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From the Mayor 

Free computer courses at the district library
The ‘Stepping Up’ computer courses 
offered at the Marlborough District 
Library (Blenheim) are for adults to 
learn new skills and gain confidence 
using a computer or smart phone.
Funded in partnership with the 20/20 
Trust and REAP Marlborough, these 
courses are provided free of charge.
Upcoming courses include smart 

phone use, Google Drive, Pinterest 
and online newspapers. 
Courses run on Tuesday and 
Thursday mornings from 9.00 am 
to 11.00 am. There are limited 
places so register today to secure 
you place. Phone 03 520 7491 or 
visit Marlborough District Library 
(Blenheim) to book.

Regional land and public transport 
plans open for submissions

Like some extra dollars in your back pocket?

Marlborough’s roading and public 
transport priorities for the next 
six years are now open for public 
comment.
The ‘Connecting Te Tauihu (Top of 
the South)’ Regional Land Transport 
Plan 2021-2027 (RLTP) and the 
Marlborough Regional Public 
Transport Plan 2021-2027 have just 
been released. 
Submissions close on 19 March. 
Hearings will be held on 15 April.
The RLTP is a collaboration between 
Marlborough District, Nelson City 
and Tasman District councils, in 
conjunction with Waka Kotahi (New 
Zealand Transport Agency). 
The Interisland Resilient Connection 
(iREX) project to upgrade the 
interisland ferries, and the 
construction of an overbridge 
required in Dublin Street, Picton as 
a result, has come out top of the list 
of significant regional projects in the 
RLTP. This is expected to cost $17m.
The Marlborough Regional Public 
Transport Plan sets out the Council’s 
intentions for public transport within 
the wider RLTP. 

A few extra dollars is always helpful 
and if you are a ratepayer on a low 
income, you may qualify for a rates 
rebate of up to $655.
Reminder letters are being sent to 
Marlborough home owners who 
applied last rating year to encourage 
them to apply again. If you have not 
previously had a rebate read on to 
find out if you might be eligible.
To qualify, you need to be paying 
the rates on the home you live in, 
your name must be on the rates 
invoice and your home cannot 
be used principally for farming or 
business purposes.
How much the rebate will be 
depends on the amount of your 
rates, the total income of you and 
your partner, and the number of 
dependants living with you. 
You will need your income details for 
the year ended 31 March 2020 for 
the application. Check your eligibility 
online here: https://bit.ly/3eDi2Ek
You can apply in person at the 
Council offices in Blenheim or Picton 
– a customer services officer will 

It proposes a continuation of the 
Blenheim bus services (north and 
south routes), as well as continued 
support of the Supergold card 
scheme providing free travel during 
off-peak hours. A continuation of 
the Total Mobility Scheme is also 
suggested.
For further information or to submit 
go to: 
www.marlborough.govt.nz/your-
council/have-your-say-consultations

It’s a challenging year ahead with 
infrastructure, inflation and freshwater 
quality driving up costs. 
Setting the Council’s Long Term Plan 
2021-2031 (LTP) budget is not going 
to be easy. Various cost increases 
have combined - inflation, deferred 
infrastructure spending due to 
COVID-19 and Government directives 
on freshwater and drinking water 
quality - to increase rates higher than 
usual. Most other councils are in the 
same position, or worse.
Our ten year budget priorities are 
discussed by the full Council this 
week. The councillors and I will 
debate them and consider other 
requests for funding that combined 
will set the course for the Council’s 
programme of investment over the 
next decade.
Unfortunately this means this year’s 
rates rise is likely to be higher than 
what we have been used to. Last 
year we kept the rates increase 
down to only 1.88% because of the 
impact of COVID and lockdowns, 
which impacted so heavily on our 
tourism, retail and hospitality sectors. 
However, like many other councils we 
are now playing catch up because 
we could only hold down that 
increase last year by putting off our 
expenditure, which is still needed for 
Marlborough to progress. 
Overall our economy has bounced 
back quite well, but as the main 
infrastructure provider in a growing 
region, we can’t afford to take 
our foot off the pedal. Like every 
sector of the economy we also face 
inflationary pressures which we must 
plan for in our budget – the Local 
Government Cost Index inflation rate 
is forecast to be about 2.4% per year 
for the next few years.
The Council also has to absorb extra 
costs imposed by the Government 
for its new freshwater monitoring 
regime and greater enforcement of 
the NZ Drinking Water Standards. 
Our overall capital expenditure 
programme has increased 
significantly and this means the 
Council will take on more debt. But 
borrowing is affordable at present, 

This ten-year plan’s proposed capital 
expenditure budget is $705m, which 
is $180m higher than the $525m 
budgeted in the 2018-28 LTP. Our 
infrastructure programme will see 
a record $74 million budgeted for 
2021/2022, and an average of $70m 
in each of the following ten years. 
Marlborough’s level of growth, which 
has also increased the pressure on 
housing, is higher now than in the 
past, and is contributing to that 
infrastructure need.
Our programme includes:
• Drinking water treatment upgrades 

including in Renwick, Havelock and 

Riverlands
• Sewerage upgrades including in 

north west Blenheim to enable 
residential subdivision and new 
housing

• Road maintenance, public transport 
services and new cycleways 

• Upgraded parks, sports and 
recreation facilities

• A new library and art gallery (co-
funded by the Government)

• New and upgraded senior housing 
units

• Environmental management and 
flood protection

• Waste and recycling services.

What are we spending the money on?

The iREX project to upgrade the 
interisland ferries will have an impact 
for all of New Zealand and has been 
named number one priority in the 
Regional Land Transport Plan

and this spreads the cost fairly across the 
generations, a common funding principle 
known as intergenerational equity.
So currently we’re looking at a rates 
increase for the coming financial year from 
1 July 2021 of close to 6%. The figure is not 
set in stone but I know it is going to be 
difficult to get it down any lower. On top of 
that, we expect to receive funding requests 
from the community through the LTP public 
consultation process during April and May.
I am keen to hear your views on our draft 
Long Term Plan proposal in a month’s time. 
Public submissions will be open from 1 
April to 6 May with hearings from 1 to 3 
June. Submissions will be considered by 
myself and councillors on 8 June and the 
LTP then adopted on 24 June. New rates 
will become effective on 1 July. 

complete the form electronically with 
you. Alternatively apply online here: 
www.marlborough.govt.nz/services/
rates/forms-rates/rates-rebate-
application/?ed-step=1
Applications close for this rating 
year on 30 June 2021 and there are 
no late applications accepted. For 
more information phone Council 
on 03 520 7400 or email mdc@
marlborough.govt.nz 
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Setting the Council’s Long Term Plan 
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to be easy. Various cost increases 
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COVID-19 and Government directives 
on freshwater and drinking water 
quality - to increase rates higher than 
usual. Most other councils are in the 
same position, or worse.
Our ten year budget priorities are 
discussed by the full Council this 
week. The councillors and I will 
debate them and consider other 
requests for funding that combined 
will set the course for the Council’s 
programme of investment over the 
next decade.
Unfortunately this means this year’s 
rates rise is likely to be higher than 
what we have been used to. Last 
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impact of COVID and lockdowns, 
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is forecast to be about 2.4% per year 
for the next few years.
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costs imposed by the Government 
for its new freshwater monitoring 
regime and greater enforcement of 
the NZ Drinking Water Standards. 
Our overall capital expenditure 
programme has increased 

Council will take on more debt. 

This ten-year plan’s proposed 
capital expenditure budget is 
$705m, which is $180m higher 
than the $525m budgeted in 
the 2018-28 LTP.   
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will see a record $74 million 
budgeted for 2021/2022, and 
an average of $70m in each of 
the following ten years. 
Marlborough’s level of growth, 
which has also increased the 
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What are we spending the money on?

The iREX project to upgrade the 
interisland ferries will have an impact

 

on transport for all of New Zealand 

It proposes a continuation of the 

Blenheim bus services (north and 
south routes) and ongoing support 
of the Supergold card and Total 
Mobility schemes.
For further information or to submit 
go to: 

But borrowing is affordable at present, 
and this spreads the cost fairly across the 
generations, a common funding principle 
known as intergenerational equity.
So currently we’re looking at a rates 

set in stone but I know it is going to be 

that, we expect to receive funding requests 
from the community through the LTP public 
consultation process during April and May.
I am keen to hear your views on our draft 
Long Term Plan proposal in a month’s time. 
Public submissions will be open from 1 
April to 6 May with hearings from 1 to 3 
June. Submissions will be considered by 
myself and councillors on 8 June and the 
LTP then adopted on 24 June. New rates 
will become effective on 1 July. 

complete the form electronically with 
you. Alternatively apply online here: 
www.marlborough.govt.nz/services/
rates/forms-rates/rates-rebate-
application/?ed-step=1 
Applications close for this rating 
year on 30 June 2021 and there are 
no late applications accepted. For 
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mdc@ marlborough.govt.nz 
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