-19
last year.
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Sounds of Christmas

Marlborough’s support local campaign has entered a new phase that may have cries of
"bingo!" echoing throughout the region.
“The Great Marlborough's Bingo Bonanza has taken off, and we’re seeing locals playing the
online game across the region,” said Destination Manager’s General Manager Jacqui Lloyd.
“It turns exploring what Marlborough has to offer into a fun new game accessed via your
mobile phone.”
Make it Marlborough picked up the initiative to put a local spin on a national promotion,
The Great New Zealand Bingo Bonanza, designed to encourage New Zealanders to travel
the country.
To play, you simply download ‘The Great New Zealand Bingo Bonanza’ app on the App Store
or Google Play, register, then search ‘Marlborough’ to find the two @Make it Marlborough
BINGO cards.
There are 25 Marlborough activities to complete on each - some are free, others are with
local businesses. Completing five cards in a row will reward players with a prize of a local
experience or activity.
“We’ve set tasks for locals to head out in their own backyard and support and experience
local and win with Bingo Bonanza. We’d love people to tag Make it Marlborough in their posts
so we can share the fantastic activities on offer,” said Jacqui.
Make it Marlborough is a support local marketing campaign funded through TEAM
(The Economic Action Marlborough) Group.

Marlborough Events

www.follow-me.co.nz

During these times of uncertainty, events are subject to change at
short notice. Please contact organisers directly for the most up to
date information.
Vinyl in the Vines

Enjoy a cruisy couple of hours with great
sounds spun by Jim Tannock, delicious
food and plenty of wine and beer. Bring
your vinyl collection for playing, swapping,
buying and selling. Part of the Summer
Feast Event Series.
Sat 20 Feb; 4.00 pm - 6:30 pm
Lawson’s Dry Hills Cellar Door,
238 Alabama Road, Blenheim

Music in the Park - Renwick

Marlborough 4 Fun is looking forward to
seeing you at this year’s family-friendly
outdoor concert with live music from local
performers, food stalls and refreshments
and plenty of activities to keep the whole
family entertained.
Sat 20 Feb; 4.00 pm - 7.00 pm
Renwick Domain
Uxbridge Street, Renwick

Commercial Events Fund open now
Pedestrians crossing High Street in Renwick

Planning for the future of marine farming

The clock is ticking for the public to have their
say on the Council’s suggested changes to
marine and finfish farming provisions in the
Proposed Marlborough Environment Plan.
The public consultation process closes on
26 February 2021.
Variations 1 (marine farming) and 1A
(finfish farming) to the environment plan
were publicly notified in early December.
This came after two years’ work by
the Marlborough Aquaculture Review
Working Group (MARWG). The MARWG
included members of the marine farming
industry, Marlborough Sounds’ community
organisations and central government
agencies. The Ministers of Fisheries,
Conservation, Environment and Transport,
along with Te Tau Ihu iwi were also consulted.
Information is available at the Council offices
or public libraries in Blenheim, Picton,
Havelock and Rai Valley or go to:
www.marlborough.govt.nz/your-council/
resource-management-policy-and-plans/
proposed-marlborough-environment-plan/
variations/variation-1-and-1a

TEAM business survey to capture COVID-19 impacts

The Council and TEAM (The Economic Action Marlborough) Group are running a survey
of local businesses to assess the longer term impact of COVID-19.
“We would like to better understand the ongoing impacts of COVID-19 on the Marlborough
business community so we can take the appropriate actions as part of ongoing economic
recovery,” said Neil Henry, Manager Strategic Planning and Economic Development. “We
want input from as many businesses as possible, large and small within all business sectors
across Marlborough.”
The survey asks about the impact of COVID-19 on people’s business, business confidence
and future expectations, and helps with identifying funding opportunities.
It takes 10 to 15 minutes to complete.
SIL Research is conducting the survey on behalf of the Council and TEAM. SIL Research is
an independent market research company and, as a member of the Research Association
of New Zealand, strictly adheres to defined market research practices to preserve anonymity
and confidentiality.
For the survey link go to: www.research.net/r/sil-TEAM2021

Menz Shed converts cycles for the community
One person’s trash is another's treasure
when it comes to second-hand cycles at
The Menz Shed in Blenheim.
Every week you’ll find volunteers working
hard to repurpose second hand cycles for
a new life with someone in need of a low
cost bike.
“It’s a win-win-win,” said Robyn Blackburn,
the Council’s Road Safety Coordinator.
“People have somewhere to take old
bikes, it provides meaningful work to The
Menz Shed volunteers, and it helps the
Council’s Sustainable Transport programme
by providing affordable bikes to the
community,” she said.
“Most of the bikes are sold on for $40 or
less,” said Robyn. The Menz Shed keep any
proceeds from the sale to cover their costs.
The Council provides up to $1,000 each
year to The Menz Shed for this scheme
through its sustainable transport budget.
This contributes towards the costs of
repairing the bikes and the overheads
of the premises in which the bikes
are transformed from un-rideable to
roadworthy.

“All bikes are checked by a capable cycle
mechanic on The Menz Shed team before
they are sold to members of the community,
and we also record the serial number or
details of the bike being checked and
approved,” said The Menz Shed chairman,
Dave Oliver.
Bike purchases or donations can be made
at The Menz Shed at 4 Dillons Point Road Monday and Thursday 1.00 pm to 4.00 pm
and Saturday 9.00 am to 12.00 pm.

This Fund was established to help create
economic benefit to Marlborough by
attracting new events and helping to build
on existing ones. Council’s Commercial
Events Fund Sub-committee considers the
applications and currently there is up to
$130,000 per annum available for allocation.
To be eligible, commercial events must
be held within the Marlborough District
Council boundaries. Community events,
conferences, conventions, trade shows
and exhibitions are not eligible. Funding is
granted on an annual basis but it does not
mean that all funds must be distributed
each year.

Past applicants who have been unsuccessful
may re-apply.
Key dates:
• Applications close: 5.00 pm on Monday 15
March 2021
• Funding decision by: Friday 9 April 2021
Applications must be completed online via
Council’s website: www.marlborough.govt.
nz/recreation/events/commercial-eventsfund
Any enquiries can be directed to Council’s
Regional Events Advisor, Samantha Young,
Ph: 03 520 7400 or email:
events@marlborough.govt.nz

Abandoned vessel - owner sought
The Harbourmaster is seeking the owner of
the vessel pictured. The vessel appears to
have been abandoned in Waikawa Bay on
mooring 2493.
The vessel is now in the possession of the
Harbourmaster. If it remains unclaimed for
30 days it may be sold or destroyed.
If you have any information relating to this
vessel, please contact the Harbourmaster’s
office on 03 520 7400.

I want to ride my bicycle . . . volunteers at The
Menz Shed (from left) Russell Gent, Basil Stanton,
Willie Carr and Gordon Hill have plenty of bikes
repaired and ready for sale.

Are you over 65 and want to get started with technology?
The ‘Better Digital Futures for Seniors’ programme provides a free opportunity to learn new
skills and build your confidence for using computers and the internet.
Marlborough District Library (Blenheim) is offering the Digital Introductory Pathway and the
Digital Engagement Pathway in March.
The Digital Introductory Pathway runs for four consecutive Tuesdays, from 2 March to 23
March. Each session lasts two hours, from 9.00 am to 11.00 am. This Pathway covers pursuing
hobbies online, finding the right device, communicating with family and apps and websites
available to provide you with greater independence.
The Digital Engagement Pathway runs for four consecutive Thursdays, from 11 March to
1 April. Each session lasts two hours, from 9.00 am to 11.00 am. This Pathway covers online
shopping, online banking, managing photos and navigating YouTube and search engines.
Places are limited for these courses. Register today by calling 03 520 7491 or visit
Marlborough District Library (Blenheim).

Council
meetings
The following meetings are open to the public
and anyone is welcome to attend. Copies of
the agendas will be available online and at
the Council’s Office, 15 Seymour St.

Council
Thursday 25 February at 9.00 am
Assets & Services Committee
Thursday 4 March at 9.00 am
Environment Committee
Thursday 11 March at 9.00 am
The times and dates may be subject to
change. Please contact the Committee
Secretary, Ph: 03 520 7400 for confirmation.

Awatere and Dashwood rural boil water notice

Although the boil water notice has been lifted for Seddon township, the Awatere and
Dashwood rural areas are still subject to a boil water notice.
Water from the Council’s reticulation network providing water to the Awatere and Dashwood
rural areas should be boiled. It does not currently meet the NZ Drinking Water Standard
and may contain bacteria or protozoa that are harmful to human health. All water used for
drinking, food preparation or cleaning teeth should be boiled before use.
Treated water is available at the public taps on Marama Road, outside Seddon School.
For further information contact the Council on Ph: 03 520 7400.

