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advice or information about Marlborough’s harbours.
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Council’s Harbours team - working to  
ensure our waterways are safe for  
everyone to enjoy. 

Twenty environment grant recipients
In its inaugural year, the Working 
for Nature/Mahi mō te Taiao 
programme has awarded 
environment grants for 20 projects 
across Marlborough to protect and 
restore native habitats. 
In November, the Council received 34 
applications from community groups  
and landowners - from small-scale 
plantings in forgotten vineyard corners 
to wide scale goat control in the 
Marlborough Sounds. 
Four projects were fully funded with the 
other 16 co-funded by other sources. 
Overall, more than $200,000 was 
requested from the community, which 
exceeded the $70,000 fund in its first 
year. The next round of applications will 
open in the second half of 2021 and see 
an increase to $90,000. 

Grants were awarded under two 
categories, Habitat Marlborough and 
Protecting Marlborough, with applications 
assessed by a subcommittee of councillors, 
the Environment Committee rural 
representative and a representative from 
the Marlborough Landscape Group. The 
Habitat Marlborough projects will restore 
native habitats, improving biodiversity 
and freshwater quality. The Protecting 
Marlborough category is to control animal 
and plant pests that threaten native wildlife 
and habitats. 
Successful applicants will complete their 
work by 1 November 2021, with verification 
by the Council.  
The Working for Nature/Mahi mō te Taiao 
environmental grant was created in 
September 2019 to expand opportunities 
for community-led projects to protect and 
restore native biodiversity.

Planning for the future of marine farming
The clock is ticking for the public to have their say on the Council’s 
suggested changes to marine and finfish farming provisions in the 
Proposed Marlborough Environment Plan. 
The public consultation process closes on 26 February 2021.
Variations 1 (marine farming) and 1A (finfish farming) to the environment plan were 
publicly notified in early December. This came after two years’ work by the Marlborough 
Aquaculture Review Working Group (MARWG). The MARWG included members of the 
marine farming industry, Marlborough Sounds’ community organisations and central 
government agencies. The Ministers of Fisheries, Conservation, Environment and 
Transport, along with Te Tau Ihu iwi were also consulted.
Information is available at the Council offices or public libraries in Blenheim, Picton, 
Havelock and Rai Valley or go to: 
www.marlborough.govt.nz/your-council/resource-management-policy-and-plans/ 
proposed-marlborough-environment-plan/variations/variation-1-and-1a

Unique online banking training course
The COVID lockdown accelerated 
Kiwi’s switch to online banking 
but those still wanting to make the 
change can get an extra helping 
hand next week.
DORA, a unique WiFi enabled bus 
supported by Kiwibank, is visiting local 
communities to help people explore 
alternatives to paying by cheque,  
learn online banking, and also how  
to recognise and avoid online scams.
The Digital Inclusion Alliance Aotearoa 
(DIAA) has partnered with Kiwibank to 
develop the training module and, 

with DORA’s help, more people can get 
the help they need to make the switch.
DIAA has joined up with local community 
partner, Marlborough District Libraries, 
to deliver the classes on-board DORA. 
The training is free and open to anyone, 
regardless of who they bank with.
DORA will be visiting the Picton Library 
and Service Centre Waitohi Whare 
Mātauranga on Monday 22 and Tuesday 
23 February. 
To book a place please contact the  
Picton Library on 520 7493.

https://www.marlborough.govt.nz/your-council/resource-management-policy-and-plans/proposed-marlborough-environment-plan/variations/variation-1-and-1a
https://www.marlborough.govt.nz/your-council/resource-management-policy-and-plans/proposed-marlborough-environment-plan/variations/variation-1-and-1a

