He kōrero nō te Kaunihera ā-Rohe o Wairau

Opening Hours
Mon to Fri: 8.00 am - 5.00 pm

YOUR LOCAL NEWS FROM THE
MARLBOROUGH DISTRICT COUNCIL
From the Mayor

It’s a challenging year ahead with
infrastructure, inflation and freshwater
quality driving up costs.

Setting the Council’s Long Term Plan
2021-2031 (LTP) budget is not going to be
easy. Various cost increases have combined
- inflation, deferred infrastructure spending
due to COVID-19 and Government directives
on freshwater and drinking water quality - to
increase rates higher than usual. Most other
councils are in the same position, or worse.
Our ten year budget priorities are discussed
by the full Council this week. The councillors
and I will debate them and consider other
requests for funding that combined will set
the course for the Council’s programme of
investment over the next decade.
Unfortunately this means this year’s rates
rise is likely to be higher than what we have
become used to.

Last year we kept the rates increase down to
only 1.88% because of the impact of COVID
and lockdowns, which impacted so heavily
on our tourism, retail and hospitality sectors.
However, like many other councils we are
now playing catch up because we could only
hold down that increase last year by putting
off our expenditure, which is still needed for
Marlborough to progress.
Overall our economy has bounced back
quite well, but as the main infrastructure
provider in a growing region, we can’t
afford to take our foot off the pedal.
Like every sector of the economy we
also face inflationary pressures which we
must plan for in our budget - the Local
Government Cost Index inflation rate is
forecast to be about 2.4% per year for the
next few years.
The Council also has to absorb extra costs
imposed by the Government for its new
freshwater monitoring regime and greater
enforcement of the NZ Drinking Water
Standards. Our overall capital expenditure
programme has increased significantly
and this means the Council will take on
more debt. But borrowing is affordable at
present, and this spreads the cost fairly
across the generations, a common funding
principle known as intergenerational equity.
So currently we’re looking at a rates
increase for the coming financial year
from 1 July 2021 of close to 6%. The figure
is not set in stone but I know it is going to
be difficult to get it down any lower. On
top of that, we expect to receive funding
requests from the community through the
LTP public consultation process during
April and May.
We are keen to hear your views on our
draft Long Term Plan proposal in a month’s
time. Public submissions will be open from
1 April to 6 May with hearings from 1 to 3
June. Submissions will be considered by
myself and councillors on 8 June and the
LTP then adopted on 24 June. New rates
will become effective on 1 July.

What are we spending the money on?
This ten-year plan’s proposed capital
expenditure budget is $705m, which is
$180m higher than the $525m budgeted
in the 2018-28 LTP. Our infrastructure
programme will see a record $74 million
budgeted for 2021/2022, and an average
of $70m in each of the following ten years.
Marlborough’s level of growth, which has
also increased the pressure on housing,
is higher now than in the past, and is
contributing to that infrastructure need.
Our programme includes:
• Drinking water treatment upgrades
including in Renwick, Havelock and
Riverlands

• Sewerage upgrades including in north
west Blenheim to enable residential
subdivision and new housing
•R
 oad maintenance, public transport
services and new cycleways
• Upgraded parks, sports and recreation
facilities
•A
 new library and art gallery (co-funded
by the Government)
•N
 ew and upgraded senior housing units
•E
 nvironmental management and flood
protection
• Waste and recycling services

Temporary road closure - Marlborough Car Club Rally Sprint

On Sunday 28 February the following roads are to be closed to ordinary vehicle traffic for
the Marlborough Car Club Rally Sprint between 7.30 am and 5.00 pm.
• Kaituna -Tuamarina Road - 1.5 km (1500m past Kaituna-Tuamarina/Bush Road intersection)
to 5.6 km (Kaituna-Tuamarina/Waikakaho Valley Road intersection)
During the period of closure, ordinary vehicular traffic may use the road between events under
the supervision and authority of an Officer of the New Zealand Police (Traffic Safety Branch).
It will be an offence under the above regulations for any person other than under the
authority of an authorised permit holder to use the road for ordinary vehicular traffic during
the period of closure.
This notice is given under the Transport (Vehicular Traffic Road Closure) Regulations 1965.
Any enquiries should be addressed to Dean Hawkey, Marlborough Roads, Ph: 021 923 536.
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Regional land and public transport plans open for submissions
Marlborough’s roading and public transport
priorities for the next six years are now open
for public comment.
The ‘Connecting Te Tauihu (Top of the South)’
Regional Land Transport Plan 2021-2027
(RLTP) and the Marlborough Regional Public
Transport Plan 2021-2027 have just been
released.
Submissions close on 19 March. Hearings will
be held on 15 April.
The RLTP is a collaboration between
Marlborough District, Nelson City and Tasman
District Councils, in conjunction with Waka
Kotahi (New Zealand Transport Agency).
The Interisland Resilient Connection (iREX)
project to upgrade the interisland ferries,
and the construction of an overbridge
required in Dublin Street,

Picton as a result, has come out top of the
list of significant regional projects in the
RLTP. This is expected to cost $17m.
The Marlborough Regional Public
Transport Plan sets out the Council’s
intentions for public transport within the
wider RLTP.
It proposes a continuation of the Blenheim
bus services (north and south routes),
as well as ongoing support of the
Supergold card scheme providing free
travel during off-peak hours. A continuation
of the Total Mobility Scheme is also
suggested.
For further information or to submit go to:
www.marlborough.govt.nz/your-council/
have-your-say-consultations

New sportshub will help turn the wheels of Marlborough sport
Just as spokes unite in the hub of a wheel,
so too will a number of Marlborough’s
sporting codes join together under one
roof in the Lansdowne Park Sportshub.
The hub, known in te reo Māori as pokapū,
will provide a central place and focal point
for netball, rugby union, touch rugby, softball
and beach volleyball, and include toilets,
change rooms and office space for sports
administration staff. A kitchen, function area,
equipment storerooms, umpire rooms and
a tuck shop will also be included. Other
groups will also have the opportunity to
use the multi-code facility.
“A hub is the central part of a wheel from
which the spokes radiate and we like to
think of the new sportshub as being that
place from which the sporting codes can
fan out, utilising the shared building space
and the fields and amenities at Lansdowne
Park,” said Assets & Services Committee
chair, Councillor Nadine Taylor. “I wouldn’t
be surprised if this new multi-use model is
the envy of sporting codes across provincial
New Zealand,” she said.
Local company Robinson Construction
Limited was awarded the contract and
began work in April 2020. “This is another
great example of a Council project in
progress creating employment through the
local construction supply chain - a project
being carried out by locals for the benefit of
locals,” said Clr Taylor.
Tasman Mako Brand Ambassador Graeme
Taylor said he saw the opportunity of the
new shared space as a “cross-pollination”
amongst the local sporting fraternity.

“We are all in this sports world together and
we can learn from other people and they
can learn from us. I think it is an awesome
concept. The Council’s leadership role
in this project has been outstanding - it
is for the betterment of the Marlborough
community. We are thrilled with the project
and can’t wait to get in,” he said.
Marlborough Netball Association
chairwoman Beth Tester echoed these
sentiments, saying netball also cannot wait
to be in its new home at the hub. “It was a
huge decision for our code but we can’t wait
to join with the other sports and believe it
will be a giant step towards future proofing
our sport in Marlborough,” she said.
Work on the new $4.3m multi-code shared
space building, located between the netball
courts and the No. 1 rugby pitch, is on track
for completion by the middle of this year.

Celebrate Marlborough’s
outstanding produce at
a whole host of events
this summer.
Check out what’s
coming up next month
6 MAR

Massive Marlborough
Clean-Up: Rārangi (Seaweek)

9:30am - 12:30pm
Rarangi Beach / Community Hall
Celebrate Seaweek and join the local
Marlborough community to help clean up
Rarangi Beach. And as a special thank you
for your hard work, Cloudy Bay Clams will
be serving up a delicious, free clam bake.

Film + Feast:
Alice in Wonderland

7pm - 10pm

Moa Brewery & Cellar Door, Jacksons Road
The Moa team invite you to join them for
the second in their series of outdoor movie
nights including a delicious seafood curry
from Cloudy Bay Clams. Ticket includes
entry, dinner, popcorn and your first drink.
R18 event.

26 MAR

5:30pm - 10:30pm
Depart from Seymour Square, Blenheim
Celebrate Méthode Marlborough Day with a
progressive evening visiting three locations
each showcasing the best of our region’s
sparkling wine. Ticket includes continuous
food and wine service, return bus travel from
Seymour Square and live entertainment.
R18 event.

18 MAR

7:30pm - 10pm
Picton Foreshore
Gather your friends and family, pack your
picnic blankets and cushions and head to
Picton Foreshore for a free, family outdoor
movie night. A zero waste event - please
bring your own picnic set to enjoy the
delicious food on offer.
From left, Marlborough Netball Association
chairwoman, Beth Tester, Councillor Nadine Taylor
and Tasman Mako Brand Ambassador Graeme
Taylor - netball and rugby are two of a handful of
Marlborough sports which will share the new
multi-code facility

Weekly Events:
Check out www.follow-me.co.nz for all the Sweet
details.Creations Summer
Step Brothers - Moa Friday
An Evening with Méthode
Dessert Nights
Night Cinema Series
Marlborough
12 MAR

Wither Hills ‘Wine to Art’
Workshop with Sarah Higgins

Forrest Gump - Moa Friday
Night Cinema Series

19 MAR

27 MAR

Kete Kai Street Market

Film + Feast: Yesterday

1:30pm - 4:30pm
Wither Hills Restaurant,
New Renwick Road, Blenheim
Join local artist Sarah Higgins and enjoy a
delicious glass of Wither Hills Merlot and
matching cheese as you learn to paint the
stunning winery landscape. R18 event.

6:30pm - 10pm
Moa Brewery & Cellar Door, Jacksons Road
The Moa team invite you to join them for
the final event in their series of outdoor
movie nights including delicious tacos from
Taco Shack. Ticket includes entry, dinner,
popcorn and your first drink. R18 event.

Every Wed / 3pm - 9pm
4 John Street, Blenheim
Join the Sweet Creations team for a
variety of sweet treats - everything from
cheesecakes to slices of cake. Dine in or
take away and enjoy at home.

Summer Cruise &
Dine Series - Punga Cove
Resort & Spy Valley

Every Thu / 5pm - 9:30pm
Marlborough Tour Company, Picton
Enjoy a stunning cruise in the Marlborough
Sounds from Picton to Punga Cove return
and enjoy a delicious 3-course dinner
and wines en route. Perfect for a romantic
evening, a work treat or an evening with
friends.

SVIS alternative water supplies reminder

Southern Valleys' Irrigation Scheme (SVIS)
will be shut down due to low river flows in
the next few days.
The Council’s resource consent does
not allow water from the town supply to
be used for irrigation outside the urban
boundary.

Council
meetings
The following committee meetings are
open to the public and anyone is welcome
to attend. Copies of the agendas will be
available online and at the Council’s Office,
15 Seymour Street.

This means the taking of water from
hydrants within Blenheim or other urban
areas for irrigation use while the SVIS is
shut down is not allowed.
Property owners who have used this
source of water in the past will have to
make alternative arrangements to source
a supplementary supply of irrigation water.

Assets & Services
Thursday 4 March at 9.00 am
Environment
Thursday 11 March at 9.00 am
Planning, Finance & Community
Thursday 18 March at 9.00 am
The times and dates may be subject to
change. Please contact the Committee
Secretary, Ph: 03 520 7400 for
confirmation.

6pm - 9pm
Marlborough A & P Park
Come together for a great community
fun-filled night at Relay for Life Marlborough
2021 and enjoy delicious food from an array
of cultures as well as wonderful arts and
crafts from around the region.

7:30pm - 10pm
Picton Foreshore
The final outdoor movie night of the series.
It’s free, it’s family-friendly and there will
be a variety of food vendors serving up a
selection of culinary delights. A zero waste
event - please bring your own picnic set to
enjoy the delicious food on offer.

Check out www.follow-me.co.nz for all the details.

#TGIF Thank God It’s Friday

Every Fri / 4pm - 7pm
Quench Bar, Chateau Marlborough,
Blenheim
Why not end the week poolside and enjoy
3 hours of 'happy hour happiness' with
delicious local food from the BBQ and
great live entertainment from Marlborough
musical legend ‘Little T’.

